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WL} tins to! make” anyinoiſe, in:the world; 


«HAVE fred, that era | 
AM) {ws icertany this will-do, every 

| one: s/of -becomthg koquainted 
KIOKt "with the-rauthor ; and this mapatience 
increaſes the; mores. the - more! he endeavours to-con- 
ceal himſelf.--1'expeR to: chear' an hundred different 
names inſcribed to the Inviſible,---fome of which TI. 
ſhould, perhaps, be:proud'of; others as much aſhamed | 
to own.—Some will doubtleſs. take me for a phiſo- 
ſopher,—others for a fool ;—with ſome I ſhall paſs 
fbra mari of peaſurey with others for a ſtoic z-—ome | 
wwllook upon: me 1as:a;courtier,-- others: as'4:patriat ; 
but whether I-ain anyone of "theſe, ior whether F 
| am even a. manor a womany they will find: it; after 
all their. 5 ALON — to diſcover as. the 
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{think it "therefSre @' diity iumMDehr ot.my $00ds 

ature to put an early ſtop to ſuch fruiles.inquiii-, 
rlons, and-alſo-at the fame "tiine t0\ wpv;eos #10 
rþeaſtire,. ria of the public, by. g's 
account of the-means which / W teined the” 
of Thvitbili ity 1 6 rt _ R 
| "Know then, gentle reader that in the former. part 
of my -life it was my- obddi t fortune to do a ſignal 
ſervice to a Ayes venerable perſon fince dead : --he 


was rc? 6 yn the. Chal- 
Jeans, fob | Ne their om a \ £2 well erſed 
in all the. "PRtiE Tecre err art he 1des his 
ratitude for the good office I had done him, he 
16d to" have fon omen. "my kumour and 
manner: of behaviour that*exttemely pleaſed him ;— 


he would often have:me with him, and entertained 


.me:with diſcourſes.qn thin hangs hich: otherwiſe I thould : 
.not have had the] 


[:But.ir was :not Jeng that I-enjoyed this benefit ;--- 
he ſent for Mme-gne day t9.let imekndy he was! mich 
\indiſpoſed, -and deſired I would-come immediately to 
him :—-I-went, and found him not as 4 expected, in 
bed, .but ſittingliol dh ekff alot: the firſt falu- 

tations were over, and A had .placed myſelf pretty 
near hmm; My": Rn Ra he, taking hold 
4ofmy hand, a, -ouy Þ-wre quitthis-buſy 
© xworld;; ihe - filverecord ris loofendd;---the golden 
+þowlijs broken, every thing within:me, altons to = 
© x ſpeedy diſſolution ; and:Lwas willing to fee you 
* once more:'before Iriſeticout 20 apo 
* land of oven: Marion ap 1 ys, USirt 
-"Fhar: clndifrorernt! country, froni whoſe oY 
"Not traveller retalens. 8 11105 44497 S106 
1 7s 8 105 (60 1Y--: foo? 6 40t aradto--.130 got. 
,40As- the denaadns of 1you7 .confipted he, "will 
 < xertainly-acconpany. me ibepond:theigrave, I wiowld 
o <4 widh;"merhinks; ito thokei: dome plact in: :yours white 
you remain on-earth,” tothe end what: T-may not tbe 
| quite a ſtranger 0 you: when ave-meer un excmny. = 
© ] haye no land,---nor OR] wy nor 


211183] oy : | «: aver 


THE INVISIBLE SPY. 
* ſilver to bequeath, yet am not deſtitute of ſomething 
* which may be equally worthy your acceptance.” 
Then, after a little pauſe,--+ Take this,” added he, 
giving me a key, © it will admit you into a cloſet. 
'* which no one but myſelf has ever entered ;---I call 
« it my Cabinet of Curioſities, and I believe you will 
'* find fuch things there as will deſerve that name ;--» 
* chooſe from among them any one that moſt ſuits 
* your fancy, and accept it as a token of my love. 
He faid no more, but rung his bell for a ſervant, 
who, by his orders, condutted me by a narrow wind- 
Ing ftair-caſe to the top of the houſe, and left me at a 
little door, which I opened with the key that had been 
iven me, and found myſelf in a ſmall ſquare room, 
Puilt after the manner of a turret :---all the furniture 
was an old wicker chair, with a piece of blanket 
thrown carelefsly over it. I fuppoſe to defend the 
Sage from the air when he fat there to ſtudy z-—near 
it was placed a table, not lefs antiquated, with two _ 
globes ;---a ſtandiſh with fome paper, and ſeveral 
books in manuſcript; but wrote in charaQers. too 
unintelligible for me to comprehend any part of what 
they contained :—juſt in the middle of the cieling 
hung a pretty large cryſtal ball, filled with a ſhining 
yellowiſh powder, and this infcription paſted on it ; | 


THe ILLuUsIvE PowDpek. 


m SMALL quantity of this powder, blown thro? 
" A the quill of a parcupine when the Moon is 
= in Aries, raifes ſplendid viſions in the people's 
« eyes; and, if applied when the .ſame gout is 1 
« Cancer, ſpreads univerſal terror and diſmay.” 


1 eafily perceived that this was one of the curioſi- 
ties my friend had mentioned, and a great one indeed 
it was ; but as I had neither 5p nor inclination 
to, impoſe upon my fellow. creatures, I judged. it fitter 
far the poſſeſſion of ſome one or other of Tr mighty 
rulers of the earth, ns” P 
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| 1 then turned towards the . walls, ,which were all _ 
hung round . with teleſcopes, — horoſcapes,—microſ- 

copes,—taliſmans,—multipliers, —magnthers of all de- 

| grees and ſtzes,—loadſtones cut in various. forms, and 

| great numbers . of mathematical inſtruments ;—but 

| ' theſe, as I was altogether _ignorant . of their uſes, I. 

j _paſſed Nightly over, 2till I came to a hand-bell, which 


having the appearance of no other than ſuch as I had 
ordinarily ſeen at 3. lady's: tea-table, I ſhould haye 
taken no notice of,: but for. a label prefixed to it, on 


—— 
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, _ which I found theſe. words : 

| _*Tne SYMPATHETIC BELL, 
iy .« AFYHE leaſt tingle of which not only ſers all 
CF | 4 Fu _.the-bel}s of the whole country, be it of 


[| .< eyer ſo large extent, in motion, without the help 
i .« of men to pull the ropes, but alſo makes them 
H | <<  play.whatever changes the party 1s pleaſed to no- 
_ 6c ;Minate.” f y "=aK So gY | | 


 "Thovgh I thought art could produce no greater 
wonder than 'this bell, -yet I felt no ſtrong deſire of 
becoming the maſter of it ; but proceeded to examige 
what farther rarities this extraordinary cabinet would 
[| ___ preſent.——The next I took notice of was a phial, not 


W_ - much unlike thoſe which are commonly ſold in the 
ſhops with French hungary-water ;—it had this in- 
ſcription ; (E 7 RE 


SALTS oF MEDITATION, 


| Ce? HICH held cloſe to the noſtrils, for the 

| | « ſpace of three ſeconds and a half, correQs 
| _ #* All vague and wandering thoughts, —fixes the mind, 
|| <« and enables it to 64 A juſtly on.any ſubject that 
| | _<. requites deliberation.” wy : | ” 


| "This beneficial ſecret I alſo rejeed, through a 
l/ mere point of conſcience, as thinking it would be a 
| much better ſervice to mankind if in the poſſeſſion of 
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the divines, lawyers, —politicians, or phyſicians, ef- 
pecially the two laſt mentioned, as it might prevent 
| the one front engaging in any enterprize tliey have not 
abilities or courage to go through with, and the other 
trom falling into thoſe groſs niiſtakes they are frequent- 
ly vultty.of inrelation to the cafe of the diſeaſed. 

I ſhould have ruminated mich longer than I did on 
the excellence of thefe worſderful falts, if another 
objec had not ſuddenly catched my fight ;—it had the 
form of a ſcull-cap, orſuch a colf as ferjeants at law 
wear when 7 new one's called up :—what it was 
made out of I know not, for I am certain it was net- 
ther of the fiik, wovilen, or linen manufatory ;—it 
was, however, of ſo light and thin a texture, that as 
it hung at ſome diſfance from the wall the leatt 
breath of air gave it motion, —it was faſtened by a | 
ſmgle thread to the cieling, to which alfo was fixed 
«tp. of paper, which contained theſe*words : | 


Traz SarxIngING Cap, 


_ MAJ Gan put upon the head immediately 
contracts all the muſcles and finews of the 

« whole body, ſo as to render the perſon who wears 
« it ſmall] enough to enter into the mouth of a lady's 
_ © tea-pot, or a quart bottle ; but great care muſt be 
* taken no accident happens to the vehicle while he 
is in it ; for if it breaks during that time, the man 
will never more recover his former dimenſions.” 


I hefitated not a moment to reject this, as it ſeemed 
calculated for no other purpoſe than merely to amuſe 
and aftoniſh, and could be of no real ſervice, either 
to myſelf or any body elfe :—I ſhould, perhaps, not 
even have thought of it more, if an accident had not 
brought it freſh into my head : =my readers can ſcarce 
have forgot, that about ſome four or five years ago 
_ the town was invited, in a very pompous manner, to 
ſee a man jump into a quart bottle on the ſtage of 
the little theatre in the Hay-market ;—on the fight 
of the bills I preſently concluded that the perſon who. 
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was to exhibit this wonderful performance muſt cer- 
tainly be in poſſeſſion of my friend's ſhrinking cap ; 
nor was at a loſs afterwards to gueſs, why ſo ituf- 
trious and numerous an aſſembly, as came to be ſpec- 


_ tators, were diſappointed in their expe&arions :—F 


doubted not but ſecond thoughts had reminded the 
man of the danger his bottle would be in from the 


waggith humour of ſome among the audience, and 


that an apple, or orange, or even a hazel-nut, darted 
from a judicious hand, might give a ſudden crack to. 
the briule veſſel, and ſo he would be compelled to 


_ continue a blliputian for his whole life. 


The next, and indeed the firſt thing that raiſed in 


me any covetous emotions, was the apparatus. of a 


belt, but ſeemed no more than a colleQion of atoms 
gathered together in that form and playing in the. 
ſun-beams.—I could not perfuade myſelf it was a reat 

fubſtance, till I took it down, and then found it ſa 


light, that if T ſhut my eyes I knew not that I had 


any thing in my hand, —The label annexed to it had 
theſe words: I | 


THz BELT or InvisIBiliTyY, 


 « JFTHICH, faſtened round the body, next 


6 the ſkin, no ſooner becoines warm than it. 
« renders the party inviſible to ail kuman eyes.” _ 


_ A little farther, on the ſame ſide of the wall, was 


| placed a Tablet, er Pocket book ; which, on exa- 


mining, I found was compoſed of a clear glafſy ſub- 
ſtance, firm, yet thin as the bubbles which we ſome- 
times ſee riſe on the ſurface of the waters ;—it was 
malleable, and doubled in many foldings, ſo that, 
when ſhut, it ſeemed very ſmall ; but when extended 
was more long and broad than any ſheet I ever faw 
of imperial paper ;—its uſes were deciphered in the 


following inſcription : 


Tas 


THE INVISTBLE SKY... - [5 
Tus Wonpaxres Tarun, 


* ck in haters place it is FRY 

recelyes:the impreſſion of every word 
« that is ſpoken, in-as diftin& a manner as if en- 
« graved ; and can no way be expunged, but by the 
« breath of a virgin,” of ſo pure an innocence as 


© not to have even'thoupht on the difference of ſexes; 


« —after:ſuch a one, if ſuch a one 1s to be found, 

* has blown pretty hard upon it for the ſpace of -- 

_ © feven ſeconds and three quarters, the muſt wipe it + 

_ « gently with the firſt down under the left wing of 

« an unfledg'd ſwan, -pluck'd when the. moon 1s in 

« three degrees of Virgo ;—this done, the Tablet | 

_ « will beentirely free from all former MenoopnunG; 

« and fit to take a new imprefiivn. =» 

__ i Nate, That the My, AR wok exctes twelve years | 
«4. .of age? i:-! | | | 


| I was very GY divided between theſe ws; _ 

| the Belt of Invitbility put a thouſand rambles into. 
my head, which promiſed diſcoveries highly flattering 
to the inquiſitiveneſs of my humour ; but then the 

Tablet, recording every thing I ſhould hear ſpoken, 


which I confeſs my memory is too defeCtive to retain, 


fhlled me with the moſt ardent defire of becoming 
maſter of ſo ineftimable a treaſure :=--in fine, — I 
wanted both ;—ſo encroaching is the temper of man- 
kind, that the grant of one favour generally payes 
the way for ſoliciting a ſecond. 

While T was in this dilemma a firatagem occurred, 
which I heſitated not to put in practice, and found 
it anſwer to my wiſhes ;—T took both' the Beit and 
Tablet in my band; and, having carefully lock'd the 
door of the cabinet, returned to the Adept ;—he 
faw the Belt, which being long, hung over my wriſt, 
but not perceiving I had the 'Tablet,---+ The choice 
* you have made, faid he with a ſmile, confirms the 
* truth of what I always believed, that cwiofity is 
* the moſt prevailing paſlion of the human mind.” 

B 4 _ * However 
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conditions preſcribed in the label of the Tablet, I 
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* However juſt that poſition may be, replied I, 
that propenſity 1s not? ſtrong "enough in me, to. 
make me able to decide between the wonderful: 
Tablet, and the no leſs wonderful ' Belt;---they 
appear to me of ſuch equal eſtimation, that when- 
ever I would. fix on the one, the benefits of the 
other rife up; in oppoſition to my choice z/ and I 
know not which of the two. I ſhould receive with 
moſt pleafure, or leave with the leaft 'regret 3—F 
have therefore brought both down to you, and en-- 
| treat you will determine-for me.” 
I ſoon ' perceived he underſtood my: meaning per- | 


fedtly well; for, after a little pauſe. —* When I made- 


« you the offer, ſaid he, of whatever you: liked beſt 
* among my colle&ion of curiofities,, F intended not 
that your acceptance of one- thing thould render 
you unhappy through the want 'of 'another ; take 
then, I beſeech you, bath: the Belt and the Tablet, 
you ſhall leave neither of them behind you ;—nor 
do I wonder you ſhould deſire to unite them ;—they 
are, in a manner concomitant ; and the ſatisfaction. 

that either of them would be. able to procure, 
would be incompleat without the afliſtance of the 
other.” Fd. 44 TT v3: 106 303113 335.11 94-1 | 
Thus was I put in poſſeſſion of a. treaſure,.- whichi 
I thought the more vaſuable, as I was pretty certain 
no other perſon, in this kingdom at leaſt, .enjoyed 
the like ;—after making proper acknowledgments' to 


the obliping donor, I took my leave, and returned 
home with a heart overflowing with delight. 


| It was not long before T\made trial of my Belt, and 
found the effe&ts as the labe] had deſcribed ;: I alſo 
opened my Tablet, —fpoke; and ſaw my words im- 
mediately imprinted: on it ;---F then procured ſome 
Swans-down, according; to direCtion, and entreated 
ſeveral young Ladies to breathe upon it one after ano- 
ther ; but though I dare anſwer for their virtue, the 
favour they did me was in vain,---the impreſſion re- 
mained ſtill indelible. [ales ON. 
- Indeed, when I began to conſider maturely on the 


was 
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| was ſenſible that it was not enough for a virgin to be 
perfe&tly innocent, ſhe muſt alſo be equally Ignorant, 
to be qualified for the performance of the taſk re- 
quir'd ; and not to have once thought on the differ- 
ence of ſexes, ſeem'd a thing ſcarce poflible after fix- 
or ſeven years of age at moſt, and would have been 
as great a prodigy as either of thoſe that had been be- 
ſtow'd upon me by the Adept. _ 

| What would I not have given for fuch a one as 
Miranda in Shakeſpear's Inchanted Iſland ;' but ſuch 
a hope being vain 1 was extremely puzzled, and knew 
not what todo ; —at laſt, however, a Jucky thought 
_ got me over the difficulty ; — it was this: — I pre- 
_ vailed for a ſmali ſum of money, with a very poor 
widow, who had ſeveral children, to let me have a 
girl, of about three years old, to bring up and edu- 
cate as I judged proper ; — I then committed my 
| little purchaſe to the care of an elderly woman, who 

_ diſcretion I had experienced ; — I communicated to 
her the whole of my defign, and inſtruQted her how 
to proceed in order to render it effe&tual, 

 Thelittle creature was kept in an upper-room, | 
which had no windows in 1t but a ſky-light in the 
roof of the houſe, fo could be witneſs of nothing 
_ that paſs'd below ;—her diet was thin and very ſpar- 
ing ;—ſhe was not permitted to fleep above half the 
time generally allow'd for repoſe, and faw no living 
_ thing but the old woman who lay with her, gave her 
| food, and did all that was neceffary about her. | 

1 fre quently viſired them in my Inviſtbility, ind 

was highly pleaſed and diverted with the diligence of 
my good old woman ;—the not only obeyed my or- 
ders with the utmoſt punctuality, but did many things 
of her own accord, which, though very requiſite, F 
had not thought of. T6 prevent her young charge 
from falling into any of thoſe diftempers which the 
want of exerciſe ſometimes occaſions, the contrived 
to make a ſwing for her acroſs the room, taught her 
to play at battledoor and ſhuttlecock,—to toſs the ball 
and —_ it at the rebound, and ſuch like childiſh 
By _  gambols, 
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| ganas, which both delighted her mind and kept 
er limbs in a continual motion, SET AFP 

This condu, and this regimen conſtantly obſerved, 


maintained my virgin's purity inviolate, as I did not 


fail to make an eflay in a few days after ſhe entered 
Into her thirteenth year, and the ſucceſs of my endea- 
vours made me not regret the pains I had been at for 
ſuch a length of time. Dd i rf og p90! ann 
© Now it runs into my head that ſome people will. 
 not;give credit to one word of all this ; for as there 
are many who believe too much, there are yet man 
more who will believe nothing at all but what their 
own ſhallow reaſon enables them to comprehend :— 
well then, —let them judge as they think fit, —let 
them puzzle their wiſe noddles *till they ake,—I ſhall. 
Gt ſnug in my Inviſibility while they loſe half the 
pleaſure ; and, it may be, all the improvement of 
my lucubrations. ik ooo her ST 
But thoſe who reſolve to purſue me through the 
_ following pages, with an ingenuous candour,. I flattet 


. myſelf will lofe nothing by the chace ;—they will 


find me in various places, though not in ſo many as 
_ Perhaps they may expe& ;—they would in vain ſeek 
me at court-balls,---city-feaſts,---the halls of juſtice, 
or meetings for eleEtions ;-—nor do I much haunt the 
opera or play-houſes :—-in fine,—1I avoid all crouds, 
al mixed aſſemblies, except the maſquerade and Ve- 
netian -balls.---I am a member of the eftabliſl'd 
church ; but as I am not aſhamed of appearing at 
divine worſhip, never put on my Inviſible Belt when 


1 go thcre.---I revere regal authority, but ſeldom _ 


viſit the cabinet of princes ; becauſe they are gene- 
Tally fo filled with a thick fog, that the chriiſtaline. 
_ texture of my Tablets could not-receive what was 
faid there, ſo as to be read diſtinQly ; nor do I much 
care to venture myſelf among their miniſters of ftate, 
or any of their under-working tools ; the floors of _ 
_ their rooms, in which their cabals are held, are com- 
poſed of ſuch ſlippery materials that the leaſt faux 
pas might endanger my Inviſibiliry, if not my neck. 
-—I ſhould be more frequently with the gyilitary gen-. 
| | - -*.... .tlemen, 
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flemen, but that they are ſo apt to draw their ſwords 
without occaſion, that while they think they are 
fencing in the air they might chance to cut the Belt 
in ſunder ;--and what a hgure I ſhould make, when 
one half of. me was: diſcovered and the other was 
concealed.---] wilt not mention the conſequences ſuch 
_ a ſight might produce in ſome of them. 0-7 one 
But it would be of little importance to the public _ 
to be told where 1 am not, unleſs they alſo know 
where I am:---have patience then, good people, 
' Sometimes I ſtep in at one or other of thoſe gam- 
1ng-houſes, which are above law, by being under 


| the proteRtion of the great ; but I ſeldom ftay long 


In any of them, as ] can ſee nothing but what I have 
ſeen an hundred times before in thoſe lefſer afſemblies 
of the fame kind, that have been ſo juſtly put down 
by authority. - 36 UI IM oe 2 
Sometimes I peep into the cloſet of an antiquarian, 
where I find' matter enough to excite both my pity 
.and contempt.---What greater inſtance can we have 
_ of the depravity of human nature than in a rich cur- 
mudgeon, who, while he grumbles to allow his fa- 
mily neceffary food, chearfully unties, his bags and 
_ pours out fifty, or it may be an hundred guineas, for 
the' purchaſe of a bit of old copper,—only becauſe a 
fellow of more wit than honeſty tclls him it was 
found under the ruins of an ancient wall, where it 
| had been buried ever fmee the time of Julius Czfar 
- or Severus ? | FE Car I po Ns wo 
 _ Sometimes too T amuſe myſelf with turning over 
the colleEtion of a virtuoſo, where I am always filled 
with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, at Gnding ſums ſuffici- 
ent to: endow -an hoſpital :laviſh'd in the purchaſe of 
_ wings of butterflies,---the ſhells -of fiſhes,---dried 
. rTeptiles,---the paw of ſome exotick animal, and ſuch 
'like baubles, neither: pleaſing in their proſpeQ, r.or 


— uſeful in their natures. © 


Sometimes I make one at the levee of a riclheir, 
juſt arrived from his travels to the poſſeſſion of an 

over-grown eftate ; where 1 cannot help —_ 
N\ þ | = 
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the future fate of the poor youth, on ſeeing him 
bc fieg. d with a croud of marriage-brokers,—pleaſure- 

 biokets, ---exchange-brokers;--- lawye! [JE gameſters, 
— French taylo:is,— Dreſden milligers,— petitioning | 

| harlots,—congratulating poets ;—in fine, with ſhar- 
Peis, flatterers and {ycophants of every kind. 
Sometimes I mingle 1 in the rout of a, woman of qua- 
 lity,—ſee who wins,—who loſes at play, and in what 
manner ladies are frequently obliged to pay their debts 
of honovr. __ | 
When I have nothing | better to amply my choke ] 
loiter away ſome hours in St. James's-park, Kenfing- 
ton-garcens, or Vaux-hall, Ranelagh, and Mary-le- 

.bon, and am often witneſs of fome ſcenes exciting pre- 
ſent mirth and future refleftion. 

But my chief delight is in the drawing-room of ſome 
celebrated toaſts, whence I often ſteal into their bed- 
chambers ;—— but don't be frighted, ladies, —I never 

carry my inſpeQions farther than the ruel/le. | 

/ heſe are ſome few particulars of the nur I have 

| made.; ;—to give the whole detail would be too tedious, 

—]lI ſhall therefore only ſay, that wherever Tam found, 

I ſhall always be found. a lover of morality, and no 
enemy to religion, or any of its worthy profeſſors, of 

- what ſe or denomination ſoever. 

_. And now, reader, having let thee. into the ſocres of | 
my hiſtory, as far as it 1s convenient for me to reveal, 
Ithall leave thee to enjoy the advantage of-thaſe _ 
veries my Invifbuuy: enabled me to nuke; 


CHAP, IL 


3 . 


Contains Foe premiſes very neceſſary to be "ned 
by every reader ; and alſo an ofrouer of the, authas!s 


 frft Invifible Viſit.” Hot" bg | ens For 


T was in the beninnidg of - that ſeaſon of the year 

] which affords moſt food for. an inquiring mind, 
that I had'got all things:in order to ſally forth on my 
Inviſible Pregrefſions;—the king was lately returned 

from viſiting his German dominions z——the auguſt re- 
prefentatives 
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preſentatives of the whole body of the people were 
juft ready to afſemble ;—Hanover had given back 
our ftateſmen, and Paris our fine gentlemen ;—the 
expounders of the law were hurrying to Weſtminſter- 
| hall, and thoſe of the goſpel to' pay their compli- 
ments at St. James's ;—the ſhips of war were mofily 
moored, and their gallant commanders had quitted 


the rough athletic toil for the foft charms of eaſe and 


luxury ;—the land heroes, who having no employ-_ 
ment for their ſwords had 'paſſed their days in rural 
| ſports, now hunted after a different fort of game at 
the theatres and maſquerades ;—frequent conſulta- 
tions were held at the toilets of. the ladies, on ways 
and means to outihine each other in the circle ;— 
former amours were now revived, and new ones 
every day commenced ;—madam intellizence, with 
her thouſand and ten thouſand emiffaries, all loaded 
with reports, ſome true, ſome falſe, flew ſwiftly 
through each quarte: of this great metropolis ; and, 
| had every pore of every human body been an ear, 
they all might have been fully gratified. = 24s 
— But though I confeſs myſelf to have been horn _ 
with the molt infatiable curioſity of knowing all that _ 
can be known, yet I could never depend upon the 
_ credit of common fame for the truth of any thing I 
heard ;—always remembring Mr. Dryden's words $67. 


< With wondrous art things done ſhe magnifies, - 
«* Feigns things not done, and mingles truth with 
lies”? ME Dn OE" 9/43» the! 


How pleaſing therefore muſt this gift of Inviſfibility 
be to a perſon of my inquiſitive, and at the ſame 
_ time incredulous diſpoſition ;—a gift which enabled 

me fo penetrate into the moſt hidden ſecrets, and be 

convinced of their veracity by the teſtimony of my 
own eyes and ears. 7-10 6 rats 
\ But beſides the gratification of a darling paſſion, 
I had another, and much more juſtifiable reaſon for 
the value I ſet upon the legacy of my departed 
friend z which is this,—I have jt ip my power to. 

X EEE p | pluck 
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pluck off the maſk of hypocriſy from the ſeeming 
© faint ;—to expoſe vice. and folly in all their various 
modes and attitudes ; to ftrip a bad ation of all the 
| ; nar pretences made to conceal or palliate it, and 
ew It in its native uglineſs.—At the fame time, T 
| have alſo the means to reſcue injured innocence from 
the cruel attacks begun by envy and ſcandal, and 
| propagated by prejudice and ill-nature.—In fine, I. 
| am enabled by this precious gift, to ſet both things 
lil and perſons in their proper colours ; and not in ſuch 
| © as ei her, throug" malice, or partial fayour, they ace 
| | frequently made to appear. 1 v6 rs 
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| I ſhould be ſorry, however, if any thing I have 
j faid ſhould give the reader occaſion to imagine'I am 
going to preſent him with a book of ſcandal ; —=no,— 
the ſecrets of families, and charaQeers of perſons ſhall 
"be always ſacred with me ;—T ſhall give no man the 
| opportunity of indulging .a malicious pleaſure of 
laughing at his neighbour's faults ;—my aim in this 
work is not to ridicule, but reform.—l would touch 
the hearts, not call a bluſh upon the face ;—and as 
few people have errors ſo peculiar to themſelves as 
there are not many guilty of the like, if the offender 
keeps his own council, he may very well paſs un- 
diſtinguiſhed among rhe croud of others equally cul- 
able. SAP INC M319 al Font tohgurt 
c Let no one therefore pretend to point at his com- 
panion, and ery ont, © This is the man,—on pain of | 
provoking my Inviſibleſhip to, declare his own fautts ; 
but let every one who finds a difagreeable likeneſs of 
himſelf in any of the charaQers I ſhall draw, ſet im- 
mediately about reQiiying the blemiſhes which give _ 
that'reſemblance ; and, as I inſcribe no real name to 
the picture, he may ſafely defy the tongue of cenſure, 
=" Vbamand is juſtly accounted one of the moſt ac- 
 compltthed .gentlemen of the preſent age,—the grace- 
fulneſs of his perſon, —the engaging manner of his 
converſation,—his fine: addreſs and uncommon capa 
city, makes his company defired by all the young 
and gay part of the world, as his great learning and 
perfeQ knowledge of men .and things render him _ 
: oracle 
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THE INVISIBLE SPY; . - us 
oracle of the more grave and ſerious ;---I had fre- 
quently the hon:ur of meeting bim at ſeveral places 
where I viſited, and found nothing in him which could 
in the leaft contradiQt thoſe high 1deas fame had given 
me of him. | CEENS $ paty | 
It was therefore natural for me to take the advan- 
tage of my Gift of Inviſibility, in order to view this 
great perſon in his moſt retired moments ;---I mean 
when he was alone, and diveſted of all thoſe mcdes 
and ceremonies, which often diſguiſe the real man, 
and ſhew him to the public far different from what 
he 1s. IND 

Accordingly, the firſt viſit I made in my Belt was 
' to his houſe ;---1 flipt in as ſoon as I ſaw the door 
' opened, - -went up ſtairs, and paſſed thro' ſeveral 
rooms till I came to that where he was ſitting ;-- I 
found him with a book in his hand, on which he 
ſeem'd very intent ;---I doubted not but it was a trea-' 
tiſe of philoſophy, or ſome other piece of learning or' 
wit, ſuitable to the capacity of ſo great a genius ; but 
how much was I ſurpriſed, when, Jooking over his 
ſhoulder, I perceivedit was Hoyle's method of play- 
ing the Game of Whiſt !---He appeared more than 
ordinary taken up with one page, for he read it oyer” 
three or four times, then ſtarted up from his chair, 
_ and throwing the book from him in a rage,-—* Curſe 
+ on this ff cry'd he, it 1s good for uothing but to 
_ © teach a man how to undo himſelf with more art.'--- 
_ Aﬀer walking for ſome minutes backwards and for- 
wards in the room, with a difordered motion, he 
| lung himſelf into his chair, and fell into a profound 
revery, in which I knew not how long be might 
| have continued, if he had not been rouſed from it b 
the approach of a perſon, who I preſently found was 
his ſteward. | Þ:14 | Se] | 
The buſineſs on which this man came into -the-. 
room was no way pleaſing to Verramond ; but be-- 
cauſe I would avoid the troubleſome repetions of--- 
ſaid he,---and replied he-—-and reſumed the other, 
and ſuch like introduQtons to every ſpeech, I ſhall 
Preſent all thoſe dialogues, which are proper to be 
q © communicated 
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communicated to the public, in the fame manner as 
ia the printed copies of theatrical performances. _ 
Steward. * My lord, the ſeveral tradeſmen, whom 
your lordſhip ordered ro come this morning, are 
below and wait your Lordihip's commands. 
Perramond. * Aye,-—to-morow fix months if you. 
* will; for I ſhall tcarce have any buſineſs with them _ 
*. before. rs ET 5 
Steward, * My lord, I told them they ſhould all 
© be paid off this morning,---W hat excuſe can I make 
* to them for ſuch a aiſappointment ? 


. bVerramond. * E'en what you will ;---if you can 


«* invent nothing better, you may tell them that you 


* ly'd when you made them thar promiſe in my name. 


Steward. * Your lordſhip knows it was by your 
own order I made them that promiſe ; and that 
you ſent me into the city yeſterday for money, 


| had told them :---if your Jlordihip pleaſe to conſider 

it is now a long time fince they brought in their 
| bills, and they have had a great deal of patience. 

. Verramend, © Rot their patience.---Do you think 


c 
« which I doubted not but was ro make good what T 
« 


* to make a merit to me 0: their patience ?---Go, I 


« fay, ſend them away, and let me hear no more of 


«© them, _ | 


The tone in which Verramond uttered theſe words. 
was ſo auſtere, that the honeſt domeſtic had not cou- 
rage to reply, but left the room immediately, proba- 
bly to receive no ſofter treatment below from thoſe. 
he was compelled to diſappoint, than he had juft 


met with above for attempting to intercede in their 
behalf. vo | 


Lord Macro was preſently after introduced ;—-the 
late ſullenneſs of Verramond ſeemed now entirely difſ- 


ſipated ;---whatever was his heart his countenance 
wore only ſmiles, and he ran to receive him with 


open arms and all the teſtimonies of the moſt perfe& 
fatisfaCtion ;- -and yet, as I ſoon found by the diſ-. 
courſe they had together, this very Macro, the night 
before, had won of him at play fifteen hundred 


_ pounds, which was the ſum he had ſet apart for the 
LE ET <DY payment | 


DE VI OI omg ret 


THE FNVISIBLE $PY: eo. 
payment of his creditors.--- Their converſation'turning 
wholly upon gaming, a ſubje&. neither entertaining 
nor improving, I ſhall give my readers no more than: 
a bare ſpecimen of it.. of See | 
Lord Macre. © My dear Verramond, I- eould not 
* be eaſy ?till. I ſaw you this morning.---E thoughe 
_ © you lett the company ſomewhat abruptly laſt night, 
« and was afraid your ill luck had given you ſome 
© chagrin. "et a | TOR 
Verramond. © Not in the leaſt,, my dear Macro, — 
- I never think any. thing loſt that a.triend gains ; but 
I remembered that I hed ſome letters: to write, 
otherwiſe ſhould have ftaid. and truſted fortune 
with'a brace or two-of hundreds farther. | 
Lord Macro. * As it is an honour to get the better 
*- of your lorcſhip in any thing, ſo. it will. be no dif- 
© grace to be overcome by a perſon of ſuch ſuperior 
* abilities ; therefore I am ready to give you your. 
_ © revenge when you think fit. 
 PFerramond. * Nay,—as. for that, Macro, it muft. 
* be confeſſed you know the game better than I' 
Here'followed a long ſucceſſion of- mutual compli: 
ments ON each other's {k1i] in play, of which growing 
heartily. tired, 'I. was beginning to. think. of. leaving 
the place, and ſhould have done fo, if. the appear-- 
_ ance of the fteward a ſecond time had not made. me 
expect ſome: change in the ſcene ;—his errand, and 
the ſucceſs it met with, will- not perhaps. appear ſa 
extraordinary to thoſe acquainted. with .the modi 
way of thinking as it then did to me. 
Steward. * Farmer Hobſon is below, my lord ;— 
© the poor man has rode hard all! night, on purpoſe 
© to reach town this morning and lay his: miſerable 
condition before your lordſhip. | Be. 
 Perramond, © Piſh, what have-TI to do with his 
* condition ? EIS, - 
Steward. * He ſays, my lord, that his crop proved 
* ſo bad laſt year that he had ſcarce wherewith to 
* ſtock the ground ;—that Mr. Hardmeat, your lord- 
© ſhip's ſteward in the country, is very ſenſible of his 
_ © misfortunes, yet though there ate but five o_— 
ee”: — * due, 
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* due, threatens to turn him out of the farm next 

_ * week;;—he therefore humbly hopes: your lordſhip 

will take compaſſion on him, as he has fix- ſmall 

: "chiliren, and his wife now Iying-in of the ſeventh. 
FVerramond. * What: buſineſs. have ſuch fellows to- 
* get children ?—Does he expe& my.rent ſhall go for 

© the maintenance of his brats? 

- Steward. * He begs your lordſhip to confer, that 
* for theſe eleven years he has rented the farm he has 
© always paid your lordſhip honeſtly, and does not 
* doubt, through providence, but ro do fo till, if 
_ © your Jordſhip is pleaſed to have patience till next 

E harveſt is over, and not ruin him at once. | 
_ ÞFerramond. © Let me hear no more of this ſtuff, — 
© 1 leave all to Mr. Hardmeat,, he knows. what he 
* has to- do, and I hall give. myſelf no trouble 
« about 1t.” | 

The Rewerd, whh whoſe good-nature T'whs infi- 
nitely charmed, had his. mouth open to urge ſome- 

_ thing farther in behalf of the diſtrefl&d farmer, but 
was prevented by a ſervant that inftant coming it 
and preſenting a letter to Verramond, who. then bid 
him go down and tell the unhappy ſupplicant he 
_ might return home, for there was no anſwer to be 
' given to his complaint, 

Verramond would not open the letter he had juſt | 
received till he knew who ſent it ; but on his foot- 
man's informing him it came: from Mr. Gamble,. he 
| haſtily broke the ſeal and found the. contents as 
follow : 


« May it pleaſe your Jord{hip,. 


© My ever honoured lord, * rn 
| ne vr 
Happened to be e Ry laſt night at a houſe 
«1 She the cont Sith his dg made a 

« forcible entrance, demoltſhhed our ta les, put moſt 
4 of the company to flight and ſeized the reſt ; F 
« was unluckily one of this laſt claſs, and committed 
« to durance vile, as Hudibras fays, and your lord- 
« ſhip wil} perceive by the date hereof. 
«A ooefia 
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« A perſon here has undertaken, for a fee of five 

« ouineas, to procure my immediate diſcharge, and 
« ] do not doubt, by the method he propotes, but 
« that he is able to do it.—I am not, however, at 
«« preſent, maſter of as many ſhillings, nor can any 
«way ratſe the money he demands, :aving been. 
« obliged, the day before this accident befe] me, to 
« leave my watch, linen, and beſt apparet at Mr. 
« Grub's, in truſt for a finall ſum required of me __ 
&« by the pariſh officers, on account of a baſtard child, 
« which a wench of the town has done me the 


| ©. honour to fwear I am the father of. 


« All my hopes, therefore, of getting out of limbo 
are in your lordfhip's generoſity, which if you 
vouchſafe to grant me this one more proof of, I | 
+ ſhall, if poſſible, be more than ever, Ty 
« With the moſt profound duty, 
| | ” Dear patron, 
« Your ever devoted vaſſal, 
© RICHARD GAMBLE, 


cc 
cc 


_ « P,S. I had forgot to acquaint your lordſhip, 
&« that I ſhall have need of more than the above- 
+ mentioned ſum for diſcharging the fees of this 
« curſed hole, without the payment of which I 
«© cannot be releaſed FF” | 


Verramond heſitated not a moment to comply with 
this requeſt, nor even whether he ſhould exceed. 
what was defired of him :—he drew out his purſe, 
Put ten guineas into the footman's hands, and ordered 
him to run direRtly to Bridewell ;—Carty that money 
to Mr. Gamble, with his compliments, and let him 
know he ſhould be glad to ſee him as ſoon as he had 
recovered his liberty. 5 | on 

Who will ſay now that Verramond is not lberal ? 
—but alas !—How il|-placed an a& of benevolence 


was this ?—was it not rather caprice than true cha- 


rity, which induced him to beſtow this money to 
ſave a common ſharper from the puniſhment he juſtly 
merited ; yet at the ſame time refuſe to an honeſt 

induftrious 
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induſtrious tenant a ſmall reſpite- of payment, though 
to preſerve him and his poor family from fure de- 
ſtruction ?—bur Gamble: was a necefſary: perſon at a 
gaming-table,—he was of importance to his pleaſure _ 
_ that way; and the- farmer being only*regarded for the 
rent he paid, when-detieient in that, muſt be thrown 
out like a piece of ufeleſs lmnber, and his place oc-. 
_ Cupied by ſore one who. promiſed tobe of greater 
utility; 
Yet do I not ehink ſuc a conduR is always to 
be aſcribed to the fault of nature. —Verramond has 
certainly the ſeeds of virtue and honour in his ſoul; 
but they are-ſuffocated 2nd choaked-up by his 1mmo- | 
derate love of play ;—ſtrange is it, that'a man Capa- 
ble of thinking fo juſtly, will not beat the pains of 
thinking at all, bur ſuffer -himſelf ro be ſwayed, by a 
darling prapenfity, to ations, which-=if- he once re- 
feed upon, .he-would be fo far from perpetrating, 
_ that he - wad deſpiſe the- very NN. ON of being | 
nilty.o | 
: L ieft him and Macro together ; but, my Tablets 


| being already full, I can repeat no-more of their con- 


veration: than what my memory - ſupplies me with, 
which 1s only that an agreement was - made between 
them to try their fortune a ſecond time. at whift ; 
but whether Verramond either recovered or added to 
his loſs the night. before, I' did not give myſelf the 

trouble to' examine ; nor, indeed, thought it worthy £ 
6 any-part of my Concern. 


C-H A'P. 1. 


Preſents the hs with ſome paſſa, ES cannot 
fail of being. entertaining” to Ao » not intereſted in 
them, and may be of ſervice to thoſe who are. 


MON G the numerous troops of Britiſh toaſts, 

\ there are few who ſhine with more diſtin- 
guilhed Juftre, in all public places, than the beauti- 
tul Marcella ; beſides an exatt ſymmetry of features, 
a molt delicate complexion, and a fine turned m_ 
04 tncre 
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there 18 ſomething - peculiarly enchanting 1n her air 


and mien ;—] never ſee her without being reminded 


of the. elegant deſcription. Milton gives of Eve 1 in. her 
ate.of innocence.; | 


<Grace-was in all her ſteps, heav'n in 6 hate eyes, 
« In ever geſture dignity and love,” 


She was married very young to "Celadon, and 
though neither of their hearts had been conſulted in 
the match, yet they had the reputation of living well | 
_ together ;—they behaved to .each other with 'the 
 greateſt,complaiſance in public, and-if -=ny cauſe of 
diſcontent ever happened .between them, both .had 
the diſcretion to keep it extremely private. 

I could not, therefore, expett to make 'any  ex- 
traordipary diſcoveries -in this family ;—the door, 
however, happening to be open one day as I paſſed 
by, 1 ſtepped in without any previous deſign, and 
now I did ſo was rather excited by curioſity of ſeeing. 
ſome fine pictures, which I had been told were in the 
houſe, than of prying into the behaviour of 'the 
OWNElS. 

But it frequently falls out, that ackac x we leaſt ſeek 
we moſt eaſily find, and that thoſe things which we 
imagine fartheſt from us are 4n effect the neareſt ;j— 

1n paſling through the ſeveral rooms in this houſe 1 - 


faw Marcella writing in her cloſet, and never wasT 


ſo much amazed as now to find fo fair a form harbour 
a mind capabne of GQating theſe lines : 


'To FiiLawovn.. 


i Deareſt of your ſex, _ 

HANKS to the powers of love and fb, 

that hated bar 'to all the happineſs of my 
« life 1s removed for a ſhort time,—Celadon:is gone 
« into the country upon a party of .pleafure, and this 
« night is entirely .my own ;—if therefore no more 
«  m— engagement detzins you, come here be- 
« tween the hours of twelve and one; I ſhall take 


" *© care 


ue; 
-— - mor" 4 


<« that lam _\ 
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<< care to fend all the family to bed, except the faith- 


« ful Rachel, who ſhall attend to admit you, on 
« oiving a gentle rap aginft the ſhutter of the par- 


__ «. Jour window next the door ;—let me know by the 
* bearer, whether I may expe you,--though it is 
<« a'bleſſing I ſcarce'doubt of, if any of that affeCtion 


© be lincere, as you have often yowwed to 
«© The believing, 
. And pullongte © 
«6 «Ma RCELLA,” 


| Having ſealed this billet, ſhe called her chamber- 


maid, and ordered her to ſend it, as direQted, by a 


"truſty porter ;—then threw herſelf upon a couch, — 
took the novel of Silvia and Philander,—read a little 


in it,—ſighed, and ſeemed all diffolved in the moſt 


tender languiſhment, when her emiffary returned, 
and brought this anſwer to her furmons : 


To the charming MaxCeL A. 


_ « Dear angel, 
Am at cx. 2 I ſurrounded with a great deal of 


'«« 2 company, and have no opportunity to thank 


* as I would the kindneſs of yours ;---I can only fay, 
«« that nothing ſhall keep me from flying, with all 


* the. wings of love, to my adorable Marcella, at 


«© the appointed hour ;—till then—adieu ;—be aſſured 


« With the utmoſt ardency, 
«+ Your devoted Vaſſal, 
| « FILLAMOUR.” 


The falr thertide, now expretied the higheſt fatiſ- 
faftion, and immediately fell into diſcourſe with her 
\confidant Rachel, concerning the manner in which 
this noQurnal - gueſt ſhould be: concealed, and how 


[neither his entrance nor his exit be diſcovered, of 


_ ſuſpeed by any of the family. 


had no curioſity to know any thing farther 6f 
this n Ws, ſo took-the hieſt "—_— of we 


— Y __: FI9Y wy -_—_ Py TIO 30 Sn ia 
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the houſe, extremely troubled in my mind that a 


woman, whoſe beauty had ſo much attracted my 


reſpec, ſhould prove herielf ſo' unworthy of it by 
her:conduQ. 1 EUN 
© With) what boldneſs, ſaid T within myſelf, does 


+ the lovely wanton run headlong to her ruin, fear- 
< [eſs. of guilt, and» of the pumſhment which one 


« time or other muſt be the unfailing conſequence z 


This As, if that faultleſs form-could-a& no crime, 
+ Butheaven on looking on it muſt forgive!” 


I BUF LEI 'and got my tablets cleared: from the 


impure: contents of the above recited epiſtles, ;z—I 


wiſhed, indeed, to think no more of this tranfattion ; 
and, to ſecond my endeavours that way, towards - 
evening fallied '6ut again equipped in my Inviſible 
| Belt, hke a true knight-errant, in ſearch of fuch-ad- 
_ ventures as :Chance ſhould preſent ane with. Shai 

_ For the fake of anmaſement T ſtepped into a cer: 


tain coffee-houſe, which 'I had! been -told was much 


frequented: by the lower claſs: of politicians ; but 
either I was nufinformed, or none of thoſe gentlemen 


happened to be there at the time T was, I found 


only a good mamber- of jolly tradeſmen, —honeſt, 
well-conditioned creatures,” who: ſee no farther than 
their noſes, —<take every. thing for gofpel that' they 
find in 'the Gazette, or is told them by their ſupe- 
nors';—are very far from wiſhing any hurt to the 
commonwealth, and not much nearer in abilities to 


«do it any real fervice :—in fine, ſuch-as may be called 
real pallives in human life, who are governed by 
what they think is the judgment of others, withour 


making the leaſt uſe of that with which God: has 


endowed themſelves. lathe ba ag nga 2, 
| _ The king had! been that day. at the parliament 


houſe;:being' the! firſt time: of his going-there ſince 
his return! ro England, :and, on this. joyful occafion 


attificets bad thrown aſide | their tools, —ſhop-keepers 


had leaped from behind their compters ta be! ſpeRta- 
tors of the royal pomp ; all the converſation among 
the 
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the company I now was with, at leaft all-T couſd 


diftinly hear, (for it muſt be obſerved there were 
many ſpeakers at the fame time) turned 'on |theſe 
1mportant points :—how well his majeſty looked, — 


what cloaths he had -on;—and who wete- the \noble- 


men-that:attended him :—one boaſted he had been 
{o near the ſtate-coach that he could with eaſe have 
touched the king's garments as he ſtepped in;z—-ano- 
ther, that he had got into the penny mber, and 
ſaw the procefſion paſs the whole length-of the room; 


| —a third, that a friend had - mntroduced him- where 
his majeſty put on his robes and crown ;—a fourth, 


that he had feen him ſeated onthe throne':—1n- fine, 


| there were: ſeveral *who had. received honours''that 
day ſuch as had left-a:glee u = their countenances, 


which perhaps a ſtatute erin pn the next 


But what' moſt diverted me was a poor. grocer, 


who, on being aſked if he had ſeen the king, ſhook 


his head, .and 4n-a'very piteous tone made this reply : 
+ Sure never « any thing /happened fo” curſedly un- 


; lucky ;—jult as I had taken up my hat and cane to 


« go, an impertinent il]-ſtart'd cuſtomer came in for 


"0 ſugar, and obliged me to pull down half the loaves 


« in my ſhop fer her to chooſe which ſhe liked beft ;— 


© then aſked for fpices of three or four different ſorts ; 


< —then half a doyen of jar Taifins and a; pound of 


« -almonds.—I told her I would ſend the things. home 


< immediately to her houſe ; 'but ſhe: would needs 
* ſee them all packed up before the left the ſhop ;— 

© all this took up ſo much. time, that before ] had 
© -quite done the ſecond guns. went off; and I knew 


© that if I ran that moment to the Park, his majeſty 


$ would be at. St. James's before 1 could get to 


ring-garden-gate.” 

"Ms grave old gentleman, who all this while bad fat 
mate 1n:4 icorner of the room, /on hearing; what was 
faid, roſe from his place, /and approaching the grocer 
with a ſort of contemptuous ſneer, addrefled himſelf 


"= \ . %\You 
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© You have met with a very grievous diſappoint- 
* ment indeed, Mr. Fig ;—it is not, howeyer, with-- 
«* out its conſolations ;—I dare anſwer the profit in 
© the goods you have ſold to that impertinent_ cuſto- 
* mer, will enable you to make a good pudding for 
* your family next Sunday, which 1s as much, at 
© leaſt, as you could have got by the ſhew, even 
* though you were to have been paid for your huzzas : 
* —butif this conſideration thoull ſeem too trifling, 
« I can add another of more weight ;—it is this, —by _ 
« being hindered from running after the king's coach- 

* wheels, you got ſomething towards the payment 
* of your ſhare of the taxes for the ſupport of his 
* government ; and this, as I take it, is the” beſt 
* proof that you, or any good ſubject, can give of 
« your allegiance, except your vote and intereſt at; 
« an eleftion,” mn cnet 
He faid no more, nor waited to hear what fort. of 
reply might have been made to his reprimand, but 
threw down two-pence for his dith of coffee 'and_ 
went direQly out of the room. EET yy 

Every one had ſtared all the time he had been 
ſpeaking, with their mouths open, as though they 
could eat him, though none had offered to interrupt 
him ; but they no ſooner faw his back. turned, than 
they all at .once burſt out into a horſe-laugh, and 
cried, + A grumbletonian,—a malecontent,—a difaf- 
« fefted perſon I warrant.” SOT; 


I had no inclination to be a witneſs what farther 
comments would be made on the old gentleman's 
behaviour, but followed his example, and left a com- 
pany in which I found nothing capable either of im- 
proving or entertaining me ;. nor ſhould I have made 
any mention of this. incident, but to remind; the 
populous how ridiculous 1t is ia a man of buſineſs to _ 
run gadding after every public thew that preſents 
1UC{elf, while the neceſſary provition for his Smily.is 
left negleQed. | - | h | 

From thence I went to the houſe of an elderly 
lady, with whom I formerly had. been acquainted ; 


the was at that time looked upon as a pattern of 
Vor, I, EO ; picty 
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piety and prudence :—fathers,—huſbands, —brother:s 
—all who had any concern for the virtue and reputa- 
' tion of the female part of their family, recommend- 
-ed her example for their imitation; | but : at -laſt, 
after a long ſeries of the moſt laudable.and*becom- 
Ing aQtions,” ſhe at once degenerated into .the very 
reverſe of -what the had'-been ;—fell into all the fa- 
: ſhionable follies of the times, at an age when others 
are beginning to grow weary of them, and commenced 
- a coquette at ſxty-five. | 

'T had been told ſuch things, in relation to her con- 
_ duR, as ſeemed to me too unaccountable to i be be- 
- lieved ; and was extremely forry to find,. in the . viſit 
1 now made her, all thoſe reports confirmed by the 
- teſtimony of: my own ſenſes, _ ES 

"This lady, whom'I ſhall diſtinguiſh by the name of 
:Lamia, fets an high value upon hexſelf for . her-great 

fki]l at picquet ;—ſhe challenged Grizelda, another 
- antiquated belle, who alſo pretends to.be an adept in 
' that ſcience, to play with her for an hundred guineas the 
«firſt four games in fix ;—the other loved.money, and, 
not doubting ſhe ſhould come off conqueror, readily 
-embraced the propofal ; and the night agreed upon 
between them for'the deciſion-of this event, happen- 
ed to be that in which I went. 

'Grizelda came tothe door juſt as T did, ſo I ſlipped 
in behind and followed her up ſtairs, where ſhe was 
received by Lamia with the- greateſt politeneſs and 

ſhew of affeCtion ;—till ſupper was ſerved up, the dif- 
courſe betwen them was only compliments on each 
-Other's beauty and good fancy in the choice of their 
- eloaths, -which were indeed very elegant, and would 
have been noleſs becoming had time ſtood ftill in his 
courſe ſome forty or fifty years :—the cloth -was no 
ſooner removed than the card-table was called for, and 
orders given that whoever came that night ſhould be 
denied acceſs, both theſe ladies having their own 
reaſons, as I ſoon after perceived, ' that there ſhould 
be no witneſſes of what they were about to do. 

The ladies fat oppoſite to each other, —I placed 
myſelf at the end of the table, that being betwe 

| ER E224 <D- thew 
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them 1 might have the better opportunity of obſerving 


what both did : —they were now very ſerious and at- 
tentive to the buſineſs they were upon ;—played, or 
rather cheated each other with great caution ; for E 
ſoon perceived that it was in this latter part of the art 
of gaming that the excellence of either chiefly con- 


lifted. 


For a time each was ſo taken up with her own pe- 
tites fourberies as not to have leiſure to obſerve thoſe 
praQtifed by her adverfary ;—at laſt, however, Lamia 
having retaken in a card ſhe had laid out, Grizelda 
perceived it, and accuſed her of the change :—rage 
and diſdain, on finding herſelf deteQted, made the 
cheeks of the other glow with a deeper ſcarlet than 
the carmine had given them ; and her eyes, even in 
deſpight of age, ſparkled with fires which love and 
youth had never power to fill them with :—the .other_ 
wasno leſs enflamed ;——but their ger ww will 
_ be ſhewn 1n the expreſſions made uſe of 'by. them-. 
clves. | 

Lamia, « I atm ſurp riſed you can ſuſpe& me guilty 
© of ſo, mean a thing _ cheating at cards ;—ſure you 

* cannot think T value the trifle we are playing -for.— 
* What is an hundfed- guineas tome ?—1 Feed an 
* hundred n6 'more tharra pinch of ſnuff. 
 Grizelda, © Madan, T'value an hundred ovineas as 
© little” as syqurlelf;2 but T'hate'to be impoſed upon. 

Va EY you mean, madam, —do you 
* fay I haye impoſed * upon you ?. 

 Grizelda. * Tay you would have done ity I acan, 

© if my eyes had not been quicker than your hands. = 

Lamia. * Madam, I ſcorn your words; andif you | 

* were not 1n my own houſe ſhould tell you that. 

* you lyed. : 


: : Grizelda, * And'if it were not in reſpett to'your 


* age, madam, TI ſhould tell you' that you were a 
*abaſe woman, and had invited me hither only to 
* cheat me of my money. 

Lamia, * My age, —good lack, —my age,—1 leave 


* the world to judge which of us two looks the oldeſt. 


C'S ; 1 
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* —T beg, madam, you will not deceive yourſelf 3 
* it is not your long falſe locks, hanging dangling on 
© each ſide your face, that hide the wrinkles of it.. 
Grizelda. * T wear 'no plumpers, madam,—Do 
< you not remember when one of yours dropt out of 
© your mouth at lady Betty's drawing room how all 
* the company were frighted at you, and cried out 
« you Had loſt balf your face ? DO THLONETE 
I ftarted on hearing this reproach of Grizelda, be- 
ing at that, time utterly unacquainted with the mean- 
ing of it ; but as it is bighly probable that a great 
many of my readers may be as ignorant in this point 
as myſelf then was, I ſhall explain it by giving a di- 
_ reCtion of the uſe and preparation of plumpers, as I have 
fince received it from the  waiting-maid. of a woman 
of condition. | = | 


A ſure way to help Laxx Cutts. 


« FAKE a piece of . the fineſt, cleaneſt ſptnge 
© JB pou canget,—cut out,of jt two, ſmall: bol- 
« ſters, and place them . between, your Cheeks and 
<< teeth, if you have any,.if ngt the gums will ſerve to 
« keep them up ;--on taking them out of your mouth, 
<< going to. bed, f Goabogy. « —t NAS cup of roſe 
«« or orange flower water, jand. let; them. ſoak all 
<. night ;—this will not only cleanſe. theny from what- 
« ever impurities they may have - pRened to have 

able flayour to 


< received,' but will alſo give a deleC 
_* the breath. —Probatumeſt.” : es 
Theſe ladies purſued their mutual altercations for 

'a conſiderable time, in a faſhion which the 1ptelli- 
gent reader may. eafily conceive by the ſample I have 
given ;—1 ſhall therefore only ſay, that atter having 
Charged each other with all the vices and foibles that 

_ either of them could think of, .they at laſt quarzelled 
themſelves into a reconciliation, —begged each other's 
pardon, and went to play a ſecond time ;—then fel! 

_ Out again, and provocations on both ſides beirg re- 


zewed, and reproeches flill growing more pignery 
| mia 


Lamia tore the cards and threw them into the fire ;,— 

' Grizelda called for her chaip, and left the houſe in a 

oreat fury ;—1I gladly followed her out, being hearti- 

ly fick of what I had. ſeen + between * theſe fair, or ra- 

ther unfair antagoniſts ;. but had no opportunity of 

| getting away before, as the door had never once been 

opened, Fe TRE OP ry 10 ONSET ok N 

It was now. near two. hours. paſt midnight, and I 

fgund more fatisfaQtion in- the thoughts of ,going to. 

my repoſe than: in; thoſe diſcoveries my Invitibility 

had entertained me. with —— I was making all _ tne 
ſpezd Icould,tg amy apartment for that purpoſe, _ 

- but fate decreed it otterwife, and had, contrived an 


bf 


7 


N accident which renewed all my former curiolity :- 

i- in my way home I paſſed throng: the fireet where 
oor Marcella lived,..and the fizht of her, houſe þ inging. 
1a is th 1 


| freſh into my mind what the. morning had preſented, 
I] could not keep mylelf-from topping ſhort to make 
ſome refleQions, gn. the conduct of, that fair failen 
_  * She 1s doubtleſs by this time in- the arms'of her 
_ © beloved Fillamour, faid I to myſelf, and while re- 
* velling, in the, pleaſures, of a looſe. inclination, for- 
« gets all ſenſe;, of honour, —duty,—ſame, and even 
,* what 18 owing to;the merit, of thoſe charms: natu: e 
© has endowed her:with, ;—and oh, ——itrange. para- 
* dox of, a yiciqus flame !!——renders herielf cheap 
* and contemptible'in the eyes of the very man whote 
eſteem the moſt withes to preſerve.” 


$ 


JaVe How long I ſhould have remained in this reſvery I 
r t0 know not ; but 1 WAS rouled from it by the ſudden 
appearance of Celadon, who with a light. carried be- 
F _ tore him came haſlily down the ſtreet and knocked at- 
for his own. door :-——to fee kim ratua at; a; time when I. 
2M knew he was fo little  ex>eQed, made me. not doubt 
a 


a but that he had received fome information of the inju- 
ving ry done him, and came 11 ocder todetect an revenge | 
kinaſelf 0 the guilty pair.; —lI.trembled for | poor 


led Marcella ; but what grounds 1 bad to do ſo,-as well 

ET 3 25 theevent of this night's tran/a&ion, muſt be lelt wo 
fell . the next chapter. _ Ix DET RENE 

Jas C3. CHAP: 


1ank, , 
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_ Concludes, an adventure of a very ſingular nature in it; 
LS WS Conſequences. ST 
T HE anxiety I was under to know what would 
become of poor Marcella, immediztely deter- 
mined me to follow her huſband into the houſe. SA 
 man-ſervant not having obeyed his lady's commands 
in going to bed, having ſomething or other wherewith 
to employ himſelf in his own room, on hearing ſome- 
| body at the door looked through her window, and 
— it was his maſter flew down ſtairs and gave 
im entrance on the firſt knock. AS adethe 6s Et 
Rachel, who had been poſted centry in a back par- 
lour, inorder to watch the break of day, and condut 
Fillamour out of the houſe before any of the family 
were. ſtirring, now came running out on hearing the 
ſtreet door opened ; but ſcarce could an apparition 

have ſpread a greater terror through her whole frame 
than did the ſight of Celadon at this junQure. | 
Rachel. © Lord, fir, who could have thought your 

* honour would have come home to night? _ 
Celadon. © | did not deſign it, indeed ;—but is it ſo 

s ſtange a thing that a man ſhould change his mind 7” 
In ſpeaking this he'was paſling on, but ſhe threw 
herſelf between him and the foot of the ſtairs, and 
catching faſt hold of the ſleeve of his coat, prevented 

him from going up, with theſe words: 

Rachel, * Oh, dear fir, I beg you will not diſturb 
« mylady ;—— ſhe is gone to bed very much difcom- 
«* poſed :—--pray be ſo good as to ſtep into the parlour, 
< ---there 1s a good fire,—-and I will go and fee if. 
4 the is awake, and tell her you are here. 


Celadon. * My wife il] !-—What is the matter with 

RrE 5 Sets | 

* Rachel. © I] do not know, fir, but ſhe was ſeized 

© with a ſort of a---I cannot tell the name of it,---1n- 

* decd not I ;---butT believe it was ſomething' So 2 
| t fy 
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6 would be a pity' to wake her ; 
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'- Ex; -—-and ſo, fir, ſhe went to bed ; but I will 80 and 


E Jet her know you are come. 

Celadon. * No, no,---ſhe may*- be 0&5. and it 
therefore I will. 
* take your: advice, Mrs. Richel, and fit a little in. 

* the parlour.---—Tom, do vou go to bed, ---] thall.- 
*- not want any thing to-night.” 

The fellow did as he was. commanded ; and L- 
could eafily perceive, by Rachel's countenance, that. 


_ the was upon the wing to be gone too, impatient, 1 - 
_ inppoſe, to apprize Marcella © 


what had happened,.. 
and afſift her in contriving ſome means for concealing. 
her paJlant ; -but whatever her thoughts were, 
Celadon had that moment got ſomething in. his head,, 


which effeQually prevented any ſchemes ſhe might 
| otherwiſe have laid for ſecuring the honour of her-: 
| Tady ;--Tom was no fooner gone than Celadon to:k- 


hold of both her hands and drew her gently into the | 
parlour, with theſe words : 
| Celadon. * Come, pretty Mrs. Rachel, if T am fo 
© complaifant to my wife's diſorder as to refrain going - 
* tobed to her, I think that I may very well be al- 
lowed the pleaſure of your company, by way of. 
* conſolation... 
Rachel. * Oli - dear, fir, what pleaſure can you + 
; "md 1 in the company of ſuch a one as 1? 
| Celaden, * As much as I can wiſh ;-—come fit 


+ down,---nay, you ſhall fit by me ;—-now. we are 


« alone there is no occaſion for all this diſtance be- 
« tween us,-—-I have a great deal to fay to you ;--- 
« nothing ſure was ever ſo lucky as my coming home. 
« to night+;---all I could have tound in the journey I 
| propoſed would not have afforded me the thouſandth - 
part of the fatisfaQtion T now enjoy in this private _ 
. Interview with my dear girl :-—-in fine, I like you.— - 
1 love you,---and have longed almoſt ever ſince you 
* came into -the -ſamily' for :an opportunity to tell : 
* you fo.- 
Rachel. * Lord,'fir, how can your honour talk ſo, 
© =— who have ſo fine lady of your own ? : 
C eladon, * I like my wife: very well as a wife ; 


C-4 « but. 
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© but there is ſomething in the ties of marriage, which 
©: quite ſuffocate and choak up all thoſe defires which 
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* canalone give any reliſh to enjoyment. --A man 
© goes to bed to his wife as he goes to court, be- 
* cauſe It 1s the faſhion, and a ſort of duty which is 
« expected from him ; and he cannot, without being 
* 1] looked upon by the world, be diſpenſed from ; 
£ but flies to the arms of his miſtreſs as to a delicious 
* retreat, the choice of his own fancy, and well ſto- 
* red with all that can regale the ſenſes. | ER, 

| Rachel. © Lord, fir, how ſtrangely you talk to one ! 
*'=---F with your honour would Ict me go up ſtairs to 
* fee how my lady does. | | 

 Celadon, * No, indeed, T ſhall not ſuffer you to 


© be ſo urcharitable as torun away and leave me 


© alone here ;- -if my wife wants any thing the will 
© Ting her beil,---in the mean time, let us make 
* each other as happy as we can,—— Come, none of. 
* this coyneſs ;——-let me tell you, child, that too 
* much reſerve 3n private with a man who loves you, 
* and hasitin his power to make your fortune, is «s 
* unbecomeing as too much familiarity would be in 
« public ; you may depend upon it, that what- 
ever fayours you beſtow on me ſhall be returned with 
* others no lefs agreeable to youſelf.---[ know very 
© well how a. perſon of my ſtation ought to behave 
* towards one of youis in theſe caſes, and ſhall act 
* accordingly. EITLS $f 

Rachel made no reply to all this ;-- but hung down 
her head and looked extremely filly,-- not that flie 
wanted either wit or affu;ance on other occaſions ; 


but at preſent ſhe was quite at a Joſs ; and it muſt 


be owned, indeed, that ſuch a crifis afforded fuſkci- 
ent to perplex her on a double ſcore ;- -firſt, --the 
improbability, and even impoſſibility there appeared 
of concealing her lady's ſecret, which, if . diſcovered, 


might prove of the moſt fatal conſequence, bad 


thrown her inic, and ſtill kept her in the utmot cCil- 
traction of mind : --and, ſecondly, ſurpriſed «t the 
unepexCed offer made to her by her maſter, joined 
with the uncertainty in what maner the ſheuld re- 

| | CCIVC 
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ceive it, might ' very well put: her into agirations, 
fuch as to render her incapable of contriving any 
thing on her miſtreſs $ account, or reſolving what £9 
do on her own. | 
Celadon, interpreting her ſilence as a half. odor 
to his deſires, began now to ada kiſſes and embraces 
to his ſolicitations ;—the warmth with. which he 
vrefſed her foon wrought the effeQt it was intended 
for ; though T eafily perceived the moſt prevailing ar- 
_ gument he mate vfe of was taking our of his purſe 
and pouring twenty guineas into her lap. 
_ = The tranſport which ſparkled in the eyes of this 
mercenary creature, on beholoing the glittering bait, 
put me immediately in mind of what Mr. Drvcen 
makes Jupiter fay in his play of Amphytrion : 

— When I made 
«* This gold, 1 made a greater God than Jore, . 
* And gave my own omnipotence away. 


But it is little to he wondered at that' a girl, fuck : 
as this Rachel; ſhould fall proſtrate before that reign- 
ing idol of the world, which hastor its votaries nor on- 
ly men of the greateſt parts 2 ard abilities, bur ajfo too 
many among thoſe who make the highett profetiions 
_ of honour, p:obi: y, and virtue ;-=nay, Tam forty to 
ſay, of relivion —daxy experience, however, and a 
very {mall obſervation of the corrupion of the preient 
age evinces this melancholy trurh.—BEut to return, ' 
The Amorous Celagon now finding her all arfſolved, | 
and foftened to 15 purpoſe, proceeded to: the grea” ell 
familiarities :—there was no bed, nor even CUUch 23 
the room , but,—as the poet ſays, 


E Many a ny7mph has nn the floor been honey: 
*:# And much good! love without a feather-bed- 


$9 finding a ſcene was likely to ;nfive, whicki it was 
not agiceable'ro my nchnation, or any way Proper 
that I ſhould be wiin fs of, I wichdrew into an adia- 
cent parlour, which having a communication with 
| this, and the door between them not being-quite ſhut, 

Cc i opened 
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I opened wide enough to gain a paſſage, while the 
| lovers backs were turned towards that fide of the rcom. 

Solitude,—darkneſs, and the profound filence of 
every thing about me, here contributed to promote 
the moſt ſolemn meditations ;—1 refle&ted on the ex- 
treme folly, as well as wickedneſs, of giving way to 
an inordinate gratification of the ſenſes, and the cer- 
_ tain danger, and almoſt certain infamy, which attends 
the doing fo ; —on this occaſion ſeveral paſſages and 
accidents relating to many of my acquaintance oc- 
curred freſh to my mind ; and when I remembered 
| how ſome, who had been endowed by heaven.and for- 
tune with every requiſite, excepting virtue,. to com- 
plete their happineſs, yet by the want of that alone 
had expoſed themſelves to a condition the moſt ab- 
je and contemptible, to which a reaſonable being can 
. poſſibly be reduced, I could not forbear. crying. out 
with the inimitable Cowley, Ig 


0» i GARY * GEE 04 APD A. Rae tec <8 Pg $05 Los DEAE _ hs 
4 ——— peck 


© All this world's noiſe appears to me, 
* But asa dul}, ill ated comedy,” 


While I was thus ruminating, and wondering with- 
in myſelf what would be the conſequence. of this 
. night's tranſaftion, I perceived through the cre- 
vices of the window ſhutters, that the day began to- 
break, and preſently after heard a certain ruſtling up- 
on the ſtairs ;—it was occaſioned by Marcella and 
Fillamour, who, on finding Rachel did not come 
\ up as they expeCted, and the light was pretty far ad- 
_ vancing, were creeping ſoftly down, —the noiſe Mar- 
cella made in unfaſtening the chain that went acroſs 
the ſtreet-door wakened Celadon and Rachel, who it 
ſeems had both fallen afleep ; the former, on hear- 
ipg the noiſe, was running out of the parlour to, fee 
what was the matter; but Rachel prevented him, by 

ſaymg ſhe was ſure it was only one of the. footmen 
| who went out more early than ordinary to the ſtable ; 
— this excuſe might have ſolved all, if Marcella her- 
ſelf had not unjuckily been her own betrayer. _ 
That lady, incenſed beyond meaſure, puſhed 

I open 


TT _ 
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open the door . of the room where I was, and ruſhed 
through it into that where Rachel was ordered.to at- | 
tend, beginning to upbraid before ſhe ſaw her. 

Marcella. - So, minx—you have: ſerved me finely ; 
« —it is almoſt broad day,—I have knocked the heel 


_ © of my ſhoe almoſt off, for | would not ring for fear 


« of alarming the family ;—1 ſuppoſe you have been 
* aſleep: this it is :to place.any dependance on fer- - 


*+ yants.? 


 Celadon, .on hearing his wife's voice b:fore ſhe en- 
tered, had ſtepped behind a ſcreen, either ſuſp: Rt'ng 
ſomething. of the truth, or becauſe he was unwilling to - 
be furprifed with Rachel at that hour'; and: Racae], 
doubly confounded between her lady's repreaches and 
the knowledge who was witneſs of them, that the - 
was utterly unable to ſpeak one word for ſome time, 
but ſhook -her head—winked and pointed to the 


ſcreen, thinking by thoſe ſignificant geſtures, to pre= - | 


vent Marcella from ſaying any thing farther, *till bn2= - 
ing ſhe was again opening her-mouth, ſhe. recovered. .. 
herſelf enough to cry out: 

Rachel. * Lord, madam,—do not ſtand talking 
* here, you will certainly. get cold and make yourſelt - 
* worſe :—conſider you are half naked ;—pray go to - 
* bed again. _ Ts, | 

Marcella.” * What does the wench mean'? but ] 


_ © ſuppoſe you have been at the ratifia bottle and ftu-- 


* pitted -yourſelf, according. to cuſtom. —Well, *tis - 
* your own loſs ; for I dare ſwear Fillamour : would - 
* have given. you no leſs a preſent than five guineas | 
* for your diligence, if you had come up as: you ' 
© Ought to have done ;---tis now quite light in the 


© ſtreet, and a thouſand to one but ſome cf the neigh» - 


© bours may have ſeen him go out. 
 Celadon coming forward. © So, madam, I find you + 
© have been diverting yourſelf, and Fillamour is the 
* man-to.-whom I am obliged for. giving you confola- - 
* tion in -my abſence, _ Cd ae EA 

"That perſon muſt know very little of nature, who - 
does not eaſily conceive -what Marcella felt in ſo - 
thocking a junQure. ;—-furpriſe,: hame, and ola | 
or. 


] 


* aſhamed of hi, @tteupt ;---but had he not been 
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for having thus fooliſhly expoſed her guilt, quite 
overwhelmed her heart—-ſhe gave a great thriek, and 


ſuck, half fainting, into a chair ;---Rachel ran to her 
aſſiſtance, and at the ſame time willing to retrieve, if 
poſſible, told Celadon that he muſt not take any no- 


"tice of her lady's wores ;---that ſhe went very ill to 


bed ;--- that ſhe was delirious, and knew not what 
the ſaid.---This, however, had no effe upon him,--- 
he was too well convinced of the injury had been 
done him, and loaded his tranſgrefling wife with every 
inveRive thata huſband, in his circumſiances, could 


invent. © | 


But certainly it 1s impoſſible for any woman to be- 
have with greater courage and refolution than Mar- 


cejla now Gid ;---ſhe preſently regained her fpirits ; 


and, after having made Rachel leave the room, a 


moment's refleCtion ſerved her to reply to the reproach- 
es made her by her huſband, 1n theſe terms : 


Mar-e!la. * Well, fir, I confeſs appearances are 


* againft re, nor do T wonder at, nor will reſent the 


* aſperity of your treatment z3---though guilty of no 
© real ciime, my vanity has led me iato a fully 
*« which merits all you have ſaid to me.---I have not, 
* in faQ, diſhonoured either myſelf or you, and my 
* behaviuur this night has only mortified the pride ard 
« arrogance of a man who would have rivalled you in 
« ry efteem and affeRtion. ra LS SIO 6 
Celadon. © So you went to bed to him, merely to 
* convince him of your eſteem and affe&ian for me ? 
Marcel/a. * Yes, incongruous as It may ſeem, I did 
* ſo;--- | had heard that the- vain fellow boaſted no 
s. woman could refit him, if once he had an opportu- 


© nity- to prefs his ſuit :---on this T reſolved to give 


* him one as full as he could aſk, or man obtain,---I 


© aditmied him into my chamber ;--nay, into my bed, 
<4 --iſtered to all the argnments he could urze to work 


«me to his will; ard when his whole ſtock of rhe- 
* toric, on that occaſion, was exhauſted, ſhewed him 
* that ihe wife of Celadon could love no other men : 
oO }F rbuked him in a manner _ which made him 
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ſo, *nd had proccedcd to gain by force tho'e fa- 
* yours T reiuſed to grant, Rachel was planted- here, 
< in orcer tocome up to my afliſtance and prevent his 


< efforts. 


Celadon. * Excellent, ifaith beyond imagitiation; 
c 4 have been told, indeed, that a woman need 
« but Jock down upon her apron-ſiring to find an ex- 
« cuſe for the moſt enormous crime the can be -guilty 
< of; but this of yours is ſuch a one as cannot fail 
«* of giving a good deal of diverſion in a'court” of j ju- 
« dicature 3 - tho* F ſcarce think it will fave Filla- 
« mour's eftate fiom the penal'y. the law inflis:on 
« an attempt to baſtaroize an honourable yy Or 
his throat from the juſtice of my ſword.” 
The boldneſs of Marcelya' was not to be wed by 
theſe menaces ;---ſhe tound he had too much under- - 


La 


ſtanding to be inrpoſed upon by the ſhallow artifice 


jhe had mage uſe of ;* that he now heartily deſpiſed. 
her, and Yhat ſhe had no longer any meaſures to pre-. 
ſerve with him +- therefore, colleQing all the 'cou- 
rage ſhe way miſtreſs of, the threw her eyes upon him . 


_ witha contempt equal 10 that with which he looked. 


upon her, and nrace him this reply : | 
Marella. * *Tis mighty well, fir,---you are at 
* your liberty to make uſe of all the weapons'you 
* tancy are in your power for revenge ; but I would 
© have you remember, that whether | Filamour cuts 
your throat or you cut his, and are hanged for'it, 
the matter will be of I'ttle importance to' me: -- 
and as for a.court of judica'ure, - I believe you will 
nd it veiy difficult to make good any accuſations 
you way extubit againſt me there : - no one "ever 
ſaw me in bed with Fillamour, much leſs can prove 
any criminal converfation between us, fo that 
the ridicule would turn wholly upon | yourſelf : 
and,.. peihaps, ' provoke me, as I hive had no. 
child by ov, to bring in a bill of impotency, in 
which caſe, 1 ſhor ld have all wy fortute returned, 
---a thing your "profent circumſtances woe not 
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* very well bear, as ſome part of. your eſtate is al-. 


* ready mortgaged.” | 


_ To all ;this Celadon was able to. make no other _ 
reply, than that he ftood amazed at her audacity; 


---that he found ſhe was abandoned to all ſenſe of 
 thame;; that. ſhe-was a monſter of impudence,-and 


 ſach like ; at. which ſhe ſeemed not in the leaſt. 
moved,. but proceeded to reaſon with him in' the | 


fame determined faſhion ſhe :had began. 


Marcella. * Look you, Celadon, all the fury you | 
Can be poſſefſed: of will remedy nothing ; —let us. 
argue like rational creatures :—whatever opinion - 
we may have.of - each other, the only way to 


preſerve either- of our- charaGters is to live: well 
together in: the .eyes. of the world ;---I tell you 
that I am- innocent; and it is for- your eaſe and 


am ſo ; which if you do I-faithfully promiſe to regu- 
late my conduC&t'in ſuch a manner as:to bring no dif- 


fly. into- extremes you will oblige me to do the 
fame, and what but our-: mutual infamy and de- 
ſtruQion can be the end of ſuch a conteſt ? I leave 
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cooler moments for an anſwer? 


With theſe- words ſhe went- haſtily -out- of the - 


room ;— Celadon offer'd not to detain her, but con- 
tinued walking backwards and: forwards, teſtifying, 


\ by ſeveral diſordered geſtures, the inward agitations. . 
of his mind ; — after ſome moments -paſs'd in the 


ſilent expreſſions of his rage, he call'd to the ſervants, 
moſt of whom were now ſtirring, to get a bed pre- 
pared for him in another chamber ; but Iam of 


opinion, that when he retired thither, it was leſs to 
ſleep than to reflet how it would beſt become him to - 


behave under the ſhocking circumſtance he was now 
Involved in. OP 

Finding no farther diſcoveries were likely to be 
made at this time, I left the houſe on the firſt open- 
ing of the ftreet-door and returned home ; where, 


fatigued as I was for want of reſt, the aſtoniſhment I 


Intereſt, as-well as mine, that. you ſhould believe I ; 


reputation on myſelf or diſhonour to you;—but if you 


| you to.conſfider on what [ have ſaid, and wait your 
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was in at the behaviour of Marcella would not ſuffer 


the leaſt ſlumber to:cloſe my eyes. _ 

For ſome days 1 was extremely. impatient to know 
the reſult of this affair ;. but hearing no talk of it about 
town, began to conclude that the. wife's arguments 


had prevailed, and the huſband had ſubmitted his re- 


| ſentment to his convenience ;---I ſoon found I was not 


deceived in my conjeQures, for.in leſs than a week: T 


 faw Celadon and Marcella taking the air together in. 


their own coach, with the ſame appearance of ſerenity 
in-both their countenances as if nothing of the adyen- 


ture Lhave been relating had ever happened. 


CHAP. V. 


Contains the hiftory of a diftreſs, which, according to 


the authors private opinon, is much more likely te 
excite laughter than commiſeration. 


| M* LISS A, by all-who know her, is accounted 


one of the moſt vain of her ſex : — true, -—ſhe 
is ſo ; — but then her vanity appears to me to be of 
a ſpecies far different from that which other women 


are ordinarily poſſeſſed of ; — her glaſs, whenever | 


ſhe looks into it, which is. not ſeldom, preſents her 
with the view of ten thouſand graces? — the ſees very 
well that ſhe is handſome, — finely ſhaped, — and has 
{omethipg peculiarly engaging in her mien and air ;- 

— yet does ſhe not plume herſelf on the perfeQtions 
ſhe is miſtreſs of, or is at all thankful te nature for 
having beſtowed them on her ; — this ſame people 
at firſt may think is the very reverſe of vanity, yet it 
is in effet the quinteſſence of it ; — the caſe is, that 
the would be the only fair, — the only lovely, — the 
only Venus, — the ſole objeQ of attrafting univerſal 
love and admiration ; and every ſingle charm ſhe finds 
in any other face, gives her more pain than all thoſe 
In her own can give her fatisfaCtion. h 
Every little regard, or a& of complaiſance, paid to 
another in her preſence, ſhe looks upon as a kind of 
indignity to herſelf, and is a mortal ſtab to her oe ; 
| | anda, 
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il and, as it is impoſſible for her not to meet frequently 
with ſuch ſhocks; the is perpetually racking all the 
invention ſhe is miſtreſs of to + render herfeif more 
T confpicuous, and.to force, as'#t were, that attention 
- which ſhe finds. her beauty alone is inſufficient to 
excite. | 
Thad heart at Full the charaGter of this Gas court 
belle, — had been ſeveral times in her company; and 
ſeen verified all I had been tuld concerning the ex- 
trayagance of her humour ; — yet, I know not how 
TI it happened, but a by her houſe, and. ſeeing 
£!] 2 good number 'of chairs and livery ſervants about 
| 8 ' the door, I ſtepped in and went direaly up to her 
| drawing-room, where T found- her encircled by 
_ about a dozen perſons of diftintion of both ſexes, 
It was the evening before the. birth-day, and 
when I entered, the converſation among them turned 
wholly on the ode compoſed by Mr.-Cibber on *thet 
occaſion, mo't of them having heard the rehearſal of 
It ; but foon' after they *ell on the more Tnpegtin | 
fubjeR of dreſs every One deſcanting' on the'fan- 
cies of all het acquaintance, finding a thoufaiid faults, | 
and no one thing ro approve, each concluding what 
the had'to ſay with an,-—1 wonder people of faihion 
© can have ſuch vuloar taftes.'-- The gen' lemen allo, 
in complaiſance tot Ne Foes, affeRted to be connoil- 
ſeurs in'this point, and tviculing all that were abſent, 
' pave no praiſes but'to the p* efnt, as will by 4 eo by 
Gre foreehe $, ade 'by vine of then: By 
_ * Beau' Cer ** Indeed, 1:dios,' I think dels is the 
« only true touch-ſone of 2 Fne woman's genius ; 
* and the who 1s indelicate j in that, egad, muſt be ſq 
_ * inc very thing elie. 
Meonficur La "ot. © Þ hay: the hanouf t> be Sat 
* of your opinion, fi Gir, = yorhr: 2 cn be mo1e juſt 
©: than the obſervaiton you hiya made ;'— yet cer- 
'< tainly an elegance of dref+ is a thing fo Hitt) under- 
« ſtood, that I ' Hdlizve our of this 19m there ate 
© ſcarce three woinen in the Fingcom who know how 
+ to ſet themſelves off to any :dvanaze. 
. Sega. * As to that, morſieu:, —a w.man who 
© is 
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is really agreeable need be at no pains to appear 
ſo ; — but I deteſt every thing that is common ; — 
] hate your gold and filver ſtuffs, — your brocades, 
— your velvets — and embroideries ; — you ſee 
them upon the backs of every one who has either 
money or credit to purchaſe them. _ | 
Leſbia. * That is true, indeed, my dear, ; but if 
« you exclude all theſe things, what in the name of 
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* wonder cana woman of condition find proper to 


© appear -in-at court? : 107; >: 4TY L2 7 
Meliſſa. * Oh there are a thoufand pretty whims ; 
— Do you not remember, that on my firſt going to 
the drawing-room after the Prince's mourning was 
over, | had a gauze mantua and petticoat, flou- 
riſhed with twenty Gifferent colours ; — every one 
was charmed with the. oddneſs of the fancy. _ 
Le/via. * Yes, I remember it very well, and that 
tne weatner being pretty cool you got a ſore throat, 
wich confined you to ycur chamber for ten days 
afterwards, — For my part, I think one ought” el- 
ways to ſuit one's cloaths according to the feaſon- 
of the year. g: DNA SITS Th | 
Melifſa. * 'Then I ſuppoſe you will be drawn: 
fo th to-morrow in ſome keavy brocade or other-? 
| Tefbia.* No, —T ihall have onjiy a roſe-coloured 
* damaſk, flounced with a point Cefpagne.” * 
On this, two or three of the 0ther ladies gave 2 
deſcription of the habits they had prepared to do 
honour to the enſuing auguit day ; but Melifla mens. 
tioned not. a word of what ſhe intended to wear, 
till being aſked the queſtion, ſhe told them that the 
ſhould have only a flight fattin, not ſtriped, — not 
ether flowered in the loom nor embroidered with 
the needle, yet it would be ſuch as ſhe doubted not 
but +would attract the eyes of the whole afftembly 
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upon It. 

She had no ſooner ended theſe words, than lady 
Twinckle, who had not ſpoke before, cried out ---- 
* Nobody can doubt the excellence of your fancy ; 
* —but yet, my dear, IT believe I ſhall have the 
* plcaſure of dividing with you the attention of the 
| * Company 3. 
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* company ;-for I-ſhall have-a ſuit. of cloaths - whicit, 
* will certainly appear. the greateſt oddity that ever. 
* was ſeen” - | HE gl Reap 
Every mouth: in the. room, except my own, was. 
now open to entreat her ladyſhip to give them ſome. 
idea of this curioſity ; — ſhe had too much good-. 
_ nature to. refuſe. their, requeſt, and preſentiy made : 
_ thisanſwer :- rt GE Op 
Lady Twinckle. © T will not be ſo vain as-to afſime . 
* the merit of the invention ; — no, it was brought 
_ © to me on the wheel of fortune, —a mere accident, — 
*.I only improved. the+ hint, as you ſhall ſee; for, 
_ © 1 will ſend, both for the. petticoat- and the piece 
* of ſilk from- which 1-took the. pattern” 
She ſaid no;more,. but. ſtarting from her ſeat ran. 
direQly to..the. head of the; ſtatr-caſe,—called her 
ſervant, who. was waiting».below, and ordered . him 
to.-go home. and fetch the--things ſhe had mention- 
_ ed ;, —as her houſe was no farther off. than the next. 
ſtreet, the fellow returned immediately with them : 
—the bundle was no ſooner brought into. the room. 
than ſhe - opened it, and ſhewed:the company about a. 
_ yaid of ſy ſattin, painted in water .colours, with . 
| Cupids, ſome. flying, others ſtanding, -but all of. then | 
with. their. bows extended as if to ſhoot. at- hearts, 
which were every where ſcattered, in a careleſs man- 
ner upon.the piece. I 
There was no:time for one ſyllable to: be uttered, 
either, in praiſe. or diſpraife of this . pretty fancy ; 
the moment. lady Twinekle had- ſpread it on a table. 
Melifla: ſent forth a loud ſhriek, which, together with 
the . exclamations that enſued, threw. every one into 
the .utmoſt aſtoniſhment. _ w FO Hes 
Melifſa.. * Confuſion, —diftraftion,— 1s it poſlible ! 
— What. can. this mean; madam-? that -piece of 
ilk is mine, as well as the invention painted upon 
ir. Pray how.came it into -your: ladyſhip's poſſeſſi- 
on ? — But wherefore- need I afk,—- the . cafe - is 
plain enough,—that villain:Pencil, after the-hand- - 
ſome preſent I had made him for. ſecrecy,” over 
« and aboye paying _him. for his - work, .has moſt 
Ls « cruelly 


"SA EE 4 WL CI 


THE.INVISIBLE SPY. 43 
« cruelly betrayed me, _y my contrivance to 
« you, and ruined my deſign. 78-6 

Lady Twinck/e. © 1 am ſtrangely ſurpriſed ;—ſure 
* this 1s the oddeſt thing that ever happened. --— In- 
« deed, my dear, I little thought that | was ſhewing 
* you your own ;—but I would not have you lay 


© the blame on Mr. Pencil ;—upon my honour the 


* poor man 1s perfeQly innocent in what you accuſe 
1 Fm of ; for though I was at his ſhop one day laſt 
* week, and bought a five guinea fan of him, he 
* never once mentioned your name, or that he had 
* been employed by you in any work : but I will tell 
* you the whole matter ;---my woman, you muſt. 
© know, wanting ſomething to new robe a gown I 


_ © had latelygiven her, went among the piece-bro- 


* kers behind St. Clement's church, where the made 
* a purchaſe of this remnant ;— on her bringing it 
* home I was vaſtly taken with the whim, and 
* reſolved to have ſomething like it for a birth-day 
* ſuit ; -— accordingly I fet a fan-painter to work | 
* upon the pattern, only dire&ed him to make ſome 
* few alteratipns, which you ſhall be judge whether 
* are for the better or not. Haw | | 

Meliffa. * Then it is by the mantua-maker I have 
* been thus baſely uſed. ---1 could forgive the 
* wretch for ſtealing my filk ;---I know thoſe crea- 
* tures make it a part of their trade to do fo, and 
* will rather ſpoil one's cloaths than loſe what they 
* look upon as their perquiſites ; and for that reaſon 
* Talways allow five or fix yards more than is ne- 
* ceſſary ;---but to be ſo hafty in the diſpoſal of 
© her theft, -—- to let what I had invented on purpoſe 


© to be particular, be ſeen in theſhop of a common 


* piece-broker, before I had worn it myſelf, is ſuch 
© a piece of impudence as deſerves, and ſhall meet_ 


_ © with all the miſchief I can do her.” 


No reply was made to what ſhe faid ; —- lady 
Twinckle had by this time unfolded her petticoat, 
the fight of which ſufficiently employed every. eye 
and tongue in the: room ;— that, lady had indeed: 
| "42 ok ; | greatly 
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greatly improved upon Meliff's fancy ; for |befides 
the ground of the ſattin being all over froſted, as it 
were, with filver, the wings. of the | Cupids and the 
| barbs of their arrows were much better delineated, 
and the hearts diſperſed in a more. elegant manner ; 
--- Melifla, at fight of it, was ready to ſwoon, and 
_ the. high commendations: ſhe heard given ,of it by 
the whole company increaſed her diforder,--, Mon- 
freer La Mot, happening to turn his head that 
way, and percetving the - confuſion. ſhe was. In, 
thought to remedy it | by making her the follow- 
ing compliment t EQ EET. 
Monſieur Lea Met. * Wc:ll, madam, . whatever 
* praiſes lady Twinckle may at. firſt receive on ac- 
* count of this moſt agreeable whim,. they will: after- 
* wards naturally recoil' on you,. as being, the, firſt 
*"mvemer. 22 ris; prune: 56: rig 
Lady Tawinck/e, * Indeed I ſhall do Meliſſa. the 
_* juſtice to:acknowledpe it. 0) 4 4 0h 
- Meliſſa. * Oh, madam, your ladyſhip need not 
* give yourſelf any. trouble about the matter z-for 1 
inall neither go to court ;to-morrow, nor ever put 
* the cloaths upon my back. 11 17) 47 
Lady Twwinckke; <1 am forty, my dear, to find-you 
© are fo much diſconcerted, eſpecially as I know 
© myſelf the innocent occaſion; --- But {ure my hav- 
* ing a gown fomething like yours, will not hinder 
-<© you from paying your obedience: to. the royal 
6 preſence. bo Þ 20"Ir9 | + Joo) 
Melifſa.* Since T am fo unlucky to be fruſtrated 
© in- my expeCtation, T'do not chooſe to appear. in « 
+ thing ſo exattly of the ſame deſign, and fo, infert- 
+ or In the execution, to- that your lady{hip will 
+. have on ;- therefore ſhall not. attempt to _divice 
© with you any part of the attention. of, the 
* aſſembly. _ | FF 0:8 


Lz/bia. *What a pity it is one has not. the. ſame 

*- liberty of going to court as toa maſquerade, In 
© an antic habit, — if ſo, you might have - rendered 
_ yourſelf as conſpicuous. as'a certain lady of our 
hs | | * acqualntance 


| of that lady hinted at by 
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* acquaintance did at the Venetian ball, in the 
* charg&er ;of Iphigenia” uk. 
| Here enſued a general wig gots and the condut 
eſbia gave occaſion to 

many farcaſms, which I forbear to repeat on ac- 
count of their ſeverity — Meliffa, however, in ſpite 
of her known talent for fatire, was entirely filent 
on the ſubje&, than which there could not be a 
greater proof how much her mind was taken up_ 
with the accident that had befallen herſelf, 


It required, [indeed, no great ſhare of penetra- 


tion to diſcover that it was with the utmoſt difficul- 
ty this diſappointed belle reſtrained her ill humour 
-within the bounds of decency while the company 
ſaid ; but they had no ſooner taken leave than ſhe 
gave a looſe to all the agitations ſhe was pofleſs'd 
of, and burſt into ſuch extravagances of grief and 
rage, that whoever had feen her, without knowing 
the cauſe, , muſt have imagined ſome fatal chance 


| had deprived her. of all the friends and fortune ſhe 


had to! boaſt of in the world. 
| A while the wept, and uttered the moſt piteous 
lamentations ;— then rav'd and called haſtily for 
the unlucky garment that had been the cauſe of her 
preſent. woe ;—ſhe ſtamped it under her feet upon 


the floor. ;—then. ſnatching it up cried, —The fight _ 


* of it never ſhall offend me more ;—and with theſe 
words was about, to throw it upon the fire ; but her 
maid, who was a quick-witted ſprightly girl, catched 
hold of her arm, and prevented her from doing 
what ſhe deſigned, with this remonſtrance : 7 
. Maid. © Dear madam, do not quite demoliſh this 
* pretty gown :—if you refolve never to wear it, 
* you tnay make It into charming furniture # beſides, 


_ * a thought is juſt now come into my head, how: 


winckle for ſtealing your invention. 


bh 
4 


| fant of 1t may afford you an ample revenge on lady! 


. 


- Melifſa. © Revenge !—oh that it were in my power ; 
© —but tel} me how,—by what means can” I ac- 
4 compliſh.att 7-7. NT KOT 
Maid. © Firſt, let me know, madam, whether you 

. 4 ne 


. 
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' © can remember exaQtly the alterations made by 


* lady Twinckle ? Res Og) cr nans 
_ Meliſſa. © O yes, perfeQly well ;—the ſight of that 


o deteſted. petticoat, | methinks, is | . ſtill before my | 


WG Pang; TT 20 WE INTY 
Maid. Well then, madam, if you approve of the 
contrivance, I will take as much out of the tail of 
the gown as will make a robe de chambre for the 


will make him amends ; and 1 will undertake to _ 
run up the habit, and a head-dreſs and three _dou- | 


ble ruffles, time enough for Pug to. make her 
appearance when the ladies are going into” court. 
| Meliſſa. * Thou would'ſt not carry her thithee ?. 


Maid. « Not into the palace, madam ; —tho tis 


poſſible there may be as 11] wm there ;—but my 
intention is to attend lady Pug into the Mall,— 
faunter about with her in St. James's 'piazza, 
and towards the foot of the great ſtairs where all 


 - a 7 Wy 


eyes enough upon us” _ LOS uh 
. Meliſſa. * Sure there never was ſuch a charming 

plot : dear girl, I could almoſt kiſs thee for it; 
—to ſee the monkey . below and lady Twinckle 
above in juſt the ſame livery,—oh ! it will be a 


Into ridicule ;—but no time 1s to 'be loſt,—let 


| John run this inſtant to Mr. Pencil's and find him 
© wherever he is ;—a ſecond diſappointment would 
quite break my heart. | 


1 


- 

k 

c 

© laſting jeſt, and turn all the admiration ſhe expeQs 
. 

C 

« 

= 


The waiting-maid flew to do as The was com- 
manded, and I retired at the fame time, ſmiling 
within myſelf to have ſeen how much it is in'the © 
power of the ſmalleſt trifle, relating to-dreſs and 
ornament, to diſcompoſe'a woman whoſe ſole 'am- * 


bition is to attrat public admiration. + 
I had the curioſity, however, to go the next day 


about one o'clock to St. James's, where I found the 
plot I had heard concerted way carried into execu- 


_ tion; 


g 

. 

* monkey ;—you muſt give Mr. Pencil direQions. 
c to ch the pattern juſt like lady Twinckle's';. 
© —if he ſits up all night about it, a ſmall preſeiit 
c 
c 
« 
« 


the company go up :—T1 warrant we hall 'have- 


Aa. _. 
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[tion ;=Meliffa's monkey, attended by her maid, were 
| -there before me ; and certainly a more diverting fight 
. could not be ſeen ;—the girl had, indeed, diſcovered 


an uncommon ingenuity in the management of this 
affair ;—ſhe had not only decorated madam Pug in 


all the punCtilios of a fine lady, but alſo dextrouſl 


faſtened the fore limbs cloſe to its ſides, to prevent it 
either from jumping or affronting its new quality by 
going upon all fours; ſo that the little creature 
walked ere and ftately on its hind feet amidſt a 
crowd of laughing ſpeQators, led by its careful con- 
duQreſs by a piece of broad white ribband fixed to 
the neck of the robe de chambre :—moit of the ladies, 
end ſeveral gentlemen ſtopped in their chairs to pay 
their compliments to the burleſque belle; and no 
ſmall notice was taken of the figures painted on the 
garment. FO ILET © TELE TOTOE: TY TODO - 
On this I could not doubt but the contrivance 
would have all the ſucceſs aimed at by Melifſa and 


her maid, and was afterwards aſſured of it by a friend 


awho was that day at court, and told me that a general 
whiſper, accompanied with a ſneer, ran through the 
whole aſſembly on ſeeing lady Twinckle's cloaths ;— 

her ladyſhip, 1t ſeems, has fince been made fully ac- . 
-quainted with the matter, and is ſo incenſed againſt 


Meliffa, that ſhe will not come-into any place where 
He is... - | F228 | T7 


Shes, that though a remiſfron-af care in the bringing 
up of children, can ſcarce fail of being attended 
with wery bad conſequences ; yet that an wver-exadt 
Lircumſpedtion, in minute things, may ſometimes 
prove equally pernicious to their future welfare. 
[ TARIOUS were the reports concerning Alinda, 
'Y both while the was alive and after her deceaſe ; 
'but all the world could ſay with any certainty, either 
of her affairs or conduQ, might be compriſed in the 
following articles : | | 


That 
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| "That ſhe was the only child of a very eminent and Ml it 
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_ wealthy merchant in the city, who, on the death of IM ft 


| | J his wife, ieft off bufineſs, and having purchaſed an a 

1 eſtate of near a thouſand pounds a year in the coun- {Mt t 

8 1 4ry, retired thither to paſs the remainder of his days, {Mt t 

1 0) 1 taking Alinda with him, at that time about ten years | » 

ll | | -of age. + PTD IA | | BY BOb2 38 t 
; | 1! I "That through ſome peculiarities in his temper ſhe 

'&| was educated in a very odd faſhion, —ſecluded from | Þ 

i all converſation with the neighbouring gentry, and IM {+ 

8 418 ſcarce ſuffered to ſpeak to any one out of their own M8 

7 8 _ family. - . a 


i That after his death, which happened in her ſeven- Mt ® 
\F |  xteenth year, the returned, with the conſent of her {RF 
' guardians, to London,—lived in a manner ſvitable to Þ 
| her fortune, and had many advantageous offers of Ml » 
-marriage, all which ſhe rejected without giving any Mt << 
_ xeaſon for doing fo. je BL 
\ That at one and twenty ſhe fell into a waſting diſ- Ml 
order, - which was judged to proceed rather from Ml fo 
ſome inward grief preying upon her ſpirits, than WF 22 
from any diſtemper of the body ;—it baffled, how- 
ever, all the ſkill of the phyſicians, and ſhe expired IM + 
after a tedious languiſhment of near three years, Mt 
leaving the poſſeſſion of her eſtate to a nephew of JM *t 
her father's, who was the next of kin. | he 
All theſe things, I ſay, were public ;z—but as to ſ1n 
the motive which made her avoid liſtening to any Bl 
propoſals for changing her conGition, or the cauſe of i ©* 
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that melancholy which brought on her death, every th 
one ſpoke of them as they thought proper, and ac- th 
cording as the diſpoſitions of their own hearts inclined Mt ”< 
them to udge::.- 5 | JOEED 524 
_ Few, however, were charitable enough to put ch 
the beſt conſtruction on her condu& ;—ſome ſaid ſhe BY © 
was a man- hater ;—others, that Joving the ſex too wa 
well ſhe could not think of entering into a ſtate ; 
which muſt confine her to one alone :—thoſe who ” 
entertained the moſt favourable opinion, imagined by 


ſhe had unhappily engaged her heart where there was h 
no poſſibility of a return ;—this laſt conjeQure beuey p 
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indeed, 


this, to make uſe of the vulgar adage, was ſpeaking. 


without book, —my gift of Inviſibility gave me alone 


the means of penetrating into the myftery. 


As I had been acquainted with her, and viſited 


| her while ſhe continued to ſee company, I frequently 
E ſent, or called to inquire after her health ;—one day 


when I did fo, a ſervant belonging to her kinſman 


and heir at law, came to the door at the fame time, 
and we both received for anſwer that ſhe expired the 


night before. _ 0 | 
The fe!low ran direQly to inform his maſter, to 


whom theſe tidings would probably -be not unwel- 


come; and I went home, clapped on my Belt 
of Inviſibility, and returned in a jhort time to the 
houſe of Alinda ;—the reader will perhaps wonder 
for what reaſon, and it is not fit I ſhould keep him 
in Ignorance... _ - $ TEE 
There was a clergyman lived in the houſe with 
her, and performed the office of a chaplain ;—he 


was 2 perſon who her father having-conceived a high 


opinion of had taken into his family, and ſet over 
her in the manner of a -preceptor, and he had ever 
fince continued with her ; I had ſeveral times dined 
with him at her table, and perceived he profeſſed an 
extraordinary ſanity, and the extremeſt regard for 
the welfare of his fair patroneſs ;—and this it was 
that made me defirous of ſeeing -in what manner he 
would behave upon her death. So 

| expeRted to have found him either in his own / 
chamber, bewailing the early fate of fo beneficent a 
friend, or ſitting by her corpſe religiouſly moralizing - 
on: the ſhadowy happineſs of this tranſitory world ; 
but after ſeeking him in vain, in theſe and ſeveral 
other rooms, at laſt I diſcovered him in a cleſet, 
where I knew ſhe repoſited her things of greateſt 


Value ;—he was bufily employed 'in rummaglng her 


bureau, -from the little celF of which I faw him con- 
Vor, I, | D vey 
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indeed, molt probable, and gained ground after the 
fell into that heavy languor, which excluded her from 


all thoſe pleaſures ſhe had been accuſtomed to par-_ 
take, and at length deprived' her of life ;—but all 
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vey, as near as I could gueſs, between two and three 
tundred pieces of gold, and ſeveral bank bills to a 
much greater amount,;—he then pulled out a drawer 
which contained her jewels ; he firſt took up one,— 
_ then another, —ſurveyed them with agreedy eye, but 
laid them down again and fhut the drawer ; but after 
2 moment's pauſe, opened it a ſecond time and took 
out a ring ſet round with large brilliants,— T may 
i- keep this, cried he, it will ſcarce be miſſed ;—or 
* if it be, I-can pretend the made me a preſent of it 
** 1n her life-time, and nobody will fuſpe& the con- 
* trary'—Here he gave over his ſearch, locked the 
bureau, put the key into his pocket, and went into 
his own room. o| OY BEE 
It would be hard for me to determine, whethet 
aſtoniſhment or indignation was moſt predominant in 
me at this ſight ;—I wiſhed never to have beheld it, 
_ 0T that I had been at liberty to pluck the facred robe 
from off the back of that vile prophaner of his 
order ;—]I was going away with a mind more troubled 
than I can well expreſs, when one of Alinda's maics 
came running into the rocm with a ſealed packet 


_ 


Jn her hand,' and delivered it to this diſciple 


_ of Jugas Iſcariot, telling him at the fame time, that 
| It had been found under her. mifireſs's pillow juſt 
after her death ; but that ſhe had forgot in the hurry 
to bring it to him before. Oo I OO RaTp cf > 

_ Hereplied, with an affeQed indifference, that it 
was very well ;—that he would look over the papers, 
and take care that whatever injunftions they con- 
tained ſhould be fulklled, and-with theſe words dif- 

- miſſed her, 5 T2 | 
The fſuperſcription on the cover of this packe! 
was to a lady with whom Alinda had beea extremely 

Intimate, but had not ſeen for a confkterable time, 
ſhe being excluded, as well as the- reſt of her ac- 
quaititance, after ſhe fell into that deep melancholy 
which ended her days ;—the prieſt immediately broke 
the ſeal, and found a little letter to the above men: 


rioned lady, —the contents whereof were as follow : 


0G 
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« Dean MaDam, 


cc 


«6 been owing to want of friendſhip, but to 


« a reſolution of depriving myſelf of every thing that 
« was agreeable. to me in life; and that I do not 


«© now, 1n theſe laſt moments of my life, aſk to ſee 
«c 


 * my dear friend, withered in my bloom, and ſcarce 
« the ſhadow of what I was ; the encloſed memoirs 
«« you will publiſh to the world after my deceaſe ;— 
« the ſhocking tale may perhaps be a ſerviceable 
« warning to ſome parents as well as children : ] 
« have given my couſin *#***** orders concerning 

ſome things I would have done, among the num- 
ber of which is, that he will preſent you with my 


«c 
cc 


« year It in remembrance of 


Your dying friend, 


over this little epiſtle ; but all his emotions were very 
much increaſed on examining the papers that accom- 


panied it ;—ftill as he read he tore the leaves afunder 
and threw them on the fire, which happening not to 


burn very fiercely, I was quick enough to ſnatch 
from the intended devaſtation and convey into my 


pocket, while he was taken up with the remaining 
_ pages, thought himſelf ſecure by the tale of his mie £5 


deeds being extin& in all-devouring flames. _ | 
He had but juſt finiſhed, when a ſervant came 


running into the room, and told him that Mr. #***#* 


was below, and having been informed that Alinda's 
keys had been delivered to him, demanded to ſpcak 
with him immediately ;—on this the artful hypocrite 


compoſed his countenance, drew every feature into _ 


the attitude of ſolemn ſadneſs, and holding a white 
handkerchief to his eyes, went down to act the part 


D 2 he 


| HAT I have not ſeen you ſo long has not. 
you is only becauſe I would not tax your piety 
« with the fight of ſo ſad an objeQ ;—1I am blaſted, 


will inform you of the cruel cauſe, which I intreat_ 


hoop diamond ring ;—I beg you will accept and 


| | | | ALinDA.” 
He ſtarted, —bent his brows, turned pale and red 
by turns, and ſeemed in great confuſion while looking 
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he thought would beſt. become him before the kin 

man, of Alinda. EEC Hg iy a. 
I followed cloſe at his heels into- the . parlour, 


where Mr. ***** and two other , perſons «waited for _ 


' him ; he began, with well-diſſembled grief, to expa- 
tiate on the loſs the world had in fo excellent a lady 


as Alinda: and failed not jn his harangue, artfully to 


intermix ſome praiſes on himſelf, for the good prin- 
ciples his.precepts had ingrafted on her mind. | 
Mr. ***** ſeemed to take very little notice of all 
he ſaid on this occaſion, and prevented him from 
going ſo far as perhaps he otherwiſe would have 
done, by telling him in a very grave and reſerved 
tone, that he was in great haſte at preſent ;—that he 


came thither . only to give the neceſſary orders con- | 


_ .cernivg his couſin's funeral ; and that tiil the melan- 


_choly ceremony was over, he ſhould put a friend in 


poſſeſſion of the houſe, and whatever effects it con- 
tained ; therefore expeCted the keys of every thing 
Jhould be immediately delivered. —_ | ; 

_ To this the parſon replied, —that he had got them 
into hjs hands with no other view than to ſecure 
them for him, who had the undoubted right to all 


which his dear benefaQtreſs had been miſtreſs of ;— 


—< For indecd, continued he, .I apprehended ſome 


«foul play might have been attempted, as at the _ 
<< hour of her deceaſe ſhe had none but ſervants about _ 


'© her, ſome of wham had been too-lately taken into 


_ © the family to have given any great proofs of their 


-< integrity.” | Es Ds 

Af:er this they went through every room, examin- 
| Ing what was to be found; all which ſcrutiny, as 
yet, afforded the heir no reaſon for complaint :==0n 


opening the above-mentioned bureau, and looking over 
 Alinda's jewels, he miſſed not the ring he had been 


defrauded of ; but when the other private drawers 


_ preſented him ſo little of what he expeCted, he could. 


Not forbear diſcovering ſome ſuſpicion, as it muſt be 
owned he had ſufficient cauſe ; for the perſon who 
had been beforehand with him in the ſearch, had left 
no more than eight guineas and one fix-and-thirty 


piece | 


4 


< 
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piece in ſpecie, with three or four bills of an incon- 
fiderable value, 7 EE Ns 

« F am ſurpriſed, ſaid Mr, ***®*®, that a woman 
* of my couſin's fortune ſhould leave herfelf fo bare _ 
© of caſh z and cannot 1magine by what means ſhe 
© diffipated fo large a yearly income.” —* Alas, fir, 
replied the pretended zealot, with his hands and 
eyes lifted up'to heaven,—* it ought not to appear 
« ſtrange to you, that a lady of your excellent kinſ- 
woman's Charitable and beneyolent aifpoſition 
ſhould refuſe nothing in her power when the cries 
of diſtreſs and the moans of affliction called for her 
aſſiſtance. —If you would know in what manner 
ſhe diſpoſed of her money, enquue of hoſpitals, 
| the priſons, and the necettitous petitioners that 
every Gay received their ſyfienance from her 
bounty, and you will find an eafy account of her 
expences in her large and numerous donations. _ 
Mir. #**** only anſwered ſullenly, that he ſhould 
be better able to judge how he onght to think of the. 
afiair after he had ſpoke to her fteward ? on which 
the other clapping his hand upon his breaſt, was 
beginning to make many afleyerations,- that till that 
moment he never knew what ſum or fums the lady 
had by her when the died, or had ever looked, nor 
even entertained 2 thought of looking into any place 
where it might be ſuppoſed the kept her money. —TI 
ſtaid not, however, to hear what eſte his hypocriſy 
produced, but went home, being impatient to ſee 
the contents of Alinda's manuſcript. 


SS #0 6... Mm. GS, 


CHAP. VI. 
Will fully ſatisfy all the curioſity the former may 


have excited. 


of ge haſte I made in ſnatching the following 
papers from the flames, happily preſerved 
them ſo entirely from the deftruQtion to which they 
had been deſtined, that though the edges were in 
many places much ſcorched, yet not a fingle word 

D 3 throughout 
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throughout the whole was any way damaged p and 
the reader may depend on having the ſtory as perfe& 


' as if he ſaw it in the heroine's own hand. 


Memoirs of the unfortunate AL1 DA, TWrote by herſelf, | 


and faithfully tranſcribed from the original copy; 


"6 | Hoke ſenſible that many people have been' very | 
« Þ buſy with my fame while living, nor do I ex- 


«« peCt to be treated with leſs ſeverity after I am 
«« 


* thing behind me which may ferve to clear up 


thoſe paſſages in my conduR, which by their being 


«« 


not this with any view of ſoftening the aſperity of 
<< the 1]]-natured for the errors I have been guilty of, 
or of exciting compaſſion in the more |aqpnjren 


M 
«6 


46 


for real, not imaginary faQts. —- 

« Sorry am [I to accuſe a father who ſo tenderly 

'' loved me ; yet certain it is, that his over-anxlety 
for my welfare has been the primary ſource of- 


by his miſtaken endeavours to make me great and 


*« happy, I have been rendered the moſt miſerable 


« of created beings | 
_ « "The fortune 
ſome natural endowments his afteQion fancied in 


* me, made him flatter himſelf with the hopes of 
_ * ſceing me one day blaze forth in all the pomp of 
quality; nor could he endure the thoughts of _ 
marrying me to any man beneath the rank of right . 
honourable ; and for fear any partial inclination _ 
« of my own ſhould diſappoint theſe high raiſed 
* expeCtations, he kept me from the converſation of _ 
evzry one whom he thought capable of attraQting - 
« a heart unbyaſs'd by intereſt, and unambitious of 


4 / 


6c grandeur. | 
Y | « Soon 


dead.—] cannot, however, think of an eternal 
ſeparation from this world, without leaving ſome-_ 


myſterious have given room for cenſure; and I do 


and gentle for my misfortunes ; but merely to the. 
end that if T am condemned, I may be condemned 


every woe my heart has laboured under ; and that 


was born to be poſſeſſed of, and. 
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.* Soon after my mother's death he quitted buſineſs, 
and retired to an eſtate he had ſome time before 


purchaſed in the country :—when we removed, I 
was to09 young to have any taſte for the pleaſures of 
the town, and regretted only the want of thoſe 
play-fellows I had left behind ;—indeed I wonder 
that I was' not quite moped ; ,—T was ſuffered to 
go to no ſchool, though there was a great one 
very near us ;—never ſtirred beyond the precinCts 
of our garden walls ;—went not to church, be- 
Cauſe there it would have beer impoſiible for me 
not to ſee and be ſeen ;—no company viſited us ; 
for my father deprived himſelf of the pleaſure of 
converfing with any of the neighbouring gentrr, 
tor fear that, as I grew up, I might take a"liging 


to ſome one or other of their fons, :none-of whom 


he thought-a ma*c2 good enough -for me, as they 
were no: dignined with ticles :—I had. learned 
writing and dancing, but was far irom being per- 


fe@ in either ; and my father, being unwilling I 
ſhould be without theſe accompliihnents, took 


the pains himſelf to fet me copies to improve me 
in the one, and at length. provided a maſter, too 
01d and too ugiy to give him any apprehenfiors, 
to in:itrut me 1n rhe other ;—beſides theſe two. 
ayocaiions, I had no amuſement excapt reading, | 
which, as I much deligated In, my _—_— COn- 
ſtancly ſupplied me with ſuch books as he thought 
proper for my ſex and age. 

« Excepting ſome treatiſes of divinity, the ſubje&ts 
of my entertainment afforded little improvement to 
my underftanding, they conſiſting only of romances, 


_ and fome few very old plays ; ſo that the [deas 


they inſpired me with were as antiquated as the 
habits worn in the days of queen Elizabeth, and I 
was utterly ignorant of the modes, manners and 


_ cuſtoms of the age I lived in. 


« In this ſtupid and diſputing fituation did I paſs 
full nineteen months; about the expiration of | 
which time my father happened into company 
with a perſon who wears the facred appearance of 
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*« an Eccleſiaftic ; but is in reality one of thoſe men- e., 
« tioned in holy writ by the name of wolves in « [iy] 
« ſheeps cloathing ;—his outward behaviour ſeems &« on 
*« dircted by the miniſters of grace and goodncls, | « ref) 

« while in his treacherous heart a thouſand hends « on 
** lie in wait to bring Tuin and deſtiuQion on the | « yio 
* credulous. liſtener to his wiles ;— but belore I pro- WM « pri 
« cc2d in my unhappy ſtory, it is fit I thould give | & Joy 
*© 2 more particular charatter of the wretch who has | © wa 
Ie «© ſo preat a ſhare in 1t. A  *« ſuf 
b- « Firſt, for | his extraCtion : —his father - was a : Ab 
« Frenchmen, ſervant to a perſon of diftiattion in « fat] 
* Normandy ; but haviag more ambition than | «& neſ 
« honeſty, found means to r0b his maſter of a con- | « kne 
« fderabic ſum and came over to England, whee [WW « to! 
| «* he ſet up for a gentleman and a moſt zealous pro- | « dift 
| « teſtant, told a long plauſible ſtory of the great | *« ha: 
© hardſhips he kad ſuſtained on the ſcore of religion, | « of 
« and found here the fame pity and encouragement | «© Fre 

« as many others had done hs fly here foran aſylum Þ| *« to 
« on the ſame prerences. | : EM: © rea 
« Soon after his arrival he married a Dutch- | © reti 
« woman, by whom he had a fon who inherits all | 1 
«« his father's virtues, and 1s the perſon whoſe ſtory | «© 'Tu 
« 15 ſo unkteppily interwoven with my own. | 8.4 my* 
«+ Youry Le Bris, for that ts the name of this wor- | © faic 
« thy ſaniily, ditcovered in his youth fome indications © ore 

« of a good capacity for learning, infomuch that a | * he, 

« cerizin lord taking a great fancy to him, ſent hm [| * that 
« to Weſinunfter ſchool, and afterwards to the Uni- | * ftati 
« verſity, in order to qualify him for the pulpit, BP. 
*« affuring him that he ſhould not be without a ÞW *© tha 

.<< handſome benetice as ſoon as he ſhould be fit o | *© an 
« receive 1t. | | | | | 4 leaf 
*« But he had ſcarce completed his ſtudies for that [fire 
« purpoſe, when all his preſent ſupport and future MW © mu 

« expectations vaniſhed on the ſudden death of his IM © or 

« noble patron, which was followed in a few months | ©. not 
« afier by that of his father, ſo that he was left en- * had 

« ti:ely deftitute, his mother not being able to afford * not 


&« kim the leaſt aſliftance. ID 
: . :08 Aﬀter 
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«© Aﬀter many long and fruitleſs ſolicitations for a 


living, he was glad to accept of a ſmall curacy in_ 


one of the remoteſt counties in England, where he 
reſided ſeveral years ; but was at laſt turned out 


on account of neg'e& of duty, and other miſbeha-_ 
 viour ; he then came back to London, —gave out 


printed bills for teaching French and Latin at very 
low rates ; but finding little encouragement that 
way turned Fleet-parſon, and earned a precarious 
ſuſtenance by clandeſtine marriages. 

« It was In theſe wretched circumſtances that my 
father met with him, being in. town on ſome buſt- 


* nels, and being told by ſome one, who it is likely 


knew no more of him than what he was pleaſed 
to ſay of himſelf, that he was a very worthy, tho? 


diſtreſſed clergyman, made him the offer of a_ 


handſome falary to come into his family, by way 


_ of chaplain; and, withal, to inſtrut me in the_ 


French language, and whatever elſe was fit for me 


* to learn, or he was Capable of teaching ,—he- 


readily embraced the propoſal, and on my father's 
return came down with him. _ 


« My father prefented him to me as a kind: of 
Tutor, or Preceptor ;—told me TI muit ſubmit 
myſelf to his direCtions,—be attentive to all he 


ſaid to me, and in every thing treat him with the 
greateſt reſpect and reverence ;'— —'F or, added 


he, it is by the leffons he is capable of giving you, 


that you alone can make any ihining fgure 1n the 
ſtation wherein I hope to fee you placed. ; 

« It will, perhaps, afford ſome matter of ſurpriſe 
that my father, who had hitherto preſerved ſuch 
an extreme caution In preventing my having the 
leaſt converſation with any man, ſhould now fo 
ſtrenuouſly recommend this parſon to me ; bur it 
muſt be conſidered, that he was no lefs tha {ix 
'or ſeven and forty years. of age ;—that though 
not deformed was far from handſome ; and, betides, 
had a certain auſteri'y in his manners which could 
not be thought would be very. agreeable to youth. 
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« Tt was, indeed, ſome time before I could be 
contented with the dominion given him over me ; 
but my obedience to my father obliging me to 
behave rowards him with eſteem, cuſtom at laſt 


_ converted that complaiſance, which at firſt was no 


more than feigned, into ſincere :—a kind of affec- 
tion, by degrees, mingled itſelf with the reverence 
1 was bid to pay him ; —I was never fo happy as 
in the hours ſet apart for receiving his inſtructions ; 
and the thoughts of the benefits that might be 


' ſuppoſed to accrue from them, afforded me leſs 
pleaſure than the praiſes I was always certain he_ 


y would beſtow on my docility.—[n fine, I nor only 


loved the Teacher for the Precept's fake ; but, as 
the poet ſays, E: 


I lov'd the Precepts for the Teacher's fake. 


.« Nor is it to be wondered at, that I taſted more 


ſatisfation in his ſociety than I had ever known 
before ;—I wanted not ideas, though hitherto [ 
had nothing to improve them :—IT had been al- 
lowed to converſe with none but the ſervants, 
who could only divert me with idle tales of thieves, 
apparitions, and haunted houſes ;—my tutor, after 
having finithed his graver leſſons, would frequently 
entertain me with ſome extraordinary incident or 
other, either taken from hiſtory or romance ; but, 
whether rea] or fititious, I had ſenſe enough to 


| know were ſuch ascenlarged my underſtanding as 


well as charmed my ears. 


++ It is certain, indeed, that he ſpared no pains to 
infinuate himſelf into my- good graces; and no 


leſs certain alſo, that the ungrateful deſign he had 
in doing fo, ſucceeded to the utter deftruQion of 
the whole happineſs of my future life ; and, at laſt, 
of wy life itſelf, as will appear by theſe memoirs, 


* which, while I am writing, I know not whether 1 
+ ſhall have ſtrength to 4 - 


©+ I ſhall therefore reduce my unhappy ſtory into 

as ſhort a compaſs as ] can:—in ſpite of the little 

amiableneſs this Tutor had in his perſon ;—in —” 
| RD « q 
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of the vaſt diſparity of years between us, I con- 


ccived the moſt tender affeQion- for him ;—alas 


[ was then too young,---t00 innocent, to know 


what was meant by the word love, any farther 
than that Jove which we naturally bear to a father, 


brother, or ſome other near relation,---and thought 


not that what I felt for him was any more, or 
would be attended with uw more conſequences ; 
and, as I apprehended no ſhame or danger m the 


kindneſs I had for him, endeavoured not to puta 


ſtop to the growth of it, nor even to conceal it, 

| But Le Bris faw much better into: my heart than 
I did myſelf, and dreading leſt my father ſhould be 
alarmed at the too-open fondneſs of my behaviour 


to him, began to treat me with leſs familiarity, 
and exerted. the maſter much more than he had' 


done ;—this change both ſurpriſed and grieved me ; 
—[ bore it however for two whole days, without 
ſeeming to take any notice of it ; but on the third, 


being alone with him in his cloſet, where I con- | 
ftantly went every morning to receive my leſſons,” _ 


— What is the matter with you, my dear Tutor, 
faid I, I hope I have done nothing to offend you ? 
—TJ am ſure I would not willingly be guilty of 
deſerving that you ſhould frown upon me.'—* No, 


my precious charge, replied he after a pauſe, it is 
not in your nature to givre offence ; but I would 


not incur your father's diſpleaſure either towards 
you or me.;—men are apt to be jealous of the 


affetions of their children, and I am ſometimes 
afraid that he thould' think you love me almoſt as 
well as you do him.'”— Indeed I do ſo,—quite as 


well, cried I eagerly. But why ſhould he be ang: y 
at that, when he bid me uſe you with the fame 
love. and reſpe& as I did himſelf ? EO 
* People on ſome occaſions, anſwered he, will be 


diſpleaſed at a too exa&t performance of their own 


commands ; and if my worthy Patron your father, 
ſhould happen to be of this opinion, the conſe- 
quence would infallibly be an eternal feparation 
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* between us ;---he would drive me from his houſe, 


o 


and I ſhould never ſee my pretty charge again” 
* If you think fo, returned 1, though I hate all 
kind. of difſimulation, I will make him believe I am 


weary of learning of you, and that I cannot abide 


you.”—* Dear pretty angel, cried he, tenderly 


taking me in his arms ; there is no need of going 


to ſuch extrem:s ;—I would only have you behave 


with more diitance towards me than you have done 


of late ; and it will not be amiſs if you ſometimes 
complain tha! I ſet you too hard leſſons ; becauſe if 


you ſhould ſeem to learn too faſt, he may begin to 


think there will ſoon be no occaſion for a Tutor,'— 
Well, faid I, 1 will do every thing you bid me ; 


for inceel it would almoſt break my heart to part 


with j5ou.—* Here he kifſed off the tears that fell 
fr-m my cyes in ſpeaking thefe laſt words, and 1 
returned ail his endearments with the ſame affec- 
tion as the fondeſt child would do thoſe of the 
moſt indulgent parent. ; 
« It will, perhaps, ſeem a little ſtrange that a girl 
turned of thirteen, as I then was, ſhould think or 
a&Q in the manner I did ; but the way in which I 
hid been brovght up left me in the ſame ignorance 
ard irnocence as others of fix or ſeyen years old. 
« I obeyed his inſtructions with ſo much exaCtneſs, 
that oy father was far from ſuſpecing elther my 
folly or the baſeneſs of the perſon he had ſet over 


me :—the reft of the family were no more quckr | 


ſighted, nor it could not be expeCted they ſhould 
be ſo ; our houſekeeper, though a very good, was 
a filly old woman, and knew nothing beyond the 
economy of thoſe affairs committed to her charge; 
—the maid who waited cn- me was her daughter, 
and had been bied to think every man who wore 
the batit of a Parſon was to be worſhipped ; ard 
the other ſe: vants were too ſeldom with us to have 


' any opporiunity of making Uilcoyeries. 


« TI arrived at my fourteenth year,— my father 
kezt my birth-Cay, ſo far as to order ſomething 


* better than ordinary for dinner, and drank my 


« health 
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« health ſeveral times at table ;—among other dſ- 
« courſe concerning me, he ſaid to Le Bris,” — 
« Well, DcQor, your pupil will now begin to think 
© herfelf a woman, and I maſt find a huſband for her 
« who will be able to reward the care you have taken 


« of her with a good fat benefice. * To which the 


« fawning hypocrite replied, —T hat the ,pleafure of 
« ſeeing his worthy patron's daughter happy, would 
« he to him the beſt benefice he could obtain. 

« Nothing farther pafied at this time on the ſame 
« ſubje& ; but the next morning, when I was alone 
« with my Tutor in his cloſet,” * Do you remember, 
* my dear Miſs, cried he, with a very melancholy 
© air, what your father ſaid yeſterday ?—you will 
© be married ſoon, and I ſhall loſe you for ever. — 
©. —Do not talk ſo, replied I haſtily, I do not want 
© to be married ; but if my father ſhould compel me 
© to it, all the huſbands in the world ſhould not 
© make me forget my dear Tutor ;—no, you ſhall 
* always live with me ;—I would not part from you 
© to be a dutchels or a lady mayoreſs.'—* Nor would 
© I part from you, ſaid he, taking me 1n his arms, 
© for an archbithopric ,—and to be plain. continued 


* he, IT have received letters ſince I have been here, 


© with the offers of ſeveral great livings ; but I have 
* refuſed them all rather than quit my dear pupil. /— 
© Have you indeed, returned T, hanging fondly on 
* kim?—oh how kir.d you have been !—I ſhould be 
* the moſt ungrateful creature upon earth if I did 


© not love you dearly for it.”—* But will you always 
© keep me with you, cried he Y—* As Jong as I live, 


* anſwered I'— Will you ſwear it, rejoined he P— 
* Yes, anſwered I, a thouſand and a thouſand. times 
* over, if you deſire it.” | 

 « The wretch did not fail to take me at my word; 
——] bound myſelf, by the moſt ſolemn impreca- 
tions that words could torm, that when I became 


IN 


were employed more in improving the foolith 
« affection I had for him, than 1a any leſſons for im- 
. *« proving 


miſtreſs of my aQions he ſhould always live with 
me.—— After this, the hours we paſſed together 
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<« proving my uncerftanding.— My father imputed 
«+ the ſlow, progreſs | made in my ſtudies not to any 
«+ want of ability in my teacher, but to my own 
«© neglect,, and often chid me tor it, which I bore 
« patiently, as I belirved it the ſureſt means of 
« keeping my dear Tutor with me :!—— This he took 
« {© kindlv, that he told me one day, he flattered 


 . «46. hjmfelf I loved him almoſt as well as I 61d m 


« farter.”——*< I hope it is no fin, cried I childiihly, 
« if I] love you quite as well Y—-< Far from it, 
«© anſwered he, you are only his daughter by nature, 
« but you are mine by affeCtion ; you are the child 
«. of my ſoul, and therefore ought to love me bet- 


« ter.'——* Tam glad of that, rejoined I, for indeed. 
« ] do love you a great deal better, —1I am ſure 
« F &o; for I don't feel half the pleaſure when he 
© kiſſes me as when you do;——and when you. 


«* take me in your arms my heart beats as if it 

« would come out.'—*< It will ſcarce be doubted, but. 
4. that he now beſtowed upon me thoſe endearments IL 
« had declared myſelf ſo w.1l fatisfied with ; and ſome 


4. qpinutes after, as 1 had turned to a looking-glaſs. 


«*« to adjuſt ſome diforder in my head-dreſs, he pulled 
« me to him, and making me fit upon his knee,” — 
* You are very pretty, oy dear mits, ſaid he, and 
© have no defect in your ſhape, but beiug a little too 
+ flat before; ——*© with theſe worus he thruſt one 
« of his hands within my ſtays, telling me «hat_ 
 &* handling wy breaſts would make them grow, and 

« T ſhould then be a perfe& beauty. Sh 
| «© Not conſcious of any guilt I was ignorant of 
« ſhame ; and thinking every thing he did was right, 
« made not the leaſt refiſtance ; but ſuffered him, by 
« degrees, to proceed to liberties, which, had I 
« known the meaning of, I thouid have ſtabbed him 
« forattempting ; but, as I have ſomewhere read, 


| By no example warn'd how to beware, 
My very innocence became my ſnare. 


«« Tr 


«c 


* the world blame me 
* offer ?—* What misfortunes, ſaid I, have you to 
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« Tt will, perhaps, be ſuppoſed that the perfic i- 
&« ous mandid not tiop here, but proceeded yet farther, 


« to the utter conpletion of my diſhorour ; but I 


« ſhail do him the juitice to ſay, he never offeied any 
« ſuch thing ; though I have good reaſons to believe 
« he was prevented only by his fears of the conſe- 
« guences that might have attended it, to the ruin of 
« adefign which pronuſed him more fatrsſaQtion than 


| «« the enjoyment of my perfon. | 
+ In the ridiculous way 1 have been deſcribing. 


« c1d we continue till I was in my feventeenth year, 
«« about which time my father being obliged to go to 
« London on a law affair, he left the fole manage- 
« ment of the family, as welt as myſelf, to his 7X 


|” -- © vourite chaplain, *rill he ſhould return, which he 


« expected to do in two months. - ; 


« He had not been gone full three weeks before _ 
a ſtranger came to our houſe on a viſit tomy Tu- 


tor ;—he received him with great marks of civility, 
*« and told me afterwards that he was the land-ſtew- 
ard of a nobleman, who had ſent him on purpeſe 


« truth of this I was terribly frightened, and cried 


« out,” —* Then you will leave me at laſt!” *It would 
© be with an extreme relnCtance I ſthould do ſo, re- 
* plied he ; but what can I do?—If I ſhould here- 


© after be expoſed to any misfortunes, how would 
for having refuſed ſuch an 


« fear?—I ſhall always have enough to ſupport my 


« dear Tutor.” 
* My dear child, reſumed he, you ' forget that 


* when once you are married there will be nothing 
* in your power,—all will be your huſband's, who _ 
way take it in his head to turn me out of doors di- 


rectly.'.— No ſuch matter, replied I haſtily, for I 


keep you always in the family/—* Few men, faid 
| A, | * he, 


to his acceptance of a benefice worth near eight 
* hundred pounds perannum :—as I ſuſfetted not the 


will make him promiſe and ſwear beforehand, to 
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to the promiſes and vows they made when they 
were lovers.—In fine, my little angel, continued he, 
taking me in fits arms, there is but one way to ſe- 
cure our laſting happineſs, to which it you agree 1 
will u1nmediately rutute the great offer now made 
me, with all my future hopes of riſing in the 
church, and devote myſeif eternally to you. 


= oo 6 So 


__«{ Theſe lat words I thought {0 highly obliging to 


La 
LA 


me, that I hung about his neck, kifſed his cheek, 
and cried, I would do every thing he would have 
' me ;---he then told me that a wiiting ſhould be 
drawn up between us, by which we ſhould muty- 
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parate. 

« On my ready co @ Ku with this propoſal, he 
ventured to make a fecond, even more 1mpuGent 
than the firſt ;—after ſeeming to conſider a little 


that if the perſon you ſhall marry ſhould happen 


to be of a croſs, perverſe nature, tho' for his own 


' may uſe me fo il] as to compel me to go out of it 
of my own accord,—ſuppote therefore you ſhould 
bind yourſelf by the writing | have mentioned, and 
under the ſame penalty, never to mairy. any man 
without my.conſent?? 

« Bleſs me, cried 1, a lutle ſurpriſed, how can I 


TY S680 m6 S 


* do this !—you know I muſt obey my father /— 


© Heaven forbid you ſhould do otherwiſe, rejoined 


© thearrful hypocrite, —you may be ſure I ſhall ne- 


*.yer oppole either his will, or your own inclination, in 
* the choice of a huſband ;—what I ſpeak of 1s only 
© a thing of form, which, when ſhewn to your hul- 
© band, will cblige him to treat me with gratitude 


* andre{pect. 


« I was entirely fativfied with this, and replied, E:. 


«<' would do wiat he defired as ſoon as he pleaſed ;— 
« on-which,” — It happened luckily, ſaid he, that 


« the gentic NAn who Calc here 0a the buſinefs I told 
s 
”. 0» 


he, pay any regard, after they become huſbands, | 


ally bind ourſelves, under the penalty of the half 
of what cither thould be poſſeſſed of, NEVeT to ſe- 


within himſelf”—* I have been thinking, ſaid he, 


fake he will not drive me from his houſe, yet he. 


_ OTE: 
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: you of was bred to the law,—T will let him know 


as much as 1s neceſfary of our affair, and get him 


: to draw up a proper inſtrument. —* In ſpeaking 
© theſe werds he left me and went in ſearch of his 
*« friend, who at that time was walking in the gar- 


«* den, waiting, no doubt, his coming. 
« T had little time allowed me to reflet on what 
« I was about to do,—Le Pris Immediately returned, 


| © bringing the lawyer with him,—the latter of whom 
| © defired to recetye inflruftions from my own mout:. 
| © for what he was to write, and accordingly I re- 


** peated the fenſe of the obligation I was to lay 


* myſelf under, leaving it to him to put it in ſuch 


Lad 


| © words as he ſhould find proper ;—if I had been 
| © miſtreſs of the leeft ſhare of common reaion, I 
\ © muſt have ſecn that all this ſcheme was a thing 
| © previouſly concerted between theſe two yillains ; 
| © for the lawyer immediately pulled out of his poc- 
| © ket a large parchment, with ſeals fixed to it, and 
{ © every thing requiſite to make the inffxyment firm and. 


* valid ;=-but I was infatuated, —all my little under- 


| © ſtanding was ſubjeQed to the will of this wicked 
| © Tutor ;—I gave an implicit faith to all he faid, 
Ig 4 1 an implicit obedience ro all his dictates, 


* The lawyer took kis leave the next Gay, and 
* nothing material happened till within a week of 


| © the time my father was expeRed home, when, in- 
| © ſtead of himſelf came : melancholy account 
| © that he had been ſeized with an apopleQic fit, and 


* tho” he recovered from it, expired within two 
** hours after ;—he had made his will about a year 
© before, by which he left me ſole heir of every 


* thing he was in poſſeſſion of, except a few legacies, 
© and incaſe his demiſe ſhould happen before I vas 
* married, or of age, appointed we gentlemen for. 
| his executors and my guardians 


* wrote to me, as did alſo my couſin **#**#, ac. 
* quainting me that it was neceffary I ſhould come 


* to London direRly on this occafion, and each in- 


© viting 


;—they both 
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viting me to their reſpeQtive houſes, which as 
they lived in different parts of the town, T was at 
kberty to chooſe which I liked beft. I 
© My Tutor, however, difſuaded . me from ac- 
cepting any. of their offers, and told me he would 
write to a friend in London to provide a ready fur- 
niſhed houſe for my reception, till things were ſet- 
tled, and I ſhould reſolve whether I would reſide in 
town or country :—accordingly he did fo, and 
when we came within ten miles of London ye 
were met on the road by the Jaywer, who, as [ 
have ſince diſcovered, was his chief agent in every 
thing ;—he conducted us to a houſe in Jermyn- 


| fireet, which was indeed very. neat and commodi- 


ous. | ” 
© It was late when we arrived, but I did not fail 


++ to ſend the next morning to my two guardians and 


couſin, #*##**, who aH came to fee me the fame 
day, and expreſſed themſelves in very affeQionare 
terms ;—1 preſented my Tutor to them, as a per- 
ſon for whom my father had a high eſteem, on 
which they treated him with that reſpeC they 
ſuppoſed him to deſerve. 


« I now entered into a. ſcene of life altogether 


new to me ;—ſeyeral diſtant relations, whom. | 
knew only by their names, and many other get- 
tlemen and ladies, who had been acquainted with 
my mother, came to pay their reſpects to 
me ;---all my mornings were taken up with meſiz 
ges and compliments, and all w afternoons wil 
receiving and returning viſits.---How ſtrange wa 
the tranſition ?-- from being confined to the na! 


row precinCts of a lone country manſion, T had now 


the whole metropolis to range in ;---inftead of ti: 


grave lefſons of two old men, my ears were nov 


continually filled with the flattering praiſes of a 
dreſſing heaux ; ---inſtead of having nothing {0 
amuſe my hours,, new diverſions, ---new entertain 
ments, crowded upon me each moment, and f wi 

| « jncefſſant)} 
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v « ceſſantly hurried from one pleaſure to anotker» 
* W* till my head grew giddy with the whirl of promif- 
«-_ <y9us delights. 
oy « As I was young, not ugly, and looked upon as 
wn « a rich herreſs, propoſals of marriage were every 
cM day made to me, all which I communicated to 
” WW my Tutor ; but tho' many of them were muc | 
Þ y em were much to 
ws advantage, he always found fome pretence or 
= « other for refu ſing his conſerit, and J] according!; 
Wi þ rejected them, to the ſurpriſe of all who knew 
< (« me, and the great difatisfaction of my beſt friends. 
| He was not, however, half pleaſed with the 
7 WW 57 manner in which I lived, and as ſoon as my af- 
x _ ery - my eſtate were ſettled, would fain 
cn (have prevailed upon me to return into the country ; 
_ I but I had too high a reliſh for the diverſions of he 
ane town to pay that cegard to his advice I had former- 
a ly done ; and, inftead of complying with ir, quit- 
_ ted the houſe I was in, hired another upon leaſe, 
ho 4 and furniſhed it in the moſt elegant manner I 
he {rogue ;—he grew very grave on my behaviour ; 
? bats I kept firm to both the engagements I had 
FW þ made with him, he had no pretence to complain of 
19 ations in other matters, Yo ag 
yoo th For a time, indeed, wy head was not the leaſt 
a tnrned towards marriage ;—lI thought no farther of 
I - e men than to be vain and delighted with their 
"ef. puns ;——happy would it have been for me had 
"ih. continued always in this mind ; bur my 11! fate 
Ag too ſoon, alas! preſented me with an object 
: which convinced me, that all the joys of public 
ho eo ny Regions, whos compared to one _ 
. ur with tae youth we to NC 
or * we think we are belored PE OI 9 
g Fam | 3 1 believe there is lictle need for me to ſay that 
ing | this obje& ſo enchanting to my ſenſes was the 
crtain Jugs the handſome, the accompliſhed Amaſis :— 
7 vol : e world, to whom he made no ſecret of the paſ- 
ant) 10n he profeſfed for me, was alfo witneſs in what 


( © .. 
pureks received it ;—we appeared together in 
ul public places ;—l treated hin 1a all companies 
* wih 


«i 
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with a deference which ſhewed the eſteem I hi 
for him :—iny friends approved my choice, and 
the union between us was looked upon as a thing 
abfolutely cetermined, that many believed the ce- 
remony was already over, when, to their great 
{urprite, they ſaw at once that we were utter 
brore off, and ina very ſhort time after, the un- 
5: grateful Aimalis become the huſband of another. 

** My tutor, on perceiving me inclined to favon 
Amaſis n:cre than I had ever done any of thox 
wao had hitherto addrefſed me. began t 
rail at him. and tell me a thouſand ridiculcus fi 
ries he preterded to tave heard in relation 10 
his conduct ;—1 till retained too much reverence 
for this wicked man to contradit what he faid 
but not enough toenable me to conquer my pſi 
on ;—T loved Amsſis, and continued to give hin 
daily proofs of it ;—this ſo incenſed him, that tt 
told me one day,—that he wondered 1 would en 
courage the courtſhip of a man whom I nent 
muſt expe£t to marry,” —* W hy not, fir, an{werel 


C. 


I, neither his birth nor fortune are inferior to mine; 


— When 1 gave you that power over me, faid|, 
you promiſed neyer to thwart 'my inclination.'—| 
did fo, replied he ; but, to be plain with you, | 
_thenexpctted all your inclination would be in f* 
vour of myſc}f/— Yourſelf ! cried I, more fut 
piifed than words can deſcribe, —— Yes, Alinc 
reſumed he, methinks the thing ſhould not appett 
ſo odd to you ;--—call back to your remell 
brance the familiaritiesthat have paſſed between us 
and then juftify, if you can, to virtue or to model 
ty, the leaſt deſire of giving yourſelf to anoths! 
man.” | 

« Rage,—aſtoniſhment, and ſhame, for the folly] 


| & had been guil'y of, ſo overwhelmed my heart at this 


« reproach, that I had not power to ſpeak one wat, 
* but ſtood looking on him with a countenanc 
« which, I believe, ſufficiently exprefſed all thok 
« paſlions, while he went on in theſe terms , aa 


a 
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| © How often, continued he, have you hung about 
hat my neck whole hours together, and by the warm- 
« elt fondneſs tempted me to take every freedom with 
« you but the Jaſt, which if I had not been poſſefſed 
©«-W: of more honour than you now ſhew of conttancy, 
crea WB: 1 2iſo ſhould have ſeized, and lett you nothing to 
iy Wh beſtow upon arival?” 7 | _ - 
Tit « The ftorm which had been gathering in my_ 

cn. Wh breaſt all the time he was ſpeaking, now burſt out 
VO with the extremeſt violence ;—[ raved, and loaded 
tho Wc him with epithets not very becoming in me to 
| V8« make uſe of, yet not worſe than he deſerved ;-— 
my ﬀ he heard me with a ſullen filence ; but when I 
« mentioned the cruclty and baſeneſs of upbraiaing 
Ten © .me with the follies of my childiſh innocence, he 
{0 FR me, with a fneer, that he would aaviie me 
fi « not to put that among my catalogue of complaints.” 
e bn. —PFor, ſaid he, the world will icarce believe, that 
at i. lady of fourteen, fifteen, and fixteen, had the 
id i. me inclinations in toying-with a gentleman as a 


and 
hing 


e Ct 


Jn 0 


NOW baby has with its nurſe. | > 

were « ] would have replied, that the manner in which 
wt « I was educated kept me in the ſame ignorance as | 
ww « a baby; but ſomething within roſe in my throat, 
L- | « ſtopping the paſſage of my breath, and I funk 
FG « fainting in the chair where I was fitting :—whether | 


« he was really moved with this fight, or only affect- 
« edto be ſo,. I know not ; but he ran to me, ufed 
« proper means to bring me to myſelf, and on ny 
* recovery I found myſelf prefied very tenderly with- 
Em « in his arms :— his touch was now grown oGious to 
2 \ «me,—l ftruggled to get looſe ;”—*< Be not thus | 
mode” Wi urkind, cried: he, holding - me ſill faſter, you 
not" WI. ne rook pleaſure in my embraces, you have - 
ly] * confeſſed you did ;—oh then recall thoſe ſoft ideas, 
As :; © and we ſhall both be happy. | NI 
tat Wl «© No, anſwered I, breaking forcibly from him, 
what then was the effett of roo much innocence, 
1 of would 'be now a guilt, for which I ihoulſd deteit 
I 00" myſelf as much as I do you.---+ I till love you, 
Hon laid he.'---* Prove it then, cricd I hercely, by giving 
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* me up that writing which your artifices enſnared me 
* to agn, and ceaſe to oppoſe my marriage with 
* Amalis.'---© No, madam, replied he, if you per- 
fit in the reſolution of marrying Amaſis, half your 
eſtate would be a ſma]l conſolation to me for the 
lo's of you ; and you cannot ſure imagine me 
weak enough to reſign my claim to the one, after 
being deprived of the other.” 


«© IT had not patience to continue this diſcourſe, 
but retired to my chamber, where, throwing my. WM b 
ſelf upon the bed, I vented ſome part of the an-W * 
' gviſh of my mind in a flood of tears ; after which, WM © 
hnding ſome little eaſe, I began to refle&, that tor. | * 
menting myſelf in this manner would avail nothing, iſ © 
and that I ought rather to try if any poſſible meanz Ss, 
could be found for extricating me trom the laby- | 
rinth I was entangled 1n. RL an Wray 
_« Accordingly I arofe,- -muffled . myſelf up a 
well as I could to prevent being known, - took 1 
© hackney coach, and went to the chambers of a 
«£ eminent lawyer ;--1 related to him all the unhap- 
' py caſe, concealing only the names of the perfor: 
concerned in it ;---he liſtened attentively to what 
« ] faid, and when I had done, aſked me of what 
age I was when I entered into that engagement | 
« now wanted to be freed from : which queſtion | 
« anſwered with ſincerity, he ſhook his head, and 
<« told me, that he was "ll to aſſure me I] could 
« have norelief from 1aw, and that the beit, and in- 
&« deed the only method I could take, was to endex- 
< your to compriſe the affair with the gentleman. 
« I returned home very diſconfolate, and wu 
above a week without being able to reſolve on any 
«. thing ; but my'tmpatience to be united to the mai 
« T loved, and at the ſame time eaſed of the pre: 
« ſence of a manlI hated, at laſt determined me to 
follow the lawyer's advice ;---I ſent for my wicked 
Tutor into my chamber,---taſked to him in more 


 « obliging terms than I had done fince the firſt di 
covery of . his deſigns upon me; but repreſen: 
< ted to him the abſurdity of thinking cf mar- 


cc 
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« rying me himſelf ;---and concluded with telling 

« him, that if he would cancel the engagement be- 

« tween us I would make him a pgratuiry of a thou- 

« ſand pounds, and alſo be ready to do him any 
« other ſervice 1n my power, : ” 

« He rejeted this propoſal with the greateſt con- 

« tempt.”---* You are certainly mad, Alinda, faid 

« he, or take me to be ſo.;--a thouſand pounds would 


« be a fine equivalent, indeed, for halt of your efſ- 
| © tate, jewels, rich furniture, plate, and whatever 


« elſe you are in poſſeſſion of ; to all which your mar- 


| © riage will give me an undoubted claim, and | ac- 


© cordingly ſhall ſeize.”---* Suppoſe I never marry, 
*.cryed [--- Be it fo, anſwered he, I muſt fill! con- 
* tinue to live with you ; and what you offer for my 


* quitting you does not amount to hve years purchate | 


of my falary and board as your chaplain. 


* Theſe words making me imagine his chief | 


'« objeEtion was to the ſmallneſs-of the ſum, I told 
« him | would double, nay even treble it, for the 
*+ purchaſe of my liberty; but he told me, it would 
* be in vain for me to tempt him with any offer of 
«* that kind ;---that no conlzderation. whatever ſhould 
** prevail with him to depart from the agreement Le- 


| * tween us, and he would always hold me to n.y_ 


* bargain. _ 
« The determined air with which he ſpoke this, 
** made me think beſt not to urge him any farther at 


**-that time z---the next day, however, and ſeveral - 


* ſucceeding ones, | failed not to renew the dif- 
** courſe ; but tho* 1 made uſe of every argument 
" my reaſon could fupply me with,-- tho' 1 wept, 


* prayed, raved,---by turns cajoled and threatened, 


** all I could fay, all 1 could do was ineffeQual, and 
* the more | laboured to bring him to compliance, 
the more ſtubborn his obſtinacy grew. 2 

'* To make any one ſenſible what it was I ſuffered 


$i 


+« 


* ſenſible to what an infinite degree ] loved the man 


whom it was now impoſſible for me to be happy 
1th, and both theſe are inexpreſlible pM, 2all 
| | 65. [NCTE * 


In this cruel dilemma, they muſt alſo be made 


= 
Poon CEO I II 


$4.” 2. GS 


ITS 


_ — 
96-2: IIHEBIRD NN FT ex SEGA tion 
. 


E «a a a &@ «a « £4 Lo 


>= -» oe - — -_ = a > - cingth 
wn eds Io. 2s FO on AE RI Ee > odtet- Lee HEE <a £m 
. & 


\ 


"2 F.HE-.-1NVISITBLE SPY: 
«+ therefore only fay, that I was very near being to- 
6« tally deprived of that little ſhare of reaſon heaven 
« had beitowed upon me. BER Fs 

© Amaſis, to whom | had confeſſed the tender- 
« neſs | had for him, was all this while continually 
« ſoliciting me to complete our union ;---one day, 
«+ when he was more than ordinarily prefling on this 


« occaſion, and my heart being very full I cried 


« out, almoſt without kno» ing » hat : ſaid ”- -* Oh, 
« Amaſis, you know not what you aſk, when you 
« aſk me to marry you ”---©* "This exclamation fur- 
« priſed him ; but having begun, 1 now went on.” -- 
© You expect, faid 1, an eitate of twelve hundred 
« poundsa year; but will not deceive you, you 
« find me worth only the half of what you have been 
« made to hope.” --- When I made my addreſſes to the 
« lovely Alinda, anſ+ ered he, | had no eye to the 
« fortune the might bring me ;- -but wherefore this 
« fruitleſs trial of my love ?-- your guardians have 
« ſhewn me the writings of your eſtate, and | know 
« to a lingle hundred what you are poſſeſſed of.'--- 
« Suppoſe, rejoined [, that 1 ſhould have previouſly 
diſpoſed of the one half of what otherwiſe our 
marriage would have given you? --* | will fup- 
poſe no ſuch thing. replied he, it cannot be.”--- 
ſt both can and 1s, ſaid 1, burſting into tears, [ 
have unwarily entered into an engagement, by 
which I forfeit the moiety of all ] am miftreſs ot, 
even to my very jewels, if ever | marry any man, 
except, on a Certain condition, which, con- 
dition I am no+ well affured | never can obtain.” 

* Deathand hell, cried he ſtarting up in a fury! 


© 0... What condition, --when, where, --to whom, 


« on What account was this engagement made !--- 


«« Shame would not let, me anſwer to thefe interro- 
« gatories, and | remained in a kind of ſtupid fi- 
« lence.” - * If by any artifices, purſued he you 
© have been ſeduced to fffn a compact of this wild 


© nature, unfold the whole of the affair, and depend 
© that either the laws or this avenging arm thall do 
* you 
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c you juftice.” — 1 now repent that I had ſo raſhly 


 « divulged any part of this fatal ſacret,—not but I 


« ſhould have been glad to have had my wicked tu- 
« tor puniſhed ; but I knew that on the leaſt at- 


| « tempt made for my redreſs, he would infallibly 


« expoſe the follies I had been guilty of in regard | 


| « to him; and when compared to that, the lots of 
| « Amaſis,—my fortune, or even my life itſelf, ſeem- 

| « ed a leſs terrible misfortune ;—for this reaſon, 
| « therefore, I refuſed the entreaties of a beloved 
| « Jover, and ſcreen'd the villainy of a wretch whom 

| « moſt my ſoul abhorred. | | 


« In fine, I would reveal no more than I had 


| « done. —Amaſis left me in a very ill humour, and 


« the next morning I received a billet from him 


« containing theſe ſtabbing lines: 


To Miſs ALinp a **#*##, 
CATADAMs.. -- | Roots 

« JF Have been conſidering on the amazing account _ 
6 | you gave me laſt night ; and as you refuſe to 
« diſcover either the perſon with whom you made 
« this engagement, or the motives which induced 


\ « you to it, can look on it as no other than a 


« contraCt with fome gentleman, once happy in your 
« affetions ;—a ſecond-hand paſlion neither fuits 


© with the delicacy of my humour, nor to encroach 
{ * upon the rights of another with my honour :;— 


« T ſhall therefore deſiſt troubling you with any 
« future viſits, but ſhall be always glad to hear of 
« your welfare, which I deſpair of doing till you 
« prevail upon yourſelf to be juſt to your firſt vows; 
« facrifice the affetion you have for me to the 
* obligations you are under to my rival ;— I yield 
« to his prior title all the late glorious hopes I 
* had conceived, and with you more happy with 
« him, than it is now in your power to make 


© Your humble ſervant, 
«K AMasls.” 


VoL..1. E 4 Here 
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* Here ended all my hopes of happineſs ;=all the 
ſoft ideas of love and marriage vanithed for ever 
from my breaſt, and were ſucceeded by others 
of the moſt dreadful nature :—for ſeveral weeks 


TI abandoned myſelf to grief and to deſpair ; but 


pride at length got the hetter of theſe paſſions ; 


_ and, to.conceal fhe real ſituation of my heart from 


the inquiring world, I all at once atfeQted to be 
madly gay, and ran into ſuch extrayagances, as, 
without being criminal in fact, juſtly drew upon 


- me the levereft cenſures. 


'< But nature will not bear a perpetual violence, 


—-grief and deſpair were the ſtrongeſt ' paſſions in 
me ;—in the midft of dancing, drinking, revelling, 


| tears were ready to ſtart from my eyes, and ſighs 
« from my boſom, which, when I endeavoured to 


ſuppreſs, recoild upon my heart, and thook my 


- whole frame with the moſt terrible revulſions ;— 


the marriage of Amaſis ſeconded the blow our 
parting - had given ;—T could no longer difſemble 
what I felt, —no longer appear the giddy thought- 
leſs libertine, but flew from one extreme to the 


other ;—I now would. ſee no company, ſhut my- 


ſelf up in my chamber, denied acceſs to my beſt 


\ friends, and neyer went abroad but to viſit the. 


hoſpitals and priſons :—I never ſuffered Le Bris 
to come into my preſence ; and, I believe, per- 
ceiving me ſo reſolute, he would now have accept- 
ed of a ſum of money to have quitted my houſe 


entirely; but I had now .done with. the world, 
—had loſt in Amaſis all I valued in it, and would 
not give the monſter, whom I juſtly looked upon 


as the ſource of all my misfortunes, any more 
than I was compelled to do,— his bare board and 
ſalary. SEP CE Os 


« Behold, by theſe memoirs, the beginning and 


progreſs of my miſeries,-—the end 1s near at hand, 
death is alrcady buſy at my heart, and allows 
no time to apologize for the errors of my con- 
duCt ;---pity is all wy aſhes can expect.” 
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CHAP. VII. 


Contains a very brief account of ſome paſſages fub- 


ſequent to the foregoing ſtory, avith the author's 


remarks upon the whole, 


A 5S I know very well that folidity has but a ſmall 
| ſhare in the compoſition of the lady whom 
Alinda had intended to entruſt with the publication 
of her memoirs, I thought the ſurefſt way of having. 
the will of the deceaſed performed, was not to trouble 
a perſon of her charaQter with the peruſal of them, 


| butto take the opportunity of my Inviſibleſhip to pre- 


{ent them to the world myſelf, which I accordingly 
MLS ot 
And now, as I doubt not but the reader will be glad 


| of being informed of ſomewhat farther concerning Le 


Bris, I ſhall relate ſuch particulars as have come to 
my knowledge. | | 

It muſt be concluded that this unworthy preceptor, 
in looking over the papers of Alinda, had either not 
obſerved, or afterwards forgot, that the ring he had 


| juſt taken from among her jewels was the very ſame 


mentioned in her letter to her friend, otherwiſe he 


| would certainly have had cunning enough to have 


replaced it where he found it. | 
Mr.*#*#**## ſoon recolleting what his couſin had 
ſaid to him in regard of this little legacy, and miſſing 
it from her other trinkets, made a ftri&t inquiry what 
was become of it :—Le Bris, having had her keys 
in his poſſeſſion, was one of the firſt interrogated, and 
on being ſo, boldly replied, that ſuch a ring had been 
beſtowed upon him by Alinda.—+ How can that be,” 
cried the other, —*when but three days before her 
* death ſhe bequeathed it to a lady of her acquain- 
* tance, and inſiſted on my promiſe of delivering it 
* to her Y—She muſt then be deliious, faid the par- 
* ſon; but however that might be, heaven forbid | 
* ſhould detain what _ even ſuſpected to be the gh, 
2 | od. 
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* of another ;? and with theſe words preſented the 
ring to Mr. ######*, who received it from him with- 
This affair, notwithſtanding the hypocritical man- 
ner in which the ring was returned, gave Mr, *##### 
room to 1magine there had been ſome foul play in 
relation to Alinda's effefts : —the ſteward proved, by 


- his books, that he had paid into her hands a week 
| before her death, two huntred and fifty pounds in 


ſpecie, and more than twice that ſum in bank-bills, 
being arrears he had received from the tenants ;— 


it ſeemed unlikely to them that ſhe could have 


diſpoſed of the money, much leſs have any occaſion 
to change the bills in ſo ſhort a time ;—orders 


were therefore ſent to the Bank to ſtop the pay- 


ment of ſuch numbers till further notice ; but the 


precaution came too late,—the perſon who ſecret- 


ed them had been already there, and converted 
all his paper into caſh 
The heir, however, was conhdent that he had 


| | been defrauded ;—he conſulted counſel upon it, who 
. all adviſed him to have recourſe to equity :— 


whether Le Bris had any hint given him of what 
was intended to be done againſt him, or whether 
his own guilty conſcience made him only apprehend 


It, 1s uncertain; but be that as it may, he had not 


the courage tc ſtand the teſt of examinarion,—he 
fled the kingdom, after having thrown afide that 
robe, which, had he been known for what he truly 


was, would long before have been ſtripped from off 


his facrilegious ſhoulders. 


' But Providence would not permit him to enjoy 


his il]-got ſpoils, nor a life he had devoted to ſuch 


wicked purpoſes ;—defigning to turn trader at Ja- 


maica he embark'd for that place ;—but the veſſel 


being overtaken by a ſtorm, was loſt almoſt in ſight 


of thore, and he with many others, perhaps leſs guilty 


erſons, periſhed in the wreck :—this laſt piece of 
intelligence I received from his mother, who, tho' 


he had ſupported during the life of Alinda, to 


prevent 
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prevent being expoſed by her clamours, he now 


left pennyleſs, deſtitute and flarving in an extreme 
old age. 


Thus did the vengeance of heaven at laſt overtake 


tte wretch, who, beſides his other 1mpieties, had 
been guilty of the moſt cruel ingratitude, and breach 


of truſt, in impoſing upon the tunplicity of « young 


creature committed to his care, and utterly deftroy- 


ing all the views of his generous Patron and Be- 


ne:::&or. 


As for ha unfortunate Alinda, T7 it is certain. 


her concguct cannot be wholly juſtifel, yet, ac- 
cording to my opinton, neither 013ght It to be whol- 
ly. condemed ;—it would be patling too f{:vere a 
judgment, to impure tie fondneſs the expretled for 
her wicked tutor to a wanton | inclination ;—f we 
conſider the various arts 'of her ſeducer,—the com- 
mands Jaid on her by her father to love and obey 
tim as himſelf ;-—-the ma Aner 12 which ſhe was 


brought up ;—the periect ignorance the was kept 


'S) 


in 0i tae cuſtoms of the world, and how other young 


ladtes behaved; we ſhall find that theſe are all 
of them veiy firong pleas in her ec<tence, and 
not toxhear pityiag the miltakes of ſuch artl- ls 
Juli44CENCE. . 

L with as much could he alledged i in her behalf, on 
the icore of, her behaviour after breaking of with 


Amalis ;—the exceiſes into wiich the ran, in or-. 


der to COnccal the diiquiets of her mind for the lots 
o: that favourite loyer, too evidently ſhew that ſhe 
ſacrificed two of the moſt valuable charaQeriſtics 


o' woman-hood, —her prudence aud her modeity, to. 


one of the very wort, —her price. 


Nor can 1 oiter any thing in vincication of the. 


laſt ſtages of her lite, —if convinced of her error, 1n 
betng perpetually among a promiſcuous unſelected 
company, it wa s flying to an almott as inexcuiable 
58 extreme, to ithut herfeli from her beſt triends, 
and *void the fociety of thoſe whoſe converietion 
might have Olliipated ker Clagiin, and at tae tame 
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time Improved her underſtanding ;—to do this ſeems 
to me, I muſt confeſs, to have more the ſavour 
of deſpair, than of virtue or true fortitude. 
There was, doubtleſs, a certain giddy propenſity 
' In her nature which wanted to be correQted by 
_ reaſon, example, ——precept, —— authority, and 
the rudiments of a good education, all which ſhe 
was denied; and it muſt therefore be acknowledged, 
that both her faults and misfortunes were entire- 
ly owing to the caprice and credulity of her fa- 
ther, ba. the baſe deſigns of the perion appointed 
« be her governor and infiructor, 


| 


The End of the FixsT Book, 
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CHA:P.--I 
The Author by the help of bis Inviſibility, has dij- 
covered ſuch a contraſt in the behaviour of t4aw2 


married couple of diſtinion, as he thinks would be 
the utmoſt injuſtice to the public to conceal, 


LACENTIA, after a long and moſt paſſionate 
courtſhip, was at laſt wedded to Dalmatius ; — 
the brought him an ample fortune, a very agreeable 
perſon, and an unblemiiſh'd charaQter ; — the had 
ſtudied all the duties of a wife before ſhe became ſo, 


and afterwards praiſed them in the ſtricteſt man- 
ner ;— whenever ſhe found him gay, ſhe heightened 
his good humour by her own ſprightlineſs ; and. 


when ſullen and perverſe, as was too often the caſe, 
ſhe endeavoured to ditlipate his chagrin, either by 


playing on her ſpinnet or telling him ſome diverting 


ſtory :—without ſeeming to conſult his palate, ithe 
always took care to put ſuch diſhes into her bill of 
fare, as ſhe had perceived he fed upon with moiſt 
latisfaCtion : = whatever company fuited his , taſte 
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| were ſure to be often invited by her, and enter- 
tained with the greateſt marks of eſteem and com- 
plaifance :>— her whole thoughts, indeed, were 


\ 


taken up with obliging and making him happy : 


—ſhe had no will,—no inclination of her own,— 
both were entirely regulated by his; and, to add to 
all this, ſhe was an excellent economiſt, underſtood 


the management of a family perfe&tly well, and 


knew how to make a grand appearance with leſs 


expence, than ſome others are at who are account- 
ed contemptibly parſimonious. 
What would ſome huſbands give to be bleſs'd 
with ſo virtuous, fo tender, fo endearing a com- 
panion ? Dalmatius, inſtead of placing this jewel 
next his heart, hurg it carelefly upon his ſleeve ; 


_ either not knowing, or not regarding the true 
value of it; >. | | 


During the courſe of ſeveral Inviſible Viſitations I 


| made at their houſe, never did I fee him treat her 


in any degree proportionable to her merit ;—when 
in lis beſt humours, he returned the carefles the 
give im only with a cold indifference z but when 
ary thing abroad had happened to thwart his view, 
eliher of pleaſure or ambition, no man could 


behave with more churliſhneſs at khome : — but 


the manner in which this couple behaved to each 


other will beſt appear from their own words, 


which I ſhall give a ſhort ſpecimen of on two 
different occaſions. | 3 
'They were to go out together one day, to call 
on ſouie friends who were 10 accompany them on 
a party of pleaſure —The Jandau waited at the 


door, he had juſt finiſhed dreſſing, and ſent up 
to know if his wife was ready ; — the meſſage 


could be ſcarce delivered before ſhe came flying 
into the room, on which the following dialogue 
enſued 3... .- | = | 

Placeni:a. 


Dalmatius. © Not at ail, — it wants ſme mi- 


© putes of our appointment ; but ] know Fou Os; 


* men ate generally: fo long In equipping Your 
« {{]ves, that I was willing ro fend a mefienger 0 
* haſten you 
| Placonties:. © | ſhould know but little of the 
« yalne of time, if I waſted mvc'i of it in &re: ling. 
« —Þnt pray; my Gear, | how do you like 'me to- 
' ay ff 
Dalmatius, * Like you, — that's an 06d « queſ- 
© tion ;—why—as weil 2s ever | aid , 
Placentia. * I thouwiu be miſerable if ] cid net 


« think you did ;—but I mcan, how & You like 


« my cloaths ? you ſee Þ am 4!} in new.” 
Dalmatius., * Are you indeed ? ] .ſhou!d have 
* ſeen nothing 'of it if you hed not toid me :; —I 
© nev2r mind what women have on.” 
Placentia. * ihen, I am diſappointed, my Gear 
« for I aſſure you I conſulted your fancy more 
' than my own in tle choice F made of this fil, a 


©] have heard you” fay an hundred times, I 


* believe, that you thought blue and fi.ver the moſt 
' ayreeable mixture that could be.” 
Datmatins '--*. Soit is; 3 but it may not happen to 


© become every budy ;—nowever, 1 mutt & you | 


* the juſtice to fay, you look well erongh in it 

' and | believe every body will think fo." © 
Placentia. * It you think fo, my dear, It 1s all 
* ] with” 


_ In ſpeaking this ſhe took hold of his hand, and. 
kiſed 1t with the greateſt warm:h of affetion ;— 


he returned the favour with a flight fal re npon her 
cheek, then looking on his watch, ſaid he heliey- 


ed it was time to go, and went down | Faith, ſhe. 


tollowing. 


Eg: "hg. - 
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Placentia. * ] hope I have not made- you wait 
* for me '?. | | 
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"The truth of the affair is this : — Dalmatius is 
not only vain and inſolent in his nature, but alſo 
amorous and inconſtant to an exceſs; tho* he no 
longer had any eyes for the charms of his fair wife, 
| his heart was but too ſuſceptible to thoſe of other 
_ women.—Miranda for ſome time engroſs'd all his 
devoirs ; nor could her being married to the moſt 
Intimate of his friends, reſtrain him from making 
his unlawful addreſſes to her ; nor the vow ſhe had 
taken at the holy altar, deter her from gratify- 
ing an inclination he had found the way to In- 
ſpire. A as > 
x The huſband of this lady is a man of ſo much in- 
| dolence and fo little delicacy, that he never gives 
himſelf the leaſt concern about what pleaſures his 
wife may indulge herſelf in, provided ſhe offers 
no interruption to thoſe he takes himſelf; there 
are ſome, indeed, who ſay that on their marriage 
they mutualiy agreed to allow each other a per- 
_ fett latitude in this point ;—but be that as it may, 
Miranda ſeems under no apprehenfions of her con- 

_du&t being called-in queſtion by him. | 
Her amour with Dalmatius ſoon became ſo no- 
torious that it was 1n the mouth of every one ;— 
Placentia herſelf was the laſt that gave credit to 
it ;—that excellent lady would not ſuffer her heart 
to. entertain 1ll thoughts of the man whom ſhe 
was bound to love, nor could any thing but the 
teſtimony of her own eyes have convinced her of 

the guilty truth. | Fd. lf 
Miranda came to viſit her one day, when the 
happened to be abroad ; but Dalmatius being at 
| home, the preſence of his wife was little wanted ; 
—ſhe ſoon returned, however, and being told that 
Miranda was above ran haftily up to receive her ; 
but not finding her in the room where company 
were uſually introduced, yet thinking ſhe heard 
the murmur of voices very near, fhe ſtepped 
towards the place whence it ſeemed to proceed, 
and peeping through the key-hole of an adja- 
cent chamber, ſaw her huſband and the lady in 
a poſture 


dja- 


d4 in 
{ture 


criminal converſation. | ft 
The ſudden ſhock at firſt transfixed her feet ;—but 
reſently recovering herſelf ſhe retired from the 
guilty ſcene and went into her own chamber ; where, 


, hnding her woman at work, ſhe ordered her to go 
immediately down and forbid the ſervants to take 


any notice of her being come home :—* I hear, ſaid 


© ſhe, that Miranda is below, and I am not very” 


* well, and would not ſee any company at this time.” 
The woman being withdrawn to do as ſhe was 


commanded, Placentia threw herſelf into an eaſy- 


chair and fell into a profound reſvery ;=—I was prefent 


all this while, but my Belt of Invitibility did not- 


enable me to penetrate into her thoughts, till ſeeming 
as if determined on fomething ſhe had been debating 


within herſelf, ſhe roſe ſuddenly trom her ſeat and 


bucſt into theſe werds : | 
Placentia. * No,—he ſhall never know IT think 


| © him falſe; much leſs that I have detected him ;— 


reproaches would avail me nothing, and might 
* harden him in his crime ;—1I am lis wife, we muft 


£ 
« 
4 
4 
* therefore, as well as duty, commands -me to con- 
* ceal the ſhamerul diſcovery I have made ; and ra- 
* ther endeayour, by added tendernefs, if poilible, 
£ 

* as worthy of his affeQion as Miranda,” 

I left her in this reſolution, and found. that 1 
feveral days the ftrictly adhered to it ; excepting only 
that ſhe could not fo far diſemble her uneaſinets as to 
be able to receive Miranda in the manner ihe had 
formerly done; ſhe therefore defiſted from making 
her any farther invitations to her houſe, and always 
excuſed herſelf from acceptivg any ſent to her by 
that lady. £0 | | ” 

| This was enough, however, to give. the lovers 
fome apprehenfions that ſhe ſuſpected their intrigue ; 
but Miranda was of too vain and gay a temper to feel 
any inquietudes on. this ſcore ; and the ungratefu} 
OE | Dalwatius 
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+ poſture, ſuch as could leave her no doubt of their 


always live together, or be ſubjected to the ridicule. 
of a laughing and cenforious world :—prudence, 


to reclaim him, and oblige him to ſee I am at leaſt . 
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| Dalmatius, finding himſelf treated by his wife with 
' the ſame love and complaiſance as ever, gave himſelf 


not the trouble either to examine, or be under the 
leaſt concern whether ſuch a behaviour proceeded 
from her 1 Ignorance of his fault, or her diſcretion in 


_ overlooking it. 


Bur the ſweeteſt nature may be Embittered by con- 
tinual provocations ;—Placenua finding that aJl the 
efforts ſhe made for regaining the affeQtions of her 
huſband were ineffetual, began by degrees to grow 


More remiſs in her cares of pleaſing ;—not that ſhe 


ever departed from the eſſential duties of a wife ;— 
ſhe only ceaſed the praGtice of thoſe which, as the 


. caſe ſtood between them, might juſtly be called 


works of fupererogation. 

Being to have a great route at her houſe, juſt as 
ſhe was going to ſend cards to invite the company, 
Dalmatius came into the room, and having looked 
over the Catalogue of names, on finding Mianda's 
not there, began with an unuſual haughtineſs to in- 
terrogate her on that occaſion ; and the, now, for 
the firſt time, replied to what he ſaid with as mnch 
indifference as ſhe had formerly done with ſubmitlion, 

 Datmatius. * How happens it, madam, that Mi- 


_ * Tanda is left out among the number of your gueſts ? 


Placentia. * I had forgot her. 

Dalmatius. * It is well then that I reminded you 
* but methinks a lady of her rank and character in 
* the world nuight well have deſerved a Jy. in LyOM 
* remembrance.” 
Placentia, * It may be ſfo;—but one cannot 1n- 
« vite every body.” 

Dalmatius. * When any body is invited to our 
* houle, eſpecially on theſe occaſions, it would be 


* the vrmott abſurdity to Jeave Miranda out ; there- 


« fore . inſiſt upon her coming for your own ſake. 
Placentia. * Oh, fir, you reed not give yourſelf 


+ any trouble on that ſcore, 1 am certainly a judge 


* how to behave to my own acquaintance z—but if 
« you are ſo defirons of having Miranda here to- 
* morrow, the beſt way is for you to ſend a card as 
« from 
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« from yourſelf ;—I doubt not but the invitation will 
« he full as agreeable, and as ready complied with,” 

| Dalmatius. * You talk in an odd manner, *nadam x 
« —and now I think on 1t,—I met Mrrandu the other 
« day in the Park, and ſhe complained to me of a 
{trange change in you towards her ;—rthat you have: 
never returned the laſt viſit the made you ;—have 
« ſcarce ſpoke to her in any public afſembly, and 


A 


+ ſeemed to ſhun her preſence as much as poſible.— 


Lg 


Pray what is the meaning of all this ?' 
Pla-entia. © 'Vhat, fir, is a queition which perhaps 
© neither you nor ſhe would thank me tor anſwering 
aneatly.” :: -:; -- 0 SET 
Dalmatius. * I underſtand yon, madam, however ; 
© —you have got notions in your head not hecoming' 
© in you to indulge, nor worthy any endeavonr- of 
* mine to expel ;—I would only have you be wiſer, 
« and conſider that of all domeſtic animals a jealous 
« wife is the moſt contemptible.” | 
He flung out of the room with theſe words, and. 
all the rokens of aiſuain and indignation in his coun- 
tenance, leaving Placentia in a confuſion not eaſy to: 
be deſcribed ;—I could perceive, however, by the 
geſtures of that unhappy lady, that the repented 
having gone fo far, yer knowing herſelf the only in- 
jured, could not yield either to recede from her re- 
folution on the account of Miranda, or make uſe of 
any attempts to foften fo il|-founded a reſentment in_ 


her huſband. by | 


LY 


Itis now faid that his amour with Miran6a is on 


the decline ;—that a new face has utterly eclipſed all 
the charms he lately found in hers ; ano that Placen- 
tia has at leaſt this conſolation under her misfortune, 
to find that no one beauty has the power long ro 
retain the heart the has loſt ;—ſo juit are the poet's 
words : | | 
© When fix'd to one, love faie at anchor rides, 
« And dares the fury of the winds and tides; _ 
* But loſing once that hold, to the wide ocean 
* +6: DO0EVE, | 
* It drives at will, to ev'ry wave a ſcorn. 


Marriage, 
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Marriage, though a ſacred inſtitution, — though 
ordained by heaven to beſtow the ſupremeſt felicity 
we mortals are capable of enjoying, becomes the 
ſevereſt curſe, when ſouls ill ſuited to each other 
_ are joined in its indifſoluble bonds ; and it too otten 


happens, that thoſe who by nature and education 


are qualified to give and receive the greateſt happi- 
neſs, are rendered the moſt miſerable through the 
perverſeneſs of a bad-tempered partner. : t 

Montelion has been twice married ;—he has ex- 


perienced both all the contentments, and all the in- 


quietudes of that ſtate, with women of humours as 
widely different as light and darkneſs ;—T had almoft 
ſaid, as heaven from hel] :—his 6:{t lady, as the was 
excelled by none in exterior' perfeions, ſo ſhe was 


equalled but by very few in. the more valuable en- 


dowments of the mind ;—his life, while in poſſefiion 
of this treaſure, was one continued ſcene of harmony 
and love ; but ſoon, alas! the bliſsful proſpeQ va- 
niſthed !—the fair, the virtuous, the tender Erminia 


died ; and, to add to the misfortune of her diſcon-. 


 ſolate huſband, left no pledge behind her of their 
mutual aftection. | | re 
Though in that ſeaſon of life when amorous flames 
are at their higheſt bent, thoſe of Montelion ſeemed 
" all buried in the grave of his dear Erminia :—he re- 
mained for ſeveral years the lonely occupier of a 
_ widowed bed :—at laft, however, the ardent deſire 
_ of having an heir for his eftate got ſomewhat the 
better of his melancholy, and determined him on a 
ſecond venture. as 


In the choice he made he conſulted neither fortune. 


nor beauty ;—the one, indeed, he wanted not ;— 
and as for the other, ſince his Erminia's death, al} 
women were equal to him, and he regarded the 
lovely and unlovely with the ſame indifference ;—he 
therefore married Ferocia, merely becauſe ſhe was 
one of the daughters of a fruitful family, and likely 
to anſwer the only end which induced him once more 


to become a huſband. 
Every 


My 0% 3&5 © mee os - aa... 


By bgn of honeſty ; 


| paſſed upon her virtue ; yet I never could make any 
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Eyery body was aſtoniſhed at theſe nuptials, and 


| much more fo on the knowledge of Ferocia's beha- 


yviour afterwards ;—but I ſhall preſent my reader 
with the charaQter of this lady, as it was given by 


an impartial hand in a letter to a friend. 


Ferocia, now the wife of Montelion, is a woman 
plain in her perſon, —weak in her underftanding,— 


| capricious and fantaſtic in her humour, —usnpoliſhed 
| in her manners ;——and, what is worſe than all, 


inſufferably vain and inſolent on her new dignity, 


| without one grain of true love or gratitude for the 
| man who has raiſed her to it, | | 


My gift of Inviſibility affiſted me in proving the 
truth of the above in all its parts ;—— further |[ will 


| not pretend to fay ; for though it is a vulgar adage, 


that, « Where there is no modeſty, there is little 
* and I have heard ſevere cenſures 


diſcoveries to her prejudice on that fcore, and am 
apt to believe, that the rampant airs ſhe gives herſelf 
among the men, are, in reality, more owing to a 


| hoidenly than an amorous diſpoſition. 


Montelhon ſeems to ſee her behaviour in the ſame 
light I do; yet, for the fake of his own Honour, 
cannot but wiſh ſhe would a& with more reterve. 
They had not been married above three months when 
he was ſeized with a fib of the gout which confined 
him to his apartment ;———Ferocia came in covered 
over with jewels and blazing like a ſtar ; and, with- 
out expreſſing any concern for his indiſpoſition, told 
him that ſhe was going to. lady Primwell's route ; on 
which enſued the following dialogue between them : 

Mentelion. © 1 flattered myſelf, madam, with hay- 
' ing the happineſs of your company at home this 
* evening, as I am not in a condition to ftir out.” | 

Ferecia, * Oh heavens! IT ſhould make the worſt 
* nurſe in the world : What good would my ſtaying 
' do you ©? Tn | 

Antelion. * A great deal, madam, and I hope I. 
* need fay no more to engage you not to leave me.” 

| | Feracia, 
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588 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 
Ferocia. * Indeed, my lord, I muſt 80, | I have 
© given my promiſe.” 
Montelion. * You will 'be eafily excuſed ; —— no- 
«.body wil] expect a wite on a party of pleature, when 
*-they know her huſband is confined by pain. —Come, 


* my cear Ferocia, you muſt not think that ſtaying 
© at home one night 15 an a&t of too much complai- 


©. {ance to a man who would refule nothing. for your 
«© ſatisfaction.” 
In ſpeaking this be drew her gently towards him, 


and gave her two or three tender kiſſes ; but 1n doing 
ſo a little ſnuff he had between his thumb and fnoer- 


happened to ſcatter on her glove; on: which ſhe 
ſtarted from him and returned his kind expreſiione 
in theſe terms -: 

Ferocia. © Piſh, how filly this ig 2. you hve 
ſpoiled my gloves with your naſty ſnuff — Here 


and bid Faddle bring me a pair. of. clean gloves i Ina 
minute.” 
Mantelion. * Don't put om 3 in a paſſion, my 


- LOO PY 


« dear, but fit down and reſolve to oblige me. ;—T il 


_ 


call for cards,. and we'll have a-game at piquet.” 
She made no reply, . but hung down her head, and 


| ſtood counting the fiicks of her fan.t1}] Faddle came. 


into the room. 
 Ferocia. * Where are. the cloves / "ae 
Faddle. © Madam, I thought the fellow was nut- 


© taken when he bid me bring gloves, as - your lady» 


* ſhip had juſt now a clean pair.” 
ontelion. * Aye, Mrs. F addle, there is no occa- 


* ſion; rather get your lady's night-drefs ready y for 


« ſhe has changed her mind, and does not go abroad. 


Ferocia. * Indeed I both mutt and will, my Jord.— 


Do you imagine that becauſe you- are ſick I muſt 
mortify myſelf, and be mew'd up with you till 1 
am ſick. too ?-No,—no, I am not weak enough to 
comply with ſo uaceaſonable a requeſt ; therefore 
adieu til morniue, 1 ſhall ſcarce ſee you till that 
time, and hope I i ſhall then find your lordſhip venegs 

c 


John, William, run one of you to my drefling-room . 


—_— — a 


pms may 


t 
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She waited not for any reply he might have made, 
but flounced out of the room, followed by her 


| woman, ——Montelion ſoon after heard the footman 


called to attend her ladyſhip, and the chariot drive 
from the door..-How would ſome huſbands have re- 
ſented ſuch uſage, even from the moſt lovely of 
womankind ? yet Montelion bore it without any ſhew 
of impatience, from one endowed with no charms to 
excite either love or reſpeCt ;—his tameneſs, however, 
's not owing to any meanneſs of ſpirit in him, but 
rather to his good ſenſe ;—he does not care to have 
his domeſtic affairs become the talk of the town, nor 
to come to an open rupture with the woman he has 
made his wife z and having in vain effayed all the 
means that prudence and good-nature could ſuggeſt, 
to bring her to a more reaſonable way of thinking, 
he has at laſt given over the attempt ;—ſeems not to 
regard whatever the does, but endeavours to loſe the 
thoughts of his private diſquiets in the toils of pubic 


bulineſs, | 
CHAP, Il. 


Relates a firange and moſt unnatural inſlance of ble 
golry and enthuſiaſm in a parent, 


OTHING is fo deſirable as religion.—no- 
_ thing fo truly amiable as piety ;—what bleſſings. 


| Goes 1t not diffuſe to all who are within the reach of 


Its influence ?—from it all other virtues are derived, 


| and by it alone are enabled to at with vigour ;—yet 


how often have we ſeen this heavenly cualiry per- 
verted into its very oppoſi e ; and, from the ſpirit of _ 
meekneſs, benevolence, mercy, charity and univerſal 
love, become the ſpirit of pride,conten:ion,env y, hatied 
and perſecution ;—like the arch-angel, who, ſtanding 
neareſt to the throne of glory, precipitated himſelf 
Into the lowelit hell. DOE eg | 
_—_ and fuperſtition are the ſureſt engines 
wiich the ſubtle enemy- of mankind makes ule of 
ior our deſtruction z5—all other crimes carry their 
| | | UNSS 
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nature, or good ſen | 
his friends, reſpeRed by his acquaintance, and almoſt 
_ adored by his tenants and dependants ;—he had one 
fon and one daughter, and having loſt his wife 
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ſtings with them ;——conſcience reproaches us for 


doing amiſs, and we fall not again into the like with- 
- out extreme remorſe and ſhame ; but the man poſ. 


ſefled of this holy frenzy of the mind glories in hig 


perſeverance, becauſe he looks upon it as the higheſt 
Wo | WON | | | 


But this, indeed, is not an age in whicheerrors of 


this nature much abound ;—it has been much more 


the fathion of late years, for people to laugh at and 
contemn all the duties of religion, than to. be tog 
warm in the practice of any of them ;—there are, 
however, ſome few examples of the contrary extreine, 
a melancholy proof of which I am now about to 
ive, bh” 

K A gentleman, whom T ſhall diſtinguiſh by the name 
of Flaminio, had attained to the age of fifty, without 
having been known to be guilty of any one thin 
which could call in queſtion either his honour, go 

> mrer had lived careſſed by 


in bringing the latter into the world, he never ven- 
tured on a ſecond bed, but laid out all his cares on 


| ie education of theſe two darlings of his ſoul. 


Adario, for ſo I ſhall call the ſon, having finiſhed 


his ſtudies to the fatisfaRtion of all thoſe who had the 


charge of inſtructing him, in order to complete the 
fine gentleman, was ſent to make the tour of Europe, 


under the care of a diſcreet and experienced governor. 


Iſabinda, the daughter, remained at home with her 
father, and being extremely beautiful, and miſtreſs 
of every accomplilthment befitting her fex and rank, 
attrated the love and admiration of as many as had 
opportunity to be witneſs of her perfeCions. . 
Being ſuch as I have deſcribed, it may eaſily be 


| ſuppolei|, that, in a town like this, there were not 4 


ſew who declared themſelves her lovers ;—Lylimor 


_ was among the number of thoſe who had the leaſt to 


fear, and the moſt to hope for, in his addreſſes t0 


| her ;---he had an agreeable perſon,---was deſcended 


0! 
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| of a good family, and was heir to an efate adequate 
| to his birth —he had been fellow-ſtudent with Ada- 
| rio, and though, being ſome years older, he had leſt 
| the, Univerſity before him, they had always keyt up | 
| a correſpondence ;—he was introduced to the ac- 
| quaintance of the ſiſter, by the intimcey he had with 
| the brother, who failed not, before he went abroad, 
| to recommend his friend's pretenſions to her in 
| the ſtrongeſt terms. | os 


He it was, indeed, who alone had the ſecret to - 


| pleaſe her z-—her young heart preſently diſtinguiſhed 
| him from all his rivais ; but her modeſty and difcre- 


tion would not permit her to give him 2ny marks of 


the peculiar regard ſhe had for him, till authoriſed todo 


ſo by the perſon who ſhe had always been taught to 
conſider as the ſole diſpoſer of her fate. NE 
Lyſimor, who had alſo been bred in the moſt ftri 
obedience, made not his court to Tſabinda without 
having firſt communicated the paſſion he had for her 
to his father, and received his approbation ;—the 


| two old gentlemen had afterwards an interview on this 


occaſion ; and Flaminio, being perfe&ly fatisfied 
with the propoſals made by the other, readily gave his 


conſent, on condition his daughter, whoſe inclinati- 
| ons he faid he would never go about to force, ſhould 
have no objeRion to the match. . | 


The ſame evening, as they were fitting together at 
ſupper, Flaminio rela.ed to his daughter all that had - 
paſſed between him and the father of Lyſimor ; and 
added, that he look<d upon him as a very deſerving 
young fellow ; that his birth and fortune were 


 unexceptionable ; and that if ſhe had no averſion to _ 


his perſon, he ſhould be heartily glad of an alliance 
with him, | | = : 
Iſabinda bluſhed like the ſun juſt peeping from a 
cloud, on hearing her father ſpeak in this manner, 
and could ſcarce recover herſelf from the glad fſur- 
priſe, enough to tell him, that fince he was pleaſed 
with ſuch an union ſhe ſhould be all obedience to kis 
will ;-—ſhe ſaid no more, but the ſoft confuſion the 
Was 12, and the joy which ſhe could not reſtrain from 
tparkling 
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92 T HE INVISIBLE SPY. 
ſparkling in her eyes ſufficiently teſtified how much her 
inclinations correſponded with her duty.-—* Well 
* then, reſumed he, from this time forward receive Ly- 
* fimor as the perſon by. heaven and me. ordained to 
* be your huſband.” | | OE ns 

| Tleave it tq my fair readers:to concetve what dz- 
lightivl images muſt fl} the mind of Ifabinda, after 


_ this fanRtion to an affetion which hitherto ſhe had 


not dared to indulge, yet had it not in her power to 
ſubdue ;-—-for my own part, tho' I was prefent du- 


_ Ting all the converſation ſhe had with her father on 


this head, I left the houſe when ſhe retired to her 


_ Chamher, which ſhe did more early than ordinary that 


night, I gueſs, to have an opportunity of giving a 


| Iooſe to the tranſports of her mind. 


As for Lyſimor, the joy he felt on being acquain- 
ted with what his father had done for- him, was very 
much allayed by the perfe& ignorance he was in, of 
havingmade any impreſſion on the heart of his cha:m- 


long miſtreſs ;—he went to viſit her the next day, 


hoping, yet trembling for the event ; but ſoon the 
lovely maid put an end to. his ſuſpenſe, by: aſſuring 
him, that for his ſake alone ſhe could reſolve, with- 
out reluQtance, on changing her condition, 

Not oaly the lovers themfclves, but. both their 
ptrants alſo, ſeemed equally impatient for the conſum:- 
mation of theſe rup'ials ;—a ſhort Cay was appcint- 


ed for the celebration ;—the articles of fettlement 


and jointure were drawn up ;—new. habits, —new 
coackes,—new equipages, —all neceflary preparatt- 


ers were carrying on with the utmoſt expedition, 


when lo !—a ſudden unexpected ſtormy bore down at 
ance the yleafing proſpect of their hopes,—for cycr 
deſhed their expected joys, and ſpread a laſting ſcenc 
of deſolation and defpeir,—How vainly, alas! do we 
Gepend on mortal happineſs ?—the gaudy bubble fleets 
before us like the wind, —eludes our graſp, and mocks 
the idle chace,—as ſir Robert Howard juſtly expret- 
les Ir, | 

« dhott 
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et WF «« Short is th' uncertain reign and pomp of mortal 
ell c pride ; | . : | | | 

J- WW <« New turns and changes ev'ry day 

to © Are of inconſtant chance, the-conflant arts ; 

© Soon the gives, ſoon takes away, 

» © She comes, embraces, nauſeates you and parts. 

er | 

had Flaminio, from being the moſt chearful, good-na- 
< tured man that could be of his age, became all at 
du- once transformed 'into the moſt fullen, gloomy and 
9 WW diſcontented ;—from expreſling the utmoſt eagerneſs 
2s for his daughter's wedding, he now appeared wholly 


negligent of every thingrelating to it :—when the fa- 


S * WW ther of Lyſimor, and the lawyer employed to draw 


the marriage writings, went to his houſe, he ordered 


his ſervants to ſay he was from home ;——made ſe- 

Fer veral tradeſmen carry back the things he had beſpoke 

, OW fr the ſolemnity ;—and, in fine, put an entire ſtop to 
0” WW allhe had been fo ſolicitous in forwarding — = 
day, if The father of Lyſimor began to think himſelf af- 
the fronted by this proceeding ; and both the lovers were 
aring amazed and troubled beyond deſcription at it ; but 
wit tho” the young gentleman came -once or twice every 

e day to viſit his dear miſtreſs, Flaminio ſo carefully 
Aa avoided his preſence that he could get no oppartuni- 
NET ty of complaining to him, and Ifabinda was too 
DUR: much terrified, by the unuſual auſterity of his looks, 
-McNt Wt have the courage to open her lips to him on this 
—nW Wl ſcore. dr = 
mY She was one afternoon alone in the fore parlour, 
1109 WO vaiting the approach of Lyſimor, when her father, 
Dn i W who was in a back room, called her to him ;—ſhe 
IT WF immediately obeyed, and on her entrance was accoſt= 
ſeen Wl eq by him in this manner: | 
lo we Flaminio. * Well, Ifabinda, I ſuppoſe you ex- 
bars * pet Lyſimor here preſently ? | | 
ns Iabinda. * Yes, fir,—it 1s near the hour when he 


© generally viſits me5”5p. _ 
/. Short Flaminio. © His company way be ſpared at this 
Wl * time ;,—1 have ſomething to ſay to you, and would 
| | * not 
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rot be interrupted ;—T have therefore given orders 
to the ſervants to tell him, when he comes, that 
you are gone abroad.” 

Iſabinda. * He will ſcarce believe that :—becauſs 
I promiſed to take a walk with kim in the Mall af. 


ter tea ; but if you require my attendance, 1 wlll 


diſmis him the fame moment he comes.” 

Flaminio. * No, it ſhall be as I have faid ;-—if you 
marry him you will have opportunities enough to 
ſee each other ; and if you do not, it will be beſt 
for you not to have ſettled your affeftions upon 
him. 

Iabinda. © Sir, 1 ſhould never have entercaindl 
the leaſt thoughts of marrying either him or any 
other man, without having firſt received FOR "Comp: 
mands' to do ſo. 

Flaminio. * However that may be,—evenits we 
think moſt near, are often the fartheſt from being 
accomplithed ;—and for that reaſon, a young maid 
ought never to diſpoſe of her heart till it is accom- 
panied by her hand.” _ 

Jabinda, © I hope, ſir, that L.yſimor has done no- 
thing to forfeit the good-will you once had for 
him ? 

Flaminis. * No, no, I have nothing to ſay againſt 
the young gentleman ,—and ſhould ſtill +5 pa of 
him for a ſon-in-law ;—but—, 

Iſabinda. * But what ! I beſeech you, fir, keep me 
not ona rack more cruel than death. 

Flaminio. * 1 am ſorry to ſee you ſo much con- 


cerned on his account ;—-I hoped to have found you 


more indifferent ; <g ſince your inclinations are 
ſo decply engaged, with from my foul there were 
a pollibility tor your union.” 


 Jfabinda. © Ah, fir, what prevents it P 


C 


Flaminio, * A father's everlaſting happineſs or 
miſery.” | 
Theſe words, the abs with which he uttered 


them, and the horror that appeared in his counte- 
nance, frighted the poor young lady almoſt into his ; 


—ſhe ſtarted, —trembled ; and, not able to compre- 


hen 
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hend the meaning of what ſhe heard, the moſt ter- 


ers rible ideas came into her mind, and made her rather 
hat dread than with an explanation. | 
| She ſtood pale as a ghoſt, and motionleſs as a 
uſe ſtatue, while her father, greatly agitated, walked 
_ backwards and forwards in the room with irregular 
will | and diſordered ſteps :—both remained ſpeechleſs for 
© ſome time ;—at laſt,—* I cannot as yet, ſaid he, 
you if « bring myſelf to. relieve the ſuſpenſe [ſee you are in ; 
0 We but will do it ſoon ;—retire therefore, my dear Ifa- 
veſt WW binda, to your chamber, continued he with a deep 
20 + fgh, and invoke the almighty diſpenſer of bleſlings 
na give you that compoſure of mind, which can 
n © alone enable you to ſupport chearſully whateyer 
ay WW fatche is pleaſed to ordain for you.” _ 
vw She went to her chamber as commanded ; but 
—  [E whcther to pray or weep Iwill not pretend to inform. 
m_ my readers :—I remained with Flaminio while he 
ys ſtaid below, which was not long, then followed him 


[peeping through the key-hole, Ifaw he had thrown 


00 eyes lifted up to Heaven, ſeeming very earneſt in de- 
TY 'otion ;—T left him in this poſture, and returned 
ow” home much ſurpriſed at vhat I had ſeen and heard. 
l'P Impatient, however, to get ſome farther light in- 
0 anaffair which at preſent appeared ſo myſterious to 
) ME Wine, 1 went the next morning to Flaminio's houſe z— 
| entered Ifabinda's chamber with a ſervant who was 
con” carrying in a dith of chocolate ;—that unhappy lady 
os as fitting leaning her elbow on a table, and her head 
are | | . | 
pon her hand, —her eyes red with the late fallen 
were Wars, and all ſymptoms of deſpair and grief about 
Kr ;—nothing being to be learnedhere I wentin ſearch 
_— f Flaminio, whom I found in his dreſſing-room ;— 


ke was in a muſing poſture, but had a countenance 
cd uch more ſerene than the day before ;—I had not 


up to his cloſet, where he ſhut himſelf in, plucking the 
door ſo haſtily after him T had not time to enter ; but. 


himſelf proſtrate on the floor, with his hands and 


Ken many minutes with him before he rung his oy | 
es or 
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for a footman, whom he ordered to fetch Iſabinda to 
him ;—ſhe preſently came, and I was witneſs of the 


following extraordinary dialogue : 


Flaminio. * Sit down, my child ;—I was to blame 
_toleaveyou in the perplexity I did laſt night ; but it 
was occaſioned only by my too great tenderneſs ;— 


I _ would make you wiſh I had loved you 
leſs.” 
Tſabinda. © Sir, T have always looked upon your 
_ paternal affeEtion to. me as the greateſt bleſling of 
my life.” | | SHE 
Flaminia. © I believe. you have; and I had neyer 
* any cauſe to think you did not return that affection 
« with AN adequate proportion of filial love and 
« duty.” --- | 3, 
| Wabinda. * 1 flatter myſelf, fir, that no one of my 
* aQtions has ever ſhewn the contrary. | 
Flaminio. * None, indeed, my deareſt child ;—] 
© ought not therefore to have doubted of your. ready 
* compliance in a thing on which my ſouPs eternal 
« peace depends —Tell me, my Ifabinda, would 
« you not willingly forego a trifling fatisfaEtion to al- 
© ſure your father's happineſs both here and hereaf- 
ter | | 
Tſabinda. * T ſhould elſe, fir, be ſtrangely unwor- 
* thy of the goodneſs you have ſhewn to me.” 
Flaminio. * Well then, my deareſt Ifabinda, I wll 
« no longer heſitate to make thee the confidante of a 
« ſecrer which hitherto has never eſcaped my own 
* boſom;—it is a ſtory will very much ſurprife thee ; 


c 
© I could noteaſily reſolve to tell you a thing which 
r 


a 


© —but ſee thou mark me well, and be attentive to 


« eyery particular I ſhall relate. DO 
I/abinda. * You may be certain, fir, ] will be 
" Eo 
Flaminio. © Know then, that going into the countty 
© totake poſſeſſion of that eſtate which you have head 


© devolved on me by the death of my uncle, I fell into 


* the acquaintance of a young lady in the neighbour: 
© 00d, called Harriot ;—ſhe was handſome,—l had 


© a heart entirely free, and I became, as ] oy 
| thought 
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< thought, violently in love with her ; but marriage 
© being a thing of too ſerious a nature to be agreeable 
© to my inclinations at that time, the addrefles I inade 
© to her were extremely private ;—ſuch as they were, 
© however, they ſucceeded but too well ; and, on 
« my promiſing to make her my wife, I obtained all 
© the gratification my paſſion could require. : 
© Having finiſhed the buſineſs which had brought 
© me thither, I ſet out ſoon after on my return to 
© London ;—Harriot took leave of me without nuch 
© regret, being to follow in a few days with her fa- 
© ther and the whole family, the winter ſeaſon com- 
© ing 0n:—on herarrival ſhe ſent me immediate no- 
* tice, and T provided a proper place for our private 
© interviews, which were not ſeldom, my amorous 
© defires being yet unſatiated. 
* Perhaps her youth, her beanty, and, above all, 
© the extreme tenderneſs the had for me, might have 
© engaged me for a much longer time, had not the 
* charms of your dear mother rendered all thoſe of 
* the whole Gn befides contemptible in my eyes — 
* I adored her from the firit moment I beheld her:,— 
* the flame ſhe inſpired me with was widely different 
* from what I had ever felt before ; marriage was no 
* more a bugbear to me ;—on the contrary, I burned, 
© —T lJanguithed to be linked in thoſe glorious bonds 
* with a perſon of fuch diſtinguiſhed merit, and the 
* means of attaining that felicity engroſſed all my 
«* thoughts, LT | 
| © Irow wadea thouſand'excuſes to avoid meeting 
* poor Harriot, and when her repeated ſolicitations. 
* drew me ſometimes to her, my behaviour was fo 
* cool, ſo changed fram what it was, that the could 
* not but ſee into the cauſe ;—in fine, ſhe grew jea- 
* lous, inquiſitive, and ſoon diſcovered my honour- 
© able attachment. | CY EN 
* Tears, reproaches, and complaints, now furniſh- 
* ed me with a pretence to quarrel ;—I told her 'F 
* would ſee her no more, and indeed ſhe put it out 
* of my power to break my word ; for in three days 
after we had parted in this manner ſhe died, —not 
Vor. I, « without 
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« without ſome ſu fpicien of poiſon, as :1 have heari 


" ol 
.C, 


a =» 


At whiſnered ;—but whether ſhe had recourſe, in 
reality, to aziy ſuch deſperate method to.rid her 
a 'liie ſhe was grown -weary ©of, .or whethe 
grief alone did-the work of fate, I know not ; bu 
am but too certain, that however that might he 


my ingiatitude was the cruel cauſe, though the wy 


too generous ever to declare it, and not one of {|| 


| her numerous kindred or acquaintance had the leaf 


intimation of the intercourſe that had been between. 


© TheſhockT felt on the firſt intelligence of thi 


fad cataſtrophe is inconceivable, and would doubtleſs 
have made a laſting impreſſion on me, it the progrel 
I eyery day made in my courtſhip, to the obje& of 
my virtuous affe&ion,—the gaining her conſent to 
be mine,—our marriage, and the hurry of plex- 
ſures attending that ſolemnity, had not too muck 
taken-up my heart, to:leave room for any other {@- 
ſations than thoſe of:Joy and tranſport. 

.< Events once obliterated from the mind, by other, 
of greater conſequence to our happineſs, ſeldon 


or never recur to it again :>a Jong ſucceſſion of 


years paſſed over without any remembrance of the 
unfortunate Harriot ; and 1t is but very lately that 
the thoughts of her have begun to trouble my re- 
poſe. SO EERT ow C8 T7 SO 

* But heaven would not ſuffer me to be always 
dead to_ a: juſt ſenſibility of the crime 1 had been 


guilty of ;—not many nights ago, whether fleey- 
11ng or awake I cannot pretend to be poſitive, | 


ſaw,—at leaſt I thought 1 ſaw, the figure of that 
injured woman ſtand by my bed-fide ;—1 heard her 


| too, with a voice hollow, yet ſonorous as an ec- 


cho, bid me repent, and atone for my paſt tranf- 
ellion.'—* How ſhall I atone! cried I”— 


4 *Devote ts heaven the deareſt thing you have a 
« earth,” replied the phantom, and in that inſtant 


i 


- 


vanithed from my fight. | 
< Ttis not poſlible for me to expreſs, much le 
for you to conceive, the horrors I ſuſtained after 


« thisa mazing dream, or apparition, I know n0t 
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| . which to call it ; but am fince convinced it was no 
| other than my guardian ange!, who, under the 
| , form of Harriot, inftruted me how to atone for 
| . mycrime ;—and ſhould I negle& or diſobey his 
| . admonition, it would more than double my tranſ- 
| © prefliofand fink my ſoul down to the loweſt hell '— 


« Devote to heaven the deareſt thing thou haſt on 


* « earth,” the viſion ſaid, —Now what have I on earth 
| © that is truly dear to me, except your brother and 
| © yourſelf? —I have examined well my heart, and find 
| © that of the two you fit the neareſt there ;—it is you 
| « therefore, my Iabinda, that 1s ordained to be the 
| « facrifice ;—and, like faithful Abraham, I muſt fub- 
© mit tolay my darling on the altar.” | MOOS 


I/abinda. * O fir, you will not kill me / 


Faminio. © Kill thee, my child, rather would I 


| © ſuffer this fleſh of mine to be tore with burning pin- 

| © cers,—every limb diſlocated, —my breaſt laid open, 
> © and my panting heart expoſed to public view, than 
| © hurt the ſmalleſt part of thy dear precious frame ; 
| © —no,—I mean to preſent thee a living facrifice on 
| © the altar of piety ;—to conſecrate thee to the ſer- 
| © vice of heaven, and to make thee, while on earth, 


* a companion for the faints above ;—in fine, my 


| © Tabinda, you muſt be a nun.” 


Iabinda. * A nun, —oh heavens” 
'This poor young lady ſeemed no leſs terrified with 


| the word nun than the had been with that of ſacri- 


tice ;—but wy tablets being quite full with the cen- 
verfation already recited, and my memory a little 


| treacherous, as I confeſfed in the introduction to this 
work, I can preſent the reader with no farther par- 


ticulars on either fide ;—all I can fay 1s, that not all 
the obedience Ifabinda had hitherto been praQtiſed in, 
nor all her father's authority, nor the arguments he 
urged, could either reconcile her to the way of life 
he enjoined, or oblige her to ſubmit to it with any 
degree of willingneſs ; and that her tears and entrea- 
tles being equally in vain to make him recede from 
the reſolution he had taken, he diſmiſſed her from his 
| | "Eb preſence, 
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preſence, telling her, in a very angry tone, that he 
had now done with perfuaſions, and ſhould take 


meaſures to bring her to her duty more becoming hiz 
Character as a father. | MT OI 


CHAP. 1. 


The author finds means, tho) with an infinite deal of 


_ difficulty, to make a diſcovery of ſome part Y the 
»nhappy conſequences which immediately attended the 


cruel reſo:ution Flaminio had taken in regard to hi 


daughter. | | = 


| ] WENT no more to Flaminio's houſe that day, the 
A greateſt part of it being paſſed in tranſcribing the 
_ diſcourſe inſerted in the preceding -chapter, and get- 
ting the imprefiion expunged from my chriitaline re. 
membrancer :—I did not fail, however to repair thi- 
ther the next morning ;—but gained nothing by thiz 
viſt ;—Flaminto was abroad, —Ifabinda alone in her 
chamber, andthe ſervants, from whoſe glib tongue 
I might have expected ſomething would tranfpire, 
were all buſied -in their ſeveral occupations, and 
| ſeemed to think of nothing out of their own ſphere 
| T had never yet attempted toſee how Lyſimor brook- 
ed the late delays that had been given to his intended 
-nuptials, ſo now took it in my head to go ;—a fer- 
vant, who-was carrying out a wig-box, gave me an 
opportunity of ſlipping into the houſe ;—I found the 
_-ojd gentleman with a letter in his hand, which ſeemed 
-to excite'in him yery great emotions ;—but as he had 
Jjuft finiſhed the peruſal as I entered the room, and 
was putting it into his pocker, I could not poſlby 
know any thing of the contents ;-—I was not, how: 
ever, long unſatisfied ;—Lyſimor was returning from 
a morning walk he had been taking, and entered 1 
few moments after ;—he appeared in little better 
- humour than his father, and, when he had paid 
_ the uſual ſalutation,—ſpoke in this manner. | 
 Iyſimor, * Certainly, fir, ſomething very extraot- 
* dinary muſt have happened to occaſion this Cons 
| = | © change 


Sur 
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* change both in Flaminio and his daughter ;—I have- 
© been to. inquire of her health this morning, aſter 
© being diſappointed of ſeeing her laft night; and. 


' have a ſecond time been denied acceſs.” 


Father. * I could have iold you that, if I had 
© known you had been there ;—T have juſt received - 
© x letter from Flaminio,—ſee what the. old coxcomb 


© writes.” | 
With theſe words he drew the letter he had heen: 
reading from his pocket and threw it on a table, — 


Lyſimor ſnatched it up with: the greateſt eagerneſs,. 


and found the contents as tollow :. 


« A Nover-ruling fate deprives me of the honour 
@ of your alliance, and diſpoſes of my daughter 


« in a different manner from what I-once intended ;: 


© —] muſt therefore entreat your ſon wilt make no 
« future viſits at my houſe, nor take any ſteps to 


« traverſe thoſe deſigns which I am obliged to pur-- 


« ſve in relation to Ifabinda.. 


« As for yourſelf, fir, I hope you will impute 
« this alteration 110 my condutt to what it really is— 


-. 


© an unavoidable neceſiity, and not to want of re- 
* ſpect in him, who 1n all things elie wouid readily. 
* ſubſcribe hunſelf, Te 
—- 8. - 
«« Your mot humble. ard 
*« gbedient {ervant, oY 
«© FLAKKINLO 

Surpriſe and reſentment now ſeemed to firive which 
ſhould be moſt predominant in the countenance of 
Lyſimer ;—be { amped,—bit his lips,--pauſed s while, 
then ſpoke. | | 

Iy/amor, * "This mutt be madneſs, =no man in his 
' ſenfes could poſſibly a& thus.—VV hat, After Cx- 


' prefling the higheſt ſatisfaction in the intended uni- 
' 0n between our ſ{amilies,—after the warmett pro- 
' elſions of reſpect to you, fir, and of love to me, 
to affront both in ſo groſs a manner, without the 
| 35 * leaſt 
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* leaſt cauſe given on our part ;—'tis unaccotmnt- 
* able —tis monſftrons ;—but 1 cannot think Ifa- 
* binda ſhares in her father's frenſy. 

Father. * Whatever. the does it behoves you 
© not to think on her at all ;—ſooner would | 
© have my family extin@, and my name periſh to 
« eternity, than have a branch of that ſtem graft. 
« ed ona tree of mine ;—and I ſhould be forry to 
« find you mean-{pirited enough to retain a wiſh 
that way.” -- 

. What reply Lyſmor would have made I know 
not, for the old gent! {Can was called haſtily on 
of the parlour, to one wio watted for him in ano- 
ther room. —Lyſimor, witen alone, fell into a erp 
muling,—in which he ſighed and frowned alternate. 
ly, and ſeemed divided between his loye and his 
reſentment ;—but whatever his thonghts were, ke 
had not opportumiy to indulge them ;-—a ſervant 
preſented him with a letter, which. be ſaid was 
| brought by a porter, who defired it might he 
_ given to his own hands, and walted for an at- 
1wer. | 

Lyſimor no ſooner "0 the characters on < 
ſuperſcription. than the Jate paleneſs in his checks 
was converted into the moſt lively red ;—he broke 
the ſeal with trembling Impatience, and found it 
contained theſe lines : 


« Dzar vIR, 

Y father, in an unaccountable Caprice, 
hs tears me from your arms, and is relo- 
4 Jate to make a nun, or rather a martyr of 
« me. — Prayers and tears are ineffeQtual tio 
* move him from his purpofe,—I have tried both 
« jn vain, and it is by flight alone I can avoid a fate 
.« more dre:4ful to me than all I can ſuffer by aban- 
« doning his protection ;—if you have compatſon,--1 
«© muſt not now fay love, --- afſiſt me in my eſcape: 
« .—] have made no intimacies, — have NO Con 
os ficants on whom I dare rely in this diſtrafting 

6& ex1genct, 


th 
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melancholy epiitle, and when he had finiſhed, 
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exigence, and there remain not four and twenty 
impothibility of 


hours between me and the 
averting the doom that threatens me :— I am at 
prefent a cloſe priſoner in my chamber, and 
to-morrow, early- in the morning, am to take 
coach for Dover, thence to embark, for Dunkirk, 
under the care of a perſon whoſe vigilance ] can- 
not hope to elude, and who 1s not to quit my 
fight one moment t1!} I am, beyond redemption, 
lodged within the walls of a' convent —A girl 


lately taken into the houſe, pitying my diſt:eſs, 
has proimiſed to get this conveyed to you, and | 
alſo to greaſe the hinges of the tftreet door, that I 
may go out with leſs noiſe when the family are: 


all in bed, which I belteve wil} be pretty early, 
a3 My father 18 too much out 07 AUMONr to ſee 


any COmpany ;j—l YOU wil! tzke upon YOu the. 


- 


trouble to vant for me at theend 'of our itreet, 
next the fguare, between tne hours of twelve. 
and one, and conduct me to fome place where 


I may be ſecreted till the ſearch, which doubt- 
leſs will be made after me, is over, I ſhall en- 


' deavour to earn a ſubſiſtence by ſuch ways as I 
am capable of, and fortune thall preſent :—if you 
ever truly loved me, you will not think this 


requeſt too preſuming, but rather be ſorry for 
the ſad accident that compels me to make it. 
—-[ beg a line, in anſwer to this, may inform 


' me what I have to depend upon from your 


good-nature, and what hope remains, 
ER _« For the forlorn, hs 
* And moſt wretched 


« TsapInDa. 


The lover appeared extremely touched with this 


threw his - arms acroſs his breaſt, and cried out, 


F''$ 


Lyſimor, 
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 Iyſimer. © Poor Ifabinda, — what dzmon hz® 
* taken poſſeſſion of her father's brain !—but 
i« ſhould be even yet more cruel to refuſe the 
« afſiſtance ſhe implores. —No,—love, honour, and ge- 
« neroſity forbid it ;— whatever ſhall be the conſequence 
« Imuſt—Iwill defend her from the fate ſhe dreads.” 
He then called his footman, and bid him order 
the perſon who brought this letter to wait for an 


anſwer at ſome diſtance from the houſe, left his 


father ſhould happen to ſee him, and be inquiſitive 


from whom, and on what bnfineſs he came. 


Having given theſe inſtruQtions, he ran haſtily 
ep into his chamber, where I followed, and faw 


him fit down to his bureau and write in theſe terms : 


To IsanprnDa. 


_ « My for ever dear IsaB1NDaA, 

a". WW HATEVER are my ſufferings in this 
unexpected turn of our affairs, I cannot be 

« wholiy unhappy white T know you have had no 


" part in the infliting them, — Why do you vn- 


cindly make that a requeſt, which you ought to 
* be convinced you might command from my affec- 
*« tton? —I have devoted myſelf entirely to your 


_« ſervice; and no change of circumſtances can cyer 


* make me withdraw a heart attratted by ſo much 
« beauty, and confirmed in 1ts choice by ſo much 


<< merit. — Yes, my charming Iſabinda, I am 


unaſterably yours ; and you may depend upon 
my love and honour for every thing you either do, 
« or ſhall hereafter ſtand in need of : —I ſhall em- 
ploy this Gay in procuring a proper place for 
« your reception ; and ſhall anticipate the hours 


«© you mention to watch for your enlargement, 


« which I pray heaven to facilitate, and bring 
* you fate to the arms of, a NO 
| « My deareſt Ifabinda, 
__« Your ever faithful and 
«« Voit conſtant adorer, 
© LyYSIMOR. 


He 


ca 
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He had but juſt diſpatched this when his father 


came into the room, and with a voice and air vaſtly 
different from what he had a few niinutes before 
afſumed, ſpoke to him in theſe terms : 


< 


-. 


- 


_ . oo» 


Father. * I believe, ſon, I have interrupted your 
drefling ;—but no matter, —I bring you news to 
conſole you for the loſs of your late miſtreſs ; 
—my old friend, Mr. Countwell, the banker, has 
been with me ;—his fair charge, Emilia, comes to 
town next week, and he has offered for a ſmall 
premium, to make up a match between you ;— 


he afſures me the is a moſt lovely young creature, 


—!s entirely independent of any one, and has 


twenty thouſand pounds in her pocket, which is 


more than double the fortune you ſhould have had 
with the daughter of that foo! Flaminio. 
Lifimoy, © I am greatly indebted to your good- 


'neſs, fir, and to the conſideration Mr. Countwell 
has of me ; but, fir, you know | have long loved 
Tfabinda, and you muſt give my heart fome time 
to wean itſelf from its former attachment. 


Father. * Pſhaw,—one woman, like one nail, 
will driye out the thoughts of another;—your heart 


muſt be ſtrangely ftupifed, 1f it does not dance 


to the muſic of twenty thouſand pounds :;—remem- 
ber,- ſon, the eſtate you are to enjoy at my deceaſe 
does not' amount to quite ſixteen hundred pounds 
per annum ; and tiat I have been obliged to 
mortgage ſome part of it, to diſcharge the debts 
your extravagant elder brother contracted before 
be died ;—Emilia's fortung will retrieve all.— 
Well, the breaking off \orfhacch with Iſabinda is 
the moſt lucky thing that could have happened. 
Lyfimor. * But, fir, we cannot* be ſure that the 
young lady will approve my ſuit.” 

Father. * Ms. Countwell will manage that, he 
Is a ſhrewd man,—he knows what he does, and 
will undertake nothing without performing It ;—— 


Jou have only to fay a few fine things to Emilia, 


which you know well enough how to do, when 


once you get Ifabinda out of your head.” 
Fs I f:mor, 
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ns THE INVISIBLE SPY. | 
Iyſemor. *© Sir 1 ſhall uſe my beſt endeavours to 
* obey you in every thing.” 


h 
Father. © "That is well faid | want no obedi. MW x 
ence but what is for your own intereſt, and. will ſt 
a 
g 


« 

| * leave you to refleft how many charms there ar 

* in twenty thouſand pounds, and then you wil 

« fall in love with the fortune, whether ever you 
© do ſo with the lady or not' _ I 
| This converſation being ended, I recolleted that WW 2 
1 -I had ſome affairs of my own to diſpatch, and W Þ 
| began to think of retiring ; but was prevented by WW 0! 
_ Lyfimor, who walking in a continued and very WW #1 
haſty motion about the room, obliged me to keey lo 
cloſe in the corner where I had placed myſel, th 
and not venture to ſtir left he ſhould ruſh againſt | 
me :—at firſt I was a little vexed at this coniine- tu 
ment ; but afterwards rejotced heartily at it, as W 
1t gave me an opportunity of making a diſcovery ed 
which otherwiſe, perhaps, I ſhoulc have found i £0 
much more diſficult to attain. _ ſe] 
_ Lyſimor, after ruminating for a conſi denable time, m1 
Tang the bell for his footman, who, on his entrance, Va 


received for his firſt command to ſhut the door; 
—that done, he made no ſcruple to inform the i be 


fellow, who I ſoon found was in all his ſecrets, of ho 
| the concern he was in for [fabinda ; -- the promute he! 
| he had given of taking her under his protetion; a 


and the vexation he was in to find a propet ſhe 
| lodging for her, ſo that his father might not fu 
_ pett he had any hand in her eſcape, nor |: own ? 
| be able to diſcover where ſhe was concealed. wh 
| To this the man, after a pretty long pauſe, 1e- "N 
= plied—that he had a fifter who was a widow, and Ml * Þ 
| lived in a very remote and obſcure part of the 
| town ;—ti:it her houſe was clean, tho' ſmall ;- ſaic 
| | that her tawily conſiſted only of herſelf, an fant —t 
6 fucking t vi breaſt, and a country girl who id doy 
the bulin(s of na ſervant ; and added, that if tle Ml Y 
lady coul! content herſelf with ſo mean an abode, 
he was certain ſhe might remain ther concealed ©! nab) 
long as {he thould think fit, 


Lyſims! 
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Lyſimor ſeemed overjoyed at this propoſal, and bid 


him go dire&tly to his ſiſter, appriſe her 
affair as far as it was neceſlary, and give 
ſtrict charge to prepare every thing In as 


her a 
decent 


2 manner as ſhe could, for the reception of her fair 


gueſt. 


I lid ſoftly round the room till I got to the door 
and followed him ; but not to the place where 
he was going ; for having already found, by the 
diſcourſe he had with his maſter, the name and 


ſituation of the ſtreet, I had no buſineſs to take ſo. 


long a walk, till ſomething more material than 
the bare ſight of it excited my curidaſity. | 
Lyſimor himſelf, however, was not more punc- 
tual to the time appointed by Ifabinda than TI 
was to know the iſſue of this adventure ;—it want- 
ed ſome minutes of twelve when I arrived at the 
corner of the ſquare, and had but juſt poſted my- 
ſelf under a lamp, when I ſaw Lyfimor come 
muffled up in his cloak, and attended by his ſcr- 
vane; : ----- 1-33 | 

We had not waited above a quarter of an hour 
before we ſaw Ifabinda ſteal out of her father's 
houſe, with a bundle under her arm almoſt as big as 
herſelf ;—Lyſimor, perceiving how ſhe was loaded, 
made his man haften to eaſe her of it ; after which 
the rather flew than ran into the arms of her de- 
liverer, for ſo ſhe called him, —adding, —Olr can 


| * you pardon the trouble I have given you ”—T'o 


which he replied, — Call not that a trouble 
* which I ſhall always look upon as the greateit 
' happineſs of my life.” : 

1 could hear diftintly little more of what they 
faid to each other, the footman being between us : 
—they walked very faſt through the ſquare, and 
down a ſtreet which turned from it, where a hack- 
ney-coach waited to receive them, and, as ſoon 


as they were entered drove away with all imagi- 
table ſpeed ; I had neither the will nor the power 
| Ro = 
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of the 


The fellow went to execute his commiſſion, and 
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108 THE INVISIBLE SPY. | 
to purſue them, fo returned home to reflet at 
leiſure on the paſſages I had been witneſs of, _ 


CHAP. 1V. 


Contains ſome farther and more intereſting particulars 
of this adventure, and fhews that peop'e, by flying 

from one thing which they think would be a mij- 
fortune, often run into others of a nature much 


more to be dreaded. 


| "'W UCH as T had condemned Flataialo for his 


bigotted ſuperſtition, I could not wholly 


_ abſolve Ifabinda for the ſtep ſhe had taken ;—1 


wondered not that ſhe was fearful of being forced 


ito a ſtate of life which few ladies of her years 


would chooſe ; but I wondered that ſhe was not 


_ alſo fearful of putting herſelf into rhe power of a 


man who loved her, and whom ſhe paſſionately 


 Joved;—the muſt certainly either not have conſ- 
_dered the dangers to which ſhe- might be expoſed, 


or have depended too much on the ſtrength of 


her own virtue. | 


Beſides, ſhe could not be ſo ignorant as not to 
know, that no woman can be made a nun, any more 
than ſhe can be made a wite, againſt her will; 
and a leſs ſhare of | courage than ſhe ſhewed in 
this midnight elopement would have enabled her, 


on her entrance within the walls of the convent, 


to declare ſhe had neither -cal} nor inclination to' 
Teceive the veil, on which neither the abbeſs nor 
the biſhop cf the dioceſe could have conſented to 
her admiſſion into holy orders, 


It is true, that her father might have confined 


her there a penſioner as Jong as he thought fit; 


| but as this would not have anſwered his end 1n de- 

voting her to the ſervice of the church, by way 

_ of propitiation for his offences, there is no doubt 
to be made but that he would ſhortly have rect 

| Ta | er 
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her home ;—— and, perhaps too, been convinced 
of his folly, in attempting a thing fo abſurd in it- 
{elf, as well as cruel to his daughter. | 

L am ſenſible that many of my fair young readers 
will be apt to quarrel with me for wy animadver- 
fons on Ifabirda's condutt in this point, and cry 
out, —if they were in her place they would do the 
ame ;z 1t is very likely, indeed, that they would 
do ſo, and full as likely that they would meet 
with fomething to make them heartily repent of 
their inadvertency. | | 

There are others again, who will fay, that 
they can have no compaſſion for whatever misfor- 
tunes may befa] a girt who thus raihly throvs her- 
felf under the proteQion of a man not akin to her ; 


| but 1 believe the romber of thoſe who are fo 


hard-hearted will be very few, except ſome profeſſed 
pruces, who exclaim violently againft the leaſt 
miſconduCt in public, yet make no ſcrvuple of giv- 
ing themſelves the greateſt looſe in private. 
However, as people never weie, nor ever will 
be all of the ſame way of thinking, it would 
doubtleſs have been the inofſt prudent in me, not to 


incur the ijll-will of any, to have conceal:d my 


ſentiments on this matter, and left every one to 


judge as they pleaſed: —— TI have been tomething_ 


too open, I conteſs, and tho' my difirclication to 


wafte paper will not permit me to blot out what 


1 have already ſaid, I promiſe to be hereafter 


more circumſpec, and corfine wyſelf to the bare 


recital of ſuch fats as ſhall come within my cog- 
nifance, without pretending to intrude my own 


_ Opinion on the motives which occaſioned them. 


To return, therefore, to the melancholy detail T. 
imfinow upon ;—— having little to do with my 
t me the next morning, I went to the houſe where 
] knew Ifabinda was placed for ſhelter from her 
father's power ;—1 gained an eaſy acceſs, the door 
being open, as is generally the cuſtom in mean 
ouſes :——on my guing up ftairs 1 found the un- 


happy beauty fitting In a very penfſive poſture, . 


leaning 
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leaning her head againit the corner of a cuphboarg, 
which I ſuppoſe ſerved her for a larder, for I ſaw a 
ſmall flice of butter and the remains of a halfpenny 
roll lying on-a coarſe earthen plate ; frequent ſighs 
iſſued from her breaſt, and ſome tears fe}l from her 
lovely eyes :—ftrange, indeed, would it have been if 
a young lady, bred up in all the delicacies of life; 
could have worn a chearſul countenance in ſuch a 
_ change of- ſituation ;—tho' as the fellow had told his- 
_ maſter, the room and all the furniture it contained 
was extremely clean, and ſhewed the houſewitry of the 
owner, yet nothing could have more the face of po- 
Lk) OT EHTD | 2 « "Fe 
She ſeemed buried, as it were, in a profound con-. 
| templation, when the ſound of ſomebody coming up* 
the ſtairs made her raiſe her head a little, probably 
euefling from whom it proceeded, —Lyſimor prefently 
appeared, and, on fight of him, a dawn of joy over- 
ſpread her face ;—he ran to her,—embraced her, and. 
faid the moſt tender things, intermixed with ſome ex- 
 prefſions of concern, that the neceſſity of her being. 
concealed left hin not the power of providing a 
place for her more ſuitable to her merit and his af- 
 feftion ;—ſhe could not now reſtrain her tears from 
flowing, which occaſioned the following diſcoutſe : * 
 JTfabinda. * Ah, Lyſimor, I beg you will not talk 
* to me in this manner ; but rather uſe all your rhe- 
« toric to alift my weak endeavours to ſui my hu- 
© mour to my condition :-—-to be eaſy, I muſt forget 
« what I have been, and wiſh to be no more than 
«. what TI am.” Eo SHS ET Bo Ss 
1- fi.ror. * You never can be other than the moſt 
« cnarniing and molt worthy of your ſex? 
Iſabinda. * Alas, TI have no longer any pretence to | 
« corpliments like theſe ;---I have now, as the poet 


fays, 


No name, no family to call my own). 
But aw an out-caſt, and a yagabond, 


THE INVISIBLE SEX; -- - v1 
«© As ſuchT muſt hereafter live ;—and thatT may 
© foſe all remembrance of my former ſtate, I have 
«* brought away my jewels and beſt apparel, for no 
« other end than to diſpoſe of them, and purchaſe 
others more contormable to my future CIrcum- 
: 5 ances.” -. -- 

Lyſimor. * Torture not thus a heart to which you 
are dearer than the vital blood that gives It motion. 
—Can you believe I would ſuffer you to part with 
any of thoſe appendages to your birth and rank ?— 
no—I would rather add to them.—Do you not 
know that my whole fortune 1s at your deyorion ?” 

{ſabinda. * | muſt not, fir, accept ut. 

Lyſimor, * Why not accept? too ſcrupulous Ta 
© binda ! —but if you are above receiving the tribute 
© of alover, command whateyer you may have oc- 


: 4 
xg POIES97 "kT HIER <TF 
#2 HEEL p \ CEOTY AF. ; 


Dy 
Pu 25,” O11. LY F 
dow hd" | > - 
np 2 wo Wye ry AIR wha 
: EC. =. ow I, VE» 


i 
= 
4 


- 
Ob B's. A 


mm 
Yu 


CE 
TOO CP 


NTES 
af -— +» 


w- tk IF. + 
_— ” "T: o > 
ry "- anPÞ). - - 
F. Et ACT 
Ln gn Tn OD» wm, me: 
I_—_ og F. * > 
nd 


"0 
w—__ 
OO NAIR 9s 
” o ALE 
- 


I Iran 


RTE, Ds dr Route Li 
re hs at data Ca ares pol HIER HA” 

dw MP wo =O —— 

Ca EX ; 42 fv it 


54 te OE > oe”. 


Tel vw 


«<< S  #.9- 


wh Ac 2% "- 
ww ne gettge ror renee 

A © RIEL Thom Ch 
: a REITs 


Yr rio 
eo ae © 


—_ aenas% arte act 
X ——— 
3 
rants y” | "Cor 
— Berea Ee 
Mow Boar sf TW tht PIES 
Yikes _ 
ears TS» woo nt 
Fe "+: $ 3s - EW 
4 yy "a 
— =; 7: Don 4 CDS </ a> + 
. . pang ” 


- 6 34 
-—*, 


. pres. ee 
OE I es, i a Lag 


 caſion for on the ſcore of a brother ;—my dear 
Adario, I know will readily —_ the obliga- 
* tion.” 
Yſabinda. © Tam ſure he will ; and, on that cond;- 
* tion, if Providence preſents no other way for my 
+ ſupport, will not refuſe your generous offer.” 
Ly/imor. * "Think then no more of ſubmitting to 
© any thing unworthy of your charaQter ;—I flatter 
myſelf our misfortunes are not of long continu- 
* ance ;---that your father will repent him of his 
cracirefaluion. and mine forget the affront offer- 
ed to his family, and we may yet be happy.” _ 
Habinda. * [ dare not entertain a hope to dſttant.* | 
Lyfemor. © You know not how prophetic my paſli- 
on may prove ;---in the mean time I ſhould be glad, 
methinks, to be made acquainted with the motive 
that has cauſed this ſudden revolution in our 
fate.” 
Tjabinda. * Tho' I am loth to expoſe the ſecrets, 
I might fay the follies, of a RATS bo I can 
refuſe you nothing.” of 
Perceiving now that ſhe was preparing herſelf to 
make a detail of thoſe particulars I had heard before, 
and in a preceding chapter haye communicated to 
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12 THE INVISIBLE: SPY. 
the reader, I would not ſtay to hear a ſecond repetiti- 


©-n, but came away and left the lovers together for 


that time. | | Es 
From thence I went to the houſe of Flamimo, 
where I found, as ] expetted. every thing in diſtrac- 
tion ;---mefſergers running backwards and forwards ; -- 
forme returning from their fruitleſs ſearch of Ifabinga. 
---others going to places where they had not before 


been ſent ; - and the old gentleman himſelf ſo over-. 


come with rage and grief, that he was ſcarce capable 
of giving the n<ceffary orders for what he moit de- 
fired. | Ta 


Some other adventures which I liall hereafter 


publiſh, then falling in my way, I had no leiſure to 


Make a ſecond viſit to Ifabinda for the ſpace of three 
weeks ;---but how ihall T expreſs my concern ſor that 


unfortunate young lady, when on my going thither I 
found her ia the miariner ] did ; and that all the ap- 
prehenſions | had been in on her account had but too 
ſolid a founGation ??__ 

When wild defire preſides over the heart of man, 


what is his boaſted honour ?:-- what his virttie ?--- 


what his regard for the happineſs and reputation of 
the woman he pretencs to love ?---all ſhadowy. no- 


| thing, vain ideas, which, like the Sybil's words wrote 
on the Jeaves ct trees, are blown off and ſcattered. 
thro” the air with every guit of pallion ;---but to pro- 


ceed. 

No obſfiruQtion being in my way, I paſſed direQly 
up to Ifabinda's chamber ; but. finding the door faſt 
locked, began to imagine the was either removed or 
ventured out to take the air, and was going down 
again, when I was prevented by the murmuriag found 
of perſons talking within ;---I then put my ear cloſe 
to the key-hole, and eafily knew the voices to be 
thoſe of Lyſimor and Ifabinda ; on. which I reſolved 


to wait till the door ſhouid be opened, and in about 


three or four minutes after, the woman of the houſe 
came up with two dithes of chocolate and ſome bif- 
cuits on a plate :---ſThe had the key in her pocket, and 
immediately £ave Entrance to ine as well as herſelf, 
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It was now more than paſt mid day, yet Ifabinda 
had not left her bed, —Eyſimor was fitting on the fide 
of it as lately riſen, having both his feet on a chair, 
without either ſhoes or flippers :—T was a little ſur- 
priſed at ſeeing him in this poſture, till the chocolate 
being ſerved, he ſaid to the woman, | 
lyſemor. * Has Jeffery prepared my boots, as I di- 
« rected laſt night 2. 
Woman. * Yes, an pleaſe your honour, —he has fo 
© beſplaſhed them, and made the horſe's heels fo dir- 
' ty, that one would ſwear they had come a journey 
© of twenty miles atleaſt this morning. . 
Lyfimer, * That's right ;—tt would have been r1- 
* diculous, after telling my father that I was going. 
 * en a hunting match with ſome gentlemen, to have 
* come home as clean as out of a lady's bed-chamber,. 
« and perhaps made the old gentleman ſuſpe&t ſome 
« part of the truta :---but go aud bid Jeffery bring. 
* uÞ the boots.” 7 LS 
Ly{imor ſpoke this with a. very gay air ; but Ifa- 
binda hung down her head, and on the fellow's com- 
ing in hid her face behind the curtain, nor uttered a 
ſyllable while he was in the room, which was no longer 
than to equip his maſter for departure. 
Lyſtmor was no fooner ready, and his ſervant 
withdrawn, than he approached the bed, and beganto 
take his leave of Ifabinda with a very tender em- 
brace, accompanied with ſome ſoft words ;---ſhe_ 
made no other reply for a conſiderable time than re- 
turning his carefſes ; but at laſt broke out into theſe 
expreſſions : TEES 
ljabinda. * Ah, Liſimor, ſhould you forget your 
vows,---defpiſe the conquett you have gained, and _ 
' leave me to lament my eaſy faith,, how miſerable, 
* how abandoned beyond the power of words to ex- 
* preſs, would be the condition of your Ifabinda 
[yfimer. © Unkind and cauſeleſs apprehenſion ! 
My deareſt love, It not the thoughts of ſuch im- 
' polſibilities diſturb your gentle breaft ;---cou!d I be 
* ungrateful, after being made happy im this ge 
| o5 © 
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114 THE. INVISIBLE SPY. 
* of your affeEtion, I muſt be loſt to all ſenſe of 
* honour, --unworthy the name of Man, . and even to: 
_* breathe vita] air. 
 Habinda, * Well then,- -I muſt ---I will beers 
you, ---nor repent what | have done ;---but tell nie, 
' when will you come again ?? 
Lyfimer. * To- -morrow, if I can; --if not, you 
may cepend on ſeeing me next day. ;---be aſſured 
that every hour will ſeem an age to me till I renew 
my Joys: ---farewel, thou loiteſt, loveliet of thy 
EX," 
He went, but, as ] then fancied, with more the 
air of trimmph than of real. tenderneſs. or reſpe&t in 
H1s deportinent ;---Iſabinda then called for the woman 
of the houſe to aſlift her in riſing, and I left the: 
place with a heart full ' of forcbodings for her futurs 
fate; inceed I truly i mag the oa maid, and 


wiſhed ſhe never might bave. occaſion to ery-out with 
Moninma | n the tragedy : 


$ 


NO 0M 


"Me ni often has be ſworn: | 
* Nature ſhould change, the ſun and ſtars. grow 
* dark, SS 
Eve he would falſify his vows to me ? | 
s: Make hafte, confuſion then—— ſun loſe thy 
* light, 
« And ſtars drop down with ſorrow to | the earth, | 
« For he is falſe; | 
© Falſe as the winds, the watcr,..0T the weather ; 
* Cruel as "Tigers o'er their trembling prey : 
* I feel him in my breaft,---he tears my heart, 


* Andat each figh he: drinks the guſhing blood. 


My curioſity having received this painful fatisfac-- 
tion, I imagined not that any farther diſcoveries. at 
leaſt that would be material enough to compenſate 
for the trouble I ſhould take, could be made in re- 
lation to theſe loyers, and therefore thought of re- 
turning no more, either to'the apartment of Jſabinda, 
or to the: houſe. of Lyſimor, | 
| I ſhould 
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T ſhould, indeed, have endeavoured to loſe all me-. 
mory of this unhappy tranſaction, if the talk of the 
town had not continually reminded me of it ; --- 
every one was full of IHabinda's flight :—few, if any 
beſides myſelf, were acquainted with the motives of 
it; and none knew to what. place the was retired ;— 
and the perfe&t ignorance people were in on both 
theſe ſcores occaſioned various conjectures, and ren- 
dereq the wonder much more laſting than otherwiſe 
it would have been. | | 
But this was not all ;—Flaminio, pierced through 
with grief and indignation, on not being able to fired. 
his daughter ; and perhaps too with fome mixture of 
remorſe for the cauſe he had given her to leave him, 
fell into a violent fever, of which he died, aiter lan- 
guithing ſome days. EN | 
By his laft teftament he bequeatFed to tis daughter, 
if ever the ſhould be found, the ſam of tiiree thou- 
fand pounds, in orver, as he cauſed it to be expreſſed 
in writing, to keep her above the contempt of the 
world : and likewiſe, by the ſmallneſs of the portion, 
to keep her in perpetual remembrance of the falfe 
ſtep ſhe had taken. | Dane 
Soon after this I received certain intelligence, that 
Lyſimor was making his public addreſſes to a fine 
young lady with a yery large fortane ;—I doubted 
not but this was that fame Envlia whom 1 had heard 
his father ſo ſtrongly recommend, and was fired with 
the utmoſt impatience to fee how poor Habinda would 
| behave on both theſe events; accordingly I went _ 
once more to the houſe where ſhe had been con-_ 
cealed ; but, to my great diſappoimtment, found the 
was gone from thence ; nor could all my ſearch, 
joined with the affiſtance of my Inviſible Belt, enable 
me, for ſome time, to diſcover to what part of the 
town or country ſhe was removed, | 
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CHAP. V. 


Completes the cataſtrophe of this truly tragical ad. 


Venture. 


A DARI O had proceeded on his travels no far- 
| ther than Paris, when the account of his fa- 
ther's death obliged him to return to England with 


all poſſible expedition :—ſoon after his coming 1 


wade an unſeen viſit at his houſe, where I found him, 
Not like moſt young heirs, exulting in being the en- 
tire maſter of himſelf and fortune, and contriving in 


what kind of luxuries he ſhould diſpoſe of both, but 
full of the-moſt ſincere and unaffeQted ſorrow. 

He was, indeed, one of thoſe few ſons who look 
on the poſſeſſion of an eſtate as no equivalent for the 


| loſs of a good parent, ſuch as Flaminio ever had 


been to both his children, till that fatal capice 
which drove his daughter-from. his proteCQtion,—had 

brought on her undoing, —his own death,—and was 
the —_ of other calamities of a yet more dreadful 
nature, as will preſently appear. 


'The ſtory. of Ifabinda's elopement, and the un- 


certainty what fate had ſince attended her was a 
matter of great affliction to this young gentleman ;— 


he loved his fifter with a very tender affe&ion, and 


_ had hoped to: have ſeen her by this time married t9 


Lyſimor ; but as his eſteem for that friend was no 


way leſſened by the match being broke off ; and 


| belides, expecting to be better informed by him of. 


_ the particulars of that affair, than he could be by 
any. other perſon, he was impatient to ſee him, and 
_ I 'found had ſent him that: morning notice of his ar- 


'Tival ; for a letter, in anſwer to his meſſage, was | 


delivered to him while I was there, the contents 
whereof: were theſe: 


To AnrarRlo. 


«STR, 
af | Congratulate your ſafe return to England, and 
o ſhould gladly have paid my complinents t0 


«« you in perſon, if that hogcur had not been prohi- 
| « hibited 


p 5 3 fey 6 W 4 P'Y oY =, Y i a__ a a 


| 
py PY a 8 


THE INVISIBLE. SPY. 117 
« hited by an authority which 1 muft not preſume 
« to contend with ;—my father, refenting the affront 
« given by yours, wich you cannot but have been 
« informed of, has forbid me under the 'penalty of 
« his eternal diſpleaſure, to converſe with any of 
« your family ; he'was at home when your ſervant 
« came, and heard the meſſ>ge you ſent, delivered 


*« to me, on which he repeated his former injunCtion, 


« and exacted a ſolemn oath of my obedience to it ; 


« —you will therefore pardon my not waiting on. 


«« you, and believe that the diſcontinuance of our 


« acquaintance will always 'be extremely regretted 


«© by him who's, | | 
OE IT « With all due reſpeR, 
| « 9, 2s 
« Your moſt humble and 
* Moſt obedient ſervant, 
"0 SL werMon.” 


* Alas,” cried Adario, throwing the letter from 


kim as ſoon as he had read it, © how cold, how diſ- 


* tant is the air of this letter, -how different from 
* thoſe I have been accuſtomed to receive from Ly- 
« fimor !—T find that by one unlucky accident I have 
* at once loſt a father, a ſiſter, and a friend.” 


| This epiftle ſeemed to increaſe his melancholy, 


_ and he fat in a deep Teſvery till the entrance of ſome 
perſons rouſed him from it, and T quitted the houſe, 
perceiving they were only tenants, and came on 
buſineſs relating to the eſtate, into which I had no 


curioſity to inquire. 


TI thought that I had now entirely done with this. 
family ; for as Iſabinda was not to be found, I ex- 


pected nothing of conſequence could be learned 
either at the houſe of Lyſimor or Adario, fo intended 
to make no more viſits to thoſe gentlemen ;—chance, 
however, about five months afterwards, changed my 
reſolution, and threw ſomething in my way which 

no diligence of my own could ever have attained. 
As 1 was going one morning on my Inviſible Pro- 
greflion I happened to paſs by the houſe of Adario, 
| : —he 
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—he was at the door, and about to ſtep into a hack- 


_ney-coach which waited for him, when a fellow 
_ who had the appearance of a groom, came runnin 
towards him, almoſt breathleſs with the haſte he 
had made, and cried out,—* Oh, fir, ] have joyful 


* news for you :—1I beg your honour will turn back 
© and hear it.'”—Theſe words revived all my former 
curioſity, and, finding Adario complied with his ſer- 


vant's requeſt, I followed them into the parlour, and 


was witneſs of the enfuing diicourſe : | 
Groem, * -Oh, fir, 1 have ſeen my young lady. 


 Adario, * What young lady ?—Not my filter !” 


Groom. © Yes, mdeed fir ;—as ] was going to 
fetch the horſe your honour fent me for, I faw 
madam Itabinda looking through the window of a 
houſe, at the corner of a little lane juſt by If- 
lington.” a5 _ 
Adario, * Are you fure it was ſhe ? 

Groom. © As ſure as I am alive, fir,—though, poor 
* lady, the is much altered, —very thin and pale. 
 Aaarie. © ] fancy you are mittaken ;—1t my ſiſter 
© were ſo near London, ſhe would certainly either 
© have ſent or come to claim the legacy left her by 
« my father, which 1 ſuppoſe the has need enough 
< of by this time ;—I am reſolved to be convinced 
* notwithſtanding. —Do you think ſhe lodges there” 


Groom. © Yes, fir, for ſhe was all undrefſed, and 


© looked as if ſhe was juſt out of bed.” 
 Adario. * And can you know the houſe again ” 
Groom. © O, yes, tir ;—I took particular notice of 


© it ;—there is a pretty big area before it, with a 
© hatch painted brown, and an high tree on each 


6 fide” | 


Adario, * Well then, —I will only ſend an excuſe 


to the gentleman I was to meet this morning, and 
go Cirect]y thither ;—you ſhall get up in the coach- 
box and order the fellow where to drive ;—but let 
him ſtop ſhort of the houſe, that my fiſter, if it be 


\ * ſhe, may not be appriſed of my coming before ſhe 


 ſces me.” | 
While 


DF 


CY - £0 © EX. | 


popped into an empty coach that had juſt ſet down a 


| © But tell her, cried he, that mine is Adario ;—that 


- 
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While Adario was calling one of his footmen to 
ſend on the.meiſage he had mentioned, I ran to the 
end of the ftrcet, went into a narrow dark paflage, 
and pluck'd off my Belt ;—then, having recovered 
the appearance of what I am, a real fubſtance, I 


fare, bid the driver to follow wherever that went, 
which he ſaw ſtanding at Adario's door. 

Both the-coaches drove with ſuch ſpeed that we 
ſoon reached the end of our little journey ; —T 
quitted my vehicle the very moment T ſaw the other 
preparing to ſtop ; but though I made all imaginable 
haſte to put on my Belt, I could ſcarce have regained 
my Invitibiliy time enough to have entered with 
Adario, if he had not met with an obſtruction in his 
paſſage from the woman of the houſe, who at firſt. 
denied ſhe had any lady lodged with her ;—then faid, 
ſhe had none of the name he inquired for ;—on _ 
which he replied with ſome heat,—that the lady 


might have reaſons for concealing her real name ;—- 


©] am her-brother, and muſt needs ſee her.'—On 
this ſhe ſeemed ſomewhat -more compliable, and ſaid 
ſhe would go and acquaint the lady ;—accordingly 
the went up ſtairs:;; but Adario was too impatient to 
wait her return, and followed her dire&tly ;—I was 
but one ftep behind him, and we were both in the 
oh ena could deliver any part of her mef(- 
age. 
binds was adjuſting ſomething about her dreſs 
before a looking-glaſs ; but happening to turn her 
head juſt as Adario was within the door, ſhrieked 
out, — Oh heavens, my brother Y—and with theſe 
words fell back in her chair. | | 
he woman went to fetch ſome water, —Adario 
ran to ſupport the fainting fair; but happening to 
caſt his eyes upon the table, faw a letter lying there, 
the ſuperſcription of which was in Ifabinda's hand, 
and addreſſed to Lyſimor ;—emotions more ſtrong 
than pity at this time made him quit his ſifter ts 
| EXamine 
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examine the contents of this ſurpriſing billet, which 
_ were theſe : ics. 


To Lys1Mor. 


= «<< My dear, dear Lys1Mor, FEY . 
8 « J\ OR fuch you are, and ever muſt be to my 
| WE] fond doating heart ; though I have too much c 
1 &« cauſe to fear the tender epithet is now no longer c 


 « pleaſing to you.—Ah, Lyſimor, how fad is the IM} « 
«© reverſe of my condition !—from ſeeing you twice 


<« or thrice every week, I now ſee you not oncea MF < 
| « month ;—and even then how cold is your beha- 
a _ « yjiour ?—how ſhort your viſits ?—how cruel is this {MW « 
[ « to one who neither can, nor wiſhes to enjoy any 
| « converſation but yours ?—Por pity*s ſake, if not 
« for love, render my life more eaſy, at leaſt for te IM « 
 « mrefent, whatever you do hereafter ;—the infant e 
| cc Fs within me {ympathiſes in its mother's an- 
1 <«c guiſh, and continually vpbraids you with conyullive c 
| +06 rod, even 1t Four vows of everlaſting con- « 
| _ «. ſtancy ſhould be forgot, let ſome conſideration of 


 « the unborn innocent, the pledge of our once mu- « 
« tyal loves, oblige you to treat with leſs indifference if 
« its unhappy mother, POT | 
_ EE ns « 'The ruined IsaB1nDa Ml © 
.« P.S. I can no longer bear your abſence, elf « 
 « would not have troubled you with this complaint.” E-] 


What a letter was this to fall into a brothers 
hands !—never did I] ſee a man in ſuch diftrattion.— MW tir 
« Villain, —villain Lyfimor ! ——wretched Ifabinda, MW if 
< cried he out ;—then turning towards her ;—bnt he 
© there needed not this proof in thy own hand, added W Tf; 
« he, thy ſhame is but too viſible. | | gr 
| *  Ifabinda, who by the aſfliſtance of the woman was 
now recovered from her {woon, but not enough to Ml « ; 
hear what her brother ſaid, threw herſelf at his feet, M « | 
and with ſtreaming eyes addreſſed him in theſe terms: WM « ; 

c 
\ 


ITfabinda. © Oh, fir, can you forgive my concealing 


F U if & ou ? 
| : OT OF Aduvil, 
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Adario, * Would to God that there were equal 
« reaſon to forgive the cauſeY 

Ifabinda, at this inflant turning up her eyes, be- 
keld the letter in his hand, and-cried out with the 
ceateſt yehemence, 

Wabinda. © T am now undone, indeed,—irrecove- 


— 


<= IP | uma 4 
« 


© it ſhou{d have moſt been hid.” 

* WH H/dariy. «© Riſe, ſiſter, and ceaſe theſe unavailing 
exclamations ; —your ſhame will receive no addition 
by my knowledge of it ;—rather, perhaps, be re- 
WH © medied —Bur tell, —and tell me truly,—has Lyſi- 


7 © mor ever promiſed marriage to you ?” 
t Tſabinda. * A thouſand and a thouſand tines, 


[1 as 
- LY 


—I= 
«4 


ſolemn imprecations.” 
- Adario. * Then he is doubly a. villain ;—and, if 


e WF © you believe him, you are doubly deceived bs 


- W © courts another woman.” 


f [abinda. * Indeed, of late, I have ſufpeCted this, 
I- * and often accuſed him of 1t ;—and he as often has 


<> 
- 


forſworn it.” 
Adario. * Mere words of courſe : —but {Oy Han 
you no teſtimony under his own hand of the pro- 


If 
- 
Lag 


* obligation ?” 

Wabinda. 5 None,—none, alas ! p 
£ On this Adario bit his lips, —walked two or three 
— I times about the room,—then pauſed, and ſeemed as 


1a, if debating within himſelf in what manner he ſhould 


ut WF behave ; at laſt fat down, and taking the ftill weeping 


prief. 
Adario « Come, Ifabinga, dry your tears ;—love 
* and credulity have ſeduced your innocence ;---great 
* has been your fault ;---but yet I cannot forget you 
© are my ſiſter, and that you have no friend but me 
* on whom you can depend for conſolation :---what 
* 1s paſt cannot be recalled, but it may be redrefſed - : 


* 


rably loſt to all hope of pardon or of pity !—my_ 
« ſhame expoſed to him from whom of all the world 


and bound himſelf to the performance by the moſt | 


ſe | © mife he made you, either by letter or by formal 


Iabirda by the hand, engexvoured to aſſuage her 


Vor. I. ( om” * —be 
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< —be aſſured you ſhall one way or other has Ml © 
* juſtice. , TE Tk | 
Jfabindn. * Ah, fir, T beſeech you -proceed ng! 
© to extremities ;—if by my crime you Fowa be in- M8 © 
* yolved in any danger or ,perplexities, it would fin: {ﬀ © 
« me quite.” | ty 01 - 
Adario. * I hope there will be.no occaſion ;—Ly. i © 
 fimor was once a .man of honour, and .may ye il © 
return to his firſt principles:—on this you may rely, i © 
---that 1 ſhall do nothing raſhly, nor inconfiſten MW © 
with your intereſt and reputation” _ | 
After this they fell into ſome diſcourſe concerning W © 
the ſtrange reſolution Flaminio had taken of ſending Ml © 
her to a monaſtery, the -particulars of which the 
| reader heing already acquainted with, 'I ſhall pai 
FoOAC2# GT OG EO 
When Adario rook His leave, he did it with: | 
great deal of affeQion ; but I was much divided in fi *0 
my thoughts, whether 1 ſhould ftay with Ifabinds, WM © 
or follow Adario home ;—the latter ſeemed moi MW Þe 
_ Rattering to my curiofity, as by many tokens I per WM th: 
ceived he had ſomething in his head, which he wa MW ©0 
impatient to put in exeeution.  _ | In 
I was .not deceived in my conjeEtures,---Adario W 
' was no ſooner in his own houſe than he flew to bu W 
| burean, and without taking any time for deliberation 
wrote this epiſtle ; oo To. 


La 
- 
2” A ad ett a oa, — 


"Rr ot BY : 


P To Lys1M0x. ” 

«1% - en oe Yn " 

* FAONSCIOUS guilt, without thoſe com- Ml © 
Sq .mands you ſeem ſo zealous in obſerving, WM * 


«might well make you avoid the preſence of MW © 
« a perſon you have ſo greatly injured :— 
« when I recommended you to my fiſter, it was in 

© order to become her proteQor,—not her undoer; 
« —how cruelly you have abuſed this confidence, 
« let your own heart remind you 3—but 1 have fowe 
« hope, how much ſoever appearances at preſent 


. 


i © .are to the contrary, you ſtill intend to. do juſtice 4 
$5 : "ES . . 6 

| 4 to your promiſes to Ifabinda, and the claim ” 
-* « has 


ent A A FE a ee as. - 
4 _ Hat eoonemmgy” ne * _ 7 1 
, 
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* has to your affeQion :—T need not tell you that 
« you can repair the misfortune you have brought. 


« upon her no otherwiſe than by an honourable mar- 
« riage ;—1 am ready to fulfi] the agreement made 
« between our fathers on that ſcore, and give my 
« ſiſter the fum of eight thouſand pounds, as was 


| © then ſtipulated ;—if you comply with this propoſal 


I ſhall be glad to ſee you at her lodgings, there to 


« ſettle every thing ;—if not, "ſhall expe&t you will 


« meet me in another place, and give me that fatiſ- 
« faQtion which every gentleman has a right to de- 
« mand when he finds himſelf ill uſed :—I attend 
« your determination, and am : : 
RO | | ; « Yours, &Cc. 


« Aparto.” 


He ſent this by one of his ſervants, with a charge 


to give it into Lyſimor's own hands, and wait his 
anſwer ;—after which being told dinner was ready, 


he went down and placed himſelf at the table, 


though I believe with very little appetite ;—for his 


countenance had upon it all the marks of the greateſt 
inward difturbance, which was not at all lefſened 


when his man returned with this from Lyſumor ; 


TT #Y To Apario. 
«SIR, | 


«4 CINCE I find you are fo well acquainted 


a with a ſecret, which, for the lady's ſake, I 
«* could wiſh had been inviolably kept, I think my- 


« felf obliged to deal ſincerely with you on the oc- 


* caſion ;——you may'be affured I can behave to no 
« woman, much'lefs your fifter, otherwiſe than be- 
* comes a man of honour ;—but marriage is a. thing 
* quite out of the queſtion, as I am certain my 
* father never would-conſent to.it :—if any promiſes 
* on that account ever eſcaped my lips, 1 remember 
* nothing of them, and could make them with no 
* Other view than to give-her. modeſty an excute for 
* yielding :—-I am ſorry, however, for what hag 
* happened, but you cannot be inſenſible of the 
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« frailties of fleſh and blood, and muſt know, x 
« well as I, that when two young people, who like 
« each other, are much alone together, ſuch acci- 
** dents will naturaily occur.—The reſentment you 


« threaten, on my non-compliance with your prq- 


« poſal, appears therefore to me a little unreaſons- 

** ble ;—I- ſhall, notwihftanding, be ready to give 

« you the fatisfaftion you deſire, at any time. 

« place you ſhall appoint. | i 
[EE ES 2 |  « Yours, &c. 

3: LYSIMOK 


All the Blood now ſeemed to have forſook the 
beart of Adario to. ruſh into his face ; his lips 
trembled,—his very eyeballs ftarted with exceſs uf 
paſſion ;—he heſitated not a moment on what he 
ſhould do, but in this tempeſt of his mind wrote as 
foliows: | ERIE | | 

i OT 0s To LysIMos. 

« FF WANT words to return the inſolence and 
* Þ| ingratitude of your reply; but have a ford 
« at your ſervice, which I expe&t you will try the 
« metal of to-morrow morning about ſeven, 1a the 
&« field behind Montague-houſe :—as the diſpute be- 
« tween us will admit of no witnefies, pray come 
s alone, to: EE | 

« ApDaklo. 


"Though I knew my own dinner waited for me, | 
could not prevail on myſelf to go home, til] Acaiio 


| had diſpatched the biller to Lyſunor, and the ſervani 


who carried it was come back from that gentlcnan 
with a ſmall flip of paper tied up, containing oniy. 
theſe words: | 
| | To Apario. 
«:$:1 K, | 


«6 OU, may depend that I ſhall not fail to 


£6 meet you as delired, "a 
| & T,ySIMOR:. 


J: - cl 


«WE having related the pains | had already taken, [ believe 


© Bt nobocy will ſuppoſe I negleQed going the next morn- 
- WF ing to the field, to fee the ifue of this combat :—T_ 
v i found Acario was the firſt; but thongh he waited 


WE only a few minutes for Lyſimor, his 1impattence made 
- him not torbear ſaluting him in this manner : 
© Adario. © 1 began to think, Lyſimor, that the 
7 WF © ſhame of having done a baſe action would not ſuf- 
' fer you to defend it. 
Lyſmor. * Sir, whatever I dare do, l always dare 
; def >nd.”. -. | 
Adario. * Then; ir, this is no time for words. 
'e Lyſimor., * I am ready for you, fir.” 


a lt that inſtant, and expired with only a ſingle groan ; 


his ſucceſsful antagoniſt approached the vooy! and 


fading life was totally extinguiſhed, gave a figh or 
aro to the memory of a man he once had called his 


4 WF friend, then wade the beft of his way home, in order 


a Ml to vrovide for his own ſecuri'y, which the likeliboed 
1* WW there was of the challenge he had ſent to the de- 
ie i ceaſed being found, rendered highly neceſſary. 

A The meafures he took, indeed, were very prudent ; 


ic WW —he ent immediately to hire a polt-chaiſe, which 


was to wait for him in a ſtreet he wentioned. at ſome 
. WW ditance from that in which he lived ; carried no 
baggage with him, but ordered a fret to follow 
4 im with it to Calais ;—-ſtaid no longer at his own 


10 WF houſe than to write two ſhort letters ;—the one to 1 


ut oy gentleman who had been one of tne executors of TE 


an WF ither's will, which being only on family-affairs need 


17 Wl it be here inſerted ;—the other was to tis ſiſter, 
and contained theſe lines': 


To IsaBINDA. 
© MISTER, 
AILING to repair your wrongs by the way 
| hoped, I have revenged thein by the Gcath 
* of our ſeducer, for which I am 2 obliged this mo- 
(3:3: © ment 


THE INVISIBLE SPY. re 
] now quitted the houſe of Adaijo ; but after 


- m— - w 
EE LEE ame 


Ds Here ceaſed all farther ſpeech between them, and 
ot WF on the part of Lyſimor tor ever ;—on the ſecond. 
i WW puſh Adario ran him quite through the body ;—he- 
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** ment to leave my native country, perhaps for 
*© ever ;—T have done what the honour of our fami- 
ly expeQted from me ;—it belongs to you to regy- 
*« late your future conduQ ſo as to atone, in ſome 
** meaſure, for the errors of the pait :—to enable 
*« you to'do this, you ought to keep in eternal 
« remembrance, that the follies of your fatal paſſion 
*© has not only brought the object of it to an un- 
*« timely grave, but alſo drove from all the ſocial 
« Joys of lite, into an irkſome baniſhment in a foreign 
** land, him who might haye been happy, if he had 
«« not been 


CH. : 


« Your brother, 
© ADARI0,” 


Thinking, perhaps, he had been ſomewhat too 
ſeyere in the above, he added this poſtſcript by way 
2000000755 Eo ET 
+ P.S. I ſhall conſtantly write to Mr, D—y, 
« —he-will be able to inform you how to dire& for 
« me;—you may be aſſured I ſhall receive with 
« pleaſure any letters that bring me an account of 
__ « your weltare, and, in ſpite of all that has hap- 
« pened, to do you every lervice in my power.” 


After having ſent this, by the groom who had fſl 
diſcovercd the place of her abode, and given ſome 
neceſſary infiruttions to his other ſervants, he hur- 
ried away to meet the poſt chaiſe, and I ſaw him no 
more. EW 

As I had truly pitied Ifabinda, I could not for- 
bear going to fce in what manner the ſupported this 
laft dreadiul accident ;-—on wy entrance Jhe was 1n 
bed, and ſurrounded by women and phyſicians ;=-l 
| gathered from their diſcourſe, that the ſurpriſe and 

grief ſhe had bcen in had cauſcd an abortion, accom- 
panicd with fits of a very dangerous nature :-—o0n Wy 
next viſit, however, I found her youth and the 
ſtrength of her conſtitution had got the better of het 
difeate ; but though the pains of her body were 1t- 
moved, thoſe of her mind Kill remained ; —1the was 
| extremely 


G: 
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extremely melancholy, —had a thorough contempt 
far the world, and the thoughts of a monaſtery were 
now ſo far from being ſhocking to her, that ſhe re- 

WH Glved to fiy to one, as the only afylum fiom cenſure” 

and from care. OO | 

| Accoraingly, as I was afterwards informed, ſhe' 

went, on the re-eftahlithment of ker health, to Paris, 

WH and entered herielf into the ſociety of the BenediQtine 

| nuns, where I doubt not but the often fees her bro- 
ther through the grate, as he {ti}! continues to reſide 
in that city. CE FC gi OS, 

| have now-f:nithed all the account I am able to 
give of this melancholy tranfaQtion, in which the 

' juſtice of Providence ſeems to me to be diſtinguiſhed 
in fomewhat of a peculiar manner ; and may ſerve | 
35 a warning to our gay amorous ſparks, not to be- 
come the ſeducers of uiwary innocence ;—efpeci- 
ally if they will be at the trouble of refleQing, how 

L the perfidy and ingratitude of Flaminio, to the be-. 


lieving Harriot, was afterwards retorted on his own. 
fi ng | | | 
h darling daughter, fo : 

ff LE. 

- C-H:A-P- VI 

| Gives the account of an occurrence, no leſs remarkable* 
Fa than -it is entertaining; and fhews that there is 

_ ſcarce any difficulty jo groat but that it may be got 

- over, by the help of a ready wit and invention, if 


properly exerted, 


O make ſome attonement for my laſt melan- 
 _ Choly recital, to thofe of my readers who. 
may not care to have their heads filled with ſubjects 
of too ſerious a nature, I thail now preſent them 
with one more likely to put in moijen the riftble 
muſcles of the face, than to extort the falling cf 
uawilling tears. ts as | 
A gentleman, whom I ſhall call Conrade, had 
lived to the age of ſeventy without ever teftifyin 
the leaſt inclination to marriage ;——he had been a 
man of pleaſure in his youth, and probably the too 
ons © 7 "3 great 


teen ;— but whether 1t were that 
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| great ſucceſs he then found among the fair had de- 
erred him from entering into an honourable engage- 


ment with any of the ſex ;— but there is no account 
for change of ſentiment in this point,— an acci- 
dent ſometimes puts that into our heads which he- 
fore we never thought of, or perhaps had an averſion 


to,— as it fell out in the caſe of the perſon I am ſpeak- 
Ing of EE 


_ A long friendſhip had ſubſilted hetween him and 
Murcio, a gentleman, who though not ſo far acyan- 
ced in years, had made a better uſe of his time,— had 
been married, and was the father of three fine daugh- 
ters,— two of whom had always lived with him; 
but the youngeſt, after the death of his wife, was 
taken from him, end brought up under the care of 


an aunt in the country. 


_ The eldeſt of theſe ladies being now about to be 
difpoſed of in marriage, Conrade received, and ac- 
cepted an invitation to the wedding ;— Melanthe, 
ſiſter to the bride, was a fine qr rg girl of nine- 

e appeared 1n 
reality more lovely than uſual, at this time, or that 
the mirth and pleaſantries common at ſuch folemnt- 
ties rekindled the long ſmorhersd embers of amorous 
defire in the breaſt of Conrade, ſo it was, that he, 


who had been in the company of this beautiful maid 


without ever taking notice of her charms, now, all at 


once, became extremely ſmitten with them, — inſ0- 
- inuch that from this moment he reſolved on acquaint- 


ing her father with his new paſſion, and aſking his 


| conſent to make his addrefſes to her z which he did 


not at all deſpair of obtaining on the terms he intend- 
ed to propole. en 
 Murcio had a pretty country-houſe at - a village 


about ten or twelve miles up the river, where he 


conſtantly went every Saturday, and ftaid till Mon- 
day or "Tueſday, and ſometimes longer ;— It was 
while he was in this retirement that Conrade choſe 
to communicate to him the buſineſs he had in his 
head ;— accordingly he went thither, and found him 
entirely alone ;— Melanthe having becen prevetes 

: | | | : 
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from going, as the was accuſtomed to do, by a vio-. 


lent fit of the tooth-ach ;— this our old lover look- 
ed upon as a good oinen, being deirous to enpige 
the father in favour of his paſſion, beiore be wave 


_ any declaration of it to the daughter. 


He began with ſaying, that he now repented 
having lived ſo long a bachelor ;— that having a v<- 
ry jarge eftate, he ſhould be glad of an heir of 1s 
own body to enjoy if ;— that 1t he could prevail on 


a young lady whom he liked to marry him, he would 


endeavour to atone for the want of youth by all the 


indulgences in the power of a fond huſband ;— and 


having thus prepared the way, told him, that if he 
thought proper - to beftow his daughter Melanthe cn 
him, he would defire no other fortune than her per- 


ſon ; yet would ſettle a dowry upon her ſuperior to. 
what might be expeRed if the brought him ten thou- 
ſand pounds. | | 


It is not to be imagined with what greeGineſs 


Murcio ſwallowed this propoſal — he Cid not even. 


affect to hefitate, or make the leaſt demur on ac- 
cepting it ; on the contrary, he replied, that nothing 


could afford him a greater fatisfa&ion than ſuch an_ 


alliance, and that he doubted not but Melanthe 
would receive the honour he intended her, as a wo- 
man who knew her own intereſt au happineſs. 

Both parties being equally traniported, every 
thing was immectately agreed upon between them ; 
but Murcio not being able to afſure himſelf that his 


daughter would fo readily comply, as he had made 


the lover hope ſhe would, and fearing that if ſhe 
thould give the old gentleman a rebuif on his firſt 
onſet, it might diſcourage him from making a ſecond, 
and perhaps overturn the whole affair, refolved not 
to hazard the loſs of ſo advantageous a match, by 
leaving it to her own choice, ſent a ſpecial mefſen- 
ger to her with a letter, the contents wkereof are 


theſe : 
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To MrErLaAnTHE. 


« Dear CniLD, | NE =, 
" M Y worthy friend Conrade has taken a great 
[YL liking to you, and will make you his wife 
« on ſuch terms as ſhould bur little prove the pa- 
« ternal affeEtion I have for you to reje@ ;— be not 
" hn teſs thankful to heaven tor ſo unhoped a bleſ- 
ing than I am; nor, on any fooliſh pretences, 
«« either flight, or ſeem to fight, the good preſented 
« to you — It you conſider the vaft advantages of 
* this match, a diſparity of years can be no objeQti- 
« on:— I fay thus much hecauſe T would convince 
« your reaſon, not enforce your aCtion ; for [ 
*« thould be ſorry to find myſelf obliged to make uſe 
«*« of the authority I have over you, 1n a thing which 
« you ought, and I hope will receive with the fame 
« fatisfa&tion I propoſe it :— know, however, that 
* 1 have already agreed on every thing for your mar- 
_ « rlage,— that your future huſband 1s now here, 
« and we ſhall both be in town either to-morrow or 
« the enſuing day :— 1 ſend this on purpoſe to pre- 
* pare you to behave towards him in a proper man- 
« ner, and as it is the abſolute command of him 
* who is | Fo DO. 

« Your affeQtionate father, 
| | ** Muxcio.” 


TI flood behind Melanthe's chair while the was 
reading this epiſtle, and never did I ſee a poor young 
creature in ſuch terrible agications ;— ſcarce had ſhe 
come to the end of the firſt period before the cried 
out, — His wife !— his wife !— what terms can the 
« old letcher propoſe to compenſate for the odious 
* title of wile to ſuch a wretch '*— then poing « Iit- 
tle farther, * Juſtly, indeed, faid ſhe, does my father 
© ſuſpe&t my obedience in this point ;— death itſelf 
© would not be ſo dreadful to me as compliance.”— 
The more ſhe proceeded, the higher her diltraCtion 
grew.—* What, fixed my doom at once! raved ihe 
| | $ out; 
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© out; at once reſolve to cut me off from all the 
*Jo#s of life, and condemn me to everlaftin F; miſery ! 

— Is this a parent's loye! !— oh *tis moſt cruel, — 
« moſt unnatural ! 

I know not to what extravagancies ſhe might have 
been hurried, by the ſudden ruth of grief and deſpair, 
if tears now had not afforded their Telief ;— but tho? 

they a little ſoftened the aſperity of her paſſ ion, they 
had not the power to ſubdue it ; 


agonies of her countenance diſcovered how much ſhe 
inwardly regretted it. 

While ſhe was in this Giſtreſsful and pity-moving 
ſituation, the gay, the lively Florimel came 1n ;— 


this young lady was the moſt beloved and intimate 


companion that Melanthe had ;— the ſaw ber al- 


moſt every day, and always entered without ceremo- 


ny ;— the ſeemed a little ſurpriſed at firſt ſight to 
tiad her thus, but immediately recoyer)! bg bockelh 
P 


approached her with her accuſtomed {prightli- 
neſs. | 
Florimel, * Heyday, Melanthe,— what in the 


© name of wonder makes you in this pickle ?— is 
* your favourite ſquirrel dead ? or has. any ACCl- 
* dent happened to your laſt new peit-en-Vair ?: or 


* what other misfortune of equal HER has be= 
* fallen you? | 


 Melanthe. « O F lorimel !— what would I not 


© give to be1 in thy condition?” 
Florimel. * My condition ! — why what do yOu 


© tind to envy in my condition ? 


Melanthe. * To bave no father to control your 
aQtions by an unreaſonable exertion of his autho- 
rity. 

Florimel, * Why truly, as you fay, theſe old dac's 
are troubleſome enough ſometimes ;— yet, for all 
that, I. ſhould be x R's glad mine were alive 
apain.— But pray what has yours done to make 
you wiſh yourſelf an orphan ” 

oo * Read thar, and ſee if I have not 
caule,” 


her tongue, indeed, | 
ceaſed from exclaiming againſt her fate; but the. 


In - 
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— In ſpeaking theſe words ſhe pointed to her father's 


letter which lay open on the table ;— Florimel took 
it up as defired ;— on examining the contents, ſhe 


_ could not help looking a little grave ; but having f- 
nithed, reſumed the diſcourſe with her former viva- 


Cliy. | ok 
Florimel. © As ſure as I am alive both theſe old 


_ © gentlemen are crack-brain'd,— the one in think- 


* ingof you for a wife, and the other in conſenting to 


* give you ſuch a huſband” 


Melanthe. © One would, indeed, imagine they 
* were not in tÞFeir ſenſes” _ rn 4 xs 
Florimel. * For my part, I am fo aftoniſhed that 1 
* can ſcaice believe 1 am awake.—But what will you 
Melanthe. * Nothing.” | hs 
 Florimel. * Nothing can come of nothing, as king 
© Lear fays in the play.— TI am leſs ſurpriſed, howe- 
« yer, at your ſtupidity 1n ſo perplexing a dilemma, 
* than] am at the folly of thoſe who have involved 
* you in it.— Bleſs me, what can either your Joyer 


© or father propoſe to themſelves by ſuch a diſpro- 


« portionable alliance, but horns on the one fide, and 

« difgrace to his family on the other. : 
Melanthe. * No, Florimel, it ſhall never come to 

* that ;— I will rather work, or ftarve, or heg' 
Florimel. * Look'ye, my dear, neither working 


* nor ſtarving, nor begging, as I take it, will agree 


_ * with your conſtitution-;-— ſomething elfe mult be. 


* thought on. | | 

Melanthe. © What elſe ?? | | 

Florimel. * Do you think, that when your father 
* comes to know what an implacable averfion you 
* have to this match, he will not be prevailed upon 
* to recall the promiſe he has made to Conrade *” 

Me/anthe © Impoſſible ;— I know his temper too 
« well to flatter myſelf with ſuch a hope :— you 
« might as well think to blow St. Paul's cathecra 
«* from its foundation with 'a {ingle breath, as move 
* him to recete from any thing he has once retvlv- 
60d.” | 


| Florimel, 


3 pu_—_ ind 
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Florimel. * Well then, — ſuppoſe ſome way cculd 


© be contrived to make Conrave hin ſelf fly oft ” 


Melanthe. * That would be a happy turn indeed ; 
© — but, dear c:eature, how can 1t be brought 


© about ?? 


Florime!, © | have a projeR i In my head that pro- 
* miles fair for it, 1t you will agree. to Join in the CXE- 
© cution.” 

Melanthe. * You may be ſure ] ſhall” 

Florime!. © Tt is_this:— you muſt admit a ſpruce 

« young gallant to lie with you all night ;— Con- 
« rade niuſt be informed of the amonr, in ſuc: 2 
: o_—_ as to make him convinced of the truth of 
© it ; and the deuce | is in him if afterwards he Inf” ſts on 
, mereyls you.” 

Melanthe. * Fye, Florimel ;— how can ' you be 
© ſo cruel to rally the misfortunes of your friend ?? 

Florimel. * No, I proteſt I am as ſerious as a 

* Judge upon a criminal cauſe ; and would fain have 

* you make the experiment I mention. 

Melanthe. * What, —would' {t thou have me turn 

« proſtitute to avoid marriage ! | 

Flerimel. * No fuch matter ;— I will engage that 
* the gallant I mean fhall he as harmleſs by your fide 
« as an infant.” 

| Melanthe. © Prithee do not torture me with ſuch 
* riddles.” 

Florimel. : T thall preſently explain them ; —— 
* the gallant I am ſpeaking ci, and who 1s to be your 
* bedfellow, is no other than my own individual 


* felf:— I ſhall put on a ſuit of my brother's cloaths, 


* and do not doubt but that when I am drefſed, and 
F * equipped 1 in all my accoutrements, I jhal] be a fi- 


* gure handſome enough to make an old man jea- 


© lous.? 
Melanthe. * Sure never was ſo wild a ſcheme ; 
© but yet I cannot conceive how it is to be conduct- 
* ed, or which way it can anſwer the end you pro- 
* pole by it.” . 


Flirimel, 
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« affe@ to be ſo ;— but] will ſhew you what I ſhall 


* 49 +, 


Florime). * Lord,— you are ftrangely dull, - or 


© wilte to Conrade, and that may help to enlighten 


your underſtanding.” 


This witty lady waited not to hear what reply her 


friend would make, but ran to a deſk and inunedi- 
ately wrote the following lines | 


cc 
«c 
«c 
«c 
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«6 
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To Hvocu Cox AADE, Eig; 


* 21 My Fa | 
VER fince I heard of your intended mar- 
Triage with Meljanthe I have been divided in 
my thoughts, whether the treachery of betraying 
a ſecret entruſted to me, or by concealing it ex- 
poſe a gentleman of your charaRter to the worſt of 
miſchiefs, would be the moſt difhonourable aRi- 
on :— the Jatter conſideration has at laſt prevailed; 
and I think it my duty to inform you, that the 
tady you are about to make your wite has neither 
heart nor honour to beſtow upon you,— both are 
already diſpoſed of to a perſon ſhe thinks more 
agreeable to her years :— not content with the 


\ many private aſlignations ſhe has wwh htm abroad, 
ZE 


ſhe frequently makes pretences, when her father 
gocs into the counjry, to be left at home, where 
her chamber-maid, who 1s in the ſecret, admits 
this happy lover at midnight, -and lets him out 
early in the morning, before the oilxer ſervants of 
the houſe are {irring,— Murcio being gone to 


##*%*, I am well aſſured it will be 1m your power 


to convince yourſelf of tie certainty of this intel» 
ligence, by ſending any one on whom you can de- 
pend to watch about the door, either for the en- 
trance or exit of the favourite gallant :— aCt as you 
pleaſe, however,— I have Siſharned the dictates 
of conſcience in giving you this timely warning, 


6c OIr, WILD s | 
_« You, moſt humble, tho? 

« Nameleſs ſervant.” 

"This 


[3 
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This ſhe gave Melanthe to read, and, as ſoon as 

ſhe had done, was going to aſk her how ſhe approy- 

ed of the contrivance, when the other prevented her 
by crying out, | | Ee a = 

Melanthe. * Oh the wicked lying letter ! —— 


«© Dear Florimel, if this ſhould be ſent, and Conrade 


« ſhould ſhew it to my father, I believe he would 
© kill me.” © | 2 OTE | I. 
 Florimel. © *Tis poſſible he may not ſhew it ;— 


© but if he does, you have only to prepare yourſelf 


« for a little ſcolding and ſwearing ;— the worſt he 
© can do is to turn you out of doors ;— and then, — 
© to uſe your own words, it can be but working, 


\ © ſtarving, or begging.” 


Melanthe. * Oh, but my reputation. Florimel ! 
 Florimel. * A fiddle of your reputation ;— would 
© you hazard nothing to avoid being tacked, till 
© death do you part, to fuch a lump of decayed mor- 
© tality as Conrade ?— beſides, when the aifair is all 
© over, and you are once got free from this curſed 
* engagement, it will be eaſy, by unravelling the 
« plot, to clear your reputation and reconcile you to 
* your father into the bargain. | __ 

Melanthe. * Oh, Florimel, if I was fure of that P 

Florimel. * Truſt to fortune ;— I will lay my life, 
* that if you behave according to my directions, eve- 
* ry thing will go right? IL 

Melanthe. * Wel then,— tell me what I am to 
[ do.” RES h Rp 
Florimel. * In the firſt place, when your father 


© comes home you muſt ſeem to be as well pleaſed. 


© with the match as he would have you be, and pre- 


© tend that you are mightily in love with Conrade's 


* eſtate, whatever you are with the man ;— then, as 
* for the old wrerch himſelf, you have nothing to do 
© but to ſimper and look filly when he makes his ad- 
* drefſes, and tell him that you are all obedience to 
* your father's will? | | 


: M:lanthe, 
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Melanthe. * This is a hard taſk. and I am a very 
111 diflembler ;— I will try, however, what I can 
do :— but, Flortmel,— there is one thing that nej- 
ther you norl as yet haye thought upon ;— ſuppoſe 
Conrade ſhould take it into his head to watch the 
coor himſelf, and draw upon you in his peflion ? 
Florimel. * What if he does, — I ſhall have a ſword 
cha wel as be”. i - nl” 

Melanthe, * But do not underſtand fo well how t9 
« uſett”? | - 
 Florimel. © ] don't know that ;— but if I can't 
* fight as well, I am ſure I can run much better ;— 
* ſo pray do not be under any concern on my ac- 
« count,” | | : | 

Theſe fair friends parted not till the night was 
pretty far advanced; all which time was taken up 
with ſettling ſome farther particulars in relation to 
their defign.— Molly, the waiting-maid, was called 
in, and, after a vow of ſecrecy, enirufted with the 
whole affair ;— ſhe ſeemed a good ſmart girl, highly 
proper for the buſineſs the was to be employed in, 
and read!]y promiſcd her aſſiſtance. | SE. 
As 1 was very near as impatient as themſclves for 
the ſucceſs of this whimſical enterpriſe, I went every 
_ Gay to Murcio's houſe, and found that Melanthe aQ- 
ed the part the had been taught by Florimel to as to 
vive the utmoſt fatisfaftion both to her father and 
lover ;— who now talked of nothing but to have the 
wedding folemntzed as ſoon as the neceſſary prepara- 
tions for it conld be made. | ITY 

Saturday being arrived, I made it my buſineſs to 
inquire whether Murcio was gone, as uſual, to his 
country ſeat, and finding he was ſo, and that Me- 
lTanthe ſtaid at home, concluded that this was the 
day on which the firſt wheel] of the machine was to 
| be put in motion, therefore hurried away to the 
houſe of Conrade, where I Juckily came time 
_ enough to ſee him receive the letter from Florime!. 


_ The 


a / 


= of #0 of 


If 


greatly agitated while he was reading this epiſ- 
tle :—at firſt his eye-lids extended themſelves, - and 
his brows were elated with ſurpriſe,—then were 
contracted into a frown of anger ;—ſometimes a 
ſneer of contempt and unbelief Jengthened the 
furrows round his withered lips; but the atti- 
tude of longeſt duration, was a penfive hanging 
down of his head, accowpanied with counting. 
the hairs upon his little finger, out of which at 
laſt he ſtarted, and cried to himſelf, —* Many 
* reaſons may be urged both for and againſt my 
* giving credit to this ſtory ;—but whether built 
* upon truth or malice, | have no need to be 
' at the pains of conſidering, —the author has 
«1 will take his counfel' _ | | 

As I could not he certain that he would con- 
tinue in this refolution, and much leſs fo, that if 
he did what the 'event of It would be, I went 
by break of day the next morning and poſted 
myſelf over-againſt Murcio's houfe ;——in a few 


minutes after Conrade came, wrapped in a cloak, 


but ſtood more aloof, . yet near enough to ſee 


every thing that paſſed ; —— we had not wared 


abovea quarter of an hour, before the door we 


watched was ſoftly opened, and a well-drefled 


beau ruſhed out ;—Conrade advanced as faſt, as 
his gout would let kim, in oider, I ſuppoſe, to 
lee the face of this invader of his hoped-for 
happineſs ; but thE pretended gallant was too nim- 
ic for his purſuit ;— —but dropped a piece of pa- 
per, as tf -by accident flirted out with his hand- 
kerchief ;—Conrade immediately ſnatched it up, 
and found it was a billet ;—the ſuperſcriptba 
ſeemed to haye been tore off, but the contents 
were thek ; 2D he es | 
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The wrinkles of this old gentleman's face were 


ones out the means of being convinced, and 
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og M Y father is gone into the country, and 
Y & 1 have made an excuſe tb be Jeft behind ; 
&« —come at the uſual hour, and Molly will 


* admit you to the arms of _ 


T eafily. perceived that this! was a ſecond plot of 


the young ladies to corroborate the fift ; and it 


had all the effet they could with, and was: alſo: 


_ productive of ſomething. eife, which neither of 
them at that time imagined ; as will appear in 
the fucceeding chapter. b os Þ 


CHAP, VI. 


k a continuance of this merry hiſtory, which preſent: 


ſomething as litt 'e expedted by the reader as it was 
by the [rh ptr ngnes init ; and, if the author's 
bepes do not greatly deceive him, will alſo- afford an 
_ equal ſhare of fatisfa#ion as ſurpriſe. De 


'T' i not to be doubred but” thar Conrade: affer 


k having received this double confirmation of 
Melanthe's | tranſgrefſion, gave over all intentions 
_ of becoming her huſband ;—yet, by what I could 
gather from his looks, and ſome expreſſions he let 
fall, the manner in which he. thould quit his 
pretenhons was the occaſion of a very great con- 
fit im his mind :—he was a good-natured man, 
and Joth to accuſe this young Los to her father ; 
—yet, to break off a match ſo far advanced, and 
which he had ſo earneſtly ſolicited, without 
aſſigning any cauſe for the change of his reſo- 
hution, he thought would not only make him 
appear ridiculons, but alfo put a final period tv 
all converfation between hi;m and his old friend; 
and he probably continued undetermined in this 
'watter, till he found himſelf obliged to talk upon 
| 7 ll 
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it to Murcio himſelf, who had appointed to come 
to town the next day, mY order to ſign the marrt- 
age-writings. 

That gentleman was at home, and baving expet- 
ed him ſome hours before he came, began, in a 
pleafant manner to TCproacn his tardineſs; to 
which Conrade replied very gravely, —* E am, 
© indeed, fir, ſomewhat beyond my time, yet, I 
© believe, ſoon. enou for the buſineſs which 
© now brings me. ah Et izemed very . US0IE 
ſurpriſed on h-aring him ſpeak in this manner ; 
_ poor Melanthe,, who was preſent, wel "VF 

that this alteratton in her lover's behaviour 
was the effe&t of the plot concerted between her 
and Florimel, trembled for the event, and was 
no leſs ſhocked at the thoughts how much her In- 
nocence fulfered in his opinion. - 

It is uncertain what return furcio would have 
made, for the other prevented him from ſpeak- 
inz by adding to what he had ſaid before,--- 
that he had ſomethisg of a very extraordinary 
nature, and which required no witnefles, to com- 
municate to him ; on which he made a ſign to Me- 
lanthe to leave the room, and ſhe was no ſooner 
withdrawn than Conrade proceeded, tho' not with- 
out a good deal of heſitation, to declare himſelf in 
| theſe terms : 

Conrade, * Dear Murcio, we kv long been | 
* friends, and I ſhould be heartily ſorry that 
* what I have to ſay ſhould occaſion a rupture 
* between us ;—for my own part, there 1s no 
* man living for whom I ſhall always preſerve 
© a greater eſteem than for yourſelf” _ 
Murcto., * I cannot think, fir, that you have 
any thing in your mind ſhould give. me reaſon 
5:26 regard you leſs.” 

Conrade. * Reaſon is too frequently miſled by 
paſſion, —I know it by experience, and ſhall be 
glad ro find yours is more ſtrong ;——tho' I con- 
* tefs I have been to blame, and am ſorry I 
6 have 
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| tence.” 
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have gone fo far ;-——— but, fir, I have con 
ſidered that it is now too late in life for me 
to think of marriage, eſpecially with ſo young 
a lady as Mclanthe.” | | De OR 


 Murcio. * This is an odd turn, 1ndeed ;—me- 


thinks, fir, you ſhould have conſidered this be- 
tore you made any prepoſals of that fort, 
either to me or my daughter.—A _— of 
marriage, fir, when concluded on and conſented 
to by both parties, 13 a thing of too much 
confequence to be broke off by either, without 


putting the moſt groſs affront upon the other, 


Conrade, * Not, fir, when it can be proved that 
conſummation would be equally inconveni- 
ent for both.” gs | | 
Murcio, * As how for both ?—my daughter has 
never made the leaft objeQion.” | 
Conrade, © It may be fo ;—yet I am well af 
ſured, ſhe neither does nor ever can regard me 
with that affeQtion, which alone could make 
either me or herſelf happy in being united.” 

Murcio. * A mere whim ; — a caprice of your 
own, founded only on the diſparity of years ; 
and I am amazed you ſhould think of flying off 
from your engagement on fo ſhallow a pre- 


Conrade. * Perhaps I may have others —ſup- 


poſe I know the loves another ? 


Murcia, * Sir, T will ſuppoſe no ſach thing; 
—ſhe love another !—no, fir, ſhe \ has been 
bred up in principles too virtuous and too 
modeſt, to place her affe&tions on any one, till 


my commands and the authority of the churci 


make it ker duty to do fo; and I muſt tell you, 


fir, it is bafe in yon to acd to the i!l uſage 


you are about to give her,. by traducing her 
reputation” _ | CER 
Conrade. * ] ſcorn the unmanly thought ;—be 


afſured T have proofs of what I fay. 


 Waurcio. © Produce them then.” 


Conrade. 
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Conrade. * ] will, ſince I find the juſtification 
« of my own korour Cepends upon it.—There, 
« fir, —read that, and be convinced.” 

In ſpeaking this he gave Murcio the letter that 
had been ſent by Florimel, which the other, after 
having carelefly peruſed, threw from him, and. 
looking on Correde with the utmoſt ſcorn, faid 
to him, : _ ny ey Y | 

Murcio, * A notable proof, indeed, —there are few 
« people without ſome enemies ;— but this 1s a piece __ 
© of ſcandal too groſs, too ſtupid, and the invention 
« too ill concerted to paſs even on the moſt weak 
* and credulous mind z and ſeems rather a poor low 
* contrivance of your own, to evade fulfilling an en- _ 
* gagement you have taken it into your head to re- 
« pent of.” 80 SSD: 

Conrade. * You are free in your expreſſions, fir, 
* but I believe it will preſently be my turn to retort 
_* that contempt you ſo unjuſtly treat me with. —Do 
* you know the hand writing of your daughter ?* 
 Murcie. © Yes, certainly I do. 

Conrade. © Then judge of the contents of this, and 
* take thame to yourſelf for the injurious treatment 
« you have given me  _ - 
The reader will eafily imagine, that it was Melan- 
the's little billet he now put into his hands ; but no 
one can conceive, much leſs am I able to deſcribe, 
the rage, the horror, the diſtraction, that ſhook the _ 
whole frame of this aſtoniſhed parent, on finding 
himſelf no longer able to refuſe giving credit to fo 
terrible a misfortune.—-* Death and furies! cried he, 
* infamous, abandoned wretch ? "Then, after loading 
her with all the fouleſt names that language could 
afford, he turned to Conrade,—* Pardon me, dear 
* Conrade, faid he; had an ange] told me what you 
* did, without this curſed teſtimony, I ſhould not 
© have believed the ſtory ;—but you ſhall have ample 
* ſatisfaction ; TI! turn this ſcandal to my family ;— 
* this deceiver both of you and me, out of my doors 
* this moment ;—never own her,—never ſee her 
* More, but leave her to the miſeries ſhe merits.” 


He 
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He was running out of the room, and*tis probable 
1n the firſt emotions of his paſſion, would have done 
as he had threatened, if Conrade had not withheld | 
him ; and partly by force, and partly by perſuaſion, 
made him fit down while he reaſoned with him in 
this manner : of . 
Conrade, * Dear Murcio, compoſe yourſelf, and 
* be not raſhly guilty of a thing you hereafter may | 
pen of ;—conſider that the errors of one branch MF - 
of a family refle&t diſhonour on the whole ;—you WM 
have other daughters, who, though pure as inno- | 
cence itſelf, yet, being of the ſame blood, may be 
* ſuſpeRed liable to the fame faults ;—for their ſakes, 3 
< theretore, rather ſmother than expoſe the crime of , 
* this fair offender.” g ; Fo | 
Murcis. * What !— would you then have me to | 
©* forgive, encourage, and ſuffer her to continue in | 
 * this ſhameful proſtitution under my own roof « 
| Caonrade. * No ;—but I would have you remember k 
© that ſhe is till your child, and that it is your duty, 


© as a father, to uſe your utmoſt efforts to retrieve 4 
* her from perdition, not ſink her deeper into it” | 6-4 
 Murcio, * As how retrieve her !—is the not already 4 
© loſt, —trrecoverably loſt to reputation as well as 
< virtue? Fe OT 6" aj 
Conrade. * Not ſo, I hope ;—all yet may be well, 
© if her ſeducer can be prevailed upon to repair the \ 
© injury he has done her by an honourable marriage. | 
Murcio. A vain-expeQation.” F--& 


Conrade. © "Tis worth attempting, at leaft ;—but 

firſt you muſt oblige her to diſcover the name of 

this too happy man ; for you ſee, that either by | 
deſign-or accident the direQtion to him is torn off c 
the letter,” | | RE: 
 Murcio. * ] proteſt, in the diſtraction of my MW <« 


OE” wes WY 


© thoughts, I had forgot that circumſtance ; and alſo 7 
© to aſk you by what means this infamous ſcrawl « 
* came into your poſſeſſion” 7 

On this Conrade related to him all the particulars « 


he had obſerved while he had been watching _ « 
r1val's | 
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tival's coming out of the houſe ; and when he had 
done, in- order -to encourage Murcio to take the ad- 
vice he had juſt given to him, added this deſcription 
of the ſuppoled gallant ; Fo oe Wa Gs 

Conrade. * I-was very much vexed that T had not 


© zn opportuniry of ſeeing his face ; but his back 


« being towards me, and, beſides, having the advan- 


© tage of- ſome twenty paces before me, 1 in vain en- 


« deavoured to overtake him, but I wok great-notice 
© of his dreſs and air, and do affure you he has all 
« the appearance of a man of fathion, and ſuch a 
« one as to whom -you could not reaſonably have re- 
4 fuſed your -daughter, even if this accident had 
4 never happened. | 


Murcio. * He ſhould have aſked her of me then; 
* —but I-will call her down, and hear what the has 


© to ſay, -No,—I cannot, —will not ſee her ;—I 
+ know not whether the ſight of her might not pro- 
4 yoke me to ſome deſperate ation. 
Conrade. * 1 think it is beſt you ſhould refrain ſee- 
© ing her, *till you are more the maſter of your Yaſ- 


* fion ;—but.as rhe affair we have been ſpeaking of | 


* admits of no delay, —ſuppoſe you write to her.” 
Murcio. * The advice 1s good. —Oh, what a curſe 
* 1t is to have a diſobedieat:childY _ 
He appeared in the -moſt bitter anguiſh of mind 


while uttering theſe laſt-words ; but having recovered 


himſelf a little, took pen, ink, and paper, and wrote 
the following lines : ES CTRES | 


os To MELANTHE. 
« Thou ſcandal to my blood and name, _ 


«* FTOHAT you flill live to receive this, thank 


the gentleman whom you would have 
wronged, by carrying pollution to his bed ;—he has 
obtained a reprieve for you on this - condition, — 
that you declare the name and quality ef your 
undoer, to the .end that I may take ſuch meaſures 
as I thall judge proper, to oblige him to do juſtice 
* to the honour of a family, of which you are the 


66 only 
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« only blemiſh—Think not to deny your crime. 
« T have the infamous witneſs of it under your oy 
«© hand; but be plain and open in your confeſſion, 
* if you hope ever to obtain mercy either from hez- 
ven or wy SORE 
| « Your offended father, 
DN RIC Ros His cc Mo xcio,” 


| Aﬀer having ſhewed this to Conrade, he called for 
the waiting-maid, and with a ſtern voice and coun- 
| tenafſice, bid her give that letter to her miſtreſs, and 
bring him an immediate anſwer :—I followed, and 
ſaw with what agonies poor Melanthe read this cruel 
mandate ;—between the fears of what her father's 
| indignation might inflict upon her, and the ſhame of 
appearing guilty of a crime her ſoul diſdained, ſhe 
_ was fo much overwhelmed, that for ſome minutes 
ſhe had not power to ſpeak ; and when ſhe &id, it 
was only to utter this exclamation: 
Melanthe. * What will become of me!—oh thi; 
« yile plot of FlorimePs !? Ns 
Molly. © Lo:d, madam, do not put yourſelf into 
this flurry ;—you know your fathei's temper wel 
enough, and could not expeQt he would be lels 
ſevere ;—but it will be all over in time, and you 
muſt reſolve to bear It for a while.” , 
Melanthe. © I cannot, —will not bear it ;—l will 
go down this inſtant and diſcloſe all, and clear my 
innocence P en rw, | 
Melly. * Sure, madam, you would not be ſo mad. 
—What would you undo all, ſo much pains has 
been taken to bring about, and be forced to marry 
Conrade at laft ? | Oh Fen 
| Melanthe. * Was there ever ſo terrible a dilemma! 
—what anſwer can I give to my father!” ; 
Mol'y. * Dear madam, fay any thing ;—tell hin 
you are in love with the man in the moon,—tie 
* Great Mogul, —fay any thing but the truth.” 
Melanthe. « How filly am I to aſk advice of fuci 


* a giddy creature !—but I will try what I can oo 
po FEAR it 
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With this, ſhe turned herſelf towards a table 
whereon ſtood a ftandiſh,— ſat down-- pauſed a while, 
then began to write ; but had ſcarce finiſhed two 
lines before ſhe left off, tore the paper ;—muſed 


| again, and then began afreſh ;—the ſecond efſay met 
| with the ſame fate as the former, and ſo did ſeveral 


ſucceeding ones, till at laſt ſhe threw the pen out of 
her hand, —ſtarted up, and faid, Er | 

 Melanthe. © Tis in vain to attempt it, —I cannot. 
* write ;—can find nothing to fay that will abate my 
' father's rage.” De WT 

Molly. * Why then, madam, fay nothing, —e'en 
* let him think as he pleaſes at preſent ;-—if you will 
* but pluck up a ſpirit we thall do well enough ;— 
* he will not kill you for his own ſake ; and as for 
© any thing elſe, you muſt content yourſelt to ſubmit 
* to it ;—nothing can be ſo bad as marrying Conrade. 
 —I will go to Florimel preſently ; if I am fo lucky 
* as to-find her at home, *tis ten to one but ſhe puts. 
* ſomething into our heads. _ YT 

Melanthe, * Do fo ;—T wiſh ſhe were here” | 
While they were ſpeaking Murcio called very loud 
at the bottom of the ſtairs, for Molly to come down, 


_ on which ſhe ſaid: 


Molly. * Do you hear, madam ; —but 1 muſt face 
* the ſtorm for fear it ſhould come hither and terrify 
* you worſe.—T wiſh you had as much ccurage as I 


| © have.* 


She ſaid no more, but ran haſtily down into the 


| parlour, where I with no leſs ſpeed attended her 


foot-ſteps, quite impatient to hear how the pert bag- 


gage would behave. 


Murcio, * What is the reaſon, minx, that I have 
* 00 anſwer to the letter you carried up 7” 

Melly. © Lord, fir, there were ſomewhat or other 
* in that letter that has frightened my poor lady 
* almoft out of her wits ;—ſhe does nothing bu: cry 
* and wring her hands.- ir would make your heart 
* ake- to fee her. —She 1. 28 infor 1—ro indeed, 
' the is not in a condiiivi to ove xn anſwer? 


VoLr. 1 | [Si Afurcio, 
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© morning ?” 


' Murcis. * If the can't you muſt, hufſey.—-Wig 
* was that fellow-you let out of my houſe yeſterday 


Molly. © I, fir,—lI let.out no fellow, not 1.” 
Murcio. © "Tis talſe ;—my friend here, happening 


© to paſs through the fireet at.that time, ſaw. hin Wl ** 
-F:-COMme.Our,; | EY | FE IGG. | - 
Melly. « Why then, fir, your friend is no better - 
* than a pickthank for bringing you ſuch idle ſtories; WF ** 
* and Iam not afraid tp tell him ſo to his face.— ; 
© 1 fay again, I let out no fellow.” AY % 
 Murcio. * Was there ever ſuch impudenceY _ y 
.Conrade, * Come, come, Mrs. Molly, you had if _ 
© better confeſs .the truth, —it will be for the good 
* of your lady, and yourſelf too. os 
Molly. © Sir, I ſhall not tell a le for the matter ;— k 
* I let out no fellow; there was a fine gentleman, n 
_ © indeed, that fat up all night playing at cards with ” 
« gay lady, that I let aut ;—but no fellow, I affure * 
« you.” 6s | 
"Mares * Well, —and pray, Mrs. Brazenface, what X 
s 1s the name of this fine gentleman ? PART, 
Melly. © Lord, fir, do you think I know the names n 
« of all the gentlemen that come to viſit my lady !— . 
s indeed I am.not ſo impertinent as to aſk.” n 
 Murcio. © No equivocation 5—tell me this moment BW - 
© or I ſhall be your death.” | 
Melly. © Bleſs me, fir, -how can you fright a body 
« ſo for nothing!—but if you would be my death 
« twenty times oyer, I can ſay no more than I have p 


« done. Fs 
Conrade. * Dear Murcio, this girl is not worth the 


_ © paſhon you are in;—l hape the young lady herſelf 


* will ſatisfy you, when once ſhe conſiders how 


© much it 1s her intereſt to do fo.” 


« to eacourage her obftinacy,—Huſfſey, pack up all 
+ your trumpery, and get out of my houſe direCtly, 
* or I ſhall provide a place for you in ar » 

| lh, 


Ihercie. + Not while the hasduch« harkined wrath ] 
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6 Molly. © 'Oh, dear fir, I ſhall not give you that 
/ © trouble ;—there are places enough to be had with- 
© out your providing,” Eo OO” 
After the had left the room, and Murcio had 
rented his paſſion in two or three hearty curſes, he 
| turned to Conrade, and, with a tone of vote which 
| expreſſed the deepeſt trouble of niind, uttered theſe _ 
words : | . - Pn : 
' WH Murcio. © You ſee, my dear friend, that both 
© miſtreſs and maid are alike incorrigible.- What 
« now reniains for me to do, either to preferve my 
; © family from diſgrace, or thts degenerate girl from 
F © everlaſting ruin e nee we 
The other, who douhtleſs condemned Melanthe 
more in his heart than he wou!d let her father know 
| he did, could find nothing to fay in her defence ; but 
} that he hoped, when the firſt confuſion of this diſ- 
covery was a little over, ſhe would be brought to 
reaſon ; and therefore entreated he would allow her 
ſome ſmall time to recolle& herſelf. Mo 
As the converſation now began to conſiſt only of _ 
railings on the one fide, and fperſuaſions to modera- 
tion on the other, I eaſily perceived that nothing of 
importance would be the reſult, ſo reſolved to leave = 
| the two old gentlemen together, and accordingly laid 
hold of the firſt opportunity to get out of the houſe. 


CH xF vt 


Preſents fomethirg as little expedted by the reader as it 

. was by the parties concerned in it ; and, if the 

f author's hopes do not deceive him, will alſo afford 
an equal fbare of ſatisfation as ſurpriſe. 4 


, EING very anxious for the fitustion of poor 
F LJ Melanthe, I fully deſigned to make another _ 

viſit to Murcio's houſe early the next morning ; but 
I had no ſooner got my tablets cleared of the im- 
preſſion made on them the preceding day, than ſome 
Ompany coming in detained me at home til the 
tour in which 1 uſvally dined, and then being told 

| | H 2 the 
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| the table was ſpread, I fat down ; but made a yer 


a kh a aA A @a a «a a * 


thort repaſt, being always more eager to gratify the 


cravings of my mind than.my fenfual appetite. 


I came to Murcio's door when Conrade had ju 
alighted from his coach and was ſtepping in, f] 
had an eaſy acceſs, and foHlowed him up into the 


' dining-room, where Murcio was then fitting, and 
_ exprefſed the fatisfaftion he took in ſeeing him in 


words $0 this effect: 2a: TE. 
 Murcio. * My dear friend, I am glad you are cone, 
to give me your Opinion In a thing I am about t 
do :—my ungracious daughter has given me ng 
anſwer,--made me no ſubmiſion ;—1I cannot ſuffer 
her in my houſe ; and, if I turn her out of it, am 
in danger of having my whole family ſcandalized 
by her behaviour ;—I am therefore reſolved to 
ſend her down to the tartheſt part of Cornwal, 
where I have a near kinſman ; was going to 
. write to. him on that occaſion when 1 heard you 
were here.” ae, 0} —_ 
 Gonrade. * T flatter myſelf, fir, that the intelli- 


kk. a: hk 6: a. a «a. & 


oy gence I bring will ſave you that trouble, and the 


* young lady ſo long a journey :—lI have diſcovered 
# her favourite lover” | | 
 Murcio. * Is it poſſible !—for heaven's fake who, 
< —what is het” TT. 
Conrade. * One you little ſuſpe&, though I have 
£ ſeen him often here ;—tis Dorimon” | 
Murcio. + Dorimon !—yes, tince his return from 
his travels he viſits here ſometimes ;—his fiſter, 
Florimel, and Mclanthe were brought up together 
at the boardivg-ſchaol, and ſince they left it have 
ſcarce been two-days aſunder :—but I cannot think 
Dorimon has been her ſeducer :—ſhe 1s neither 
aboye his hopes nor below -his expeQations :—if 
| be had any inclinations towards her, IT know 
nothing ſhould hinder him from making his honout- 
able addreſſes —But what grounds have you {0 
ſuch a ſuppoſition ? 
Conrade. * You ſhall hear :—you know I told you 


that I did not ſee the face of the gentleman tha! 
s Callif 
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+ came out of your houſe on Sunday morning ; but 


+ as I followed him a good part of the ftreet I took 
« notice of his habit, which, indeed, had ſomewhat 
G particular in 't, and would have attracted my ob- 

« jervation. had I ſeen it on any other perſon ;—it_ 
( was a dark olive-coloured French barragon, laced 
« with a very rich Point d'Eſpagne down the ſeams ; 
+ —He had alſo a fine flaxen Vig, with a bag and 
+ ſolitaire of an uncommon dimenſion ;—1 then took 
+ him either for a foreigner, or one lately come from 
+ abroad ;—in the ſame dreſs, and as exaQtly as I ſaw 
© kim then, did I fee him within this half hour at 
© the chocolate-houſe :—I cannot, indeed, ſwear te 


| + the man, but I think may ſafely do fo as to the 


| cloaths ; eſpecially as I heard himſelf ſay, on ſome 
* gentlemen's praiſing the ſuit, and telling him they 
' believed there was not ſuch another in England, 
' that he was pretty ſure there was not ; for he had 
* beſpoke it at Paris, according to bis own taftey 
* and it had not been come over long enough for app 
* one to take pattern by it” | TSR 
Murcio. * I muſt own that there is a firong proba- 
' bility in what you fay ; but yet, without a cee- 
' tainty, know not what meaſures I can purſue.” 
Conrade, © If you will take my advice, —lſend far 
* him ;—T heard him fay he ſhould dine at home, 
' ſo is ſcarce gone out ;—give ſome diſtant hints, at 
' firſt, concerning a marriage with your daughter ; ans, 
' according to the anſwer he makes, you will be 
' inſtructed how te proceed. = 
Murcio, © It ſhall be ſo;—I will not let him fee]. 
* have any ſuſpicion of my daughter's fault ; and, 
' whether there be any thing between them or not, 
* 2 propoſal of the nature you mention cannot ſeeir 
' ſtrange to him, as our families have always lived 
' together in a perfe&t harmony and good under- 
' ſtanding.” | ns | 
He had no ſooner faid this than he called for a 
(crvant, and ſent him with his compliments to Dori- 
mon, and to let him know he deſired to ſpeak with 
bu immediately, if not otherwiſe engaged. | 
| | 13: - | Afﬀter 
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After this the two friends had ſome farther gif. | 


courſe, concerning what fteps the father and Melan- 
| the ſhould take in this affair ; when the fellow, who 
had been ſent on the above meſſage, returned and 
told his maſter, that Dorimon ſaid he would not fail 
doing himſelf the honour of obeying his commands 
In a few minutes ; on which Conrade took his leave, 
and Murcio fat down, endeayouring to frame hig 
temper and countenance fo as to be ſuitable to the 
buſineſs he had in hand. | 
 Dorimon appeared in a ſhort time, and the fi 
compliments being paſt, Myrcio began to open what 
he had to ſay, by telling him that he had a great 
regard for his family ;—that he was a fine young 
gentleman ; and that being now five and twenty, he 
much wondered that he had not heard his addrefling 
fome lady on the ſcore of marriage ;—to which Do- 
rimon replied, that marriage was a thing he had not 
as yet much thought upon ; and that having a ſiſter 
who took care of the affairs of his houſhold, a wile 
was the lefs neceiftry to him —Murcio then de- 
manded, if he found any averſeneſs in himſelf to 
changing his condition, in favour of a woman of 
equal birth and fortune, and who would approve of 
his pretenſicns.—Dorimon ſeemed a little ſurpriſed at 
theſe interrogatories ; but anſwered 1n the negative, 
with this provi'o, that the perſon of the lady were 
equally agreeable. — Miurcio, thinking this reply a 
proper cue for explaining himſelf, did fo in the tol- 
lowing manner : | | 
Murcio. * What think you then of my daughter 
* Melanthe ? | DE. | 
+ Derimon. © As of an angel, fir, above my hopes. 
Murcio, * No fine ſpeeches, Dorimon ;—deal fr- 
cerely with me..-Do you like her well enough to 
* merry her 7? TS. 
Dorimon, © Yes, fir, upon my ſovl ;—and ſhould 
bleſs the I] and that gave her to m2. 
Murcio. * Sir, I take you at your wort, and give 
* 'you mine that you ſhall have her, nd fix thouſand 
* pounds, if you think that a ſufficient dower. 
Der imo!l, 
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Dorimon. * I do, fir, and though Melanthe is' a 

© ſufficient fortune of herſelf, ſhall accept your offer 

© as a father's: blefling, - and make a ſertlement ac- 
© cordingly.” 

© Murtis. © Then there remains no more than to get 


© the marriage-articles drawn up, which, if you | 


« pleaſe, thall be to-morrow morning.” 


Dorimen. ©* It cannot be too __— fie, Ir, may 


© I not have leave. to ſee the lovely Vielanthe,—to 
© throw myſelt at her feet, and be affured the will 
© not regret the happineſs you beftow upon me py 
Murcio, * Oh, fir. you have nothing-to apprehend 
* on that account ; for, to be plain with you, 1 de- 
** figned her for another ;—the rejected the propoſal, 
© for which ſhe has been under ſome diſgrace with 
'*:me; but as I have ſince diſcovered her diſobedience 
* was occaſioned by the affeQion ſhe has for you, 1 
*-was the more eaſily induced to pardon it :—tihe 
© does not yet know that 1 conſent to gratiſy het 
© inclinations ; but you ſhall have the pleaſure of 
_ © telling her yourſelt.” 
He then went to the door and ordered a ſervant to 


bid Melanthe come down ; after which he turned | 


back and ſaid to Dorimon,. 


| Murcio, * My caughter will wait on you preſently; ; | 


* I know you will excuſe my leaving you togerher,— 
':] have buſineſs calls me abroad ; but expe to ſee 
© you to-morrow morning, and {hall have a lawyer 


| Chere;? 
Dorimon. * You may be certain, fir, [ thall not 


<< fail.” 

The other ſaid no more, bur went haſtily away to 
avoid ſeeing his daughter ; ;—he had not left the 
room above half a minute before Melanthe entered, 


but with a confulian impoſlible to be exprefſed ;— 


the had expeCted no other, on being called down, 
than to meet ſome tetrible eflects of her father's Git- 
pleaſure. ;—her eyes, yet red with tears, were now 


caſt down upon the floor, as ſhe advanced with flow 


and trembling: ſteps ;—-nor faw ſhe who was there, 
4 ul 


ic2 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 
till Dorimon ſprung forward, and took her by the 
hand with theſe words : OTE ISSL 
Dorimon. * Charming Melanthe, how am 1 
« tranſported at the goodneſs of your father !— how 
* incapable of expreſſing my gratitude for the per- 
« miſſion he has juſt now given me of telling you how 
« much, how truly I adore you !” FREY 
Melanthe. * Bleſs me, Dorimon, what is the 
* meaning of all this !— Where is my father ? 
Dorimon. * Gone, to give me the happy oppor- 
tunity of endeavouring to infpire you with fen- 
'* ments in favour of my paſſion, and conformable to 
RS Wil LL” < | 
Melanthe. * Your paſſion, and his will !— Cer- 
* tainly, Derimon, you muſt ejther be mad, or I not 
l - my ſenfes.— For heaven's fake explain this wy- 
0 er s | F- Phe 
— going to reply when his ſiſter, Florime}, 
came tripping in,— that young lady having been in- 
formed by Molly of all that had paſſed at Murcio's 
kouſe, was extremely impatient to know how her 
friend behaved afterwards on that. occaſion ;— Me- 
 lanthe no ſooner ſaw her than ſhe flew into her arms, 
and cried, CS: 
Metanthe. * My dear, dear Florimel, what would 
© I not have given to have feen you laſt night ” 


Florimel. © | was no leſs eager to be with you "a 
but I find that things have quite changed their 


« face ſince then ;— I met your father at the door as 


« T entered ;— the old gentleman ſeems to be in quite 
« good humour, cefired me to walk up, and told me 


that I ſhould find you and wy brother together. 


 Derimon. * Ay, my dear ſiſter, we axe together, 


a 


'v::mcre.” | | 
Flerimel. © Separate no more! as how 
Derimon. * By the ſolemn and indiffoluble ties of 

* marriage ;>— Murcio, the generous Murcio, has 
befowed-her:on me. a 
F.erinel, * What, 1s it agreed upon ? 


and ] hope ſhall ſoon be joined to ſeparate no 


Dorimon. 
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Dorimon. * Abſolutely ;— to-morrow the ariteles 
« are to be drawn between us, and there will then be 
nothing wanting but my angePs conſent for the con- 
« ſummation of my blits.” nb. 
Florimel. * And was this the buſineſs on which he 
' ſent for you in ſuch haſte ? 
Dorimon. * The ſame. | 
Here Florimel burſt into ſo violent a fit of laugh- 
ter as rendered her unable to ſpeak for ſome time ; 
— in vain Dorimon aſked ſeveral times over the 
cauſe of this extravagant mirthy and it was but by 
degrees ſhe recovered herſelf enough to make this 
reply : | | | WE | 
Florimel © I have found out the riddle ;— it 
* was I, brother, that have made this match.” 
Derimon. © You! 3 | 
Flerimel. * Yes, with the aſſiſtance of that ſuit of 
* cloaths you have on'  _ En 
Then, addrefling herſelf to Melanthe, proceeged 
thus: CT Oe | 
Flarimel. < You muſt know, my dear, that it 
* was Conrade himſelf that watched me coming out 
© of your houſe,— I faw him. ftand perdau under fir 
* Thomas #*##*##*'; porch ;— he has certainly ſeen. 
* my brother in theſe cloaths, and, miſtaking him. 
* for me, has paſſed him upon your father for your 
* ſyuppoied gallant” DR | 
Melanthe. * It muſt be fo, indeed ;— there is no 
© other way of accounting for .this odd event.” 
 Dorimon was now as much confounded in his 
turn, as the two ladies had been in theirs, till his 
liter, having firſt obtained Melanthe's leave, relat- 
ed to him the whole hiſtory of their contrivance to 
break the match with Conrade ;— this repetition oc- 
calioned ſome pleaſantry between the brother and 
iter ; but Melanthe was too much aſhamed to bear 
any great part in in it ;— her new lover, obſervinz 
ber ſerioutneſs, ſpoke in this manner: —_ 
Dorimon. © 1 have got nothing, Florimel, by the 
' Account you have given, but the moitification of 
* that vanity Murcio had inſpired me with; and 
'- M- $ dare 
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© dare not now flatter myſelf that Melanthe will & 
'* readily, as I once hoped, acquieſce in the agree- 
© ment made between us.” _ 


Flerimel. © Tf ſhe does not all will come ont ; and 
© if fo, Murcio will certainly return to his firſt en- 


© gagement to give her to Conrace.— What fay 


you, Melanthe, have you averſion enough for my 
* brotaer to run fo great a riſque ?” | | 
'Fhis demand made Melanthe bluſh exceſſively ; 
— ſhe pauſed,—- hung down her head ; bur at laſt 
made this return : 7 Ws E 
Melanthe. * So ſudden a change in my fortune, 


_ © might well excuſe me from giving a dire anſwer 
. © to ſuch a queſiton :— of this, however, you nay 


* be affured, that I have not conrage to ciſobey my 
© father a ſecond time, and that I love the ſiſter too 
* well to have any averſion to the brother,” _ 

On this Dorimon kiſſed her hand with a great deal 


_ of warmth, and faid many tender and paſſionate 


things to her, which, as the reader will eafily con- 


_ceive, I think it needleſs to repeat ; and ſhall only 
add, that, between the brother and the fiſter, Me- 
_ hathe was at Jaſt prevailed upon to confeſs,— that 
4t would be without the leaſt relutance ſhe ſhould 


obey her father in the choice he had now made for 
her. Pp” | | 


Tho? there now was little cauſe to apprehend any 


_ diſappointment in theſe nuptials, yet I reſolved to 
ſee the thing fully concluded on; accordingly I went 


the next morning to Murcio's houſe, where I found 


_ him very buſy with his lawyer ;— Dorimon came n 


ſoon after, and the writings were preſently filed up, 


 figned, ſealed, and duly executed by both parties: 


— the lawyer ſayed no longer than to receive bs 
fees, and he had no ſooner left the room, than Mur- 


cio ſpoke to Dorimon in theſe terms : 


© Murcio. * Well, Dorimon, 1 think there 1s n0- 


_ * thing now wanting for the making you my fon, 


« except the ceremony of the church ; and I did not 
* care how ſvon that alſo was performed ;— I 0 


'* Not love to fce affairs of this nature kept Jong in 


* hand; 
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« hand ; beſides, you muſt kngw, that on my daugh- 
© ter's reſuſing to .marry the"perſon I frit propoſed. 
« to her, I ſwore in my paſſion that 1 would never 


« ſee her face again till ſhe was a wife.” 


| Dorimon. © You may be atfured, fir, I ſhall think : 


© eyery moment an age ti}! I can prevail upon the 
© lovely Melanthe to take that name; and 1 donot 
« doubt but her knowledge of the vow you have 
« made will very much expedite my withes.” 

Murcio. © I am going direQly to my little coun- 


« t:y feat, and ſhall leave you to confult with her 


« about the day ; but will write to the reQor of #***, 


«who is my kinſman, and defire he will perform the 


« office of tacking you together ;— when that 1s over, 
* would have you both come down to #***, where 
* you may depend on meeting with a fatherly recep- 
tion.” "0; = Bs 

Nothing farther of any conſequence was faid by 
either of them — Murcio took coach for the coun- 
try, and Dorimon went to the apartment of his miſ- 
treſs, where ftrenuouſly preſſing her for the ſpeedy 
conſummation of his happineſs, her father's pretend- 
ed vow ſerved as an excuſe for her compliance, and 


the conſented that the wedding ſhould be folemnized 


on the next Sunday after. = 
| No accident retarded the fulfilling this agreement, 
and they were married on the day appointed, by the 
reverend gentleman recommended by Murcio ; after 
which they ſet out, accompanied by Florimel, for 
»++*, in order to receive the bleſſing he.had pro- 
miſed to beſtow upon them. og 

As no one of this company had any reaſon to be 
diſcontented at what had happened, it is not to be 


doubted but the goddeſs of chearfulneſs accompa- 


ned them in their little journey ;—I fay journey, 
becauſe the ſiſter. of Dorimon having an averſion to 
the water, eſpecially in rough weather, as it was that 
day, they went in a landau, in complaifance to her ; 
but the ſubje&t of their converfation is not in my: 


witneſs of it. OE ia Go tt ofa 


power. to, relate, as I had no opportunity of beirg 
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CHAP. IX. 


Contains a ſuccinf account of ſome farther particulars, 
in ſome meaſure relative t9 the foregoing adventure, 


and, beſides, are of too agreeable and intereſling a 


nature in themſelves not to be Iooked upon as a right- 


=; judged, and Very neceſſary appendix. 


TAVING married my two new made lovers, the 
reader w1ll poſſibly imagine, that the laſt aQ of 
the play is ended, and that I ſhould now drop the 


_ euirtain, to prepare for ſome freſh ſubje& of enter- 


tainmenc ;— but he muſt wait a while, — I have not 
yet done with any of my charaGers ; and beſides, 
that there are many things which ſeem to require a 
tarther explanation, I cannot think of parting with 


my favourite Florimel, without giving her thoſe 


praiſes which her wit and good humour may juſtly 
claim. S, ; | Th; | 

It is not unlikely, indeed, but that there may be 
ſome over-fcrupulous ladies in the world, who will 
be fo far from approving the charaQter of this charm- 
ing girl, that they will highly contemn her for the af- 
ſuming the air and habit of a man, tho? for never ſo 
ſort a ſpace of time; and even rail at Melanthe for 
conſenting to put in execution the ftratagem ſhe had 
contrived for her deliverance from an evil ſo juitly 
dreaded by her ;— ſuch as theſe will certainly think 
F have ſaid enough, if not too much'on the accaſion, 
and perhaps throw aſide the book, and cry they will 
read no farther :— well, — be it ſfo,— the lofs will 
be entirely their own,—1I am pretty confident neither 
my reputation, nor the profits of my publiſher, wil 
ſuffer by their il]-nature in this point. | 

It is for the entertainment of the gay, the witty, 
and the truly virtuous, who, by the way, are never 
genſorious, that theſe lucubrations are chiefly intend- 
ed ; and if lam fo fortunate as to pleaſe them, ſhou'd 
give myſelf no great pain what may be faid of me by 
thoſe of the above mentioned claſs, 5 


_—— ce. +5 40 
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In defiance, therefore, of theſe fair, or rather 
unfair critics, I ſhall proceed in what I have farther 
to relate concerning the principal ſubje&s of this 
narrative. 25 


On their arrival at **** they were received by 
Murcio with a ſhew of the greateſt fatisfa&tion, yet _ 
], who took care to be there before them, in order _ 
to be witneſs of what ſhould paſs at this firſt inter= 


view, could eaſily perceive that he embraced his ſor- 


in-law with more cordiality and lefs conſtraint than 
he did his daughter ;— the remembrance of her ſup-_ 


poſed fault it was that doubtleſs rendered him unable 
to treat her with - his accuſtomed tenderneſs ;— he 
fcarce touched her cheek in faluting her, and whery 


he gave her his bleſſing added, —* Pray heaven your 


« future conduQ may deſerve it.” | | 

' - It could not be otherwiſe, but that all the compa- 
ny muſt comprehend the full meaning ot thefe words ; 
but poor Melanthe was ſo much affetted by them, 


that ſhe burſt into a flood of tears, and throwing her- 


ſelf a ſecond time at her father's feet, addreiied him 
ia theſe pathetic terms : 


_. Melanthe. * Oh, fir,— I beg,—I beſeech you, by 
* all the love you once had-for me, to forgive the 
© only a of diſobedience I] was ever guil'y of ;— 


* pardon but the averſion I had to the match you firſt 


* propoſed to me, and you will eafily abiolye the _ 


; 
Derimon, © Yes, fir,— my dear,— my charming 

* wife, is as innocent of every thing that can deſerve 

* your blame, as I am from even the moft diſtant 


* with of violating her purity or diſhonouring your 


family,” Ee | 
Florimel, * Ay, ay,— It is poor me that am alone 


* infault; but ſince the miſchief I have done has 


© been productive of fo much good, I icarce doubt 
* being excuſed by a gentleman of ſo much good 


© ſenſe as Murcio.— I have delivered your daughter, 


* fir, by my contrivance, from the horrcts of a forced 

* marTlage ;— I have procured a wife for my bro» 

* ther, with whom, if he is not the moit happy, I 
| | | | * am 
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cloaths as long as he lived, for a perpetual Memen- 
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© am Certain he deſerves to be the moſt miſerable of 
© all mankind ; and | have got you a ſon-in-law who 
© I hope will merit that honour by his future beha- 
nn.” Re ; | ae 
Murcio, who could not form even the moſt diſtant 
gueſs at the meaning of all this, looked ſometimes 


. on the one and ſometimes on the other, with all the 
___ tokens of the utmoſt amazement, without being able 
'to ſpeak one fſyilable ; which gave Florimel the Op- 
portunity of unravelling the whole myſtery of the 
affair, as ſhe had before promiſed Melanthe to take 
upon herſelf to do. | | | 


In ſpite of the little reſentment Murcio at frf 


' conceived for the trick had been put upon him, he 


could not forbear ſmiling within himſelf at the inven- 
tion of the contriver; and the wit and fpirit with 
which that young lady talked to him upon it, very 
much contributed to bring him into good humour ; 
but that which entirely reconciied him to the wed- 
ded pair, was the confideration that Dorimon was 
wholly ignorant of the plot till after the marriage was 
concluded, and the aſſurance Melanthe” gave him, 
that ſhe was far from any intention to deceive him, 
but had flattered heiſelf with the hope that Conrade 
would have broke the engagement, without mention- 
Ing to him the reaſons he had for doing fo. 

_ Though to have married his daughter to Conrade 


' would have ſaved him fix thouſand pounds, yet the 
many ill conſequences wich would, probably, have 


attended ſo diſproportionate a match now occurring 


to his mind, which before he had not thought upon, 
made him not only contented, but rejoviced that this 


change of hands had happened, and he could not 
forbear - kiſſing and hugging Florimel ſor being the 


| chief author of it. | 


Every one now endeavoured to ountvie the other 
in giving teſtimonies of their good humour ; among 
the many gay and gallant things ſaid by Dorimon on 
this -occaſion, he proteſted to keep his French 


. to 
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to of the guod they had done for him, and never 


wear them but on the anniverſary of that happy 
day which gave his dear Melanthe to his arms. | 


On falling afterwards into ſome diſcourſe, con- ' 


cerning the oddneſs of the accident which had 
brought about a marriage, fo little thought of by 
either of the parties, yet fo agreeable to both, as 
well as to their friends, Murcio expreffed himfelf in 
this manner : | | ; 

Murcio. * ] cannot help thinking that there is 
« ſomething peculiarly remarkable in this tranfaRtion, 


and looks as if the hand of Heaven had dircQted- 


« 
© the accompliſhment, which makes me hepe the 
© conſequence will make good the old proverb, that 
 Bleffedis the wooing _ | 
'Thar's not long a doing. 
Florimel. © I dare almoſt engage my own life for 


are ſo exaQly ſuited to each other, that neither of 
them are fit for any body elſe ; and now I conſider 
on it, am amazed that in the long acquaintance 
they had together, this buſineſs never came into 
either of their heads till chance put it there.” 

Dorimon. * Nay, ſiſter, I am-now convinced by 
the tranſport and pleaſing fiutter at my heart, on 
the offer Murcio made ot his daughter, that I was 
then patſionately in love with her, tho* without 
knowing I was ſo. ; 


" ee Fo RE Ru HT 


Go.» 


Melanthe. © And if you had been as indifferent to. 


me, as I then thonght you were, I thould not 
certainly have been fo ſoon and fo eaſily perſuaded 
to be yours.” | 


A 


A 


' Murcio, * Well,— all things bave happened for | 


the beft, and there is notning now wanting to 
complete my fatisf2&tion but the clearing up Me- 
lanthe's innocence to Conrade.— I ſhould be glad 
* he were here. 5, FOG 
The word was ſcarce out of his mouth, when a 


.. 


ſervant came into the room and informed him, that. 


the perſon he had mentioned was below, on which 
he o1dered he ihould be immediately introduced. . 
| he 
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the mutual happineſs of theirs ;— their humours 
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The old gentleman, who had heard nothing of 
what had happened, nor ſeen Murcio ſince the con- 
verſation with him, repeated in a former chapter, 

| had been 'mpatlent to know the ſucceſs of his propo- 
ſakro Dorimon, and finding he did not return to town 
as uſual, made him- this vitit at *****, jn order to 
oo F- . . oO cd Ro 

He had not advanced above half way into the 
room, when Murcio preſented the bride and bride- 
groom to him; and told him he had been juft wiſh- 
ing for him to congratulate the nuptials. Do” 
 Comgde endeavoured to compoſe himſelf enough 
_ to ſalute them with the accuſtomed forms ; but as 
he had not in his heart believed that Dorimon would 


be prevailed upon to marry Melanthe, tho' he had 


adviſed her father to make the experiment, was ſo 
muck ſurpriſed on finding the affair concluded, that 
| he conld not forbear teſtitying it in his looks, as well 
_ as by crying out, x | 

__ Conrade. * What! married! 

Florimel, * Yes, fir, — they are married,— the 
© inciffoluble knot 1s tied ;— for which all due 
* thanks be given to your fortunate miftake.” _ 
| Conrade. * My miſtake, madam ;— pardon me if 
* I do not comprehend your meaning.” _ 
 Deorimon. © ] believe you do not, fir ;— yet it i; 
* to your miftaking another for me, that 1 am in- 
* Gebted for being in poſſeilion of a happineſs which 
«* otherwiſe I muſt have ſolicited for a long ſeries of 
« time, and perhaps at laſt never have obtained ;— 
« T do affure you, fir, I never preſumed to entertain 
one Wiſh to the diſhonour of Melanthe, and was 
+ fleeping in my own bed when you imagined me 
4 juſtrifen from her arms,” | | | 
 MMurcio. * He tells you nothing but the truth ;— 
* he is innocent,— ſo is Melanthe ;— but here. 
* flands her gallant ;— here is the author of this 
4 enigma, en | 


In 
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. In concluding theſe words, which he had uttered 
with the moſt chearful air, he patted Florimel upon 


the theek, and gently puſhed her towards Conrade ; 


but that gentleman was now in ſuch a conſternation, 


that he ſcarce knew where he was, 'much leſs had 
the power of diſtinguiſhing the ſenſe of any thing he. 


either ſaw or heard, till Florimel related to him, in 


her ſprightly faſhion, every particular of that ſtra- 


tagem, which had occaſioned the breaking off the in- 
tended match between him and Melanthe ;— Murcio 


alſo, and Dorimon, averring the truth of what ſhe 
faid, he began at laſt, to ſee clearly into the whole _ 
affair ;3— after which Melanthe, with a great deal 
of modeſty and ſweetneſs, addrefſed herſelf to him 


in theſe terms ++. | On 
Melanthe:* T hope, fir, you will pardon the de- 


* ception put upon you, as I was conſtrained to _ 
' purſue ſo extraordinary a method, to avoid a 
© thing which, in the end, muſt have been no lefs 
© difagreeable to you than to myſelf :—- I ſhall al- 

* ways acknowledge my obligation to the generons 


* offer your affeQtion made ; but love, fir, is not in 
* our power, — if it were, my gratitude to you, the 


© conſideration of my own intereſt, and the qduty 


© owing to my father, would certainly have inſpired 
me with it”. Eg 


Conrade. * Say no more, ſweet lady. Iam 
' aihamed of my paſt folly, and only with you would _ 
' exert all the influence you have over your witty 


* ſhe-gallant, not to expoſe this tory in print yo T 


* ſhould be forry, methinks, to ſee myſelf in a novel 


* or play.” 


Flrimel. * No, no, fir, you need be under no. 
' apprehenfions on that ſcore,— I would not, for my_ 
' own ſake, have the world know I put on breeches, 
* leſt my huſband, when I get one, ſhould be_ 


afraid I would attempt to wear them afterwards.” 


Thig 
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Phis reply of Florimel's ſer the whole compiny 
mtoa fit of laughter, and would doubtleſs have becy 
the occaſion of many pleaſant repartees, if the butlet 
had not that inſtant ' given-them a ſummons to the 
next room, where was a table elegantly ſpread with 


every thing: ſuitable. tothe ſeaſon ;— but as I could 


not partake with them of any of the delicactes I fay 
before me, TI thought it beſt to leave. the houſe, 6 
accordingly I flipped out, plucked off my Belt, went 
Into a boat, and ordered the waterman to row as 
_ faſt as poiſlible to London; where being arrived, | 
contented mylelf with ſuck tare as my own- homely 

board afforded, a 

Not many weeks from this adyenture had elapſed, 
before I heard, that Florimel was married toa yourg 
| pores who for ſeveral years ſhe had loved, an 
by whom the was: equally. beloved ;— my infatiaie 
curioſity, on this information, led me. to inquire into 
the hidden. cawſe which had ſo Jong delayed the con 
pletion of [their mutual wiſhes; and by ways aud 
 means.too tedious to be here inſerted, I at laſt diſcos 
wered it tobe ſuch as attracted my higheſt eſteem aud 

admiration... GT 
| Dorimon had been a little extravagant in his equi- 
page and way of living while on his travels ;— her 
whole fortune lay in his hands, and if called out, 
which in all probability would bave been the caſe if 
The had married, he muſt bave been obliged to mert: 
gage ſome part of his eſtate for the payment ;— It 
was therefore to fave her brother, from ſo great an 
inconvenience, that this. generous young lady hid 
been deaf to all the ſolicitations of a beloved lcyrr, 
_ and the. ſoft pleadings: of her own heart, till Mclan- 
the's. fortune coming into the family removed the 
only impediment to her wiſhes, _ Tt 
"Thus, by the moſt unſeen, undreamed of . means, 
does Providence diſpoſe, every thing for. the advan- 
tage of its favourites: — Florimel, by her wit and 
contrivance to ſerve her ſar friend, without pro- 
ofing the leaſt intereſt to herſelf, or even imagin 
Ing the could have any, not only brought about ber 
to brotlk&'s 
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brother's happineſs, but met her own reward in 
the accompliſhment of her felicity. | 
Theſe two ſamilies lived together in the moſt 
perfect harmony, and Murcio, who 1s little leſs 
tgnd of Florimel than. of his own daughter, paſſes 
mvſt of his time among them ; Conrade alſo is 
extremely intlmate with both, infomuch that it 
_ is thought he will, at his' deceaſe, divide. a good _ 
part of his large fortune. between. them. » 


wa BOOK 1. 
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| In which the author introduces. himſelf 10.the public 
by ſome letters he has received from unrequeſted 
correſpondents, and the anſwers he gives to them. 


'T H O©' I am very certain of the honour and 
| 4 ftrict probity of my editor, and believe he 
employs none, eſpecially in any thing relating to 
the preſs, but ſuch whoſe integrity may be de-_ 
ef as upon, yet, I know not how it is, but the 

title of this work has, by fomie means or other, 
taken air, and I perceive has ſounded an alarm 
in the ears of thote who bluih to be told of. what 
they do not bluiſh to att ; for before the firſt yo- 
lume was near half completed, ſeveral letters from 
different hands were leit for me at the Printing- 
Office ; ſome of which I think it highly proper 
to. inſert, as-I have no other way of communi- 
cating my ſentiments to the authors of them, and 
thall leave it to the public to judge impartially | 
between us.. oe | 


LETTER 
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LETTER I. To the InvisisLe Spy. 


« Mr. InvisIBLE, | | 
AM a fair enemy, and feorn to cut any 
man's throat without firft telling him I in- 

tend to do ſo:—1I therefore ſend this before 


the publication of your book, to give you 


warning not to put any thing into it that may 
affront the honourable ſociety of Bucks, of 
which I am not only a member, but at preſent 
the Preſident: What if we appear a: little 
terrible to filly people, and ſometimes, for 
ſport's ſake, overturn a chaife, or joſtle an old 
man or inſignificant woman into the kennel, 


| beat the watch, break the windows of houſes, 
or rob the watchmen of their lanterns; we 


look upon ourfelves as abſolute ſovereigns of 
all Youre places, and will not ſuffer a- repri- 
mand from any paltry ſcribbler of you all ; for 


whatever we may happen to do, either on the | 


Road, in the Mall, or the Street ;—take notice 
alſo, that the leaſt provocation offered to any 
one of us incurs the reſentment of the whole 
body, and we have unanimouſly ſworn to make 
a dreadful example of you if found culpable 
this way ;—hope not to eſcape, —we ſhall trace 


you to. your lurking hole,—pluck off your caſe 
of Inviſibility, and hack you into atoms ; 
vengeance is the word, —mark that, and trem-_ 


ble how you offend OE 
| « ABvcx.” 
In anſwer to this terrible gentleman I ſhall on- 


ly fay, that tho' I am no. friend to fighting, ef- 
pecially with horned animals, yet I am not cow- 
| ard enough to be ſo far intimidated by his me- 
naces as to eraſe any thing I have once wrote ; 
if therefore he finds nothing in this work con- 


ceming | 
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cerning the fraternity of which he boaſts being a 
member, he may aſſure himſc!f that it is merely 
becauſe 1 look on all the adventures they are-en- 
paged in, as too low and too trifling for the 
entertainment of my readers — 


LETTER I. To the Aurnox of the In- 
© VISIBLE OY. | | 


« STR, FP ny | | 
« HERE are a fet of men about this 
« [ town who pick up a pretty tolerable liv- 


« ing by infpeCting into the ſecrets of the preſs ;_ 
« —they are a ſort of Spies as well as yourſelf, 
« and as Inviſible as you can pretend to be ;—_ 
« they find means to fteal the title of every new 
© book long before it is advertiſed, and almoſt as 
« ſoon as the letters which form it are put to- 
« gether by the compoſitor ; it 1s by one of thoſe. 
« very uſeful perfons I am informed of the work 
you have in hand, and being apprehenſive that. 
« It may contain ſome things which had much 
« heiter be concealed than made known, I take 
the liberty to offer you my ſentiments upon 
it, previous to the publication, as on hearing, 
my reaſons, you ſhall find neceſſary and proper. 

« In the firſt place, fir, I would have you con- 
« fer, that whatever is bad either in the af- 
tairs of private fanulies or in national concerns, 
may poſſibly be made much worſe, bur can 
never be amended by being expoſed ;—ill for- _ 
tune let it come in what ſhape it will, caa. 
get nothing by complaints but a -ſhort-lived 
pity ; and when that- is over, inſults and con-. 
tempt are ſure to enſue:—it is prudence,. 
therefore, to make a good appearance as long 
* a3 we Can ; and, according to the vulgar adage, 
< let the evil day take care for its fel, _ 


cC 


« It 
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« Tt is with great propriety that writers who 
preſume to cavil, and find fault with the ma- 
nagement of thoſe at the helm, are compared 


to curs barking at the Moon ; 'for the Ad-m-n, 
like that planet, ſecure in its own height, de- 


ſpiſing ali arrows ſhot from the inferior world, 


moves on in the ſame uninterrupted courſe it 
| has begun, and will continue to do fo, except 


ſome ſudden revolution ſhould happen among 
the ſtars, and the diſpoſition of nature be en- 
tirely changed. 


« What avails, therefore, all theſe Rr PR 


that from time to time have been threwn out 


againſt the miniſtry ?—this preſuming to can- 
_ vaſs every bill brought into parliament, and 
' grumbling at them after being enaCted into. 
laws, fince, in ſpite of all that can be faid or 
wrote, things will te as they are ?—The wie 


of all ages agree, that happineſs is ſeated in 


| content, and if this be true, the good people 


of England need only think themſelves happy, 


to be fo.—This fortunate zra might preſently 


arrive, if the commonalty would once ceaſe 


affecting to be thought politicians, and every 


one fay with Mr. Pope, 


th fpite of pride, i in erring reaſon's ſpite, 
One truth is clear, —whatever Is,—1s right. 


by But to come to the point ;—yOu muſt know, 


fir, I have the honour of a ſeat in the preſent 


' parliament, and hope to have the ſame in the 


enfuing one ; but being conſcious of having 
been pretty ſtrenuous in bringing about ſome 


things not very popular, particularly the bill in 


relation to the Naturalization of the Jews, 1 
ſhould be glad to have that mattes brought as 
little as poſſible upon the tapis ;—not- that [ 


fear being rechoſen, —but it will coſt me more 


money j—70u underſtand me ;—my coaftitueny 
cc Wl 
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{ will fell their voices at a much higher price ; 
« 3nd, it way be, ſome few of them not be 
« prevailed -upon to fell at all. 55 
« | earneſtly deſire therefore, that if you men- 
« tion any thing of this affair, it may be whotly 
« jn favour of the Iſraelites .;—ſet up the law of 
« Moſes in oppoſition to the rules of Chriftia- 
« nity ;—it will -be eaſy for you to ,prove your 
« argument by quotations out of ſome ingenious 
« pamphlets publiſhed within theſe few years: 
« your .compliance with this requeſt will oblige? 
« me to recommend your book among all my 
« friends, and to .do you every other good office 
« jn the power of, | 

«© SIR, -- | 

++ Your moſt humble 

_.* and obedient ſervant, 

| | 4 FUDAa1Cvus.” 


Tam ſorry this gentleman has given himſelf the 
trouble to write ſo long a letter to ſo little pur- 
poſe ;—I am a. very old-faſhioned fellow, I revere_ 
| the old teſtament, but endeavour to act according 
to the precepts of the new, ſo conſequently can 
be no friend to the profeſſed enemies of it; 
thall take .care, however, not to offend any mem- 
ber of the honourable houſe of commons ;—I1 


thall be ſo wile, at- leaſt while I keep in re mem- 
brance the fate of M— y. | 


LETTER I. TothelvvisisLe Sey, 


To 1 So - 72 
" FT AM lhocked. and ſcandaliſed beyond: meafure 
* 4 at your title, and ſo 1 believe 1s every body 
* elſe that hears it :—What but the very Devil in- 
© Carnate can have tempted you to aſſume one ſo 
© ungracious to all degrees of people ?-—An Inviſi- 
© ble Spy !—why, it is a charater more to be 
* dreaded than an Exciſe, a Cuſtom-houſe or a 
" dherif's Officer ;— nay, than even a King's 
: | « Meſſenger : 
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\ 


«c. 


C- 


Meſſenger : —human prudence | has taught. v} 


to elude the fcrutiny of all known examiner; 


but who can guard againft what they do nat 


fee ?-—You may be at our very elbows without 


our knowing you are ;—you may explore all 
the neceffary arts and myſteries of our ſever] 
avocations, without our having it in our power to 
bribe you to ſecrecy :— What therefore can you 
expect, as there 1s no other way of dealing with 
you, but to have your book damned the firſt mo- 
ment of its publication ; and to be plein with 


you, I, who am an author 25 well as your- 
ſelf, have already, at the requeſt of ſome lezd- 


ing men, prepared a thing for the preſs which 
will effeQtually do your buſineſs ?—As a bro- 
ther of the quill, however, | think 1t becon- 
ing in me to give you this timely notice, and 
litewiſfe to adviſe you to cancel all ſuch pages, 
as upon a ſtriQt examination you ſhal) find way 
pollivly be conſirued into a libel,—whether the 
matters they contain are founded either upon 
truth or &Qion ;—you know very well that the 
one 1s liable te the fame puniſhment 2s the 
other ; with this difference only, that the tor- 
mer. being the moſt fiinging, is, generally fpezt- 
ing, treated with the moſt ſeverity ;—I have 
heard fome menaces thrown out apeinſt you! 
and  ſmcerely with you may eſcape the ets, 
and meet with no other chaftifement for you! 
folly, than what you will receive from the p*: 


6 SenmepLERIVUE. 


I ſhall defer giving my fentiments on my Þ7otae! 


zuthor's doughty epiſtle, "till I find myſelf obliged 


to dediare them in an anfver tw the treatiſe will 


which he threatens . me, 2s one trouble will ufice 


for both. 


-LETTEL 


«8TR, 


yn II I e_i——— Iv ns - 5m——_ 
—_— * * 


THE INVISIBLE SPY. 169 


LETTER IV. From a lady to the Invi- 


SIBLE SPY. 


« MEVERAL of my acquaintance have taken 
« \) it into their heads, I ſuppoſe not without 
« ſpectal information, that there 18 a book coming 
« gut under the title I have prefixed” to this letter ; 
« —if there be in reality any ſuch work in the 
« nreſs, I take the liberty of telling the author, that 
« ] hope he has more good ſenfe and good man=- | 
« ners than to pry into the ſecrets of our ſex, 
« much leſs to Glow the example of a late writer 
* in expoſing to the world what he may happen 
« to find in ſome of our dreiling-rooms, cabinets, 
« and private alcoves. —Suppoſe a woman has the 
« misfortune to like another man better than her 
« huſband, —pawns her jewels to pay her debts 
* at play, — or is in the. books of her. mercer, 
« laceman, and miljiner, beyond her utmoſt ability 
* to clear ? —— theſe are all of them foibles 
* which ought to be excuſed, as they are the 
faſhion, and one thould be looked upon as a 
« creature of the laſt age to be wholly fiee from ; 
«* —ſo, dear Inviſible, 1 would have you con- 
« ſider, that the want of politeneſs in your ſex, 
IS much more ridiculous than the want of chaſ- 
tity and economy is in ours :—flattery and ho- 
mage are the privilege of womankind, and if x 
father, an uncle, or a brother, aſſumes to him- 
ſelf the right of correQting any miſtakes we are 
guilty of, we are ſu:e to hate him for it in our 
hearts ;—if therefore there be any one of us 
whom you would wiſh to be well with, you 
* muſt conceal the faults of the reſt. 
| « Yours &c, 
ERRONIA,” 


LO 


Vor. I. 5 I am 


<« ke CO ee ee en reeds i. ans 


Ve ting ;— the article-of gaming is fo. popular a fub- 
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Go. am afraid that T-Thall have but a.very indifferen; 
__ chance for a-place in the good graces of this lacy. 


Þut as there are others, I hope the/greateſt numhe;, 


_ of an oppoſite way of thinking, I ſhall the more ec. 
_ ly confole myſelf. NE 


LETTER V. To the Invisrnie Sev. 


©*« Mr. InvisIBLE, . 
<< RK YOTHING is more abſurd. in effe&t, than 
©. A YN for-people to take all opportunities of rail- 
-« ing -againft that which they are continually prac- 


« ject, that tho' you may hke the amuſement a; 
.«< well as any body, I ſcarce doubt but to fatirize 
« it makes fome part of your lneubrations ; but how 
« bold ſoever you may be -with the ſweetners ant 
« common gamblers, who have no other depen- 
« dence for their bread, |] wonld have you beware 
« how you meddle with-perſons-of rank and fortune: 


<« — if by my addreſs im the turning -of a card 1 


« win five hundred-or a thouſand jpieces, of a fellow 
« who has the vanity to imagine he has as much 


4+ ſkill as myſelf, it is only for. the pleaſure of (cir- 


« cumventing, yand then laughing at him, 'not 


 * through the love of Jucre :— no, ' I would hare 


.< you know, fir, I fcorn money, and only 'put it 
«© my pocket till I can find a proper object to beftow 
< it upon, and the next:needy woman of the town 
« ] come in company with, 'toſs the fools pence into 
4 her lap ;— or perhaps ſet half a dozen of the poor 
« devils a ſcrambling tor jt ;— I remember that one 
« night, in very coid weather too, I made a whcle 
« covey of them ſtiip: naked as they -were born, and 
< run ;galloping the whole length of Pall-mall ater 


 -< ſeven or eight: hundred moidores T threw out of a 


«< tavern window.— If you pretend theſe are not 
< generous ations, you will be thought a filly old 


 « Put, and your book not worth a farthing.— 50 10 


<* more from Tr « Yours, 
* As I Jhall find you deſerve. 


v RaKELOVE. 
| | 1 


\ 


a wy. eo CD 0D...” ww ws" 7, ww, cD.—_ 
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If Mr. Rakelove's letter had reached my hands 


before theſe volumes were completed, it might have 


faved me the trouble of expoſing the bulineſs of 

cheating at play, by having done it ſo efteQtually him- 

ſelf. | | le Egg : 
LETT ER VI. To the InvisiBLE Sev, 


« STR, 


« FT HEAR you are going to ſet forth a new book, 


« Þ and from the title of it have ſome reaſon to ap- 
« prehend you will be no leſs bitter in your expreſ- 
« ſions than ſome others have been againſt a nation 
« which defires nothing more than to live in the moſt 
« perfe&t concord and amity with yours, I beg leave 
« to expoſtulate a little with you on that occaſion.” 


« I thought you chriſtians valued yourſelves upon 
« aQts of benevolence, charity, and good-will to all 


* men; and that to root out the feeds of envy and 


« malice from your hearts was a main part of your 


* religion ;— Wherefore then is all this rancour 
*« againſt the Hebrews ?— How can you profeſs the 
« leaſt true regard for Abraham, or any of the Pa- 
* triarchs, when you grumble to admit their poſte- 
* rity as fellow-citizens within your walls ?— How 
* can you place the venerable portraitures of Moſes 
« and Aaron in your temples, yet grudge. that the 


« people they delivered from the houſe of bondage 


*« ſhould ſhare with you in the milk and honey of 
« your land ?— What if we crucihed the man you 


* worſhip as your God ?— Whet if we Gdiſbelieve 


* and ridicule the miracles you. aſcribe to him, de- 


& ny his reſurreQion, -and in our ſynagogues utter 
* ſome things which you call blaſphemy, our prin- 


* Ciples, in matters of. faith, have.no relation to 
* thoſe of loyalty to the king, or locial converſation 


© with our neighbours ?— We can be as good ſub- 


« je&ts and as merry companions as any Chriitian.of 
* yau all ;— theiwant of either of theſe virtues can- 
* not be imputed to us. o 


I 2 « There 


:-- BE 
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« 'There are many of you, indeed, T believe the 
* greateſt number, who put religion quite out of 
the queſtion, and yet cry out that their rights and 
*< properties witl be invaded ; that when once we 
«* have the liberty of being incorporated with you, 
ſuch numbers of us will flock hither from all parts 


« of the worid, that we thall, by degrees, engroſs 


« all the trade of the kingdom; to which I anſwer, 


«© —that if we ihould do fo, the fault will be wholly in 


<< yourſelves ;— if you work and fell as cheap as 
« we do, you wall have the fame chance for buf- 
« Heſs;— and as for thoſe who ſhall be obliged to 
<< ſhut up their ſhops, they will always find employ- 
<© ment among us, eithgr as journeymen or menia] 
* ſervants :;— a taylor or a barber would make 4 
« good valet de chambre; a merchant, a wine- 
< cooper, a vintner, or a diſtiller, could not fail of 
<« being an excellent butler ;— a jeweller, a gold- 
« ſmith, a mercer, a haberdaſher, a woollen or a 
<< linen-draper, would be a ſpruce footman :— in 
«« fine, there is no one perſon, of any occupation 


© whatever, that might not, if he is not too proud or 


*« too lazy, earn his bread under our hofpitable 
« roofs. bh or ns 
_ « Asyon are an author, I muſt believe yon to be 
« a man of ſenſe, and therefore flatter myſelf that 
<« the arguments I have alledged will have ſome 
4 weight with you. — I am, 
«6 With all due reſpec, 
| as» a 

«© Your moſt obedient 

_ « humble ſervant, 
<4 Bnmmer BENnzaARA,” 


'' My aafbier to Benzara may be found in the re- 
turn I made to the letter of Judaicus, fo T have on- 
ly to thank this conſiderative and beneficent Hebrew 
for the handſome proviſion he propoſes for the trad- 
ing part” of my countrymen, tho' I hope they never 
will have occaſion to accept it. 


LETTER 
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FETTER VI. To the InvisrnLe Srv. 


«++ Honoured fir, Os 
EING told you are a very extraordinary 
perſon, and can fee every thing and not be _ 
ſeen yourſelf, 1t is likely that cnance or delign may 
ſome time or other bring you ro my houſe; as [ 
live in. a genteel part of the town, keep ſeveral 
« ſervants, and am viſited by people of the beſt 
« faſhion and repute. _ | | | 
*«* You muſt know, fir, that I paſs for a well 
join.ured widow, but in realty was never mai- 
ried In my liie, and have no other dependence 
than the tavour of ſome worthy gentlemen and 
laules, who I frequently oblige with 3 bea ar the 
moderate rate of three guineas per night... mT, 
* Among the reit of my guod cuttomers there 
« are two ſiſters: of diſtintion, who have each of 
*« them their particular favourites, ano always meet 
them at my houſe ;— one of them is married to 
a man who is as jealous of her as the devil; and 
it he ſhould get the leatt intimation of her intrigue, 
and that I am privy to it, he would blow me up. 
and ruin me for ever. | 
* ] therefore beg and beſeech you, fir, that it 
you make any diſcoveries of this nature, you 
will not Civulge it to any ſoul in the world, much. 
leſs not put it into your bock ; and 1n return for 
this ſavcur, be afſured thar you, and any friend 
you ſhall bring with you, ſhall be welcome to the 
beſt apartment in my houſe, with a hot boiled 
chicken and a bottle of wine into the bargain.-— 


«« 


« Depending on your honour, 
S. 01K; | 
« Your moſt devoted 

&« humble fervant, 

46 SusanNAa PRIN?" 


I 3 This 


P ” at Rog 


_ any nutchict in families. 
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This good gentlewoman's requeſt 1s come tog 
late to be complied with ;— the will find, however, 
if her avocation allows her time for the peruſal of 
theſe volumes, that I have carefully avoided making 


i have alfo received another letter from a young 


Tady, too tedious ard too little intereſting to be pre- 


ſented to the public, ſo ] thall only give the heads 
of it, with my opinion on the matter it contains, 

_ She is very prejiing with me to clear her reputa- 
tion, which, as ſhe fays, ſufiers much in the world 
without being guilty of any real crime ; but by the 
account the pives of herſelf, even tho? ſhe Jhould 
be as perfeftly innocent mn {a as the pretends, ard 


as I hope ſhe 18, I can fee very little merit in the vi;- 


tue ſhe fo much boaſts of, much leſs expeRt that any 

tiing I can urge will put to filence the cenſures The 

eomplains of, | 
When a ycung woman, well horn, genteely bred, 


and acculomed in her childhood to converſe with - 


peiions of concliion, can conceſcen:} to keep compa» 
By, and cppeer in all public places with the meaneft 
and moſt abandoned of ber ovn ſex, and ſuffer herſelf 


to be tieated In taverns by thofe of the other with 


whon) the hed no accueintance, nor had cyer ſecn he- 
fore, wiat can be alledged in vincication of her de- 
licacy, her prudence, or her modeſty ? 4. 

5 e lays that bci father, in his Jaſt moments, 
put a Eagger into her hands, with a ftrit charge to 
<ccp and uic it in delence of her chaſtity if attacked ; 
but Coes not add that fhe eyer had any occat.on tor 
exerting the heroine in this manner ;— fo it ſeems to 
we that in _rumberie!s dangers the confeſſes to have 
Leen 11nGeb.ed ior protection mercly to chance, or'to 
2n uncommon {hare either of honuur, or co!dneſs ct 


- Conliitution in the wen with whom ihe entrufed her- 


ſelf. | | 
Upon the whole, all thar can be ſaid in her ſavorr 


is, that want of thought, the love of pleaſure, ard. 


varic'y of company, betrayed her into a condut ſhe 
| | 10s 
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too late ſecs and repents'the folly of, and which will 
be better retrieved by a ſuture regularity of behavi- 
our than by 2 any valre excuſes for the pait. 


CHAP. Il. 


Cntains the hiſtor ”y of a very extraofdinary Jeairel 
and aljo of ſome other pretty particular occurrences 
which the author was witneſs of, in an Inviſible 
viſt he made 16 the neſt favourite part of the fas 
miy of a lady of * diftin#lion. 


| FREQUENT LY frrol] thro' the town, with my 

invi ibac Belt cioie gut about me, not always 
with a view of making any GO Fares, Hut metcly | 
to enjoy the freedom ot my thougi, . wrhout being 
interrupted by the 1mpertinent how-d' ye's of ſome 
who might meet and know me by day,. and to be 
ſafe from the ſalutation of rhe _ and celiver, — in- 
reſtors of the feet by night, with whom I was no 
leſs inclined to'engage in con x og tan { ain to com- 
ply with their unieafonate and unjuit Cemancs. 

In theſe unmeaning ranbles I ſometimes flum-" 
b'ed upon adventures no lets entertaining tan many 
of thoſe | kad ſought aſter, and took fo much Pains 
to exnlore the hi; iden ſource of. 

F will: .not, however, pretend to prom wie that 
this I am now about to TECHE is either ſo improving 
or fo pleaſing as ſeveral others prefented to the pub- 
lie 1n this waik 3 but be that as it ſhall happen,— the. 
candid reader w il accept of things as they fall uncer 
iny obſervation, and content himfcif with ſuch as are 


les agreeable, for the fake of thoſe he thall { nd 
much more to his tate. 


Even life a kind of chequer-work appear , 
A round of J0y, of grict, of kopes, and ferr 
The good, the bad, the wiſe with Patience bear, 
W elcome the former, and the latter Gare.” 
Mars Ton. 


e 


I 4 | I was 
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I was going through a narrow lane one day, and 
aw a great concourſe of the meaner ſort of people 


_ gathered together about a little door, which then 


teemed to me, and I afterwards found, was the ave- 
nne_ to ſome ſtables or coach-houſe; as I did not 
Imagine that perſons of the appearance theſe were 
could be aſſembied on any matter worthy of my at- 
tention, I ſhould ſcarce have ſtopped to make any 
inquiry into it, if, | juſt as I came near the place 
where they ſtood, they had not been joined by ſome 
others, whoſe interrogatories awakened my curioſi- 


ty. os | 
The firſt that ſpoke was a broad ruddy-faced wo- 


man, with tattered garments, ungirt and Jocſely 
flowing, as was her hair, which hung down to her 


brows ;— her hecls the length of half a {pan behind 


Her thoes; anc, in fine, every mark about ker that 


denoted her a true devotee to Bacchus, to whom, 
though it was ſcarce mid-day, and not the uſual 
time for the performance of his rites, ſhe had been 


_ pientifully ſacrificing, in fuch ligquor as lacies of her 


rank are wont of late years to be regaled with ;— her 
words were thefe © un tn PRE, 
Fir/? Woman. * What the devil's to be done here? 


© -— Is there ary thing to be ſeen?” 


tothis a rcbuft fellow, who by his appearance l 
took to be a carman or a waggoner, replied in theſe 
| 988. WP Ny 
terms : 


Firft Man. * Ay, marry,— the fineſt ſhew, by 


© report, that ever you ſaw in your whole life, or 


* may ever ſce again.” | | 
Second Woman, * Whatis it ” cp 
Third Woman. * Why where have you lived, 


© that you have not heard that one of lady Marvell's 


* Gogs is dead, and lies 1n ſtate till the burial ?” 
One of the new comers, on this 1ntelltgence, 


clapped her hands and cried out : | 


Fourth Woman. * Lord !— Lord! a Gog lie in 


© ſlate ;— what will this world come to ?” 


Second Man. * To no good I am afraid :;— but 
© theſe quality think they may do any thing ;—if 


© it 
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© jt had been a poor man's child, I warrant it TO | 
© lie above ground, and be ſent to the pariſh for a 

* grave, for any care her ladythip would take about 
EM F_- 

Omnes. * Ay, ay, {fo they might indeed.” 

An arch wag, who was an apprentice in the 

neighbourhood, on hearing what was faid, thruſt. 
himſelf i in among them, and in a freeing voice ſpoke 
thus: 
Apprentice. © Oh ſye, you ſhould treat a perſon 
* of quality's dog with more reſpect ;— befides, 1 
© have been told that the deceaſed was lineally de- 
© ſcended, by the fide of his dam, from a favourite 
« bitch of Oliver Cromwell's, who was lord pro- 
* tector of England, and that his fire came over 

' from Holland with an officer belonging to the 

* houſhold of king William, of immortal memory. 

Second Woman. * What of all that, I am fure 1 
© lived ſervant in as worthy a family as any at all ; 
'— they. had a fine dog called Czfar, he was of 

' good king Charles's breed, — every body loved him, 
© he was ſuch 2 gentie cood-natured creature ;— 
© but they made no fuſs about him when he died ;— 
Che was thrown out upon the cunghill, and there 
' lay till ſomebody ſtole him away for the fake of his 
* ſkin.” | 

[ co not doubt but niuch more would have been 
ſaid concerning the genealogy of the canine race, if 
the door Fad not been thrown. open 1ucden!y by a 
footman in deep mourning, who diſmiſſed a great 
number of thoſe that had been within, and at the tame 
time gave entrance to thoſe who had wai-ed without. 

[ accompanied theſe lait, being no leſs deſirous, 
tho” I believe for very different reaſous, of behold- 
ing ſo extraordinary a ſcene. 

A long paſſage between the ſtables brought us 
nto a ſpacious court yard, which having croſſed, 
our conductor ſhewed us into a magnificent houſe, 
and then into the theatre, where the farce I had 
heard ſpoke of was exhibited,— the walls of which 
were lined with black bays, as was alfo the floor and 
3. 3 : cicling ; 
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= cieling ;— the fight of Heaven was entirely exclyd- 


b ed thence; but hfty wax tapers, in filver ſconces, - 
K ' were placed at an equal diftance round the ro0M, 
: with a large luſtre in the middle, contatning ſome £0 
; twenty more, ſupplied the abſence of the ſun :— at __ 
the upper end ſtood a bler, with the coffin of the Ty 
decealed, both covered with black velvet, and on = 
the lid of the lat:er was fixed a ſilver plate with this " 
| inſcription on it : le- 
| C U.P I-D, | * 
Who came into this world April 2, 1 740, p 
' nc Ceparted September 12, 1753. _ 
_R- __ Helived beloved, and died Jamented, ot 
bS By ih 
=q | Lady MaxrveLL. 
1 | Ces | | | | x 
| On one ſide of the bier, and ncar the feet of the W 
corpie, fat a woman in deep mourning, bhoiung s 
watte hendEerchiel cloſe to her face, not to wipe of 7 
the tears, but to conceal the diſdain with which 1 T7 
was oyci fpread at the office impoſed on her. _ « 
i As we approached the bier, the footinan, who + 
i had been cu: cuice, lifted up the lid of the coffin, = 
l and oblised us with a view of the bod 'y ; and certain- C0 
ll ly there vever was a more truly ridiculous and c0- 
| mica! ſtght than the little black noſe of the creature, c, 
who was of the Dutch maſtiff kind, peeping, as 1! «] 
| | were, Gut of a ſhrowd of white Veretian fattin. _— 
if It was pleaſant enough to behold the Giifercnt at- "i 
Ii titndes of the ſeveral ſpectators ; ;— ſome liited up | 
it their har CS, and eyes in token of the utmoft aſlo- 
{ nifhment, — others bit their 1i,;s and ſhook ther «x 
I hea's, ſeeming both to deſpiſe and be enraged at {0 «4 
i E21egious @ piece of folly and extravagance ; while (1 
it others held the flaps of their coats or their aprons '9 6, 
'\ hide that kuglter, which they found 1 impoilibieto | 
q reſtrain; and foine there were who had their mouth: | 
l half open, ready to burſt into exclamatjens, had « 
1 they not been awed by the conſderation of the place « Þ 
[| they were in, and to which it is not to be coubtd By « 
| but 
| 
| 


Co 
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but that tiey plenrifully gave a looſe when they 


tund themſelves more at itberty to do fo. 
The perſon who had uſhered in this reſpeCab'e 


company faw them allo out ;—on the door being 


opened, another cluſter prefied for entrance, but 
were genied ; =the uniertaker' J ſervants, with two 
mourning coaches and fix, were now come, and the 


fineral p: ocetlion was ordered to ſet out for Mary- 


e-l -hon, where, as I atterwards heard, Cupid was 10 
be interred in a grave dug for hin in a heia near the 
pond. 


As I was willing to ſee the whole of this cere-- 


mony, I turned back into the room, and was 1mnnie- 
Gately followed by the footman, on which enſved 
thi Ciſcourle between him and the mock mourne: : 
Foetman, * Well, Mrs. Suſan, the thew 1s almoſt 
over now, and both of us hall loon have done 
aQing.? .. 

San, * Tt is high time ;—for my part, if it 


- 


- 


+ be confined to fit here for a whole day and a half, 
253 muce as a fih mourning over a dead Gog, and 
| expoſed to all the mob m the pariſh ,—iure never 
was fo prepoſterous a whim.” 

Fozt man, * I think, indeed, wy lady has' in this. 
as Colley fays, outdone all her uſual OutGOIngs '— 
however, we have no great reaſon to complain at 
* the w him, —we have each of us got a ne.” fvit of 
mourning (by. It, 

Suſan, * That makes ſome amends, 1 own.” 
Footman. * Ay, faith z=and I can tell you that 
poor Catherine has had a much worſe time, whye 
the has ſupplied your place in waiting upon the 
living dogs above-flairs, than you have had in pre- 
tencing to bewail the dead one below.” 

Suſan, * As how ?—what is the matter *' 


- 


- 


LS 


Lo 


Footman, * Why, my Jauy has done nothing but 


-, 


ſcold at her all this morning ;—the favs the heard 
Pompey howl laſt night, and ſhe js ſure his bed 
was not made eaſy ;—and that Pſyche could not 


LS 


$ 


eat 


were to have laſted longer I muſt infallibly bave 
* given cut, though I had loſt my place by it ;—to 


” _—— — —— 


tab at 


A © - - - -_ 
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* eat her breakfaſt becauſe it was not brought” up in 


© a china baſon?” 


_ San, © Oh this is nothing ;—don't you remem- 
© ber that her ladyſhip once threatened to turn me 
_ out of doors beczuſe ſhe catched me eating a bit 


« 
c 
* of a ſhoulder of mutton that was roaſted for theſe 
« 
« 


« plaguy dogs, when we ſervants had nothing for 
whole week together but tough cow-beet.” 
Foetmar, * That was becauſe her ladyſhip has 
that diſh at her own table ſometimes ;—and you 
know it 1s an eſtabliſhed maxim with her, that for 
ſervants to eat of the ſame vials their ſuperiors 
do, makes them ſawcy and affuming,—elſe ſo many 
good things would not be kept till they ſtink rather 
than we ſhould get a taſte” OS 
Suſan. * Hutſh,—huſh ;—I think T hear he 
* coming.” CN | 
The maid was not miſtaken,—a ruſtling of ls 


proclaimed her ladyſhip's approach, —ſhe entered 


that moment with haſty ſteps, contracted brows, and 
all the tokens of j!l|-humour and diſcontent ;—then, 


in an imperious tone, ſpoke to the footman. 


Lady Marvell, * | hear Mr. Grim does not think 
« fit to attend the funeral himfelf? LPs 

Foetman. * The poor man 1s not well, it ſeems, 
* madam, ſo hopes your ladyihip will excuſe him, as 
© he has ſent four of his beſt and moſt ſolemn look- 
* ing men to g0 with the coaches.” _ 
Lady Marvell, © 1 ſuppoſe the impudent fellow 
thinks it beneath him to attend the funeral of a 
dog ;—-ſuch mean ſouPFd wretches know not how 
to make any diitin&tion between the cur of a bey- 
gar and the fayourite of a woman of quality ;—but 
it js the laſt buria! he ſhall ever have out of my 
family,—and fo I ſhall tel] him when I pay his bill. 
—And you, fir, have you taken care that the grave 
is dug handſome and deep enough, that my poor 
creatuie may not be taken up for the ſake of his 
cofhn and ſhrowd 7 Te 


Foatman, 


292%... Sg. 19, HR. 5%... So 


l, 


* at leaſt? 


La 


to Carty me to lee m0n{icur Ls Clun depoſited in his 
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Furtman. * Yes, my lacy,—1 Fave orcers that it 
© ſhould be two feet broad and nine fect in the carth 


Lady Man well, © Gave orders,—gave orders ; and 
« what, Mr. Jackanapes, what hindered you from 
going to ſee if 11 was Cone as it ought to be ? 
Footman. * Yeur ladyſhip knows I was obligee. to 


LY 


© attend the door.” 


Lady Marvell. © You have always ſome pretence 
or other for not doing as you ſhould ;—ſervants are 
certainly the greateſt plagues 1n itle ;—but, as every 
thing 1s ready, call in the fellows to ſcrew up the 
cofin.—No, hold,—I muſt firſt take my leave of 
my poor dear creature ;—farewel, my pretty litile 
Cupid :—tis a ſad thing ,—but we mult al] Gie.— 
Suſan, as ſoon as the burial is over, come cirealy 
up to your other maſters and nuttteffes ; for they 
have been firangely ufed theſe two davs :;—never 
wes a woman of cuality's family fo hardled = 


Lad 


as” 


-. 


© Catherine 1s not fit to be. dog-4 maid to a COw- 
0. keeper; 


Her Iadyſhip u went out of the rcom in ſpeaking 


tavſe words, and the death-huntei's fervants were 


called in ;  —they brought with them a long mourning 
_ cloak and hat-band for the footman,-- a ſcarf for 
Virs. Suſan, and gloves for each of them ;---as ſoon. 


as they had faſtened up the coffin, which I perceived 
racy could not do witkout laughing, the proceſſion 
ſet out,---Mrs. Suſan bearing the coftin under a velvet 


pall upon her Jap, went in the firſt coach :---the 


frotman ſeated himſelf in the other, and the urder- 
tiker's ſervants walked on each ſide with their hands | 


upon the Coors, 


A gaping muſtitude, who could not think cf. 
re:urning to their own garrets or cellars without 
having been ſpeQators of all that was to be ſeen, - 
followed with a confuſed noiſe, grating enough to 
tie ears, but not at all unſuitable to lo 1iGiculous a 
ſolemnity. 


For my part, my curiof Ity did not extend ſo far as 


laſt 
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lai receptacle ;- -It did not, however, ſtop here ;-. 
the- truth 18, I promiſed myfeli with finding ſome. 
thing or ther in the upper apartments In this koute, 
no leis ex'ra07cinary than what T had been preſented 
with below ; - nor and my conjecures deceive me, 


as I believe the reader w i] readily allow, belore the 


concluſion of this chapter 

F was, iedecd, a little apprehenſive of a Gnfap- 
poirntim ent, when, ws having ſearched two hand- 
tome fore parlours, | aſcended to tae firſt floor and 
wandered through ſeveral rooms, 1 could neith r ſee 
nor hear any one living creature ;- -but at laft the 
«pn of lacy Marvell revived ny dying Ives 
tations ;-- ſhe ſtarted ou: frem a cloſet which 1 had 
not taken notice. or, at the ena of the gallery, and 
went haſtily vp another pair of fairs : 1 purſued her 
ſteps with ecual expect ion, ard cnterced with her 
11to a ſpacious cig3rtber, the furniture of which 1 
ſhall give a deſcription of to the beſt of my remom- 
brance. ; 

There were no fewer than "RESTS beck of dhe» 
rent ſizes, the laigefſt not exceeding three feet and a 


half in height and two in bieadri ; but all + pes 


excremely neat and faſhionable, with cvitains, valleys, 


gy baſes; each liad a mattrefs, a quilted COVer:ng, 

a pillow and fine holland ſhceis; four ciuina foup 
d1ſhes, full of clear water, were placed wn the four 
corners of the room, and in the miadle ſtood a 
mokhogany table of about two yargs long but pretty 
narrow, ard abench on each fide covered with the 


beft fort of Dutch matting ;---I thould have been 
Arrangely puzzlcd to have puelſed the meaning of 


© Ny ONC thi; g 1 ſaw here, if the d GOgS, whoſe apart- 
ment tt was, had been abſcnt. 
Would one not rather have thought that thus was 


ſme part of a Lilliputian palace, and theſe beds, 


intended for the repoſe of noblemen attending on 
the king's p-r{on, than a kennel for brutes [.-but 1 
ſhall forbear any animaaye: tions of my own at this 
time, and procecd to rclate what happened after my 

entrance 
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entrance in'o a place whici I confeſs hlled me with 
much aftorithmenr. 

A maid, whom I ſoon aferwares found to be th 
{me I had heard mention y voy the footman in his 
diſcourte with Suſan, was fitr Ing la low Cair, with 
a laige tray betore her fl ld wiih a great ruimber of 
combs, one of which ſhe was then inaking ute of in 
{moot hing and fetting 11 oraer the heir of 'a fine ſpa- 
niel ſhe held upon her Jap ;---lady MarveH, fecing 
what the was about, ſaid to her with great pce- 
vithneſs : | | 
Lady Marvell. * A fine time of Gay, inceec, for 
what you are about ;---my family of c;eatures ought 
all to have been ſpruced up and adjuſted three 
hours ago ;---but I ſuppoſe you were fleeping in 
your bed, when you ought to haye been waiting. 
© on them.” | 

Then drawing a little nearer 10 her,—ard ſceing 
the comb the was uſing, ſnatched it out of her hand, 
and fruck it into her face with ſuch force that the 
blood flarted out from every pore, crying at the 
fame time : | | 

Lady Marvell. * Monfeer, how dare you touch 

+ Hector with this comb ?” 

—_ Waid. © Indeed, my Jady, they were all here; | 
did not know any Gltference.” | 

Lady Marvel". * You lye, hufſy, and you muſt 
have heard that all my dogs have each of them a 
ſet of combs to themſelves with their names wrote 
upon them,-—Can't you read, oaf ?” 

Mard, *« Indeed, madam, I did not ſee it. 

Lady Marwell Take that then, —you ſnt.—- 
and that, —and PR to clear your ſight, and make 
you remember anothe: time.” 

Theſe words were accompanied with blows, fiſt 
on one ſhoulder, then on the other, till I bejteve her 
own arms aked with the fatigue ;—then turning to 
her dogs, who were crying and yelping all this time, 
addrefled them in thefe terms : 

Laiy Marwve!'l. * The dear good natured things ; _ 

: O_o hate to ſee me angry, though it be in your 
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© all over wet.” 
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* own cauſe —Come hither, Pſyche, —you have lg8 
« your lover :—but T will get you another Cupid, — 
* —Priace, waat makes you ſo cull this morning? 
« —you don't fiiik and caper about as you uſed to 
« do;—lI ſuppoſe your bed was not made any more 
« than Pompey's ;—you look as it you had lain rough 
« all nigat.- Hcre is my poor Bully too,—as I live 
* not ſo much as the Llack tuft on his tail combed 
« out. —Ficell, why do you bark ?—you have ſome- 


«© thing to tell ine now, 1: you knew how.—Well, 
4 you have all been fadly managed theſe two days, 
« ſince your own maid has been from you.—Come, 


« Cloe, come and kiſs your lady :—poh, your mouth 
* is all naſly, that impudent quean has not waſhed 
: ygarface.)::: Co Rar he 

Maid. * Indeed, madam, T waſhed every one of 
* them, your ladyſhip may fee the towel yonder 1; 

Lady Marvell, * The towel, why, you augacicns 
« puſs, have you preſumed to waſh all their faces 
« with one towel ?—get out of my fight, toad,— 
© devil, or I thall break your neck down ſtairs” 

It is likely this was the moſt comfortable command 
the poor maid could have received ;—ſhe ſtaid not 


to be bid a ſecond time ;— ſhe flew out of the room 


while her furious lady ſent a thouſand curſes after 
her. | SR oy 

She was no ſooner alone with her dogs, which 
were thirtcen in number, than the began 10 re-exa- 
mine them, in hopes, no doubt, of finding ſome rar- 


ther matter of accuſation againtt the poor maid ; but 
was interrupted by the ſudden coming in of -her 
huſband, fir Patient Marvell, who, though the bek 


natured man in the world, could not forbear being 4 
little ruffled at the tranſactions of that morning, and 
accoſted her in this manner : Ne: | 

Sir Patient. * 1 wonder, madam, you will expote 
« yourſelf in this faſhion.” 


Lady Marvell. © Expoſe myſelf, fir Patient,” 


Str 


Lad 


- 


- 
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Lady Marewell. © Sir Patient, I 
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Sir Patient. © Yes, madam, both yourſelf and me 


too.— You do not know how much you have ren- . 


dered us the common table-talk of the town.” 


Lady Marvell. * | deſpiſe the town and all it can 


fay.—But pray on what occaſion ?” 

Sir Patient. * How can you aſk that queſtion ?*— 
Here have been I know not how many meſſages 
ſent to inquire after our health. —Urdeitakers men 
have been ſeen to come into the houſe with bales 
of cloth, ſconces, and other utenſils, for a pompons 


' mourning. —What could people think of al} ibis, 


as we have no children, but that either you or I 
were dead ” | 


Lady Marvell. * Piſh, no bocy could think any 


ſuch thing :-=the little ſoleranity T ordered for my 


poor Cupid, was only ia the back part of the 


houſe ; and thoſe who, out of refpe&t to me, came 
to take their laſt leaves of the dear animal, paſſed 
through the ſtables :— he was carried out of town 


by day-light, to be interred, and no more than 
two coaches, with the dog-maid and one footman, 


aſſiſted at the obſcquies.” 


_ Sir Patient, * Oh, madam, it was ridiculous ;— 


and I muſt tell you, that the keeping of ſo many 
dogs, and in the manner you do is equally ſo.” 
brought a fortune 
large enough to keep whatever I pleaſe, and in 
what manner I pleaſe ;—you have no reafon to 
complain. —What would you fay, if inſtead of dogs 
LES DT OO OT | 
Sir Patient. * Why really, madam, I know not 
whether it would make me more laughed at, or 
yourſelf more cen{ured.” a Les 
Lady Marvell, * Mighty well, fir Patient, mtghty 
well indeed ; —this is fine treatment for a woman 
of my unblemiſked virtue ;—-there are ſome wives 
who wouid not fail to ſhew you the difference be- 
tween keeping a few harmleſs animals and a fellow ; 


and if I retrain from doing the latter, it is as Mr. 


Rowe makes Arbaſia tell her tyrant :? 


Not 


by 
| 
| 
| 
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| Not that I fear, orl ove, or reverence: thee ; 
_ But that my ſoul, conſcious of whence the ſprung. 
| Sits unpolluted 1n her ſacred dweliing, _ 

And ſcorns to mingle with a thought ſo mean. 


Str Patient, * Virtue has ' many branches, madam, 
 befides chaſlity,. and T could with you would re- 
© meniber that the care of not giving oftence is not 
«* the Jaft among them.” | 

Ludy Marvell. © T never aimed to give offence, but 
© ſhalt be under no concern about thoſe who take it 

© without cauſe.” | Tn 

Sir-Patient, © Well, magam, T hope you will 
« one (uy corficer whet you owe 1O Your Own Ciig- 
* rafter ; and alfo think that 1t 1s. ſome part of your 
« duty-not_ to render me unhappy,” 
_ FHie {61d no more, but as he ieft the room @ geep 
figh ified from Tis breaft, at which his lady, how- 
_ ever, lecmed as little affected 2s ſhe had been with 
his remonſirances ;—the moment he was gone thy 
reſumed that diſcourte with ker dogs which his com- 
Ing had broke ofi, and which T had already becn t00 
much tired with heariug to flay the continuance 01, 
ſo went direly out of the houſe, though not witk- 
out a very troubled mind, to heve found a lady who 


had eveiy requiſite to command reſpeR, take a price 


in making herfetf contempible. 


CHAP. II. 


. bs a hind of warning-bell to the jullic, and gives d 


| metaucholy, though a 109 C0mmun prof, that n per- 
fon. in endeatrnuring, by unjul? or imprudent ea: 
ſures, 10 avid falling inis un imaginary misfortune, 
is frequent y tiabie to bring on efletlually what other- 


wiſe might never have happened. 


F all the paſſions which diftra& the human 
mind, ſure there 1s none more -Pernicious !N 


Its quality, or more Creadtul in its conſequences, chan” 


jealou!y ; 


a 
» "FS = 
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jealouſy ;—it is looked upon, indeed, 2s the moſt 
certain proof of a ftiong and violent atfeCtion ; yet it 
is ſuch a proof as no one would wiſh to experience, 
:$ it infallibly involves the beloved objcEt in a varieiy 
of difquie*'s, whether innocent or gwlty ;—nor is the 
perſon poſſeſſed of this raging fury Jefs wretched ;— 
lo juſt are theſe wores of Vir Dryden : | 


* Q jealouſy ! thou raging II, _ 

© Why haſt thou found a place 1n lovers-hearts ? 
« Afticting what thou car'ft not $11, 

* And poiſoning love himſelf with his own Garts, 


And as the inimitable Shakeſpear yet more empha- 
tical;y, in wy Opinicn, exprefics tt ; Se 


© O what Camn'd minutes tells ke o'er, | 
' Who coats, yet doubts ; ſufpetts, yet firongly 
© loves, | EE: 


But it is altogether ncedleſs to bring any teſtimo- 
vies from printed Quotations on this kead ;—even 
taoſe who have happily lived free from the diretul 
patlion in their boſons, or never felt the effets of _ 
t from thoſe by whum th<y are beloved, cannor bur' 
have ſeen, among their acquainiaace, enough to 
convince them better of its maligntty, than they can 
be by the pen of any author. 

But as jetloufy frequently takes poſſeſſion of the 
oul by almoſt inperceptible degrees, the following 
Iitle narrative may ſerve as an an{dote -againft 1g. 
foiton, and warn every one, married peifons efpeci- 
ally, not to give way to its hit attacks, leſt it ſhoutd 
be in time wholly ſubdued by it. | 
| Cleora bad, from her very infancy, been promiſed 
In marriage to the ſon of a neighbouring gentleman, 
—aL0ut three vears older than herſelf; an inclination 
for her in ended huſband grew 'up with her yeais, 
ror was his affection leis tender for her, whom he 
expected would one Cay be his wite ;3 but when the 
lunocemt pair. became ripe for the conſummation of 

| LNCIE 
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their mutual wiſhes, an unhappy diſpute harpered 
between their parents, which entirely broke off the 
match at once, and they were forbid to fee each 
other any more. COT | 
As [ was not at that time acquainted with either 
of the lovers, I cannot pretend to detcribe what 
their young hearts ſuſtained in this crvel ſeparation, 
—it was, doubt]cfs, very grievous to them both at 
firſt ;—but abſence, and variety of amuſements, pro- 
vided for them by their reipective parents, in order 
to ciiſipate their chagrin, by degrees wrought the 
deired enects ;—Leander, tor fo he was called, grey 
. one of tne payeſt men about the town ; and Cleo 
was ſo far weancd from the remermbiance of him, 
that the obcved her farther without reluRance in re- 
ceiving the addiefies of Aritius, who, afrer the ne- 
_cefſary forms of courtihip, became her huſband, 
Few nuptiais gave a greater promile of felicity j- 
the births, —the fortunes of the wedded pair were 
_ equa] ;—their ages perfeQly agreeable ;—ſhe was not 
 Guite nineteen, and he no more than hive and twenty; 
 —ſhe was a very lovely woman, he a mott gracetv} 
man.—He had adored her to. ſo. romantic a height, 
that it was thought, if he had not obtained her, 
dagger or bowl of poiſon muſt have been his fate :— 
| ſhe treated him with all the tenderneſs that could be 
expected from a virtuous woman by a reaſonable 
man ;—they were, in the firſt months of their mar- 

riage, the envy and admiration. of as many. as knew 
them.” $4 | py iz 
But alas,. how uncertain is the date of human 
happineſs !—When Heaven is. not pleated to beſtow 
on us a contented mind ; I mean, when we do not 
afk that bleſſing and endeavour to-acquire it, in vail 
indulgent fortune laviſnes her whole ſtock of boun- 
ties on us ;—we Tepine. amiaſt our plenty,—enjof 
nothing we poſſeſs, and are wretches becauſe we 
will be ſo. | Mu 

The bridal houſe, ſo lately the theatre of joy and 


vwelc 


pleaſure, ſoon became the-cell of gloomy ſullennels 
and black deſpair ;—the eyes of the beautiful Cleo 
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tere frequently ſeen red with weeping ;—ſhe ceaſed 
to appear at any public place, and. recetved very lit- 
tle company at home ; winle on the brow of the 
once Cheartul gay Ariftus now lowered a heavy me-_ 
lancholy, and all the indications of a deep inward 
11ef.. EY | | j 
Every one ſaw the change, but none could preſently 
diſcern the cauſe ;—it could not, however, long be 

kept a fecret ; —the ſervants who waited immediately 
on their perſons were the firſt who difcovered it, theſe 
reported it to others, and they failed not to whiſper 
to as many as they were acquainted with, —that their 
maſter was prodigioufly jealous of his lady, _ 
The firſt tokens he gave of this frenzy, as I have 
been fince informed, was to debar Cleora from going 
to the opera, —the play, —the maſquerade, and all 
routs and afſemblies, all which places the had bcen 
. W iccuſtomed to frequent :—the obeyed him, notwith- 
, Wl finding, without murmur or Tepining ; and told 
him, with a great deal of ſweetneſs, that if thoſe 
| Wl diverſions were infinitely dearer to her than ever they 
had been, ſhe would readily facntice all the pleafure_ 
| WH fie took in them, to that of teſtifying her love and 
_ Wl duty to him. PE Tx 
. WM Not contented with this he proceeded farther, 
« Wl 2nd forbid her to make any viins without him, ex- 
. W pt to his mother, who lived but in the next ftreet : 
: —and then to let him know, that he might meet 
ber there and bring her home ;—hard as this injunc+ 
tion ſeemed to her, ſhe complied with it, being re- 
loved, if poſſible, to chaſe from his mind all thoſe 
eas ſhe found he had conceived in prejudice of her 
diſcretion, and convince him that he regarded no- * 
fling ſo much as his ſatisfaction. ® 
What more could woman do, or man expect ?— 
yet all was not enough to make this jealous huſband 
taly : ==whenever they were abroad together, if any_ 
gentleman happened to be in company, the leaſt gal- 
ant thing ſaid to her, or complaiſance returned to it 
dy her, immediately ſet the worm within his brain 
« madding, and made him, on their coming home, 
reproach 


, 
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' reproach her in terms very unbecoming in him t 
make uſe of, and diiticult tor her to bear with pati- 
ence ;—yet, nevertheleſs, he fti}l loved her,—loyed 
her to an excels ;—but, as the poet fays, _ 
* No, ſign of love in jealous men remains, 
* But that which fick men have of life, their 
_ * pains.” DE | 5 
In fine, this behaviour of Ariſtus engroſſed much 
of the converſation of the town, and vaiious were 
the conjectures paſſed upon 1t ;—ſome highly 
blamed him ; —others were apt. to imagine there 
| had really been ſome imprudences on the pait of 
_ Cleora ; and not a few there were among her 
own fex, who, hating her for thoſe very perfedi- 
ons waich ought to have excited their eſteem, 
fcrupled not to pronounce her guilty of every 
thing the could be ſuſpetted of _ 


_ . - 


Much was this lady to be pitied, —deprived & 
all thoſe pleafures to which her youth had been 
_ accuſtomed, — i} treated by her huſband, —cen- 
fured by her acquaintance, and fecluded from the 
| ſociety of thoſe who might have found means of 
diverting, if not wholly diſlipating her melan- 
Choly. | ge 
<ix To add. to her misfortune, the had no friend 
near her to whom ſhe might complain ;—her fa- 
ther, being a widower, had broke up houſe-keep- 
ing ſoon after her marriage, and was retired with 
an intent to pa's the remainder of his days with 
| her elder ſiſter, who was ſettled in a far diſtant 
Eounty ; ſo that the only perſon from whom ſhe 
Teceived any confolation was miſs Lucia, the hiter 
of Ariſtus, a young lady of great good nature, 
and who believing her truly innocent, uſed her 
_ utmoſt; endeavours to put all chimeras to her 
prejudice dut of her brother's head. _ 

The diſcourſes which continually filled my ears 
about this family, and the different opinions the 
world had of the manner of their living toge- 
ther, made me reſolve to have recourſe to my 
= | Taviſibility, 
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Iifibility, tn order to diſcover which was in the 
ont. 
Pu ondingly I: went one day, equipped as vhusl; | 
with my Belt and Tablet, to make a vilit at hte | 
houi le,—Ariſtus was abroad, but I found Cleora 
fiting 11 a very penſive poſture in her drefling- 
room. | 
' [ had not been there above two minutes before 
the waiting-maid cxme in, and afked her lady 
" W whether ſhe would be pleaſed to walk into the 
' W next room, or have tea brought m "where the 
. was ; to which ſhe replied ; 
| Chera, © T.do not know as yet. Has ary bo- 
* oy been here from my ſiſter Lucia F 

Maid. * No, madam.” 

Chera.''* Well then, get things ready in the 
s 6 « irnwing-redin iT believe the' will be here pre- 
F ' fently ;—1he was from home when John went 
«to tell her I deſired her company ; but as the 
* was - expected ſoon,” and -muſt have [heard of - my 
' meſſage, ſhe would certainly have ſent an ex- 
f ' cuſe if any thing ' had _ns” to prevent her 
* comin 

She Fa but juſt given over ſpeaking, and the 
F maid Withdrawn to do as ſhe was ordered, than 

ker footman came in 'and preſented her | with a 
ketter, which he told ber was left for her 'by a 
1 W porter, who: ſaid it required no anſwer, and was 

Yone, E540 
b - I muſt confeſs; thats ON hekeige this I was ouil- 
{7 of great injuſtice to the fair Cleora, and be- 
yin to be apprehenſive that her huſband's ſfuſpt- 
©iors were in reality founded on teo-folid reaſons ; 
but 1 was ſoon athamed of my raſh judgment, 
when flipping behind her chair, 'and looking 
er her "ſhoulder as ſhe read, 1 perceived the 
letter was from miſs Lucia, and contained theſe 


lines : 
| 'To 


«c 
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To CLEokra. 


«© Dear SisTER, 


Woe R DS cannot _ expreſs how : greatly | 
am troubled, on finding myſelf obliged to 


fend this inſtead of waiting on you in perſon ; 


—be aſſured I love. and value your convyerk- 
tion as T ought, and ſhall no leſs ſuffer in he- 


Ing deprived of it, Heaven knows for how long 
a time, than yon will do in the knowledge of 


the cauſe :—in fine, ſome idle ſtories, of which, 
I dare believe, wy brother's unhappy caprice 
has been the ſole occaſion, have reached the 


'«< ears of my mamma, and made her think it im- 


proper for mie to be ſeen, [with you, while the 


world continues to judge of-you in the manner 
it does at preſent z—Jhe heard of your meſſage 
to me, and ftrictly forbid me to obey the ſum- 
mons z—you know too well, my dear Cleora, 
< .what, duty, is owiug from a-.child. to a parent, 


and alſo how much my father's will has left 


© me in her power, to reſent the painful proof 


I now give of my obedience to her ;—I wiſh, 


for my | own fake as well as yours, that ſhe, 


my brother, and every one that knows us, 


-« were as. well convinced as myſelf of your per- 


fe&t innocence ; but, till that happy time ar- 
rives, muſt content. myſelf. with. the memory of 
the many happy hours we have paſſed together, 


and the hopes of many mbre yet to come, 


when | once the horrid cloud which now fepa- 


rates us 1s removed.—Farewell, —that Heaven 
* may ſend you comfort under: your preſent 


afflition, . and ſpeedily relieve you from 1h, 
ſhall be the conſtant prayers of her, who 1s, 
© With the greateſt ſincerity, 
6 My very dear Cleora, 
| « Your moſt affectionate ſiſter 


« And humble ſervant, 
\.. -]:y ck, 


« P, 0 


« P.S. Tho' my mamma intends to talk to you 
« upon this head herſelf, ſhe would not pardon 
« my giving you any hint of it ; for which reaſon 
«] qurſt not truſt any of our ſervants to con- 
« vey this to you, but ſend it hy a ſtrange porter ; 
« and beg that, for fear of accidents, you will 


« commit it to the flames as ſoon as read. —Once 
« more, my dear fiſter, I bid you with an aking 


« heart, adieu.” 


Scarce had ſhe gone through half this epiſile 
before her countenance betrayed the effe& ir pro- 
duced ; —difdain,—and rage, and grief, ſeemed 
now to have united all their force to raiſe a 
tempeſt in her mind, which immediately broke 
forth in theſe and the like exclamations : 


Cleora. * Deprived of my poor Lucia too,— 
"and on ſo ſhocking a pretence !—Good Hea-_ 
ven, for what unknown crime of mine, or of 


my anceſtors, am I linked into ſuch a family ! 
— Mother and fon alike unjuſt, ungrateful, baſe, 


ments of lite, —fubmitted my temper to the will 


whole ſtudy to oblige him, to meet at lait 
with this ungenerous, this barbarous return ! My 


- - - _ mY a, - - - - 


* ſuſtain Y 


It was for ſome time before ſhe could compole © 


herſelf enough to finiſh the peruſal of what Lu- 


cia had wro!e to her ;—and after ſhe had done _ 
lo, relapſed into agitations more violent, if poſ- _ 


tble, than the former, —with geſtures, and a tone 
of voice which denoted the extremeſt bitterneſs 
of heart, ſhe cried out : Ee Wn, 

Cl-ora. * And muſt I always bear this uſage !— 
* be condemned to drag on'2 life of laſting wretch- 
* edneſs and infamy !--no, I cannot,— will not.— 
* Oh Heaven, who knoweſt my perfect innocence, 

Vor. I. « ſend 
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tyrannic !-—Have IT renounced all the gay amuſe- 
of an imperious huſband, ' and made it my - 
virtue ſuſpeted, my reputation traduced, and my | 


converſation ſhunned as a diſgrace ! — Oh, tis. 
too much, —too much for human patience to 
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-* ſend me the means to clear, or. to revenge my 
© wounded, fame ©: | fn 
Many other expreflions of the ſame nature iy 
her palſion vent, till at Jaft, recollefting the re- 
queſt Lucia had made in the poſtſcript of he 
letter, ſhe ſnatched it haſtily from off her toil 
and thruſt it tnto the -fire, ſaying at the fan 
- ns: : ; EL Oey | 
Cleora. * Poor Lucia, however, muſt not ſuffe; 
* for her friendſhip to me.” R$ 
_ Ariſtus being returned home, was that inflant 
coming up ſtairs, which being oppoſite to the room 
avhere Cleora was, and the .door open, he had 
an opportunity of beholding this laſt ation, tho 
not of hearing the - words which accompanied it; 
— he flew like lightning to the chimney in order 
to ſave the: paper, not doubting but it contained 
ſomething that might add freſh fuel to his jex- 
louſy ; but, nimble as he was, the flames were 


-yet more quick, and left not the leaft part of what 


he ſo much wanted unconſumed. 

This diſappointment, joined with -what he had 
een Cleora do, fo much enflamed him, that look- 
Ing on her with eyes ſparkling with indignation, 
| he ſaluted ker with this reproach: SET 
Ariſtus. * I perceive, madam, you will be ftil 
too cunning for me ;—your lovers having fo 


treſemtment of an injured huſband ;—yet, had ! 
come a moment ſooner, I might ork 
diſcovered enough in that paper to have ſilenced 
all your ſuture boaſtings of virtue and fidelity. 
Cleora. * Oh, fir, you need be under no ap- 


YO 


« prehenſions cn that ſcore ;—the continuance of 
« your baſe ſuſpicions deſerve not that I ſhould be 


'* at any pains to undeceive you.” | 
Ariſtus. * No,—twou'd be in wain ;z—too welll 
know you ;—know all your vows and afſeve- 
* rations falſe as your proſtituted heart ;—nor can 
« you, dare you. now, attempt to juſtly 

| | 6 yourſdl, 


c 


cautious a miſtreſs, have little to fear from the } 


aps have | 


Py Wa - Lad 
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« yourſelf, after the glaring proof I have receiycd 
« of your infidelity.” OS ” 
Cleora, © What proof *” Ee | 
Ariſlus. * That paper, —perfidious woman ;—that 
© paper, whoſe athes, if they could ſpeak, would 
« riſe in judgment againft you ; they are, however, 
© filent evidences of your ſhame and my diſho- 
{ nour.” EEE ong I = , 
Clora, © This is madneſs, or ſome new pretext 
to uſe me 1. Pray what can the moft 


* injurious of your imaginations ſaygeſt on the 


© burning of a bit -of paper * 


Ariſtus. * Did I not obſerve your countenance, 
© while throwing the lewd ſcraw] into the fire ? = 


© Did not your gloating eyes purſue it as you 
© would the fellow trom whom it came ?—Were 
* not all the marks of guilt and confuſion on your 
© cheeks on my approach ?-—But this 1s not all ; 
* —[ was told below that you had juſt received 


' 2 letter by a porter :—anſwer to that, thou hy» 
* pocrite. —Does it become a married woman, of 


* your rank and circumitances, to receive letters 
{ brought by ſuch meſſengers? 

Clora, * A married woman !—fay rather a marri- 
*ed wretch ; for ſuch are all who have buf- 
5 bands like Ariſtus.” EOS FE 

Ariſtus. © Still you evade the queſtion ;—but if 
* you would not deſerve to be the wretch you 
* call yourſelf, —be once fincere, and tell me from 
* which of your pretended admirers that letter 
* came.” EH | ray 

Chera. * From. none.” 


Ariſtus. * Perhaps then ſome female agent, 


* ſome fly promoter of your amorous intrigues : 
* —but no equivocations';—explain the whole of 
* this dark myſtery, or by Heaven my ſword ſhall 
* rip the ſecret from your breaſt.” | 


Clora. © Do,—kill me,—it is the only a& of | 
* kindneſs you can ſhew, and all I now with to 


* receive from you,” 


K 2 — Ariſtus, 


art om ent pb hecnes retro eos, 
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 Ariſftus. * So daring in your crimes, —abandone 
creature ;—but get out of my ſight this momen; 
leſt I be indeed provoked to do a deed | 
might hereafter repent of :—much as you hare 
wronged me, I ſhould be loth to fend your pdl- 
luted ſou} to everlaſting perdition.” 

Cleora. * Monſter !—but to quit your preſence 
© is a command I ſhall always be ready 10 

© obey. 

It was with an unſpeakable henghtinets that 
Cleora uttered theſe words, as ſhe flung out of 
| the room.—I am apt to believe, by the amaze- 
ment Ariſtus now appeared in, that this was the 
firſt time ſhe had ever teftified any great marks 
of reſentment for his il treatment of her ;-— he 
ſtood for ſome moments in a profound reſvery, 
and when he came out of it, lifted up his hands 
and eyes to heaven, ſaying, 

Ariftus. * Good God ! nothing but the moſt per- 
* fet innocence, or the moſt conſummate guilt, 
* could inſpire a woman with fo much boldneſs, 
© -—] know not what to think.” 

Then folding his arms, he again ſeemed loſt b 
meditation, which having indulged a while, the ſub- 

of it burſt out in theſe words : 

Ariſtus. © If ſhe were innocent, where ſhould 
< the conceal from me the contents of that cur- 
* ſed letter ?—No,—'tis too plain ſhe 1s guilty ; 
© —in vain would my fond heart, that fill doats 
on her, find excuſes for her behaviour ;—yet 
it would he ſome eaſe to be convinced ; but 
tis impoſſible, —ſhe has too much art. —Hov 
true, O Dryden, ate thy words: 


A 6A a AA 


” 7 Re 


_ Falſe women to new joys unſeen can move, 
'There aie no prints left in the paths of love: 
All other goods by public marks are known ; 
Pat this, we moſt defire to keep, has none. 


Ada 


In 
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After this he walked ſeveral times backwards and 
&rwards in the room, then ran haftily down ftairs, 
as | imagined, in ſearch of Cleora ; but finding he 
vid not, and went out of the houſe, I alſo left 
it too, having an engagement of my own that 
evening. | CIT 


CHAP, IV. 


In which the reader is requeſted to expe no more than 
a continuation of the ſame narrative begun in the 
preceding chapter ; and which has in it too great a 
multiplicity of incidents to be fully concluded in this, 


HE diſtreſs in which I had left the beautiful 

Cleora, and the knowledge T now had of her 
innocence, very much aite&ed me, and 1 muſt either 
have changed my nature, or have loſt that happy 
Gift of Inviſibility, which enabled me to diſcover 
almoſt every thing, not to have flown the next morn- 
ing to the houſe of Arifius, in order to inform myſelf 
what effe&t the converſation of the preceding night 
had produced. 

I truly pitied the unhappy pair, for though Arifius 
was unjuſt and cruel in his ſuſpicions, yet I plainly 
{aw he ſuffered no leſs in his own mind than what he 
nficted on his much injured wife ;—eſpecially when 
| refle&ted that he was not guilty through a want of 
atfeCtion for her, but a too violent exceſs of it; as is 
obſerved by one of our beſt Englith poets : 


* The greater care the higher paſſion ſhews, 
© We hold that deareſt, we molt fear to lote.” 


Indeed T ſoon, found, much more than I could 
even have imagined, this offended huſband deſerved 
my commiſeration ;— he was abroad, and Cleora not 
jet riſen from her bed, when 1 made my viſit, which, 
35 near as I can remember, was ſomewhat pait eleven 
oclock ;—refolved, however, not to loſe my labour 
entirely, I had recourſe for intelligence to the tatlers 

T7 | of 
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of the kitchen, whom, according to my wiſh, I fonng 
buſy in diicourſe on the very point I wanted. 

Some took the part of their mafter,—fome of their 
tady ; and upon the whole, I found that a ſecond 
quarrel having enſued after Ariſtus came home, Cle- 
ora had refuicd either to fup or ſleep with him; bn 
lay ma bed jhe had ordered to be prepared for he 
in another room, on which he went not to his own, 
but contirued the whole night walking about the 
houſe, -and + behaved like a man totally deprived of 
reaſon ;—l ſhall relate ſome few of the animadyer- 
hons made by theſe ſpeculative ; gentry on this oec- 


__ cafion, 


Ferman. * © Well, if I were a gentleman like m : 


* raſter, 1 would not make myſelf ſo uneaſy for a 
* the women in the world? 


Huſe-maid, * Never talk of it, William ; if a man 
© will be jealous of his wile wir cauſe. he de- 
+ ſerves to jubiey,” 


Cook, * Ay faith, Margery; Bs” if he had ſome 


« women lhe would ſoon thew him the difference, 


* and make him jealous for ſomething. 
 Foatman, * You may fay what you wil, but there 
* mult be ſomething in it ;— tis plain he loves her to 
* diſtraction, and would ncver be in ſuch paſſions 
* with her, if he did not lee things that we know 
6 nothing of.” 
Hlouje-maid. * You are a cenforious fool for think- 
* Ing 28 you do ;—y lady is -as good a Woman as 
* ever was born, and I dare ſay as virtuous ;—'tis 


* nothing but the Cevi) that puts ſuch notions in my 


© waſter's head ;—and *tis well if ſome time or other, 
© when he 1s In theſe freaks, if he does not do d either 
* her or himſelf a miſchief.) | 

Cook, * So it is, indeed, Margery ;—I met hin 
© upon the flairs this morning, and methought he 
© looked for all the world as it he was gong t0 


+ make himſelf away.” 


The footman was juſt opening his mouth to make 
ſome anſwer when the volet-de-chambre came int0 


the kitchen, and b:ing aſked 1f he knew where his 


maſter 
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maſter was gone, he replied that he did, and that he 
was gone to wait upon his mother ;- on: which ſhe 
that had ſpoke laft cried out: | 

Cook. © His motaner, —he will be much the better 
© for that ;—the has a good hand,: as I have heard 
« fay, at making bad worſe ;—I remember Sarah, 
© that is juſt gone away, overheard her telling my 
© waſter, that my lady kept too much company, and 
« went” too often: 10 the play, and a heap of ſuch 
* ſiuff'4. and 1 believe it is all owing ro'her that my 
« poor lady is ſo much confined as ſhe has been of 
: late.” = TON Taree | | 

Valet, © Hold your tongue, Cook, —ſhe is a very 
© worthy fine ol} lady,-—has feen the world, 1s 
' a great cxconomiſt, and nobody. can blame her 


* for inſpeCting a little into her ſon's affairs ;—and it- 


* does not become you ro talk in this manner of 
* your betters,”. ET = 
Cook, * Marry come up, my good effence-bottle ; 
* —] warrant you think thac your bzg-wiz and flow 
© riſhed rufies muſt give laws to the whole family ; 
& but I ſhall talk of whom I pieaſc, and of what 1 
' pleaſe, without aſking your leave or any body's 
elſe, as long as-T ſpeak nothing but the truth,” 

At this inſtant the footman, on a pretty loud knock- 
ng at'the door; put his head through the window of 
the area, and crying, — Here 1s my maſter, ran 
haftily vp to give him entrance;;—1 tollowed as faſt 
as I could, being more curicus to ſee how Ariftus 
would behave, than to hear what would be the flue 
of the conteſt between the Cook and \ alert. | 
| I ſtood cloſe in the corner of an arch in the paſſage 
while he paſſed by, and could ſee nothing in his 
countenance of that feroct'y the ſervants had been 
ceſcribing ;—on the contrary, a perfe&t compoſure 
ſeemed to me to {it upon all his features, and left not 
the leaſt traces of diflatisfaCtion, HTC 

| ] attended him to a chaniber, which, as I after- 
wards perceived, was the fame that Cleora had mace 
choice on for her repoſe, if it were poflible for her 

To K 4 I to 
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| to take any, the preceding night ; — he knocked 
_ gently at the door, but finding it not readily opened, 


retired and went fnto the dining-room, where he 


| called a ſervant and bid him ſeek his wife's waiting- 
maid, and order her to come immeaiately to him. _ 
| The young woman preſently appeared, though ] 
_ eaſlily diſcerned not without ſome tremor of the nerves, 
_ expeCting, perhaps, to participate in the effeQs of 
her maſter's diſpleaſures ;—her countenance, how- 
ever, grew more aſſured when he ſpoke 1n the mofi 
courteous accents, ſaying, i Ik | 
 Ariftus, © Is your Jady awake yet, Mrs. Betty ? 
Waiting-maid, * Yes, fir, NNE 

 Ariſtus. * Then give my compliments to her,— 


* let her know I am come home to breakfaſt, and 


* aſk if the will have the tea ſerved where ſhe is, or 
* in her own drefſing-room as uſual” pk 

 Waiting-maid, * Sir, you may be fure I ſhall be 
* punQtual in delivering your honour's commands to 


-- 0 her.” A 


Ariflus, * Say rather my entreaties, Mrs. Betty ; 
—for though T may be a little out of humour 
ſomerimes, as it happened laft night, yet I cannot 
think it becoming in our ſex to exerciſe any autho- 
rity over the ladies.” £ 
| She faid no more, and after making a low curtfy 
went out of the room, very niuch ſurpriſed at this 
ſudden turn, as indeed was I, after what I had ſeen 
and heard ; nor was able to determine, as yet, whe- 
_ ther the extraordinary complaiſance he ſhewed was 
__ real or affected ;—I was ſoon convinced, however — 
that it was the former, when the maid returned with 
this anſwer to his meſſage: | | 
Waiting-maid. * Sir, my lady defires to be ex- 
« cuſed ;—ſhe has got a violent head-ach, and begs 
+ not to be diſturbed.” _ 
| Ariſlus. * Tell her T bring her news that will 
© make her well ;—no,—hold, I will go myſelf. 
With theſe laft words he flew to the chamber, and 
puſhing open the door, which was now unlocked, 
found his wife ſitting in a very melancholy and de- 
_  jeQted 
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jeed pre ;—ſhe ſtarted up at ſight of him, and 
without giving him leave to ſpeak accoſted him in | 
theſe terms : | 

Cleora, * *Tis hard that no part of a houſe, of 
which I am flattered with the name of miſtreſs, 
can prote&t me from the inſults of a man who cer- 
tainly married me with no ther view than to make 
me miſerable.” 

 Ariflus. * Oh ſay not 6 —1 will "FAM convince 
you to the contrary ;—nor ſhall you ever - more. 
have cauſe to fly the prefence of Ariſtus ;—I own 
] have been to blame, have faid and done a thou- 
fand things that I am aſhamed to think on.—But 
why, my dear Cleora, did you raife my paſſion to 
that guilty height ? —Why conceal from me the 
author and contents. of the letter which gave me 
ſo much pair | FE 

Clora. © It would be eaſy for u me to juſtify n my 
refuſal.” : 
Ariſtus. © | know it would, my angel, full well 
I know it would ;—but I am now let into the ſecret - 
without your being guilty of a breach of REASnop 
to oblige me. | 
Cleora. * What is it you mean, Ariſtus " 

Ariſlus. * 1 have been this morning at my mo- 
ther's, where ſpeaking of our unhappy quarrel, 
and the motive of it, my ſiſter 1mmedtateiy changed 
countenance, and aftcr vindicating your conduct 
with the utmoſt vehemence, and ſeverely condemn- 
ing mine, confeſſed it was herſelf had ſent that 
tetter to you by a porter, and had deſired you to. 
* burn it as ſoon as read.” 
 Cleora. * Dear Lucia ! —oh that the brother had 
the ſiſter's temper.” 

Ariſius. * Brother and fi ter are ocully devoied 
to you ;—if Lucia were Ariftus, ſhe would do as 
Ariftns does; : and it Ariſtus were Lucia, he would 
at like Lucia :—the difference of ſexes makes all 
the difference in our ſentiments or behaviour ;j— 
her's is a tender friendihip,—mine a raging love. 
which while happy 1 in your polletion, trembles at 

K 5 * even 


-« E 


Li Py 


-, 


La Lag 


- 


Ca mY Ln 


Lad 


LS 


Lg 


- 


PR 


Lo 


Lad 


Lg 


LS 


- 


- 


Lg 


202 THE INVISIBLE 8PY. 


* even the moſt Giliant pollibiliy of eyer being 


| | © nat 
| © leſs fo. | | Hos 
| Chera, * Can it be love that ſuſpeQs my virtue ? ps 
| Ariſtus. * By Heaven, my cooler moments have 4s 
| | 


* ncver ſet you down as capabi'e of wronging me cy 
| © cihonouring yourſelf ; but when paſſion rages in WM cp 
* the ſoul, reaſon has little government over our 

* thoughts or words. —I know I have been much to 

* blame ;—but oh, Cleora, forgive a favlr occaſion MM . | q- 
* only by an exceſs of foneneis ;—-io dear I piine 

* you, that I envy the very air that breathes upon Fs 

« your lips, and wiſh to grow ſor ever there and keep C 

* out all intruders? _ : | 


—_—— - Jy” Ds AY Ws 


; þ | (4 
* Clera, * But do you conficer how wretched this Ml & = 
© cauſeleſs jealouſy has mace me ? : | ox 
Ariſtus. © Yes, and could tear out my heart for 
| having ever harboured the leaſt unjuſt ſuſpicion of Wo 
|. © you; yet have I ſultered torments much greater T| 


* than was in my power to inflict —Could you he 

* ſenſible of the agonies I] felt during this !aft whole IN 
« cruel night, you muſt, you would forgive and pity WM aig, 
+ no. | | | 

|  Cleora, © Mine have not been leſs ;-- yet could I Ml 5, hj 
| * ſoiget all, had my reputation been untouched by WM the 1 
* your ill uſage ;—you now know the purport of Ml looks 


* your ſiſter's letter; and can you think it poflible Px 
* for me to ſupport with patience, the being locked Cs 
* upon by your kindred as a diſgrace to the family | W 
* am come among ?? WOT OE his n 


Ariflus. * Think not fo, my dear Cleora,—ny WM ende: 
« ſiſter was always aſſured of your innocence, ands Ml whic 
firenuous vincicator of eveiy thing you did ;—1y WM woul 
* mother never thought worſe than tha! ſome little Ar 
* lnadveitencies in your copguet had wrought me up Ml (itt 
to the follics I have becn gnil:y of, which the has IM © thi 


CY 


a OR 
LY 


« juſt now ſeverely chid me for :—they will both C/ 
* wait on you this afternoon, and give, you all the W« ] 
«* proofs in their power of the fincere icſpeQ and tet W 


« derneſs they have for you.” - 
Cleora. © Well, Ariftus, if I could be certain that ll their 
* this was the laſt tzzal you would make of my good 
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nature, I might, perhaps, endeavour to think no 
| © more of what 1s paſt.” OY To Fete | 

Ariſtus. © If ever I fall back into my former er- 
© rors deſpiſe me;—hate,—think me the worſt of 
© men ;—no, +be aſſured I am too much aſhamed of 
© what I have been, ever to be the like again ; and 
| ©'as a proof of the perfe&t confidence I now have in __ 
© you, henceforward keep what company you pleaſe, 

« | ſhall preſcribe no rules for your conduR, I ſhall _ 
© leave all-to yourſelf; and be ſatisfied that all you 
© do 1s right.” | CG Le 

Cleora, © T ſhall take the lefs liyerty for your 
* eranting me ſo much :—but if you thould relapſe, 
© remember what a certain celebrated author of our 
' ſex ſays on this occaſion : | | 


' We women to ourſelves this juftice owe, 


That thoſe who think us falſe thould find us fo.” 


She ſpoke this with ſo enchanting a ſmile, that 
Ariſtus, though not yet quite ſure that whar he did 
would be agreeable, could not forbear catching her 
in his arms, and holding her for ſome time locked im 
the moſt ſtrit embrace, —then letting her looſe, and 
looking on her with the extremeſt tenderneſs, cried, 

friſtus. * Do you then forgive me ?” 

Chera. © ] do.” Re RESIN +: 

With thefe words ſhe'threw her ſnowy arms about 
his neck, put her face cloſe to his, returning all the 
endearments he had juſt before given her ;—aficr 
which, —that is, as ſoon as the tranſport he was in 
would give him leave to ſpeak, he ſaid, . 

Ariflus. * My for-ever adored Cleora, depend upon 
* 1t that the whole ſtudy of my lite ſhall be to requite 
' this goodneſs.” OP | 

Clora. * Treat me but as my ations deferve, — 
' Taſk no more : but come let us go to breakfaft”. 

With this they went arm in arm into the next 
om, where Mrs, Betty and the tea equipage watted 
their approach. 7 
I now 
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I now left this once more happy pair to enjoy the 
ſweets of their reconciliation ; and as I doubted ng 
but the contrition of Ariſtus would be as laſting, 
by many indications I had reaſon to think it was fin- 


_ cere, expected not that any future events, worthy 


the attention of an Inviſible Spy, would happen to 


call me to their houſe again. 


But, unhappily for the perſons concerned in it, 1 
very few days after convinced me how little I wa; 
endowed with the ſpitit of prophecy ; and alfo, that 
when once the fatal fire of. jealouſy has got poſſeſſion 


_ of the mind, though it may lie dormant for a while 
yet the leaſt wafting of a feather, or even a fhadoy, 
1s ſufficient to give It motion, and kindle the fimo- 


thered 'embers into a blaze. | 


| I was lottering one morning tn the Park, the air 


was ſerene and not cold, the time of year conſidered, 
for. it was then November ;—few people being there, 


 T had an opportunity of indulging contemplation with | 


the wonders of nature, which even in the moſt barren 
ſeaſon affords matter to attra&t our admiration, and 


was almoſt loſt in thought, when I was ſuddenly 
rouſed from it by the appearance of Cleora, who, in 


a rich genteel diſhabille, came tripping down the 


_ walk, and after looking two or three times round 
| her ſeated herſelf on a bench juſt oppoſite to bt. 


James's-houſe ;—my ſurpriſe to find a lady of her 
Tank alone in that place lag my farther progrels, 


_ and engaged me to obſerve whether chance or any 
particular motive had brought her hither. 


In leſs time than the taking a pinch of ſnuff would 


laſt, Ariſtus came as from the palace z—he faw tis 


wife at a diſtance, crofſed over and came to her, 
ſaying, 
Ariflus. * What are you here, my dear, aid 
* alone - | . | 
_ Cleora. *© You ſee I am, but I did not expeCt to 
* be picked up by a gentleman this morning,—We are 
« well met, however, and if you have no buſineb 
* that requires your haſte, ſhould be glad you woull 
: | | | | | | 6 gi\e 
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( give me your company while I ſtay, which will not 
© be long. | 


Ariſlus. * With all my heart,—T was only going 


« to the coffec-houle ; and in return for my com- 
« plaifance you ſhall tel} me by what accicent I find 
© ycu here thus unguarged,” c | 
Cleora. * Can one be unguarded where there are 
« ſo many ſolaters ?—But you muſt know Þ have 
« been among the ſhops at Charing-Croſs and made 


| © a great many purchaſes ;—I chooſe to walk over 


« the Park ;—1 had Wilham with me, but as I knew 
« the ſentry would not ſuffer him to paſs through 
© with the things, I ſent him home the other way :;— 
* when I came hither I found the air fo extremely 
« pleaſant that I was tempted to fit down and take a 


© little of it, eſpecially as I found nobody here that 
© I thought would take any notice of me : and now 


« you have the whole biſtoly of my merning's tranſ- 
« ations.” | I, | 


Ariſius. * A very conciſe one it ſuppoſe, my. 


* dear, you had met with any of the Bucks, the 


* Bloods, or the Bufis, how would you have eſcaped 


_* their attacks? Te 
Clecra. * Why I would have ſet my arms 2kimbo, 
 * and looked as heice as they .—thoſe fort of '{quires 
- + are never bold but to the teartul 

_ Finding, by their talking together in this gay man- 
ner, that thcy continued in perfe&t good humour 
with each other, I thought I had no bulizeſs to be 


an eves-drcpper any longer to their diſcourſe, and. 


was going to quit the place where | had ſtood, when, 


juſt as I had taken it into my head to do 1o, two 


gentlemen came cown the walk, one of whom, in 
paſſing by the bench, ſtopped ſhort, looked earneſtly 
at Cleora, ſtarted, made a low bow, and then went 
on ;—ſhe returned the falute, but with a4 confuſion 
impoſſible to be expreſſed ;—the bluſhed,—the trem- 
bled through every joint,—her fan tell out of her 
ond, and the was leady to fink .heifelf upon the 
ea?. TN | 
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A leſs obſerving kwfband than Ariftns muſt haye 


taken notice of this ſudden change ; but the alarm it 


_ Eave Its jealous Feart was fuch as compelled him to 


be. ſpeechleſs for fome moments :— Cleora in- yain 


_ enceavoured to re-compoſe herſelf; ail the efforts 


ſhe mace to. ſuppreſs or to conceal her agitations, 
rencered them' but the wore violent, ard conſe- 
quently the more-viſible, —Aridus at laſt broke filencs. 
with theſe words: © | | 


Ariflus. © You ſeem diſordered, madam ;—the 


: ſight of theſe gentlemen has had a ftrange effe 


© upon you.” : | 
Cleo'a, * | was a little ſurpriſed at the ſight of 
* one of them ;—but that is not all, —I am not well 
Arijius, * ] ſee you are not, either in mind or 
* boay ;—my coming was unlucky ; had T been ab- 
ſent, you wouid Coubtlefs have retained your for- 
mer gatety :—but this is no place to expatiate on _ 
the cauſe of your difoider,—T wilt get one of the 
* ſoldiers to call a' chair, —'tis fit you ſhould go 


wn 6 


© home.” - | 


He waited not to hear-what anſwer ſhe would 
make, but roſe hattily up and ſpoke to one of thoſe 
who he ſaw was not on cuty ;-—the fellow ran-to do 


as he was deſired, and preſently returned with a 


chair :—while he was zone, Cleora had recovered 


herſclf enough to ſay to Ariftus : 


Cleora. * T perceive you are beginning to enter- 


© tain ſentiments to my difadvantege ;—but have 


« patience till we get home, and I ſhall eaſily make 
© this matter cicar.” | | 
As he was. putting her into the chair the added, 
Cleora. * You will ſollow prefendly? © | 
 Ariſftus. * 1 ſhall not be long after you ; though 
I believe your own meditations, at this time, will 
be more agreeable to you than the company of a. 
huſband.” | | » 
1] perceived very plainly, by the countenance of 
Ariſtus, that a ſtorm was gathering in his breaft, 
which I doubted nct but would break forth in thun- 


a a 


- 


der ; I could not help alſo being of opinion that there 


were 
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THE INVISIBLE SPY. 207 
were ſome appearances on the part of Cleora not 
much to her advantage ;--1I thought, 7 POWEVEr, that 


the beſt way to form a true juGs ment of the accicents 
of that morning vas to tice them when they were 


together, ſo forbore following etther of 1}: £m, and 


refrained my impatience til the bonr in which they 


_ uſually cined, as being the moit likely time to End 


Ariſtus at home. 

On my coming to their houſe I found the door 
open, and a footman in a laced livery fitting on a 
bench in the hall, as waiting for an anſwer to foine 
mefi2ge he brought ;—I went directly up to the 
dining-ICOM ;—nO perſon being there I paſſed on 
to Cleora's apartment, and found her writing at her 
bureau ;—a letter Jay open betore ner CORAInIDg 
tacke lines : 


To CLEORA, 
« Mapan, 
(6 | Gag not of your marriage till ſome weeks 
after It was conſummated ; and when I did, 
«* the hurry of my affairs, being then juſt going to 
Paris, prevented my congratulat1 ing you upon It ; 
+ —-| returned to England but three days fince, ar. d 
the firſt inquiry 1 mace was Concerning your 
health and place of abode ; but thefe interrogatories 
were niingled with ſome other informations, which 
make me not qure fure that a viſit from me might 
give oftence to that happy gentleman who is now 
' your huſband :—I would uot therefore take the 
liberty of waiting on you 11} | had hit received 
© your permitiion ;—it is a blefſing 1] ardently jong 
tor, but whether proper for you to grant or not, 
| beg you will believe that I am, 
* With an efteem too juſily grounded for 
_** change of circumſtances to alter, 
« Mapan, 
« Your moſt faithfully devoted, 
« And moſt humble * ESO | 
« LEANDER.” 


The 
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The anſwer given. by Cleora to the above billet was 
as foliows : OR 


RT To Lranpex. 
T S I R, ; | | | 4K 
HAT I foll retain a. place in your remem- 
| brance demands my grateful acknowledy: 
* ments, and I am ſorry to tel] you that it is at this 
diftance only I can pay my thanks :— it 1s eaſy for 
me to gueſs of what nature the informations you 
mention have been, and think myſelf obliged fo 
- far to confirm: the truth of them, as td let you 
know, the favour you intended me is wholly im- 
proper for me to receive; and to deſire you will 
attempt no future correſpondence of any kind, 
with her who is no longer miſtreſs of her aCtions, 
but who muit always preſerve in her heart the beſt 
* witches {or your welfare. 
| « CLEoka,” 


Having ſealed this ſhe called her maid Betty, and 
 Hid her deliver it to the man that waited for it ;= 
t1en took up Leander's letter and read it two or 
three times over to herſelf with very diſturbed emo- 
tions ;— after which ſhe roſe haſtily from the poſ- 
ture ſhe had been in, whether with a deſign to burn, 
_ or lay 1t carefully up, ] cannot pretend to fay, for 
her huſband that iniftant flew into the room and 

ſnatched it out of her hand ;—ſhe ſhrieked, and, in 
my opinion, very imprudently endeavoured to wrelt 
it from him ;— his ſtature, as well as ftrength, be- 
Ing much ſuperior to hers, he held it at arms length 
_ and read the conten!s, in ſpite of all her weak efforts 
to hinder 1t. NI” | Tos 

Which done he clapped it into his pocket, — 
ſtamped, — bit his lips, meaſured the room witi 
wild unequal paces,— ſtill as he turned darting te- 
vengeful glances at the trembling Cleora ;= theſe, 
and other like frantic geſtures, introduced the 1ol- 
| lowing dialogue between them: 


Cleora 
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Chira. © What 1s there in that letter can have 
moved you thus 7? 

Ariſtus, * Was it not ſent by him whoſe fight 
this morning threw you into ſuch difordet?” 
Cleora, * I was a little ſurpriſed at the fdden 
appearance of a perſon I had not feen for a long 
time; but know not that the diſorder I was in 
proceeded from that cauſe.; 

Ariflus, * He knew it did, at leaſt, and I ſuppoſe | 
ſent you this billet by way of conſolation.” 

Cleora. * You put an odd interpretation on his 
words, as well as on my looks. i this, Ariftus, 
the effet of all thoſe promiſes you ſo _ 


made fe? 


Ariſlus. * When I made thoſe promiſes I was 
ſo weak as to believe there was a poſſibility of 
your being faithful ;— but I am convinced of 
what you are ;— know that you are the moſt vile 
of women, and I the moſt accurſed of men.' 
Chora., * You make yourſelf, indeed, the one, 
by your unjuſt and baſe ſuſpiciens ;— but no 
action of mine ſhall ever prove that I am the 
other.” 

Ariſtus, * Death and furies !— did I not meet 
_ villain's ſervant with a letter from you in his 
and Þ 

Chera. . * Suppoſe. you did,— I wrote to forbid 
his coming hither.” 

Ariſftus, * Yes, and no doubt but to appoint a 
place more convenient for your meeting.” 

Cleora, * "Tis falſe ;— nor would hs. man 
whom your ſuſpicions wrong me with, harbour | 
a thought to the prejudice either of my virtue or 
my reputation.— No, if you had half his honour 
or his love I ſhould not be the wretch I am.” 
Ariſtus. * "Then you confeſs he loves you ?” 
Clora. © He loved me once, and tho' Heaven 
thought fit to. break off our intended  Urizon, 1 be- 
lieve (till preſerves an eſteem for me,” ety 


| Ariftus. 
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 Ariſtus. ©* As you for him. — Hell and yer 
© geance !— dare you avow this to my face! 
© Have I then on'y the leavings— the reſuſe of x 
© beloved rival !-— endacions ftrumpet ! | 
* In ſpeaking this he {iryck- her fo viclent a bloy 
_ Over the face, that the biood guſhcd from her noſe 
and month, on witch ſhe cited ont ; | 

Cleora: * Viliain! — there wanted but this to 
_ © prove the baſeneſs of thy abje&t ſoul! — byt 
* think not that the name of wite ſhall make me 
tamely bear ſuch ufage ;— no, if the laws of En- 
' gland thould reſufe to do me juſtice, I will fly to 
the remote{t corner of the earth, ard fſeck a re- 
fuge among the leſs barbarous Hottentots, rather 
* than live beneath the roof, much leſs ſleep in the 
6 ſame bed with ſnch a monfter P 

How Ariftus would have behaved on this 1s uncer- 
tain, — a ſervant that moment entered the room, 
and told him that a gentleman, who it ſeems: he had 
_ fent for that morning upon buſineſs, was now come 
_ to wait upon him ;— whatever was in the mind” of 
_ this 6jftrafted huſband, he had no farther opportu- 
_ nity of ſhewing it at preſent, and only giving a fuit- 
evs look at Cleora, and mattering ſome inarticulate 
_ eurſes between his teeth as he went out, . left her to 
ruminate on what was paſt. EDT Ts 

She no ſooner found herſelf alone than ſhe rong 
the bell for. her maid, who appeared quite frighted: 
on ſeeing her lady in fuch a condition ;— the gi!'s 
exclamations made her turn to the looking-glals, and 
the injury that had been done to her beauty, it 1 
probable, gave ſtrength to her reſentment, and he 
reſolved to put in immediate execution what ſhe had 
threatened Ariflus with doing: | OD 

Betty had lived with her betore-her marriage, and was 
no ftranger to the love that had been between her and 
Leander ; the enraged fair ove therefore ſcrupled not 
to make her the confidant of the: motive of this laſt 
quarrel with. her huſband, and the. intention the los 
| po _. 
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of quitting him for ever ;— then, after conſidering a 


little in what manner the ſhould manage this affair, 
cave the following orders : De. 

Cleora, * I would have you take a hackroy- 
+ coach for expedition fake, and go to Mrs. CEp's, 
* the tyre-woman, who cuts my hair, — ] know 
« the lers lodgings ; 1f ſhe has any apartment ewpty, 
« hire it direQly ; but if her houfe happens to be 
« full, do not return without procuring one for me 
© in ſome other; for Fam determined to go this 
+ yery afternoon, and ſhall think every moment an 
( age ti}}T am ont of this detefted place.” | 

While the maid was gone, Cleora ſet about pack- 
inz up her cloaths and jewels, which ſhe did with 
ſuch 25rotinsts and alacrity, that in Jeſs tran an hour. 
every thing belonging to her was ready to be ſent 
away ;— In a little more than that time Betty: re- 
turned, and told her that Mrs, Clhp's firft floor being 
let ſhe had agreed for the parlours, which ſhe faid_ 
were very handſome, and fhe believed ber hadyſhip 
would approve of, at leaſt tiil a better apartment 
could be provided. 


9 


| Cleora was fatisfied — another coach was calſed 


to carry her, and the maid followed in the other with 
the luggage. Be Eheks pare in 

Ariitus was,all this time abroad,— he went ont 
with the gentleman who had called on him, and hig 
abſence very much facilitated the execution of his 


wife's deſign ; for had he been at hore 'cis certain 


that either his love or anger, or perhaps a mixture-_ 
of both, would have atterapted to detain her; but 
wiat effeQts the ſteps ſhe had taken produced,. both 
on the one and the other, mutt be left to the ſuc-- 
ceeding chapter, TRI? Es | 
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CHAP. VI. 


In which the conſequences of Cleora's ehpement, in 
relation both to herſelf and huſband, are fuly 
ſhewn, and an end put to that fuſpence which it 
is highly probable the former pages may have ex- 
cited in the mind of every intereſted and curious 


reader, 


TF STAYED ſome hours at the houſe of Ariftus, ex- 
petting to be witneſs of ſomerning extraordinary 
' In his behaviour, when he ſhould be told of the de- 
parture of his wife ; but he returning not in all that 
time, I grew weary of the tedious attendance, and 
quitted my poſt in order to go home ; for as to Cleo- 
ra, I had no thoughts ot viſiting her in her new 
apartments til] next morning. _ es 

It not being late, however, I took it into my 
head to call in at a great coffee-huufe in my way, 

and luckily was it for the gratification of my cutioli- 
ty that I did fo ;—1 found Ariſtus there,— he was 
fitting at a table in one corner of the room, at ſome 
_ diſtance from the other company, with paper and a 

ſtandiſh before him ;— I advanced with all the ſpeed 
 T could towards him, and faw him write the follow- 
Ing billet : bh 


Oe. To LeanDes. 
6c 8 I! R, | | 


« YI OU area villain, and have endeavoured th 
« 4 wrong me in a point too tender to be for- 


« glven:— I need only tell you, that | am the huſ- 
« band of Cleora, to inform you both of what ] 
* mean, and what fort of fatisfaftion my honour de- 
« mands from you, which I expe&t you will give 
* me to-morrow morning at ſeven, in the Artillery- 
 « ground, Tothill-fieids ; — the bearer has orders 
« to Wau 72ur anſwer to | 

| | « AkiSTUS. 


Thy 


« fign to injure you, | 


motion,— his face grew pale as aſhes,— lis eyes 
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This he fent by a porter to the Braund's-head in 
Bond-ſtreet, at which houſe, as I afterwards diſco- 
vered, he had, with a good deal of pains, got intelli- 
ence that Leander conſtantly ſupped every night. 
" ] waited behind Ariſtus with an impatience, per- 
haps not inferior to his own, to ſee what reply 
Leander would make to the above, till the porter _ 
returned from him with theſe lines: 


To AkrisTvus. 


os JS J R, es el : | TT : 3 
« -y© HO” your telling me that you are the huſ- 
66 band of Cleora cannot make me in the leaſt 


« ſenſible how I deſerve the name of villain, yet I 
«% can eaſily gueſs at the fatisfaQtion you require, and 
*« ſhall not fail to meet you at the hour and place ap- 
« pointed, in hopes of being better informed ſor 
« what imaginary cauſe you treat, inthis manner, a 
« perſon who neither knows, or ever had any de- 


« L.EANDER.” 


Ariſtus after having read this, ſtayed no longer 
than to drink one diſh of coffee; as I perceived he 
turned that way which led to his own bouſe, I could 
not forbear accompanying him thither ; and I believe, 
by what I have to relate, the reader will think I had 
n0 reaſon to repent the pains I took. 

He was no ſooner entered than he aſked haſtily for 
his wife, doubtleſs with an intention to renew his 
reproaches, and give a vent to ſome part of the ſur 
he was poſſeſſed of ; but never certainly did attoniſh- 
ment work a more ſtrange effe&t,— on being told by 
the footman who opened the door, that the was 
gone, and the manner in which ſhe went, the ſud-_ 
den ſhock at once deprived him of both ſpeech and 


were fixed in a ſtupid ſtare, and had he been buried 
for three days, ſcarce could he have appeared more 
the ghoſt of what he was the moment before. _ 

PET. _ His 
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_ His deadened faculties by degrees reviving, the 
firſt uſe he made of them was to call up all the fer- 
vants, aſking firſt one, and then another, — why ſhe 
was. ſuffered to depart, — why they did not ſtop her! 
— to which they anfwered, that having no order 
from him, they durſt not preſume fo far ;— and be- 
fides, they knew nothing of her going till they ſaw 
the coaches at the door and the portmanteaus carri- 
ed out. | or io guly. 
_ He next demanded to what place ſhe had direQed 
herſelf to be carried; but both Cleora and her maid 
having taken the precaution to give no order to the 
coachman till they were got ſome diſtance from the 
houſe, no one of them was able to give him any in- 
 formactivn, on which he ſent them out of the room, 
not without ſome curſes on their indolence in not 
_ following the coaches ;— then, thinking himfelf 
alone, began to give a looſe to the diQtates of his 
deſpair and rage 1n theie expreiſions : 
Ariftus. * "Then the is loſt!— for ever loſt to me! 
«* for if the ſhould return, my honour, after this, 
* would not permit me to receive her. Why did 
* I ever marry !— What demon tempted me to be- 
© come the huſband: of a woman, whom I knew al 
* mankind who faw muſt love as well as I!— Yet 
* how ſecure, how happy did 1 once think myſelf 
© in her embraces!— Too blefled, indeed, had the 
* never given-me reaſon to believe her falſe !— Hea- 
* vens! that fo fair an outſide, fuch ſeenung inno- 
* cence, ſhould be the varniſh of a foul polluted 
* mind:— Curſe on my fond paſſion !— curſe on het 
* fatal charms !— Oh' the deceiver !— the vile by- 
* pocrite, while-in my arms ſhe languiſhed tor ano- 
* ther!— There is no longer any room for doubt, her 
© flight has proved her guilt. Revenge is now my 
* fole relief ;— ſhe for the preſent has eſcaped my 
< reach; but T will ſtab her image in Leanders 
* heart — Oh that it were morning, that I might 
« puta buſband's mark upon the lewd adulterer ! 


Whik 
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While uttering the Jatter part .of this exclama» 
tion, he flew about the 10om as if totally bereft 
MW of reaſon; till his fpirits, at length exhauſted by 
\ WW the violence :of his rage, funk inco the contrary 
extreme,—-that of Gejection.;—he fulded his arms, 
fighed, and with tears burſting from his eyes, 

? cried out : | | FE 
: Ariftus. © Oh Cleora ! — Cleora! = lovely, 


© perfidious. wanton, to what haft thou reduced 
© me? | NE h - | YO | 
He then threw himſelf down on a ſettee, with 
groans like thoſe which iſſue from the breaſts of 
men dytag in their full vigour ; whence, after ha- 
xing lain ſome time, he ſtarted up ſaying : 2 IM 

Ariftus. * I will think no more ;—to hear of 
© my diſtrattions would but ſooth her pride.” 

He now ſeemed a little more compoſed, and. 
called for ſomething to eat; but, on its being 
brought, could only mangle a cold chicken, without 
e! Wl being able to put one morſel into his mouth, ſo. 
is, WI roſe from table and went up to his own chamber, 
iid Wl where I did not think fit to purſue him, as having 
\e- WW already ſeen enough to make me know the preſent 
21 MW dſpolition of his mind. | | | 
ſet [t was my full intention, however, to go in the 
ſelf MW morning to the Artillery-ground, to be ſpectator 
the of the combat between him and Leander ; but 
ca- MW vas diſappointed by ſleeping beyond the time they 
no- W vere to meet ;—this a little vexed me, but I con- 
ted MW foled myſelf with the thoughts of being able ro 
her WW bear the event, by calling ſome part of the day 
hy- W # the houſe of Ariftus, for I knew not where 
no- WI Leander lived ; but my concern for Cleora carry- 
her {MW ng me firſt to her lodgings, I there got all the 
my WW iiicliigence I wanted. c ST TEIN 
my | tound that lady, as I believe, juſt riſen from 
ers I ber bed, for ſhe was in a looſe entire diſhabille : 
ight WI —fhe ſeemed very penfive, and had the marks of _ 
her jealous huſband's reſentment Mill flagrant on 
ter lovely face ; —Betty was not with her when [ 


came. 
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came in, but entered immediately after, and fr. 
riſed her with theſe words:  _ 
| Betty. * Oh ! madam, — I have the ſtrange 
© thing to: tell: you” EE. | 
Chora. © What is It | LES. 
Betty. * Who does your ladyſhip think T hays 
* ſeen ” X | ed do gs 
Cleora, * Nay I know not—Who, prythee? 
Fetty. * The very footman that brought you 
* ladythip the letter yeſterday, and put my maſter 
* into ſuch a rage ;—I was never ſo confounded 
© in my whole lite. hs ON 
 Cleora. © Confounded, for what :—Where did you 
« fee him”. , 
Betty. © In the kitchen, madam :—when I went 
« down, juſt now, to put on the tea-kettile for WW Þ: 
* breaſtfaſt, who ſhould I ſee there but him talk- M #1 
| * ing to Mrs, Clip :—his maſter lodges here in Ml hude 
© the apartment above. OO | the 
Cleera. * Good heaven !—was there ever MW wou! 
* unfortumate an accident /—to come to Jodge in MM repli 
© the {are houſe with the man whom at picſent Ml to | 
* it wolt behoves me to avoid !—Do you think WM of t 
© he knows you?  _ - 
Petty. < O yes, madam ;—your ladyſhip may WM acyu: 
< remember 1t was I that took the letier from hun WM Mrs. 
* and cairted down your antwetr : I warrant T} 
* he knows me again ; but if he did not, I fnd i room 
. 
« 


* Mrs. Clip has been babbling to him about your WF cuni{ 
ladyſhip, for I heard her mention your nan WF iity \ 
as I was upon: the. ſtains,” - woul 
Cleora. © Sure I was infatuated not to forbid to ar 
that woman telling any body I was here ;—b IF other 
TI muſt remove immediately ;—it would be 0 fo 
utter ruin if my huſband, or any of his filends ff ſecre: 
ſhould hear I had lain in this houſe but ooh W 
night; ---. the « 
Betty. * Very true, indeed, madam,—and as foon cou, 
« as your ladyſhip has had your breakfaſt, I wil 8M Vo 
* out and get another lodging.” PP 
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Cleora, * Don't talk of breakfaſting,—T will 
© have you go this inftant,—I am diftra&ted to 
«© think where I am” _ i 

Petty. < Dear madam, I beg you will not 'put 
« yourſelf into ſuch -a hurry of ſpirits, it ſeems 
« Leander is gone abroad, and theſe gay gentlemen, 
« when once they go ont, ſeldom return all day : 
« —| will engage your ladyſhip ſhall be removed 
© before he knows any thing of your being 
( here.” | OT | | | 

Chora. © You talk hike a fool ;—as he went 
' out ſo early, he 1s the more likely to come 


is as 


© home to dreſs, —therefore prythee get away,— 


«F would not have him ſee me here for the 
© world,” | | | 


Betty, finding her lady ſo reſolute, made no 


farther delays, but went into the next room and 


huddled on her capuchin and gloves, which done, | 
ſhe returned and aſked what part of the town. 


would be moſt agreeable to her ;—to which Cleora 


replied,— that all fituations were alike indifferent 


to her ; but ſhould chuſe ſome one or vther 
of the ftreets that turned out of the Strand, as 
ſhe nuuſt be private for a while, and had teweit 
acquaintance that way,—and then bid her ſend 
Mrs. Clip to her. | ': | 


The maid went out, and Mrs. Clip entered the 


r00!M preſently after :—Cleora told her the cir- 
cumſtances of her affairs 1a>4 her under a necei- 


lity of removing from her houſe, and entreated ſhe 


would not make mention of her having beea there 


to any one who might inquire for her ;— the 


other exprefled a good deal of concern for lofing 
lv good a lodger, and affured her of obierving 
ſecrecy in the point the deſired. 


While they were talking, a loud knocking at 
| the door made Mrs. Clip run to the parlour win- 


cow, and ſeeing who it was cried out, 


Vor. I. L Mrs. 
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lenge he had received the night before from Ariltus; 
' which, as ſoon as ſhe had looked oyer, the & 


Mrs. Clip. * Bleſs me ! 'tis Leander, = hj 


* cloaths are all bloody, and his arm in a feat) C 
© —he has been fighting, that's certain! 1 thougy (i 
© there were ſome ſuch thing in hand, by his go. [ 

© ing out ſo early this morning ;—1 beg your lady: "Pr 

© ſhip's pardon, I muſt run and fee if he wan of 

* any thing I can do for him.” : * thi 

 Cleora was too much confounded at the nansMl © * | 

of Leander, and the condition ſhe heard he wn G 

in, to offer to detain her, and after ſhe was Cone Le 

fell into a profound refvery, which held her fo WM * 

IT beheve, not leſs than halfan hour ; and perhap yo 

might have done ſo much longer, if ſhe had nt Ag 

been roufed from it by a gentle knocking at the * wil 
parlour door ;—but how greatly was ſhe fr: * ha\ 
priſed, when on her calling to the perſon will. © 
come in ſhe ſaw Leander enter !—ſhe Rflarted-M ** 
trembled, and with a faultering voice ſpoke thu; {00.4 
to him: ./ Pn a Wer en * me 
 Clora. © Oh, fir, a viſit from you is wholyMI, 2” 

6 umproper at this time”, WW ' wit 

Leander, * | hope not ſo, madam ; fince I woull fo 

not have ſo far intruded, but to acquaint you ' and 

with ſomething which it may be conventenW P*" 


* for you to know ;—I have ſeen your hutband 
« this morning,” To - 
Clora. * Oh my foreboding heart !—I dread to 
* aſk the conſequence of fuch a meeting! — _ 
Leander. * You need not, madam, —Ariſtus |» 
« unhurt, and | bear only one flight token of Þi 
* Iatent to take my lite.” | 
Clora. * Then you have fought? 
| Teander. © It was with the utmoft regret I dren 
my ſword againſt the huſband of Cleora; = 
but be pleaied, madam, to peruſe this billet, 
and you will ſee the neceſſity that compelled 8s 
to 1t.? Dl Rn 
With theſe words he preſented to her the chal- 


turned to him again,—faying, ot 
| 0rd 


() 
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Cleora. © Unjuſt Ariftus ;—but I thank heaven 


© that nothing worſe has enived ! 
Leander. * Heaven, madam, has indeed alone the 
« praiſe ; ſince it was not to any ſuperior ſkill 
« of mine, or to any generoſity in my antagoniſt, 
« that I am indebted 1or my preſervation, but to 
©a kind of miracle.” D | | 
| Cleora. * As how ;—pray, fir, inform me P 


[eander. * I know not, madam, whether I can_ 


' make you ſenfible how the thing happened, as 


your ſex are ignorant of the terms made uſe of | 


in the deſcription of ſuch rencounters ;—but 1 
« will Co my beſt :—When fiſt we met, I would 
© have endeavoured to reaton him out of a miſtake 
' {> injurious to you and his own peace of mind, 


rs well as to myſelt ; but he reiuted to liften 


' to any arguments I had prepared, and flew upon 


' me with the rage of an incenſed hon :— by the 


' manner of his fighting, I eafily perceived he came 
' with a reſojution either to kill or be kill'd ;— 
'ſo as I was deſirous of avoiding both the ene 
* and the other, I only ſtood upon my defence and 
* parried the puſhes he made, tho” in alming at 
' my breaſt he ſeveral times expoſed his own :— 
' the moderation I obſerved but enraging him the 
' more, he attempted to cloſe with me; and in 
' that ation T receiveda wound in my Tight arm 
' a little above the bend, which hindering me from 
making uſe of that wriſt, I ſhifted my tword in- 
to the other hand, ſaying to kim at the ſame 
' time,” © You ſee, fir, 1] am eilabled, —we mutt 
* leave the deciſion of this aflair till ſome other 
' time.” —< No, cried he, | am not ſo weak 
'23 to loſe the advantage I have gained.” —* On 
this I retreated ſome paces, and then redoubling 
his attacks, the aukward oppofitien I couid 
now make would not have protected me one 
moment longer, if in the very criſis of my 


fate, when the point of his weapon was juſt 


ready to transfix me to the earth, we had not 
L 2 * fortunately 
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* fortunately been ſeparated : — ſome peoyl, 
© whoſe windows had a proſpect -of the Artillery 

« ground, ſaw the firſt of our engagement, an 

«© making all the haſte they could to prevent th 
< threatened miſchief, arrived in the inſtant | 
* have mentioned, beat down the {word of Ati 
«* ſtus, and placed themſelves before me 4s « 
« ſhield.” 7 


Cleora. * How this:aceount has made me ſui 


der |— What then did Ariftus do 


Leander. * Walked fullenly away, purſued hy 
the -reproaches of my Geliverers till he was oy 


of hearing ; and it was with much ado that] 
prevailed with them to offer him no farther in 


tults.—But, madam, while I am giving you the 
hiſtory of my ill treatment, I fear it 1s in you 


power to preſent me with a more ihockin 


detail of the cauſe that brought you hither? 

Cleazra. © It is ſich a one, indeed, as if the world 
be not as unjuſt as Ariftus, will ealily abſoke 
me for the reloluiion T have taken of never 


living with him more ;—but it wov}d happa 
very unjucky for my reputation, ſhould *: fe 


known I have feen you even this once ; 1 thers 
fore entreat, that-after I go hence you will uot 


think of making me any furure viſits.” 


Leander. * "| ko it 13 hard to ſuffer fer the fauii 
of another, yet, madam, be aſſured I tl 
never defize any thing that may give ai 
flus a pretence for his ill treatment ;—1I nat 
myſelf, however, that the remembrancc 0! ou 
former tenderneſs is not ſo totally obliterated 
but that. friendſhip may fſubfiit between us ; 
you may, at leaſt, permit me to write to y 
{ometimes.” | 

C'cora, * T know not whether even that woul 
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Lander. * Neither virtue, nor duty to the beſt 
t of bn{bands; could fet down as a fault the fa- 
© your I requeſt ; and to prevent all miſinterpre- 
« tations of our innocent correſpondence, I thall 
tzke fuch precautions as will keep it a fecret from 
all the world.” | 
Clora. * Well, fir, I cannot refuſe this utoef 
of your compaſſion for me, and think I ought 
"not to deprive myſelf of any innocent conſola- 
' tion under my preſent affiQion ;— you may 
therefore be aſſured that I ſhall receive, and 
' anſwer your | letters, with all rhe fatisfaction a 
woman In my circumſtances either Can or ought 
F-to- feel. -: 
He was. coins to make "00 reply, when Betty 
returned from her errand ;—the was a little ſur- 
Woiile! at ſecing hun there, and ſaid nothi ung till. 
ber-lady, impatient to know the ſucceſs of what 
he had been about, ſpoke thus to her : 
Cleora, * Well, Betty, have rou done. the buſineſs 
F 1 ſent you. on pb? 
betty, * Yes, madam,—plenſe to ep into the 
next room and I w!ll give you an account. 
Cleora, * No, you may tell we bere,—-1 Car 
alt this gentleman's diſcretion.” 
The maid then informed her that ſhe had agreed 
lodgings at the houſe of a great taylor, w chow 
ac named, in Norfoik- fireer ; .—o0n this Cleors 
[Mclircd Lonkder to retire, ſaying the muſt get herſelf 
WQeady, tor ſhe was determined to depart immediately ; 
oulf-he offered not to oppoſe her delign ; but tho' the 
( wt they took of each other now was accompani- 
= with the greateſt reſpect on his tide, and referve 
you her's, I could eaſily perceive that this interview had 
indled in both their hearts thoſe flames of 
i<ion they before had felt. 
After he had left the room, Cleora's things not 
wing been unpacked, there needed little prepa- 
aivn for her going ;—the ſent for Mrs. Clip, and 
jade her a handiome preſent for the trouble the 
d piven her houſe ; but. finding her a tattling 
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woman, acquainted her not with that to which 
_ ſhe was removing ;—I ſaw both the miſtreſs and 
the maid, with all their luggage, depart in the 
fame manner they- had come ; but did not ac 
company them to their new habitation, as I coul{ 
not promiſe myſelf wich finding any thing there 
as yet worihy of my inquiry. 

_ The Gifcourſe of the town afterwards informed 
me, that Cleora had employed a lawyer, and was 
ſoliciting either to have her whole fortune retury- 
ed, or an annual allowance to the amount of the 
intereſt of it :—Ariſtus was at firſt refiaQory to 
all propofals of tkis nature ; but all his friends 
and his mother in particular, joining their pe- 
foaſions, he at laſt was prevailed on to fign arti 
_ cles of a final ſeparation z by which it wa 
_ agreed, that ſhe ſhouid have a. penſion of thrite 

tundred pounds a year during his life, and in 

caſe he died before her, her whole fortune 16 
| ſtored, 

_ T frequently called upon Cleora and found that 

duiing this negotiation with her huſband, ſhe kept 
her reſolution of not ſeeing Leander ; but tu - 
affair was no ſooner over than he viſited her eve 


_ Gay, —the conſequence of which may ealily be o 
guciſed et, and was in a thort time proved ; lui: i 
they went to Pais together, .and ſtill contiaue to hs” 
reſide there. JP med! 


This laſt a&ion of Cleora's has doubtleſs give g* 
the worid room to believe ſhe had not bcen 
wronged by the ſuſpicions of Ariſtus ; but whoevet 
is of this opinion does her a great dea] of inv- T 
ſtice,—the Inviſible Spy is a witneſs for her, that IS 
her inclinations were virtuous, —her diſpoſition grate-WF , 
ful and ſincere, and had ſhe been treated with * 
| that confidence a good wife ought to have ben q 
no temptations would have had the power to avi ;, 
made her otherwiſe :—let all huſbands thereivre fi ,- 4 
beware how they provoke, by ill uſage and "wn 
truſt, the fate they would avoid ;—and obferit 
this maxim of the 5oet's : | ih 
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« He that would keep the fair one true and 
« kind, WI | | 
© By love muſt clap a padlock on her mind.” 


CHAP. VI. 


Treats of divers and ſundry matters, ſome of which 
the Inviſible author flatters himſelf will be wery_ 


agreeable to the greateſt part of the readers, but 


if contrary to his expectations, they ſhould hap- 


' pen to be found otherawiſe, he hopes at leaſt they 
will be excuſed on account of others, both paſt 


and to come, more entertaining and ſuitable to 


his tafte, i 
W © E N my curiof'y was not attached to the 


purſuit of any particular adventure, I fre- 
quently ſtepped, for the fake of amnſement, into 


one'or other of our great coffee-houſes ; and, 1n-_ 


deed, ſeldom returned from any of them without 
bringing home ſomething worthy of my very {e- 
tous refletions afterwards. En 
Theſe places. I think, may with propriety ercvgh 
be called the world in miniature, as they preſent 
you with ſome part of almoit every thing that 13 
0 It z—the variety of company and of humou:s 
one meets there, fill the mind with an agreeable 


mealey, which, when ſeparated and digeited by : 


mecitation, enlarges the underſtanding, and gives 
us iceas which otherwiſe might perhaps be for 
ever ſtrangers to us. | | : 

The aftairs of the army, the navy, the ſenate- 


houſe, the council-board are here freely diſcuſſed, 
and cenſured or approved, according to the dGitie- 
rent 1niereſts or inclination of the ſpeakers :—our. 


ſock at home, our colonies abroad, our commerce 
vich our neighbours, our trade among ourſelves, 
with deaths, births, marriages, -and intrigues, are 
promiſcuouſly treated on ;—the courtier, the pa- 
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triot, the man of buſineſs, and the man of plez- af.'s 
ſure, talk every one on matters relating to his own nott 
ſphere, and leave you uninformed of nothing. be f 
 Butit affords a good deal of diverſion to a curiou WM plac 
obſerver, when there happens to be in company B 
ſome country *fquire, who perhaps ſees the town cry 
but once in half ſeven years, and knows nothing hegl 
of what is done in it, but what he reads in thoie MI for | 
ſew news papers which are permitted to be fent down. {MW inde 
to the village where he lives ;—-how he itares, and to d 
gapes with his mouth quite open as it he would {wal you 
Jew all he hears, and every now and then aſks, MW allo' 
how can this he—and—how can that be ?—and expreſs £V 
his honeſt wonder on beirg told things which inceed, In 
without knowing, would icarcely be believed by pet- MW for: 
ſons brought up in leſs ſumplicity. nn HAT 
But as much as we town-bred people may lavgh FM cart 

at tuck a one, there is, 1n my opinion, another ſpe- Wl tie 
cies of mortals yet more deſerving ridicule ;—How | 1 =: 
. often have I ſeen a fellow almoſt as ignorant as the i | 


ſeat he fits upon, in every thing but the common 
_ occurrences of !ife, lifen with a ſhew of the greateſt 
attention to an abſtruſc argument ?—give a fignificant 
ned at fome parts of it —ihrug up his ſhoulders at 
another, —ſ{ometimes ſhake Sis head,— wink with one 
_ eve, feem to debate withia himſelf to which of the 
orators he ſhould give the preference, and if aſked 
any queſtion by a by-ſtander on the occaſion, rep'y 
With all the gravity of a philoſopher,—* Sir, I never 
« give my {cntiments in theſe matters — 
Whenever I chance to meet with fuch a one, | 
cannot help remembering what the witty Earl of 
Rocheſter ſaid in one of his poems : 


* When a fool among wiſe men does filently ſit, 
* A fool that ſays nothing may paſs for a wit. 


Impoſſible it is to deſcribe folly in all its variow: 
ſhapes ; but there 1s none more prepoſterous than 
when it puts on the garh of wiſdom, aff<&s to be 


ſentencious and auſtere, and endeavours to hide , 
| als's 
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af.'s cars beneath the veil of deep profundity ;—yet 


nothing is ore common than this, as may every day. 


be ſeen on benches more reſpeQable than thoſe in the 
places I am ſpeaking of. SAD ly 

But it is very likely that the impatient reader will 
cry out, —VW hat is all this to the purpoſe ?—and 
begin to think it high time I ſhould relate ſomething 
for his enterta!nment, if not for his improvement ;— 


indeed I cannot poſitively promiſe that I ſhall be able. 


to do either the one or the other, but I will endea- 
your the beſt I can; and a candid mind will always 
allow that there is ſome merit 1n a good intention. 


| Well then,—on the evening of that memorable day 


in which Dr. Cameron was executed, and the bills 
for naturalifing the Jews and for preventing clandeſtine 


marriages had paſſed the royal affent, I went to a 


catain celebrated coffee-houſe at the court end of 


the town, neither White's nor St. James's, yet I found 


it as full of company as ever [ faw either of them. 
The moment 1 entered the room I perceived the 
important tranſactions of the . day engrofſed the dif- 


courſe of the whole aſſembly, except among ſome 


tew ſtriplings, ſuch as the French diſtinguiſh by 


the name of Petit Maitres, but by their dreſs ap- 


peared bclonging to the grmy ;—theſe I left to adjuſt 
their ſword-knots and toupees, and advanced where a 


ſet of more ſerious gentlemen attra&ted my attention, 
I found they had been talking of the Marriage- 
Bill; but whatever arguments had been urged among 
them, pro and con, either in vindicaticn or difappro- 
bation of it, were all over before I came ; and the 
firſt thing 1 heard, and which made me know what 
had been the ſubject of their converſation was this : 
Firſt Gentleman. * I am very ſenſible, gentlemen, 
© that it does not become us to make objections to 
any bill in parliament, after it js once enacted into 
a law :;—but I heard of an odd accident happening 
yeſterday, which may ſerve to ſhew the conſe- 
* quences that are likely to attend laying ſuch a re- 
* firition on the hearts of young people ;—if you 
pleaſe I will relate it to you” 
5 Second 
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Second Gentleman. * Pray do fir.” | 

| Third Gentleman, * 1 dare anſwer it will he x 
favour to vs all,” | 

Firfl Gentleman. * You muſt know, gentlemen, 
that I am acquainted with an eminent citizen, who 
has undet his guardianſhip a young lady called Miſ 
Haſty, a fortune of. twenty thouſand pounds ;— 
IT take him to be a worthy honeſt man, and one 
who wouid fanhfully diſcharge the truſt repoſed in 
him ; —ſome buſineſs obliging me to call on him 
this morning, I found him with a countenance full 
of trouble and confuſion ;—on my aſking him if 
* any misfortune had happened in his fanuly, he re- 


a 


© plied, —* There are few things could give me more 
« concern, —Miſs Haſty is married, and has tirown 
© herſelf away in a moſt ſtrange and unaccountable 


«© manner.” Se DEE OOTY | ; 
On my exprefling ſome ſurpriſe, he related the 
whole ſtory to me, which I will give you the parti- 


_ culars of, as near as I can remember, in the fame 


manner he told them : | 


* The Marriage-Bill, it ſeems, had been a great 


© bugbear to this young lady all the time it was de- 
« pending in parliament, and when ſhe heard it had 
* paſſed both houſes, and waited only the royal 
© aſſent, ſhe took a reſolution not to leave it in the 
« power of her guardian to put any conſtraint upon 
- Bk inclination ;—ſthe had no lover, nor was there 
« any particular perfon to whom ſhe wiſhed to be 


'© united for life, yet was determined to be fo to 


* ſomebody or other ;—accordingly ſhe went yeſter- 
* day morning into the compting-houſe, where my 

, a ſpruce young man, fat writing at 
© his deſk,'—< Good-morrow, Mr. Cypher, faid the, 
& do you not wonder what brings me here fo early ?” 


| —#* 1 have not yet had time for wonder, Mis, an- 


«« ſwered he, you are but juſt come in. —But pray 
«© what are your commands ?”—* Þ have a mind to 
«© be married, reſumed ſhe, will you have me ?”— 
« Certainly, Miſs, ſaid he, if I were wotthy of that 
« honour,” —< "That is none of your affair, returned 


6« ſhe, 
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« ſhe, if you agree to my propoſal throw away your 
« pen and go with me this moment to May-Pair 
« Chapel.” —* The young fellow, who imagined not 
« the meant any thing more than to rally him, replied 
« lauzhing,—* With all my heart, Miſs ; but ſhall 
« we not make my matter of our party ?” —* Pijſh, 
« cried ſhe ſcornfully, I did not think you were ſuch 
« a fool ; but remember what I fay, you will here- 
« after repent your not taking m2 at my word.” | 
« This refuſal did not baulk her intention, —ſh> 
© took a hackney-coach directly, made herſelf bez 
« drove very flowiy up one ſtreet and down another, 
« looking in at every thop the paſſed, till the ſaw a 
© neat young fellow behind a haberdather's counter ; 
« —here ſhe ſtopped, and beckoned him to come to 
© her,—which he did, bowing very humbly ; | but 
© ſhe made him come into the coach, and aſked him 
© if he was married ;—to which queſtion he anſwer- 
© ing in the negative, ſhe made him the fame offer 
© ſhe had the clerk ;—the young fellow, who was 
© only a journeyman, having no friends nor fortune 
© to ſet him up in his buſineſs, thought his condition 
« could not be made worſe by the venture, and after 
' a ſhort pauſe conſented :—he wou'd have gone 
* back for his hat' and gloves, but the would not 
{ p:rmit him, and away they drove to May-Fair, - 
© where they were jmmediately married by one of 
* thoſe parſons who officiate there,” _ In 
* When the ceremony was over ſhe fent him home 
' in another coach, telling him ſhe would come in 
© about two hours and claim him for a huſband, 
* which the did, after having hired handſome lody- 
* ings for the conſummation of their nuptials. 
+ My friend was ſurpriſed when dinner was ſerved 
' up and Miſs Haſty not at table, and much more to 
 0n being told ſhe went out in the morning in a 
' hackney-coach, without either her maid or foot- 
© man to attend her ;—night coming on, and the not 
* returned, he grew very uneaſy,—lſent to all her 
* acquaintance in ſearch of her, but in vain, no body 
had ſeen her the whole day :—the clerk, on this 
. © beginning 
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228 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 
« beginning to think the offer ſhe had made him way 
more in earneſt than he had believed it, related 
to his maſter all the conference that had paſſed he. 
tween them in the compting-houſe, on which the 
honeſt gentleman was almoſt out of his wits, —he 
apprehended the truth of what had happened, and 
that all the meaſures he could now take would he 
- too late to prevent her ruin. - | 
« He told me that no man had ever paſſed a night 
in greater diſqutets than he had the laſt ;—the 
morning, however, put an end to the fuſpence he 
| had been in, —ſhe came and brought her bridegroom 


4 
© with her,—told him the motives that had induced 
© her to take the ſtep ſhe had done, and the manner 
c 
c 


in w..ich ſhe had executed fo odd an enterprize ;— 
* adding, that it was her glory to diſappoint the le- 
giſlature, and not left it in the power of any guar- 
* q'#3: her to diſpoſe of her hand, or reſtrain her 
from giving it wherever ſhe had an inclination. 
© The miſchief was now irremediable, advice and 
reproof were equally in vain, ſo he anſwered little 
to the recital the had made him ; and ſhe departed 
with her ſpouſe, taking with her her two ſervants 
and all her baggage.” pe nn 
Here the gentleman ended his little narrative, and 
received the thanks of the company for the trouble 


Py I.) 


| he had given hunſelf ;—after which one of them 


faid: | wi tf | 
Second Gentleman. * I] do not doubt, indeed, but 
that the paſſing this bill will bring about many 
ſuch marriages ;—I have it confidently affirmed, 
that fince the bringing it into the houſe, which | 
think is not aboye three months, there have been 
more couples nooſed in the Fleet, May-Fair, and 
other private chapels, than in all the churches 
throughout London in a whole year. 
Third Gentleman. - * That may be ; but however 
unlucky it may prove to ſome private families, ] 
cannot think it concerns the publick in any meaſure 
* equal to the Naturalization of the Jews p-thoup 
| | + 300 
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« for my part, I am determined never to give my 
© vote for any member who ſupported etther.” _ mA; 
| Here ſeveral ſtarted up, and cried with one voice, 111008 ; 
—s Nor I, Nor I, by Heaven '—on which another, =} 
who I had not heard ſpeak Lefore, reproved the 
warn:th they expreſſed in theſe terms: 2 
Fourth Gentleman. * Hold, gentlemen,— whatever 
© your thoughts are, it ſeems to me highly impolitic 
* in you to declare them in. this public manner ;— 
© conſider, I beſeech you, that 1f what you ſay 
« ſhould reach the ears of the honourable houſe, they 
« might, perhaps, rather than run the hazard of not 
4 being re-cholen, eſtabliſh themſelves in their feats 
© for Frag fourteen, or one and twenty yeals, and 
* ſo on ad infnitum _ | | | 
Firſt Gentleman. * What, a perp<tual diQtator- | 
« ſhip!—Tuth.—tuſh, the people would not bear it.” Wl Ji 
Second Gentleman. * No, no, they would not mt! | | 
Cher it? | 
Fourth Gentleman. * Ingced they would bear that 
« and every thing elſe ;—you are quite miſtaken in 
« your fellow-ſubje&s,—they are not what they 
«© were in former days :—ſome few of them, it's true, 
* might bounce and blufter a little at firſt, eſpecially Fl 
+ over their cups, but when once the firſt of the I 1 
© liquor was evaporated they would cool like a diſh (i | 
© of tea, and become as gentle and tractable as WWE 
* lambs.” ©  6CE5 #y, Wi 11 4 
_ Third Gentleman. * Sir, ] have the honour to be VIREW 
« entiiely of your way of thinking ;—the ancient Mi 1 6 
ſtubbornneſs of the people of England: has been I il 
| worn off for a long time,—they now know better Wi 110 
* than to be too {irictly tenacious, like their leſs Bi 11 
* wiſe forefathers, of what they call their rights and WH 
S © privileges ;—the luxuries of life have taken off their 1 i 
© fierceneſs, and while they are indulged fo far as to IMF") 
* be left to play at—Laugh and Fe dewn,—will never IRE) 
© £0 to hard-beads with ary body.” | VIE! 
Firjl Gentleman, * T bat 1s very true in moſt caſes; Il 
* —but an <lcCtion 1s a thing of a ditterent nature TWIT 
| + tiom wy! 
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« beginning to think the offer ſhe had made him was 
© more in earneſt than he had believed it, related 
< to his maſter all the conference that had paſſed be. 


© tween them in the compting-houſe, .on which the 


© honeſt gentleman was almoſt out of his wits, —he 
« apprehended the truth of what had 14 part and 
© that all the meaſures he could now take would be 


* too late to prevent her ruin. 


"+ He told me that no man had ever my 2 night- 


' © in greater diſquiets than he | had the laſt ;—the 
< morning, however, put an end to the ſuſpence he 
* had been in, —ſhe came and brought her bridegroom 
_* with her,—told him the motives that had induced 
© her to take the ſtep ſhe had done, and the manner 
* in w:ich ſhe had executed ſo odd an enterprize ;— 
* adding, that it was her glory to diſappoint the le- 
« giflature, and not left it in the power of any guar- 
© & 91 - her to diſpoſe of her hand, or reſtrain her 
 * from giving it wherever ſhe had an inclination. 
« 'The miſchief was now irremediable, advice and 
© reproof were yy in yain, ſo he anſwered little 
* to the recital ſl; had made him ; and ſhe departed 
* with her ſpouſe, taking with her her two ſervants 
_ © and. all her baggage.” 3:0 RT 
_ Here the gentleman ended his little narrative, and 
| received: the thanks of the company for the trouble 


he had given himſelf ;—after which one of them 


faid : | CG 

| Second Gentleman. * I do not doubt, indeed, but 
that the paſſing this bill will bring about many 
ſuch marriages ;—I have it confidently affirmed, 
' that ſince the bringing it into the houſe, which | 


more couples nooſed in the Fleet, May-Fair, and 
. other private chapels, than in all the churches 

throughout London in a whole year, _ 
Third Gentleman. * That may be ; but however 
unlucky it may prove to ſome private families, | 
cannot think it concerns the /publick in any meaſure 
* equal to the Naturalization of the Jews dag 8 
2:4 for 
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« for my part, I am determined never to give my 
© vote for any member who ſupported either. 

- Here ſeveral ſtarted up, and cried with one voice, 
—+ Nor I,— Nor I, by Heaven ?—on which another, 
who I had not heard ſpeak before, reproved the 
warmth they expreſſed in theſe terms: LE | 
Fourth Gentleman. * Hold, gentlemen,— whatever 
© your thoughts are, it ſeems to me highly impolitic 
* in you to declare them in this public manner ;— 
© conſider, I beſeech you, that if what you f 
« ſhould reach the ears of the honourable houſe, they 
© might, perhaps, rather than run the hazard of not 
4. being re-choſen, eſtabliſh themſelves in their ſeats 
© for ſeven, fourteen, or one and twenty years, and 
© ſo on ad infinitum' _ | 
| Firſt Gentleman, * What, a perpetual diQtator- 
« ſhip !—Tuſh,—tuſh, the people would not bear it.” 
Second Gentleman. * No, no, they would not 
© bear it.* ba Le.” | | 
Fourth Gentleman. * Indeed they would bear that 
© and every thing elſe ;—you are quite miſtaken in 
| « your fellow-{ubjefQs,—they are not what they 
© were in former days :—ſome few of them, it's true, 

* might bounce and blufter a little at fuft, eſpecially 

over their cups, but when once the firſt of the 

© liquor was evaporated they would cool like a diſh 

* of tea, and become as gentle and traCtable as 

© lambs.? | | | SC opig 2 

Third Gentleman. * Sir, |] have the honour to be 

* emiiely of your way of thinking ;—the ancient 

* ſtubbornneſs of the people of England: has been 

© worn off for a _ time,—they now know better - 


n * than to be too firiftly tenacious, like their leſs 
d ' wiſe forefathers, of what they call their rights and 
es © privileges ;—the luxuries of life have taken off their 
© fierceneſs, and while they are indulged ſo far as to 
er {. be left to play at—Laugh and He down,—will never 
1 * g0 to bard-beads with any body.” NIE 
re Fir/l Gentleman. * That is very true in moſt caſes; 
gy * —but an clcion is a thing of a different nature 


« ftjom 
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from others ;—you do not conſider that an elcQion. 


4 

* 18 a kind of harveſt, both in town and country, 
* and a man ſometimes gets as much for his vote as 
* enables him to pay his taxes for a twelvemonth” 


Second Gentleman. * Ay, ay, we ſhall fi:d ©Y 


cities, towns, or corporations that will do like the 
Weſtminſter eleQors,—ſet up a candidate, and 


o 

C 

< raiſe a contribution to bear the expences of his 
: | 


ſtanding.” | 
Third Gentleman. * No,—if they did, they might 
* like them too be left in the lurch, and laughed at 
« for their pains.” ad FLO110 Ls 
There is no pretending to ſay how long this dil. 
te would have laſted, or in what manner it would 
Br ended ;—the ſudden appearance of an uncouth 
man at the farther end of the room, put a ſtop to all 
the converſation, and drew the eyes of the whole 
company upon him ;—he looked wildly about him 
for ſome moments, ?®till the waiter aſking him what 


he wanted, he anſwered in accents which ſhewed 


kin:ode dif: foes Gig o 
Iriſhman. * Ara, Dc ve would: know where I 
© can get the ſpeech of my couſhin Mac Dunde ? 
_ » Waiter. *% You have no coufin here, go about 
* your buſineſs. [EEE Sg | 55 
Iriſhman. * Arra, honey, you might give a ſhivil 
_ © anſwer to a poor ſtranger ;—it is not ſo you would 
« be ſerved if you came to Eireland” _ | | 
- Waiter, © | Thaw't make the trial. Go, I ay,— 
© this is no place for ſuch as you” | 7 
Iriſhman. * By my ſhoul, joy, an honeſt Eiriſh- 
-< man that carries a chair above here did ſent me to 
* you, 'and faid you did know wy couſhin Mac 
c wt very well, and could tell me news of him. 
On this the pert 'W-natured waiter was going to 
puſh him out of "the houſe, but a gentleman, either 
through pity, or for the: ſake of having ſome ſpori 
with him, called him back with thefe words : 


- Gentleman, * Come hither, ' friend, —Who is it 


_ © you enquire for” TE 
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Iriſhman. * For my couſhin Mac Dunder ;—my- 
© ſelf is come all the way from Bullruddre on pur- 
« pole to ſee him ;—1I hear he has got brave trade, 
© and lives as great as the Lord Lieutenant, and it 
© ma be he will do fomething for his poor re- 
© lathion,” _ 

Gentleman, * Ts Mr. Mac Dunder your couſ in 7? 

Iriſhman. * Aye, by Criit and St. Patrick, is he, 
© my own full couſhin” _ 

Gentleman. * Well then, PII tell you where you 
« may find him? 

Iriſhman. * Bleſs your ſweet face.” 

Gentleman, * At Paris.” 

Iriſhman. * And where is that place, Joy ? 

Gentleman, * Not above a thouſand miles hence.” 

Iriſbman. © Hubbuboo ;—and how ſhall myſelf 

© get there ?—I have but one thirteen- -pence piece 


© and two rapparee halipence in my purſe.” 


Gentleman. * You had better not attempt It ; for 
* to tell you the truth, I believe he is gone by this 
« time, though much again his will, ſomewhat far- 
© ther,” 

Iriſhman. * If I could hs ſeen him he might 
© have taught me the fame trade of gaming that he 
* has got fo much by. 

Gentleman. * What he has got you had better be 

* without ;—ſo, friend, I would advife you to go 
* back to Bullruddre,—and here 1s mething 6 to help 
* to bear your charges.” 

The gentleman then threw him half a crown and 


| turned away, and the poor fellow went out of the 


houſe, ſhaking his head and looking extremely pi- 
teous. 

The name of Mac Dunder and his late tranſaQtions 
were well known to molt of the company, and fome 
diſcourſe concerning him enſued among them, which, 
m reſpect to ſome who have been his affociates, I 
ſhall forbear to repeat. | 

| was juſt thinking to quit this place, and was 
dy at the door, when a hackney-coach ſtopped, 
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and the driver of it alighted from his box, and aſked 


if one Mr, Young!y was in the coffee-room; on 
which the gentleman who owned that name came 
out and ſtepped to the coach fide, where a lady put- 
ring out her head faluted him with this reproach : 
Lady. * How erue} are you to oblige me to this 
: vs; of ſeeing you ?—I can ſcarce live a day 
« without you, yet you have ſuffered me to languith 
« for almoſt a whole week. 

+ Youngl. * 1 have had buſineſs, and could 


© not Soak n lady, who beſides her huſband hzs 


* a plurality of lovers, could want conſolation 
* for the abſence of one ;———-Mr. Miramour was 
« doub'leſs in the way to ſupply my place. 
Lady, * Ungrateful creature, do you not know 
© that all the love I ever had for him vaniſhed at the 
« ſight of you, and that I have never ſince granted 
< him the leaſt favour ?—but come in,—ny fool of a 
_ © huſband 1s ſecure, and we may paſs an hour or two 
* at leaſt together” _ 
 Youngly. * Impoſſible at this time,o=T have an 
* engagement that I cannot diſpenſe with.” 
Lady. * Well then, ſhall we meet to-morrow ? 
Youngh. * To-morrow | will ; j—at the old place, 
*Ifu oY ;— What hour ?” | 
| had. * About eight : — But ny I depend 
* upon you ?” : 
Youngly.  * You may, I will not fail.” 


_ The Sh then drove away, and Youngly returned 


to his company ; —but who this lady was, and the 
_ effets of her unhappy conduR, "wok be Frere to 
another chapter. 


"CHAP. vt 


Preſents the reader with a full view of the beautiful 


and much celebrated Sabina, in an impartial de- 
ſeription of her perſon and charatter, with ſame 


_ particulars in re/ation_ to her own amours, and the 
| | vhich attended thi 7 oy 
conſequences awhi ttended this laſt afſignation 


by made with her favourite YT oungly. | 


FIT) HAT children do not always behave in the 

fame manner with their parents, is not fo 
much owing to their being. born with different pro- 
penſities, as to their education and the company they 
may happen to fall into, at an age when nature 18 


moſt liable to be ſwayed by example. 


We often ſee the moſt virtuous couples unhappy 
in a degenerate offspring ; but we rarely ſee good. 
branches ſpout from a vicious ſtock :—an evil diſpo-. 
fition may be correQed by advice, by perinaſion and- 


example, and a good one perverted by the ſame 
means z but when a perſon 1s ſo unfortunate as to be 


deſcended from baſe. and wicked parents, is brought 


' up under them, is witneſs bf all their ations, and 
have companions of the fame caſt, it is ſcarce poſſi- 


ble that ſuch a one can have a mind enriched with 


any noble, or moral principles, _ | 
What other could the once doating deceived 


Germanicus _— in his marriage with Sabina, than 


the vexations he has fatally experienced ;—Can all 


the beauties of her perſon now make atonement for 
the blemiſhes of her mind ?—No,—he rather curſes 
' than admires thoſe charms that drew him in, and. 


withes himſelf any thing ſo he were not a huſband. 


Yet aſk him why he married, he will tell you he 
married a woman of fortune, quality, and an un- 


common ſhare of beauty ;——- all this is very true ; * 
but a man not blinded by his pailion woul:! have ex- 


amined by what means the two former were <cb- 


tained ; and, above all, what fort of diſpoſnjon was 


hid beneath the varniſh of an outſide loveling(s. 


Was 
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Was not her family among the loweſt rank, til 
one of them raiſed himfelf to opulence by aQtions 
which ought to have brought him to a gibbet, ang 
ivſtead of ennobling his poſterity, entailed on them 
Perpeiual infamy ?— Was the not trained up under 
a mother whoſe bad condu@ has been equally noto- 
rious ?— Was ſhe not from her moſt early years 
ſoothed in every vanity, pampered in. every luxury, 
and taught to think that appetites and paſſions were 
never given but to be indulged? 
* Could Germanicus be ignorant of theſe glaring 
truths ?— if he were not, yet raſhly ventured on 
ſo unpromiſing a union, who can pity the misfor- 
tunes, the diſquiets, the diſgrace, it has inyolved 


himin, | — oy Ab 

The many proofs ſhe gave of too warm an incli- 
nation before marriage, as alſo many of the ſeveral 
amours the had after ſhe became a wife, I ſhall paſi 
over; the firſt that made any great noiſe in the 
world was that with Miramour, which perhaps was 
chiefly owing to the manner of its commencement, 
which he thinking himſelf under no obligation to 
conceal, has ſince made no ſecret of in all companies, 
whenever her name happens to come upon the car- 
pet. RD yn 
- This gentleman had a miſtreſs, who, on account 
_ of a certain haughtineſs in her temper and behaviour, 
| he called Roxana ;— he ſupported her in ſo genteel 
a manner, that had her reputation been. equal to 
| her appearance, ſhe might have been entitled to the 
beſt company.—- CharaQter, hawever, was the leaſt 
_ thing conſidered by Sabina in the choice of her ac- 
- quaintance ;— ſhe accidentally met with this lady at 
a milliner's, fell into diſcourſe with her, liked her, 
invited her to her houſe, and there ſoon grew a great 
intimacy between them. _ 
That Roxana was kept by Miramour was no ſecret 


to the town, nor did ſhe attempt to make any of it 


to Sabina ;— on the contrary, ' the talked freely '0 
her of many paſſages in their amorous conyerfation; 
but how dangerous is it for one woman "to boafi _ 
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much of the perfeQions of her lover, to another no 
ſefs ſanguine in her conftitution ?— Sabina, who had 


often ſeen Miramour without taking any notice of _ 


him, now became ſo fired with. the rapturous deſ- 
cription given of him. by his miſtrefs, that ſhe in- 
ſtantly became her rival, and languithed to experi- 


ence in reality that hehe which the other had 


given ſo high an idea 0 


As ſhe never took any thing of this nature into 
her head without attempting to accompliſh it, and 


had no regard to decorum in the manner of her do- 
ing ſo, ſhe ſent a billet to ham by a porter containing 
theſe lines : | i 


RE To Mizamovus, 
RIM: oo ini itt ey 
® FF your attachment to the charms of your kept 
« 1] miſtreſs, makes you not look on all the reſt of 


« womankind a8 infipid taſteleſs creatures, the invi- 


*« tation. this brings you will not be unwelcome ;— 
« a woman of quality, young, and in moſt men's 
«. eyes handſome, has found ſomething in you that 


«. excites in her the deſire of a private interview, and 
« to that end will call on you this evening about 


.* fevenat White's ;— till when muſt remain, 
REY « With a great deal of impatience, 
| | « Your IncoGniTa.” 


The meſſenger who carried this had firi&t orders not 
to tell from whom it came ;—curiofity, however, for 


it could be called no other paſſion as yet, made Mi- 
ramour punEual to the time, nor was Sabina leſs 


ſo.;— he had not waited many minutes before the 
came ;— on his coming into the coach he. found her 


face entirely . hid under her hood, which ſhe told .. 
him laughing, he muſt not expect to ſee til! they © 
were 'in a place more, proper for him to give, her © | 
proof how agreeable it was to him; on this he or= 


dered the coachman to drive to an adjacent tavern, 
where” being ſhewed into a private room the lacy 
ſoon threw off her diſguiſe. vt wenn 

| | | . © Ky” oy He 


i 
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He had not enough depended on the charaRter ſhe: 
had' given of herſelf, not to be ſurpriſed and tran- 


ſported on finding Sabina in the perſon of his Incog- 


nita ; . and exprefſed the ſenſe he had of the honour 
ſhe did, and the happineſs he hoped their meeting 
| would beſtow on him, in terms ſo warm, and ſo pat- 
fonate, as infinitely charmed her. _ 


They paſſed ſome hours together to their-mutual 


_ ſatisfa&tion, nor parted without an appointment to 


ſee each other the next day ;— but Sabina, not 


' thinking it ſafe to come often to fo public a place as 
a tavern, undertook to provide a more proper ſcene 
| for the continuance of their intrigue, | 

As indolent as this lady is in moſt other affairs, it 
muſt be confeſſed that no woman was ever more 


punctual, or more incefatigable in every. thing. 


relating to the buſineſs of her love ;— on conſulting 
with a female acquaintance, who had been often 


neceſſary 'to her on ſuch occaſions, ſhe was adviſed 


by her to bire a private lodging, by the quarter, in 
ſome obſcure nook of the: town, to-which the might 


retire whenever. the had a mind, as it would be 
always ready, and neither herſelf nor the friends ſhe 


ſhould gy res her be taken any notice of. 
Sabina hi 


man took upon herſelf the accompliſhment of what 
| the had propoſed, and cafily found a place every 
way ſuitable ſor the buſineſs it was deſizned ;— the 


chamber was neat, ſpacious,” and - well turnifhed ;— 
there was a back door to. the houſe, thro' which 


any one might flip out in caſe of any danger of dif- 


covery ; and the landlady knew perteQly well the 


decorum that the ought to obſerve in regard to her 


gueſts :— the heroine of this adventure was very 


- much pleaſed with the accommodation procured ſor 
her ; and having got this receſs, which, according to 
the French, ſhe uſed to call her Petit Maiſon, hence- 
forward never inet Miramour at any other place. | R 
| 4 | ; H ut 
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_ But there was one. thing I forgot to mention in 
giving | the -charaQter of this lady, which 1s,— the 
_ uncertainty of her temper ;— Jhe 1s no leſs inconſiſt- 


ent than ſhe is amorous, and changes her. lovers : 


. almoſtas often as the does her garments, and never 


keeps ether till they are worn out; a new friend, 


like a new faſhion, is always charming to her, but 


a very little time ſerves to-make her equally pow 
weary of both. 


She loved Mi iramour cl ſhe ſaw Youngly ; z but 


' there was ſomething in the perſon and converſation 


of this laſt gentleman, that making reaſon coincide 


with paſſion, it is not to be wondered at that the 
gave him the ,preference; and a woman of a leſs 
mutable diipoſition might have been eaſily abſolved 


for transferring her affeQtions, to an objet fo much 

more worthy than the Jate engrofſer of her hearr. 

| On her fiſt acquaintance with him, | ſhe made 

| advances to him which he is tov much a man of 
pleaſure to reſiſt from any fige woman; he re- 


turned thoſe .of Sabina in a manner which made her 
think him as much devoted to her as ſhe could with ; 


_ and it was not long before the gave him-an invitati- 


on to drink tea with her at her private apartment, 
where the told him they might laugh Away an _ 


without interruption. 


. He .took the hint, and flew to the place of ren- 


dezvous, where it is not to be doubted bur he found 


all the welcome he could with or expe& from the ob- 
liging fair. ' 


They had many Interviews, but Youngly baving 


by ſome accident heard of her intrigue with Mi- 


ramour, he not_ only frequently reproached/her with 


it, but alſo was far from feeling for her that affeQion 
in his heart, -which otherwiſe her beauty might have 
inſpired him ' with,” as the. reader will eafly believe, 
by the recital I gave in the laſt chapter of the conver- 


ſation he had with her, when the called upon him-at 
the collogheuſe, 
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In the mean time, Roxana, who, from the com- 
-mencement of Miramour's acquaintance with Sabj. 
na, had feen him leſs often than ſhe had been ac- 
cuſtomed, and had alſo ſome other reaſons to ſuſpe@t 
a decreaſe in affeQtion, began preſently to imagine 
that ſome new face had ſupplanted her ;— ſhe com- 


Plained to him of his unkindneſs, but he abſolutely 


_ denied having given her any cauſe, and made a 
thouſand excuſes for his late behaviour ;— but this 
did not fatisfy her,— ſhe was not to be deceived in 
matters. of which ſhe was ſo good a judge; and 
convinced that ſhe had a rival, bent her whole 
thoughts on diſcovering the perſon. ” 
By . an emiffary whom ſhe employed to watch 
Miramour wherever he went, ſhe ſoon found out 
the place where he met the obje&t of his new at- 
tachment ; but as that lady was carried into the 


Houſe in. a chair, with the curtains cloſe drawn, 
was fill as far as ever from knowing the face that 


had undone her. : £ oN 

— Upon inquiry among the neighbours, ſhe was in- 
formed that the houfe was noted for -giving recepti- 
' n to people who liked each other more than they 
were willing the world ſhould know they did; and 
this put a firatagem into her head, which was 
_ crowned with all the ſucceſs ſhe-Eould' wiſh 'or hope ; 


| not only for exploring what at preſent was a myſtery 


to her, but alfo for being amply revenged on her fait 
{157011 OE TT 
The miſtreſs of Miramour knew the town long 


before ſhe knew him, and was'not anacquainted with. 


| the cuſtom 'of ſuch houſes ; the went one morning 
_ £0 (the governante of this, "and after ſaying that 'ſhe 
Had been recommended by a perfon who 'knew her, 
| told her the ſhould be glad tohave a'chaniber, to 
- which ſhe might ſometimes Tome with a | friend, 
whom 'it was not convenient for her 'to fee 'at home: 
= the 'old 'gentlewoman' replied, that her beſt room 
was rented by the quarter, by a lady who eame 
often thither; and that the next, which was the 
only one the had to ſpare, the others being occu- 


pied 
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pied by herſelf and family, ſhe feared would be 
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tod 
ſmall. — Roxana cried, ſhe did not regard how ſmall 


it was, provided it was otherwiſe commodious ;— _ 
#n this ſhe was ſhewed up to it, and finding it was 


divided from the other only by a thin wainſcot par- 
tion, preſently agreed for it, giving the old woman 
ſo good a premium in hand that ſhe was highly fa- 
tizhed with her new incumbent. © 4.4 

et poſſethion of the very next room .to that whete 
Fi lover ahd his . new miſtreſs met, ſhe began to 
confider, that to go thither alone might raiſe ſome 
ſuſpicions in the woman of the houſe, and was a 
little at a loſs what man ſhe ſhould take with her and 


make paſs for a gallant, as whoever went he muſt of 


neceſſity be” made the confidant of the whole affair ; 
— at laſt ſhe pitched upon the fellow ſhe had employ- 
ed as a ſpy upon Miramonr ;— his appearance, in- 


deed, was very mean ; but that, ſhe thought, would 


not be regarded, becauſe there are many fine ladies 


in town who might be glad of ſuch a place for an in- 


terview with their butler or coachman. 


' Accordingly ſhe went the next day, accompanied 


by her pretended gallant;— they were there ſome 
tinie befote the hour in which he had told her he 
had ſeen Miramour go in, in order to prepare things 
for a. more perfe& diſcovery ;— this was done b 

the young fellow's boring holes through the wain-= 
ſcot in ſo dextrous a manner, that they -could fee all 
over the room without being ſeen themfelves, though 


they ſtood cloſe to the orifice :— no one, however, 
came that night, and. the impatient Roxana was ob- 


lied to return home unſatisfied as ever. _ os 
"The next day. ſhe repaired thither again, attend- 


&d as before, and met with the ſame diſappointment ; 


but'on the third was more ſucceſsful :— ſhe had not 
been fnany minutes in the chamber when a ruſtlin 


of filks upon the ſtairs made her know ſotnebody nh | 


coming up, 'on which ſhe ran haſtily, without-mak- 
Ing any noiſe, to -one of the peep-holes ;— but how 
gat was her aſtoniſhment when ſhe ſaw Sabina en- 


ter 3 


Having accompliſhed ſo far of her deſign, as to 
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" cafioned her to ſpeak to him in this manner, while WP cei 
| mm hanging on his breaſt: 7 
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ter ;— ſcarce could ſhe refrain exclaiming alora 


againſt the treachery of a woman, who, after being Ml © 


made her confidant, had robbed her of the beſt pait Wl © 
of the affeEtions of her lover. . _ $i 
But ſoon the current. of her paſſion turned a dif. Ml *- 


ferent way, when, inſtead of Miramour, the faw Ml « 


Youngly puſh open the door and throw himſelf into 
Sabina's arms; on which, withdrawing from her Ml * 
poſk, * You fool, cried ſhe to her emiſſary, to what Ml * 1 


* a fruitleſs labour have you expoſed me ?— it is not Ml © 
_* Mjramour, but Youngly that I have all this while 


* paid you for following.—" How could you be 6 MW* 1 
* 'mope-eyed as to miſtake the one for the other ? F 

* Nay, madam, replied the fellow, T am ſure | M* 6 
© know Mr. Miramour, and I will ſwear that it waz WM » 


* him that I ſaw come into this houſe, and preſently ; 
"© after a lady In a chair, as | then told you.'/— Ti; M' fi 
_ © falſe, returned ſhe ;— but look there and be. con- { 
« vinced. | | _ 


He then put his eye to one of the crevices ; but M* ii 


returning from it in a moment, faid,—* Madam, I MW fi 
_ © ſee very plainly'that the perſon in the next ' room {WE af 


© js not Mr. Miramour,— and one I never faw be- M*-di 


© fore;—yet am very poſitive it was Mr. Miramour }W* 9 


* whomlT followed from his own houſe to this very WI pc 
ak fg a eats . RE Beg ty SY (]c 
Roxana knew not what to think about this, aid MW T 


' faid no more ; but, liſtening attentively to the con- Mhe 

- verfation within, was preſently affured by it that her Whe x 

agent had neither deceived her, nor had been de- Wad 
_ - Ceived himſelf. | HERS 


The reader muſt obſerve, that this was the even" Moor 
ing enſuing that wherein ſhe had called on him a Wi fuc 


the coffee-houfe, and the remembrance. of the re- WF fay 


proach he had then made her at the coach door, oc- WW wil 


Sabina. * My dear, dear Youngly, I hope you 
* will now believe that 1 love you above all the 


PWNW. 72 Eos an 
OE, © Youngh. 


mth 
Vo 


Youngly. * I know,you love me enough to make 
« me happy, and. I ought to content myſelf with 
« the ſhare I have in your affections.” flu rn: 
Sabina. * Do not talk of a ſhare, — by Heaven 
: you engroſs me all !— my ſoul and all its faculties 
WH + are devoted to you.” CER . 
| Youngl, © And yet the letter Miramour acci- 
Wl © dentally -dropped in the Park and I took up, flat- 
: Wl & tered him with the ſame aſſurances you now give 
ST i Ye 
e 
0 


Sabina. * As I unfortunately played ' the fool 


with him before I-law/ you, it was neceſſary I 


© ſhould break with him by degrees; for to have 
1 MW * done it -all at once might have made him expoſe 
+ EE ENTS Ft} ro The | 

Teungly. © You' had once, however, a real paſ- 
fon for him, + 7 


© only fancied 1 loved him :—.you muit know, that 


ut MW fly vain creature, his kept miſtreſs, was always 

| MW filing my ears with ſtories of the violence of his 
jm WM affeQtion for her; and it was more 'to ſhew him the 
'- MW difference between fuch- a wretch and a woman of 


© perſon, that induced me to grant him the favours 
(] did.” | A | | 


and WW This was enough to let the liſtening Roxana into 
on- Mite whole of the affair ;— it was with - much ado 
her Wihe reftrained herſelf from flying into the next room, 
de- {Wand returning the contempt thrown upon her by the 


aſt words of Sabina ; but juſt as ſhe was at the 
ren" Wioor, and ready to burſt in on the unfuſpeCting pair, 


n a Wi fadden thought made her turn back,—* All I can 


 re- i fay to this perfidious woman, cried ſhe to herſelf, 

_oc- WM vill avail me nothing :— the wrongs I have re- 
ceived demand a vengeance more complete.” 

She then ſat down again, and calmly -mediratin 


given 


nth intereſt, the double affront Sabina - 
Vor. I. $4 LI6 T Fw. 4 M | N * 
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Sabina, * No, — it was all in imagination ;— T_ 


« quality, than any extraordinary liking I had to his | 


n what ſhe had to de, - the fertility of her inventt- 
in ſoon ſupplied her with the means of a 2 ing, 


both 


40 explain. 
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Soth'to herſelf and Miramour, who it is certain ſhÞ 
loved with more fincerity than is 


n $ commonly found 
among women of her profefſion” 

' She ſtayed til] the lovers took their leaves of each 
other, and heard an appointment made between then 
£0 meet again on the enſuing Fhurſday, 

Having 'tully perteted in her mind the defign ſhe 


foon after put in :execution, the called for the wo- 


man of'the houſe and ſaid to her,—*'Madam, I knoy 
* not but ſome gentlemen may paſs an hour or two 


+ with me here next Thurſday ;— they may polliby 


« come before me, but defire you will give then 
© admittance ; and, 'to prevent miſtakes, as the fur- 
© niture of the room 'is yellow, they thall afk for the 


_ © key of the yellow chamber.” 


The'other replied, that ſhe might depend on her 
unQuality in obſerving her commands ; after which 
oxana went 'away; but what the meant by the 

orders the had given mutt be left 'te the next chapt 


CHAP. VII 


Contains the cataſtrophe of an adventure, which th 
 .authar thinks fit to dec'are is inſerted in theſe lucy 
brations leſs to amuſe his reader, than for the ſakes 
_ ſetting in.a true light thoſe fats, which ſome peipi 
have artfully endeavoured to miſrepreſent to the pul 


by Wa es : 
TI OXANA being now fully furniſhed with at 


terials for her revenge on Sabina, without e 
poſing her beloved Miramour to the reſentment of 
injured 'hufband, wrote to the latter the next mort 
ing, in words'to this effeft:, _ LO 


To. Gaxmaxicos. 
| «cQ .; R, | | \ FR L264 
py "3 HI1S' brings you a very ungrateful prece « 
« LE intelligence — but, -in -my opinion, who 
« ever fees a perſon as and conceals it, tak 


« part in the offence, tho* innocent of the con 
j 6 mmencemt 


« mencement of the crime, is acceffary to the con-_ 


« tinuance of it ;— it would certainly be the utmoſt 
« injuſtice that you ſhould be the laſt perſon to-know 


« what concerns yourſelf alone, and I therefore 


« think it my duty to inform you of what chance has 
« diſcovered to me. a. > 2? 
« Your wife, Sir, is -falfe to your bed, and laviſth- 
« es on Mr. Youngly all thoſe favours which you 
« have a right to engroſs ;— the guilty pair meet 
« twice or thrice every week, at a lodging the rents 
« by the quarter for that purpoſe. 
_ « But to fay your wite is guilty of ſo foul a crime 
© is doing nothing, without putting it in your. power 


« to prove her ſo ;— the thing is eaſy, fir, if you 
« will follow my dire&tons ;— the lovers have ap- 
« pointed to meet to-morrow about ſeven at their 


« uſual rendezvous, ———— if you go that time, 
« or rather before it, to the third houſe on the left 
« hand in *** lane, on your aſking Mrs##**, who 
« is the keeper of this private brothel, and telling 
« her you want the key of the yellow chamber, the 
« will - preſently conduQ you to a room adjoining 'to 
« that which is the ſcene of your wife's looſe plea- 


© ſure;z— there are holes already bored through the 


* wainſcot, through which you may -plainly dif- 


«© cern all that pafſes.— It is at your own option, 


« whether you will have any other witneſſes of your 
<« wife's tranſgrefſion than your own eyes, and alſo 
« how to behave towards her after deteQion.— I 


* have diſcharged the diQtates of my conſcience in_ 


' giving you this information, and am, 
| | 66 SIR, 


_ * Your unknown friend.” 


cc P. S Be careful to drop no words that may 


o give the woman of the houſe the leaſt cauſe to 


uſpe&t either who you ate, or the motive of | your 
M 2 ; It 


* coming.” 


j 
' 
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> TITTY oh ata | . 


F 


lt is convenient that I ſhould now acquaint my 
reader, that all I have hitherto related of this ſtory, 
has come to my.knowledge. entirely by the report of 
the perſons chiefly concerned in it, and without the 


|. leaſt aſſiſtance from my Belt. of Inviſibility ;— what 


yet remains to be told I have the teſtimony of wy 


own eyes and ears to avouch. 


The many odd accounts I heard, from .time t9 


- time, in relation to Sabina's conduQt, made me re- 


ſolve to go one day to the. houſe of Germanicus, .in 


order to fatisfy my curiofity with ſeeing in what f 


Mhion this couple behaved to each other. 

The lady was abroad when I came, .but:I found 
him up in his dining-room, diverting himſelf with 
playing on the flute; but he was ſoon rouſed from that 


amuſement by the above letter being delivered to 


him by his man, faying, it was. brought by a fellay 


LY 


who the.moment he had put it into his hands vanith- 
ed like lightning from the door. 

The emotions with which he read it were yer 
great, yet much leſs than might have been expeRted 
on-ſuch an occaſion ;—he pauled,—then read again— 
examined every line with heedful eyes, and ſeemed ex: 
tremely divided in his thaughts what credit he ſhould 
give to the information.;— at laſt faid to. himſelf: 

Germanicus. * If any one had formed this conti- 
* vance, through a malicious defign of ruining he: 
© reputation or my peace of mind, they would cer- 
<« tainly haveaken_ other methods, and not, by point: 
« ing out the place, the hour, ur It in my power 
4 to prove at-once the falſeneſs of the accuſation.” 

After this he threw himſelf into an eaſy chair 


'- — leaned his head upon his hand, and in that pol: 


ture continued muſing for a conſiderable time, 


then ſeeming more relolved, ftarted up and cried: 


Germanicus. * It 1s eaſy for me to make inqur 


+ if there be ſucha houſe, — if kept by a woman 
+ the name mentioned 1n the letter, and what ch: 
\ < rater it bears.— Yet why ſhould I do this ?—Nc 


< jt is better to follow the jaſtruftions given me, 
. | 6 


} 


% 
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i-He at once aſſured ;— it ſhall be. ſo,— as Shake- 
« jpear makes Othello ſay, fe: EY 


mM ſveteforeT goubr ; when I doubt, -prove; 
And on the proof there 1s no more than this 
| Away at once with love or jealouſy. 


| He had ſcarce. done repeating theſe lines, - when 
$zbiva came in finging an Italian air;— Germanicus | 
endeavouied to recompoſe his countenance ; but” 
could not do it ſo well as not to 'make her take no- 
tice of the change, and afk if he were out of hu- 
mour ;— to which he replied: _ | | 

Germanicus. * Out of humour, madam ;— no, 
'-— ] have no cauſe,— none in the world.” DEE 

Sabina, * I think not, indeed; but men will be 
' peevith ſometimes, cauſe or not cauſe” _ | 

Germanicus, * I reſerve all my gaiety for to- 
© morrow,— and would have you do ſo too ;— 
« —4 kinſman of mine makes an entertainment, and 
' has ſent an invitation for us to be partakers of | 
& 8 | OT be | | LETT 

Sabina, * What ! to-morrow 2? 

Germanicus. * Yes, my cear, to-morrow even- 
* ing ;— fo deſire you will not engage yourſelf elſe- 
* where,” W oe 

Sabina, * Indeed T have engaged myſelf already 
' to lady Gape's aſſembly.” PS apt i 

Germanicus, * You have time enough then to 
* ſend to excuſe yourſelf from going.” 5G 

Sabina. * Indeed I ſhall not ;— I] would not dif-_ 
* appvint my dear lady Gape for all the kinſmen in_ 
' the world ; but I would have you go,— you may 
' ſay I am not well, and then my abſence cannot be 
* taken amiſs.” | : 

It was very plain to me, that Germanicus made 
this pretended invitation, only as a trap to diſcover 
whether ſhe had really any engagement on her hands 
that ſhe would not be willing to break ; and it is alſo 
as little to be doubted, but that her anſwers very 

M 3 much 
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much corroborated the contents of the epiſtle he 
hac juſt received. Fe | | 

He forced himſelf, however, to tell her with 2 
ſmile, that every thing ſhould be as ſhe would have 
it, and that he would no farther preſs her. 

vome company preſently after coming in, I found 

_ there was nothing more to be learned at that tine, 
- ſo took the firſt opportunity of quitting the houſe ; 
and went again, the next day in the afternoon, in 

the hope to diſcover ſomething mere. | 
On my arrival, the huſband and wife were fitting 
together in the moſt ſeeming amicable manner ;— 
atter ſome little time Germamicus roſe up and put 
on his hat and ſword, in order, as he ſaid, to go to 
his kin'man; on which Sabina, with a great deal of 
_ eomplailance, ſaid to him : 

Sabina. * You will not walk ſure, my dear; 
* —have you ordered the horſes to be put to?” 
 Germanicus. * No, my dear ; I leave the coach 
© for you.” | 

Sabina, * There 1s no occaſion, —T always chooſe 
_ © to go to theſe places in a chair,” 

Germanicus. * "That is as you pleaſe ;— but ] 
© ſhall waik, as I have three or four places to call at 
<* in my way to my couti's ;— fo farewel, my dear, 

* I hope you will be as merry at the aſſembly, as | 
* hope to be at the entertamment,” = 

As I imagined -Germanicus had ſomething in his 
head more than I knew of, by his being ſo haſty to 
be gone, I followed him cloſe at his heels, and 
ſound I had not been' miſtaken in my ſuppoſition ;— 
he went into a tavern, where two gentlemen, whom 
he had defired to meet him there, waited for him; 


_—- the buſineſs he had with them, was to commu- 


nicate the letter he had received from the unknown 
friend; and after having confidered a little on the 
matter, they both agreed they ſhould all three go 
together, not only to prevent any indiſcreet effetts 
of his rage on the perſons who wronged him, in caſe 
the affair ſhould prove as the letter had on” 

| | ut 


— 


THE INVISIBLE SPY. 247 
bit alſo to be his witneſſes, ' if he thought proper to 
king it before a court of judicature. | 

They ſtayed till a little before ſeven, — then went 
according to the  direQtions giver” by Roxana, — 
found every thing anſwered the deſcription ;— they 
were ſhewed up into the yellow chamber; I fill 
accompanied them; and made a fourth perſon, un- 
felt, as well as unfeen by any of them, nb” 
' They had not been thee above half an hour be- 
fore Sabina came into the next room,— Youngly . 
fon after joined her ; and the much-injured huſband 
and his two friends faw enough, from the peep-holes 
m the partition, to convince them of the truth of that 
mformation .which had brought them thither. | 

Difficult was it for Germanicus to reſtrain his fury 
on ſo. ſhocking a ſpeacle; but his friends remina- 
mg him that there was a much better way for him to 
hew his reſentment, he was at length prevailed on to - 
retire, or SUE 

They both went home with him, as did myſelf, 
reſolved to fee what farther events this night would 
procuce, . ;. Sa Whos 

Sabina came not home till near two hours paſif 
midnight ;— Germanicus ordered that the door 
ſhould not be opened ; but, after her chairmen had 
knocked two or three times, went himſelf to the 
parlour-window and ſpoke to her in theſe terms: | 

Germanicus. * Pleaſe, madam, to return from 
' whence you came, or wherever elfe you ſhall 


' think proper,— my houſe ſhall! no longer be the 
| ſhelter of a proſtitute.” FE OO 
Sabina. * What! is the man mad !— Sure you 
* have been d:inking bad wine to night.” LED FaeD 
Garmamicus. \ No, madam, the beſt I ever 
* drank in my life, — it has opened my eyes, and 
' ſhewed me the viper I have fo long cheriſhed in my 
* boſom, and now throw off for ever ;— but I 
* would not with you to ſtay longer in the cold,— 
* you can have no entrance here, and Mr. Youngly 
* will doubtleſs afford you a part of his bed' - 
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much corroborated the contents of the epiſtle he 
nac juſt received. 2 0, 

He forced himſelf, however, to tell her with 2 
ſmile, that every thing ſhould be as ſhe would have 
ir, and that he would no farther preſs her. | 

Some company preſently after coming in, I found 


there was nothing more to be learned at that tint, 
ſo took the firſt opportunity of quitting the houſe ; 
and went again, the next day 1n the afternoon, in 


the hope to diſcover ſomething mcre. | 

On my arrival, the huſband and wife were ſitting 
together in the moſt ſeeming amicable manner ;— 
atter ſome little time Germanicus roſe up and put 
on his hat and ſword, in orier, as he ſaid, to go to 
his kin'man; on which Sabina, with a great deal of 
complailance, ſaid to him : 

Sabina. * You will not walk ſure, my dear; 
* —have you ordered the horfes to be put to?” 
 Germanicus. * No, my dear ; I leave the coach 
* for you.” - OO in to | : 

Salina, * There 1s no occaſion, —1I always chooſe 
* to go. to theſe places in a Chair,” 

Germanicus. * hat is us you pleaſe ;— but |] 


© ſhall walk, as I have three or ſour places to call at 


© in my way to my coutin's ;—— fo farewel, my cear, 
© T hope you will be as merry at the aſſembly, as ! 
* hope to be at the entertamment.” | : 
As I imagined Germanicus had ſomething in his 
head more than I knew of, by his being ſo haſty to 
be gone, I followed him cloſe at his heels, ard 
ſound I lad not been miſtaken in my ſuppolition ;— 
he went into a taver:;, where two gentlemen, wiom 


| he hed defired to meet him there, waited for him; 


— the buſineſs he had with them, was to commu- 
nicate the letter he had received from the unknown 
friend; and after having conſidered a little on the 
matter, they both agreed they ſhould all three go 


| together, not only to prevent any indiſcreet effetts 


of his 1age on the perſons who wionged him, in caſe 
the atlair thould prove as the letter had tepeoſenmec] 
ut 
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but alſo to be his witneſfes, if he thought proper to 
bring it before a court of judicature. | 

They ftayed till a little before ſeven, — then went 
according to the direQtions given by Roxana, 
found every thing anſwered the deſcription ;— they 
were ſhewed up into the yellow chamber ; I fill 
accompanied them, and made a fourth perſon, un- 
felt, as well as unfeen by any of them, 

They had not been thee above half an hour be- 
fore Sabina came into the next room,— Youngly . | 
f,on efter joined her ; and the wuch-injured huſband = | 
and his two friends ſaw enough, from the peep-toles 
m the partition, to convince them. of the truth of that 
information -which had brought them thither, BY 

Difcult was it for Germanicus to refirain his fury 
on fo ſhocking a ſpeRacle; but ls friends reminG- 
ing him that there was a much better way for him to 
ſhew his reſentment, he was at length prevailed on to | 
retire, es 

They both went home with him, as did myſelf, 
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vt | 
refolyed to fee what farther events this night wouid | [ | 
procuce. _ I; T3 | | | | 
Sabina came not home til] near two hours paſt FENG: 
midnight ;—= Germanicus ordered that the coor F I 
ſhould not be opened ; but, ater her chairmen had | Ji) if 
knocked two or three times, went himſelf to the F I t 
parlour-window and ſpoke to her in theſe terms: | ſ 1 
Germanicus. * Pleaſe, madam, to return from WAV 
* whence you came, cr wherever elfe you ſhall _ | WW 1 
' think proper, my houſe ſhall no longer be the mw 
* ſhelter of a -proftitute.? © _— M| i 
| Sabina. * What! is the man mad !— Sure you Wil 
* have been d:inking bad wine to night” ” | f! 
Garmanicus. * No, madam, the beſt I ever Rk i © 
* crank in my life,— it has opened my eyes, and diþ | 
* ſhewed me the viper I have ſo long cheriſhed in my Mil! | 
* boſom, and now throw off for ever ;— but I | 
* would not with you to ſtay longer in the cold,— f Wl 1 
* you can have no entrance here, and Mr. Youngly | j 
* will doubtleſs afford you a part of his bed.” | WIN 
| M 4 With l ll | 
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= With theſe words he ſhut the window, and S:bing 
| finding herſelf deteted, —and that her huſband was 

reiolute, ordered her chair from the door ; and after 

8 ſome little conſideration how to diſpoſe of herſelf, 

| _ thought it beſt to take her huſband's advice, and re- 

| turn to the place from whence the came, as it was 
the only aſylum to which ſhe could have recourſe at 
{o unſeaſonable an hour. 

In the ſeveral] viſits ] awe made to Gernu- 
nicus, I perceived he behaved with much more mo- 
deraiion than ſome huſbands would have done ;-- 
Pailofophy had taught him to fupp ort with paticrce 
a misfortuce which was Irtenedtable z—he contented 

_ bimfelf wich taking ſuch revenge as the laws of Eng- 
| land have provided in theſe caſes ;— Youngly was ] 
ſummoned before a count of judicature, and a penalty 
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infiited on kim for his offence ; but it would have ra 

I been larger, had it not been proved, by inconteſl?ble "6 

F evidences, that he had not been the fuit who had Ws 

| . ſeduced Sabina from her mari iage yows. * * 

COT 

4 As for the lady, the is now abandoned and deſpiſed I 
E by both her lovers ; and if there be a poſhbility that 

h any thing can bring her to a juſt ſenſe of the faul's = 

He bas been guilty of, it muſt be the contempt ſhe : 

| ts treated with by all degrees of people. buf 
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BOOK 1V. 


CHAP. I. 


In which the Author confe eſſes having ein extlty of 
petty larceny ; but hofe. that the fa is of fuch a 
nature as wi'l not come under the cognizance of the 
law ; and alſo that it merits forgiveneſ, from thoſe 
into zohoſe hands this work may fal', as the chief 
motive for rommireing it was t9 0b.ige the public. 
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HAVE been intimately acquainted with Belinda 
tor a conſiderable the in my viible capacity, yet. 
never once took it info my head to make her a yiſt 
under the cover of my Belt, till her return from Bath 
this laſt ſeaſon ; nor perhaps had done 1t then, it 1 
had not been told that ihe ſuffered herſelf to be 
conducted to that place by a certain gentleman whom 
| thought it highly improper for her to continue any 
converſation with, for reaſons which I thall hereafter | 
make no ſcruple to reveal. 4 
On my entering her apartment, I found her very | 
buſy with her walting maid in Unpicxing ner bag- \bþ 
gage, which coming by the waggon, it ſeems, had | LR | 
arrived in town but the night betore. 
As I could promiſe myſelt but btile entertainment 
from the affortment of ribands and Jeweis, or to ile 
removal from the portmanteau to the Indian che#}, 
tae peit-en-Jair, the robe de chambre, the jupe vo- 
ante, or any other implement of female finery, I w2s 
tunking to quit the place, and return at a more {it 
ſeaſon, when the maid pulling out a pretty large 
ſattin bag full of papers, aſked her lady where ſhe 
would have thoſe writings laid, on which Belinda 
turned her head that way and replied : 
Belinda, * They are only a heap 07 letters I re- 
* ceived at Bath, of no manner of conſequence, —l 
' have no room for ſuch rubbiſh z—take them and 


' throw them all into the fire. = 
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The maid was juſt going to do as ſhe was hid, 
but was ſtopped by Belinda, who ſuddenly ſcreamed 

ont : | | | 
Belinda. * Hold ! hold !—l had forgot that one 
« day, ia &« hurry, I fiuffed two or thice letters and 
« poems of Philander's among them ; and I would 
© not have one line of that dear witty creature's de- 
* ſtroyed for all the world :—pour them all our of 
© the bag, and look on the names ſubſcribed, that [ 
* may virect you how to ſeparate the wheat from 
« the chaff.” Ws 
_ The maid then threw them all down upon the 
_ carpet, and opened them one by one ;—on the fiſt 
| that came to her hands the faid to her lady : 

Maid. * Here is one, madam, from your aunt, 
* lady Careful” | | | 


Belinda, * Advice for my conduQt at Bath —In- 


* fipid ;—throw it aſide. 


Maid, © One, madam, from your couſin, Mrs, | 


* Frudence Wiſhwel].” 


Belinda, * On the fame dull ſubjeQ ;—put it to | 


© the other.” | 

Maid, * One from Mr. Tradewell, madam.” 
Felinda., © Oh, that was to recommend a rich 
merchant of his acquaintance to me for a lover :— 


«a Co A 


Maid, * One irom Mrs. Letitia Vainlove, madam. 

Belinda. * Silly creature ;— ſhe Joves a man that 
* courted her halt feven years, yet retuſes to marry 
* him, tor fear he ſhould afterwards give her caule 
* to love him leſs:—-1 ſhall keep no tuch Kult by 
«. me.” OR we, L 

Maid. * Oh, madam, here is ſomething from 
© Philander.” — | 
Belinda. * Give it me,—quick.? 


| The maid having given her the paper, ſhe cried | 


© out, | 
Belinda, * Oh, the engaging creature {1 his v4 
« wrote a little before I went down to Bath, Veit 
| | ; 
| - you 


* 


nonlenſe, as if after having known the court I } 
could ever think of becoming a city dame :—let | 
this wiſeacre's epiſtle keep company with the reſt,” | 


"a. a 


« 


«K- 


as 


'< | was abroad, —and how. vexed I was when I came 


' From Whitehall ſtairs, whence oft with diſtant VvIew, 6 


Regardleſs what they fay, or do, or think, 


THE INVISIBLE SPY. 2x1 


e you remember, Sally, that he came one day when 


« home, *till he ſent a meſſenger quite from the city 
© to me with this little billet ?” WO 
Maid. * Yes, madam, I think I do, and that 
© your ladyſhip did nothing but quarrel] with me be- 
* cauſe I had perſuaded you to go out that day.” 
Belinda. * You muſt not mind that, Sally :—you 
* know I made you' amends next day, by giving you 
© 2 new ſet of topknots ;—but you ſhall hear how 
« prettily he writes: Cs OY I on 


Wrote extempore, from a coffee-houſe in the city, 
_ after being diſappointed of ſeeing the adorable 
Belinda at her lodgings. Es | 


| Ive gaz'd whole midnight hours on hours away, 
Bleſt but to ſee the roof that covered you, LETY 

And watched beneath what ſtar you fleeping lay. 
I came, to give my labouring thoughts full ſcope 

To love, and your ſoft charms my all devote, 
To paint my ſoul, trembling *twixt tear and hope, 

And ſpeak that paſſion which my looks denote. 
But when I miſs'd you and took boat again, 

Scarce could my tongue the proper order give, 
Nor my ſwoPn eyes the ſtarting tears reftrain, 

While I droye downwards to this buſy hive, 
Landed at length, I fable coffee drink, 

And ill ſurrounded by a noiſy tribe, 


I, wrapt in your dear Heaven, ry loſs deſcribe. 


* But there is no deſcribing either the tranſports 
* that your preſence gives, or the inſupportable 
* anguiſh of your abſence, —both are alike beyond 
« the reach of words, and can only be felt by 

6 The adoring, 
* PhILanDes,.” 


Maid, 
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- 


« 
[ 


houſe.” 


Maid. * He is a ſweet gentleman, indeed, madam ; 
what a pity it 1s that he 1s married ! | 


| Pelinda. * So it is, Sally ;—but yet I don't know 


whether I ſhould like him half fo well, if that 
vain thing, his wife, were not ſo ridiculouſly jea- 
lous of him.” | 


Maid. * Sure, madam, ſhe can't be very vain, if 


ſhe Eoes not think ſhe has merit enough to keep 
her own huſband to herſelf” 

Belinda, * You are a fool, and know nothing of 
the matter ;—I tell you ſhe muſt be vain,. and 
impudently vain too, ever to have expected ſuch 


6 ng. | 
Maid. * Indeed, madam, if ever I marry I ſhould | 


expect it, and be very angry if I found it other- 


wile.” 


Belinda, ©* What, I warrant you and your ſpouſe 


muſt be like old Joan and Darby in the ſong ;—but | 
I will give you an inſtance of the foily of Philan. 
_ der's wife :—-you muſt know, that becauſe he is a 


wit and a poet, ſhe affects io icribble ſometimes :— 
I was there one day and ſhe read over a copy of 
verſes to me, which ſhe told me ſhe had wrote to 
a lady whom ſhe thought liked her huſband but too 


well ;—-I knew well enough ſhe meant me, tho? } 


ſhe ſaid another :—T remember nothing of the poem 
but the two laft lines ;—but I never ſhall forget 
with what an air of imaginary triumph he re- 
peated them, looking me full in the face all the 
time ;—the words were theſe : | 


In vain, alas, are all your arts,—fince he, ' 
By love, and law, muſt only live for me. 


* Philander was preſent, and gave her a look 
which ſhewed how little he was pleaſed with her 
behaviour ; and I was told by one of the family, 
uſed her yery ill upon it after I was gone.” *— 
Maid. * Yet ſhe often viſits you, madam, and 1s 
always ſending you invitations to come to hcl 


Belinda, 


. © regard to his aftection, and much leſs to his reſent- 
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Belinda. © She dare do no otherwiſe, Philander 
© will be obeyed, and ſhe has cunning enough to 
«© know it is her intereſt to ſeem to do without reluc- 
© tance whatever he would have her; but I know 
« ſhe hates me in her heart as much as [| deſpiſe her : 
« —but come look over the reſt of the trumpery, 
« while I lock up this billet in my cabinet” 
On this the maid went about examining the other 
papers, and taking one up 1n her hand, after having 
ſeen the name, cried out with ſome eagerneſs : 
Maid. * Oh! madam, here is a letter from Mrs. 
«© Friendly, —the good-natured genilewoman that ſent 
© her ſervants to help you out with your things when 
the fire was at next door, and took fuch care of | 
them till the danger was over ;—W hat will you 
© have done with this 7? oth. 
Belinda. * It is not worth preſerving ;—'tis a 
ſtrange thing, that if people do one a kindneſs once 
they think one 1s obliged to uie them c1ylily ever 
after —W hat more ?” | 
Maid. * A whole packet of epiſtles from Selima.” 
Belinda. * Ay, the impertinent creature has given 
me a long detail of her love affairs, as if I had not 
* enough of that ſort of my own to employ my 
* thoughts with' | | 
Mai * One from Mr. Worthy, madam.” Be 
Belinda. * He was my lover once ; but never paid any 


c 


LA 


c 


* ment for the il] uiage he pretends to have received 
* from me ;—but you need feaich no farther,—I 
* have found all Philander's letters and poems in this 
* drawer, ſo cram together all you have there and 
* thruſt them into the hire.” | 

This ſentence was punQually executed, accorCing 
to the beſt of the maid's belief; but the poor girl 
knew not that there was an Inviſible Thief, who 
ſtood cloſe at her elbow, and while ſhe turned her 
head another way had the dexterity to preſerve ſome 
part of the condemned cargo, and flip it into his 
pocket. | 


Sclima 
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Selima at that time engrofſed a good part of the 
converſation in town ;—ſhe was a young woman of |} 
no fortune, and few other endowments beſides her | 
beauty, of which, in the opinion of moſt peopls, | 


ſhe has an uncommon ſhare ; though to me there is 
a certain fierceneſs in her eyes, and a boldnefs dit. 


fuſed through all her fearures, which rob them of | 


that lovelineſs they would otherwiſe have ;—ſuch as 
the is, however, the captivated the hearts of two 


perſons who might have carried their addreſſes much | 


higher without danger of a refuſal ; the one 1s born 
to a title, and the other poſſeſſed of wealth which 
whenever he pleaſes may procure him one ; and nei- 
ther of them can be thought deficient in any of thoſe 
qualiications which conſtitute the fine gentleman ;— 
vet Szlima was ſtill unmarried ;—both her lovers were 
equally in fuſpence, and nobody could tell which ar 
wether either of them would be the happy man. 

It is not therefore to be wondered at, that a perſon 
of my humour thould be extremely defirous of being 
let into a ſecret which ſeemed ſo impenetrable, even 
to thoſe who pretended to be moft knowing in other 
things ; nor that I gladly embraced an opportunity 
which bid fo fair for the ſatisfa&tion of my curioſity, 
as the getting her letters 1nto my pofleſtion, Belinda 
having faid they contained the whole hiſtory of this 
affair. | , , 

Behold now my theft ; —Belinda's maid had no 
ſooner laid down the packet, by her lady's orders, 
than I kept my eye conſtantly fixed upon it, *till 


convenient moment offered for conveying it from | 


among the others, which I did with as much adroit- 
neſs as if ] had been bred to the art and myſtery of 
ſtealing from my cradle. | 

Afﬀeer this I fſtaid no longer with Belinda, not 
doubting but I had now about me better materials 
for my entertainment than any I could expett to be 
furniſhed with in her apartment, at leaſt for the pre- 


CHAP. 
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If there be any reader in this wvery pious and religious 
"aſs that may happen to have too tender and jcru- 
pulous a conſcience to benefit himſelf Ly the receipt of 
 fiolen goods, the author thinks it highly neceſſary t6 
give this timely notice, that it will be beſt for bis 
peace of mind to avoid looxing either into this or 


ſome of the ſucceeding chapters. 


HE diftance between Belinda's lodgings and 
my own ſeemed now to be twice as long as 
uſual, though I believe ] meafured much fewer paces 
than ever I had done before, ſo great was my impa-- 
tience to be at home, and examine the treaſure I 
ben Sha: | 
But as too much eagerneſs often impedes the ac- 
compliſhment of our deſigns, aiter I got into my 
apartment ] ſhut myſelf into a clofet ; but, in the 
hurry of my thoughts, had torgot to give orders to 
my people to ſay I was from home, to any one that 


ſhould come to viſit me ; and I ſcarce unloaded my 


. pocket when 1 was told a gentleman was below and 


deſired to ſpeak with me ;—this was a perſon for 


whom I had a very great regard, and at any other 
time ſhould have been glad to ſee, bur his company 
at this junEture I ſhould gladly have diſpenſed with ; 
'—[ had no reaſon, however, to be chagrined at the 
Interruption he gave me, as will preſenily appear. 
As icon as the firſt compliments. were over, and 


we had ſeated ourſelves, he aſked me if I had heard 
the news to-day ;—I told him I had not ſeen any of 
the papers.-— What I mean, faid he, is of too latea 


* Gate to be got as yet into the public papers ;—but 

* I ſuppoſe to-morrow they will all be tull of it”— 

* Is it of any moment, cried I ?'—* Not much, an- 

* {wered he, except to the parties concerned,— Se- 
lima was married this morning. | 

« Selin.a married! reſumed I, And pray has Do- 

* rantes or Vanucius the name of bridegroom ?— 


R | « The 


_ 


: - ago OT 
_ ay q E — 40467 EY "IT 799 ee 
- . : - ao «4 IRR py eu tron F. a 
< eden > _ ER ED _ < 9. - If AF 23-0 
IE GA} - ' ro _ -_ _ 
7” _ ———_ ” : fm. 
ths Burn BEES * hee 53 hs whtar ets 
_ ay mae -_> wo et = nn BE. . te” bot =, = _ 
gas "> AC = | ar Pen wton ene WAS. - —_ 4 = ES Og —_ = _ - = 
OECSSIN - __—_—_—— - "T” - ge 5 a LY "2 = x5 DS oro 0 
- : + ren ne oe ZE Fre hd "I" Ln: IVE oY 3 for * 
, CD I CES g ky GET £ 
rye Rn ro. erty,” ES ESE n . - 
> Y += A gy + ” 4 oy *? EY wt 
pm _— == . 7 f 
S. _ RF - « *%y pv * -—_ a P q 
, . - , ny 
- = n 


- 
ge une CN 


———— —— ——— 


_ Rm 
"=P 
wo vis ye ed ——— wal” 
#4 -. RS OO ANION 
-——- 4 
- _ 
” =_ — 5 _——_— 
_— — 
pe ns gs noe =—c<q 
—— , Q—_—_ = 
on _ S— 
_w—_—__S p__ op 
pm HERESY 
GE—_ 


—_ 2. nr 
rr A > 

— —_— — 
er —ys ens tes 


256 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 


' 


The former, replied he, for which I cannot hety 
feeling ſome concern.'—* Wherefore, demanded ] 2 
—[s it becauſe you do not think him worthy of 
her ?*—No, certainly, faid he ;—and it is poſſible 
that the alſo may be worthy of him.—I blame nat 
the choice he has made of her for the reaſons 
many people do ; but for another, which, 1 think, 
ought to have had ſome weight with him.” | 

« [8 it a ſecret, cried I ”—* ] ſhall make none of 
'it to you, anſwered he.—You mutt know I hag 
the honour of being well acquainted with bis fa- 
ther,—he was a perſon of great ſenſe, honour and 
probity ;—his cuief care was to infill] the fame 
principles into his fon :—among many other excel- 


lent precepts he gave him for his condu in life, 
one was, not to be tempted with the grandeur of 


a court ;—to avoid going there as much as he 


could do ſo with decency ; and never to accept of | 


any employment :—now T'am very apprehenſive 
that his marriage with Sejima will, In a manner, 
compel him to break through this injunQion.” 

As I could not well comprehend his meaning in 


theſe laſt words, I defired he would be more explicit, 
and he very readily obliged me in his reply, which 
was to this effect: _ | 


" ok Ro. 9 Seer i 3. © 


C 
« 


© ] will tell you, faid he ; the expences of a mar- 
riage bed are very great to perfons of quahty, ef- 
pecially in an age fo luxurious as this ; and 1 much 
tear that the eſtate of Dorantes will be found in- 
ſufficient to defray them, without the affiſtance of 
ſome lucrative employment :—and it is for this 
reaſon TI couid with he had married a woman of 


fortune.' 


« Perhaps, returned I, that as Selima brought with 
her nothing but her perſon, the will content herſelf 
without any of thoſe ſuperfluities which otherwiſe 
jhe wouid have had a kind of right to expect. 

« You talk like one that knows nothing of the 
world, cried he ; people raiſed from indigence to 


grandeur, muſt have a head well flored with wil 


don; not to grow giddy with the ſudden exaltation ; 
| SN « Selima 
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 Selima 1s young, gay, and vain to an exceſs. — 


« Have we not ſeen her thruſt herſelf into aſſemblies 


where ſhe had no pretence to come, and beor a 
thouſand afironts for the intruſion, merely tor the 
fake of boaſting afterwards among her acquaintance, 


” 


-- 


oY 


- 


- 


dreſs,, no one certainly was ever more pa: ticular 
and affected.” Eo 

* Can it therefore be imagined, continued he, that 
a woman ſo paſſionately fond of thew, and fo am- 
' birious of rendering berfelf conſpicucus, ſhould 
not take all the opportunities of doing ſo now, 


-_— 


> - 


with all thoſe real advantages, which before ſhe 


- ſuppoſed that the ſame love, which induced him 
to make her his wife, will not alfo induce him 
* to indulge her in the full ſplendor of that dignity 


© AB wg. IS ET = es MS 


Lay 


* her in every folly and extravagance her heart may 
* happen to be let upon ?” | ep 
Tho? I found a good deal of reaſon, accorCing to 


appearance, in what my friend had faid, yet I faſ- 


pended my judgment, *till I ſhould ſee in what man- 
ner this lady had unboſomed herſelf to her confidan: 
Belinda, which I was now more than ever impatient 
to do, and heartily withed he wonld take his leave. 
At length he went, and I again retired to my cloſet, 
after having given proper inſtruCtions to prevent a ſe- 


cond interruption.—To avoid confuſion, I examined 


the dates of every letter, and ſhall preſent them to 
my readers in the order they were ſent, 


LETTER I. ToBerixpa, at Bath. 


« Dear Betinpa, - PD | | 
« | Received the favour of yours with a double fa- 
* T2 tisfattion ; firſt, as it brought me news of your 
* ſafe arrival at the agreeable place, and that every | 
* thing in it anſwered your wiſhes and por. 
s 6. A 


that ſhe had been in ſuch and ſuch company, and 
in ſuch and ſuch places ?—Then as to the article of 


when fortune has put it in her power to appear 


could only ape in a tawcry manner ?—And can it be. 


' to which he has raiſed her ; nay, even to humour 


_— 
—_ 
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—and, fecondly,—as it aſſures me of your friend- 
ſhip, by the kind concern you are pleaſed to expreſs 
for my welfare. Fl et 

« As ro my health, I have quite loſt that ugly 
cough, which ſo much perſecuted me when you 
left London ;—but as to my affairs, they are ftil! 
in the ſame fluQtaiing and unſettled condition ag 
ever ;—Dorantcs continues his addreſſes, Vanuciug 
does the fame ;— How happy might 1 be if ] waz 
loved but by one of chem ?—but both equally pur- 
ſuing me, impedes all the good fortune ] might 
enjoy with cither, ſo that ] may juſtly fay with the 
Poet, _— 


Too much plenty makes me poor, 


© You may remen:ber how much my mamma was | 
tranſported when Dorantes firſt declared himſelf | 
my lover ;—Vanucius, tho' not quite dropped, | 


was then little regarded either by pr an or her ; 


but now the caſe is altered ; ſhe charges me to | 
treat both with an equal , freedom ; and, indeed, I |} 


think it would be highly i:mpolitic to do otherwiſe. 


«« 'The truth is, Dorantes does not come fo diredly | 
to the point as could be wiſhed ;—his courtthip 1s | 
paſſionate, tender, and full of fire ;—he ſwears I | 
am the idol of his foul, —his earthly goddeſs, that | 


he could not live without me,—and all his hepes 


are centered in being ONe day happy in poſſeſting | 


me ; yet, among all theſe tine ſpeeches, he ſelovom 
mentions marriage ; and when he does, it is in fo 


ſhght and evaſive a manner, as gives me ſomeiimes 


cauſe to fear his deſigns are rather on my heart than 


«hand f- | 


<« Tf this ſhould be his intention, and I were weak 


enough to have fixed my affettions on him, how 


- Miſerable ſhould T be ?—but, thank Heaven, I have 


none of that ſoft folly in my compoſition, by which 1 
have ſeen ſo many of our fex miſled ;—imy ruling 
aſſions are intereit and ambition : and I would not 
efitate one moment to give myfeli to Vanucws, 


6« if 


T 
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if the rank and ti:le of Dorantes did not tempt me 
to wait awhile the reſult of his pretenfions. 

« ] was yeſterday morning in the Mall with Va- 
nucius, Dorantes was walking there with ſome 
company ;—he changed colour, and ſeemed in 
ſome agitation on meeting us together ;—this I 
looked npon as a good fign ; but in the afternoon, 

when he came to viſit me, and IT expeQed be 

would either have complained of my indifference 
to him, or reproached me for the public encou- 
ragement | had given hts rival ; he did neither ; 


bot behaved the yhole ti;ne he Hakd with all th 


calmneſs and infenfibility of a Stoick. | 
« I muſt confeſs I was never more difappointed 

in all my life, as I had frequently ſeen him kinale 
in'o jealouſy on a leſs occaſion, and could not 


| heip thinking that tie violence of his paſſion was 


in « great mea/ure abate, according to this maxim 
of Ivar. Dryden : : | 


Diftruſt in lovers is too warm a ſun ; 3 
But yer 'tis night 1 in love when that is gone. 


«On conſulting with my wamma, I fcund ſhe 
was of the ſame way cf thinking, and it was 
agreed upon between us, not to ſuffer ourſelves to 
be trifled with any longer, but that the next time 


 Var.ucius mace an offer of his hand I ould AC- 


cept it. 

« But, my dear Belinda, this morning has put a 
ſtop to the reſolution of laſt night ;—I was fcarce 
out of bcd, when T received Som Dorantes the 
moſt paſſiorate billet that ever was diQtated by the 
art of man, occaſioned, as he fays, by dreaming 
he had me in his arms ;—if his love be half fo 


Impailent to have me there as he pretends it 1s, 


he will certainly be now more prefling to make 


me his own than hitherto he has been. 


** My next, pe haps, may bring you the deciſion 
of my fate ;—in the mean time I ſhould be glad 
to know what is doing at Bath, and what new 

« conguelt 
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conqueſt you have made there ; for how muclr 


ſcever you may be envied by ſome of your ac: | 


quaintance, be aſſured, that every thing that con- 

tributes to your fatisfation will always attord a 
lecret pleaſute to her who is, 

| «© With the moſt perfect amity, 

+ Dear BeLinvDa, 

_* Your affeCtionate fiend 

+ And huntble ſervant, 

40 DELIMA,” 


o 


LETTER 11, To Brtinva; at Bath, 


« Dear Brtinna, | 


«5 


1AM ſorry to tell- you, that the perplexity of | 
my own affairs has hindered me from being ! 
Inquititive enough into- thoſe of other people, for | 
me.to be.able to ſend you the intelligence you re- | 
queſt ; but as I flatter myſelf, and you are ſo good 


to ſay, that what regards myſelf will be always 


moſt intereſting to you, 1 thall give you a bricf | 
detail of what has happened to me in rejation to. } 
Dorantes, ſince his laſt kind letter mentioned in | 


my. former. 


_* He came the ſame eyening,—tke diſcourſe lie 
entertained me with was of a piece with his epiſtie, | 
—all Jove and tranſport ;—he begged 1 would | 


fayour him with my-. company to the. T heatre in 


Drury-lane, where he had already fent a ſervant } 
to kecp places in the: box ;—I conſented, anu went | 
' with him in his cfariot,—the play was Romeo and 


Juliet ;—he applied all the tender things ſpoke ty 


the former of thcſe lovers to his own patlion, and 
preſſed my hand with a vehemence of fondne's, | 
wherever he had an opportunity of doing fo unper- | 


ceived by the audience. 


* 1 ſaw him again the next day, —we were alone 


together in the dining-room, and my gown being 
a little more off my ſhoulder than ordinary, he 


laid his face upon my bare neck, crying,” © O* | 
* I could dwell for ever here !'—+' On this 1 took | 


£114 
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4.courage to fay to him,” —* Yet, Dorantes, when 


© once | become your wife, theſe ardours will per- 
« haps fink into a cold inuittierence.'—* No, my angel! 


© zecurned he, deſire will rather increaſe by enjoy - 


* ment of your perſon ;—the ſweets .contained in 


this dear tiame are of too divine ; a Nature ever 10 
« (1ttate.” 


« In ſpeaking theſe words he catched me ſuddenly 


« jn his arms, he! 'd me to his boſom, and joined his 


6 


« lips to mine with ſomewhat, I thou ht, of an un-. 


© becoming warmth ;—l {truggled to get looſe, and 
« when I had-done lo retired tome paces from him, 
« and faid, with all the hayghtinets I could affume, 


« Foibear thefe liberties, fir, ti] authorited by law 


« to take them ;—he aſked my pardon,—apologized 

« for what he had done by the vioience of his pal- 

ſion, aad then fat down ; but appeared more than 

- ordinarily penſive aiterwards,—ipoke little, and 
mave his viat much thorter than uſual. 

* On my acqualuting my mania with what had 

paſſed betwecn us, the did not at all like it, and 


6« 


mean, to be advited by him huw to proceed in a 
circumſtance at once {o 1ntiicate-and c:itical ;—he 
told her, that my tather ought to appear in this 
buſineſs, ana that it was his place, and his alone, 
to demand of Dorantes an explanation of his de- 


made to his caughter. 


had foibure mentioning it to him ; however ſhe 
* new tid 10; and to engage his compliance, pro- 


filver-bilted {word , but all ſhe could fay or offer 
* rantes's quality on any fuch matier 5—that he 


*« wculd not interfere in it, and we might act as we 
* thought proper ourſelves. 


6 This. 


went GiicCtly to her old friend, you know who I 


ligns, in regard to the courtihip he to long had 


++ My mamma had always been of this opinion ; 'Þ 
but knowing the indolence of my father's temper, 


« miſed to make him a preteut of a new wig and 


has been ineffeQual ; his anſwer was,— That he 
did not know how to ſpeak to a perſon of Do-. 
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700 This, you will own, is very vexations ; but 


there is no turning bim out of his own way ; 
—mMamma 18 now reſolved, fince there is ng 
other remedy, to take the taſk upon herſelf, as 


ſoon as Dorantes comes to town ;—he is at pre- | 


ſent gone on a hunting-match with ſome gentle- 


men, but 1s expected to return in two days at | 


fartheſt, and we ſhall then ſee the event. 


*« For my part, my ſpirits are ſo much fatigued | 


and harrafſed with this ſuſpenſe, that there is 


but one thing hinders me from putting an im- | 


mediate end to it by marrying with Vanucius; 
—the perſons of the men are equal to me ; ; bur 


oh, Belinda, I am paſſionately in love with the | 
title of Dorantes,—would to God he were half 
as much ſo with my perſon, he would not then | 
delay one moment giving me the one in exchange | 


for the other. 


«« The faithful Vanucius, who 1 have flattered | 
with the belief of not being indifferent to me, | 
is every day ſoliciting me to fix a time to make | 
him happy, while Dorantes ſeems to dally with | 
my expectations ;—yet can I not reſolve to re- } 
ward the conſtant ſervices of the one, nor to re- | 


nounce for ever the charming hope of rank, 


precedence, the thouſand dear appendages of a | 
woman of quality, which the other has it in his } 
power to beſtow on me ;—but I] will trouble | 
you no farther than to affure you, that in what- | 
ever ftation my fate ſhall place me, 1 ſhall be | 
ever, 


« 'With the beſt wiſhes for your hagpnck, 
« My dear BeL1nDaA, 
« Your ſincere friend 
ee, OS And bumble ſervant, 
+ SELIMA.' 


« P.S$S. IT am bighly obliged to Philander, for | 


the part you tell me he takes in my concerns ;— 


pray be ſo good as to make my grateful acknow- | 


Iedgments acceptable to him.” i 


Tf I took the ſame pleaſure in tranſcribing, as I 
did in reading the letters -of Selima, I ſhould not 
have Ropped till 1 had laid them all before the pub- 
lic ; but my -pen requires ſome refaxation as wel! 
25 my eyes, and ] muſt therefore entreat the reader 
will give a ſmall truce to his curioſity. | 


Preſents the Reader with the continuance of Selima's 


_ manner, 
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CHAP. 1I. 


fory, as related by herſelf. in ſeveral epiſtles 


to her friend, in a wvery natural and affeding 


LETTER Il. To Beirvpa, at Bath, 


« Dear BzLinDa, | 

writing ;—what I have now to fay to you, tho? 
greatly to the purpoſe, muſt be comprited in a 
tew words ;—I am engaged to go this evening 
with Dorantes, and ſome other company, on a 


party of pleaſure, and I am every moment-ex- 


peCting his landau at the door, ſo can bur juft 
ſnatch time to inform you, that my mamma 
has talked to him on the atfair in queſtion. — 
and that his anſwers have been conformable to 
our utmoſt withes ;—yes, I am now convinced 
that all my apprehenſions were groundleſs,— 


that he never meant to a& otherwiſe than ho-. 
nourable with me ;—he has aſſured both her 


and myſelf that every thing thall ſoon be ſettled 


for my furure happineſs ;—rejoice with me, my 
dear creature, 


the dignity to which, I flatter myſelf, a few 
days will raiſe me. _ 


« Farewell ; 


IT WOULD not let this poſt eſcape without 


I have now a heart and 
head perfectly at eaſe, and nothing to employ 
my thoughts, but how to behave becoming of _ 
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« Farewell ;—the author of my Joys is already 


© come,—they call me to receive him,—ang ] 
© can add no more, than that] am, as ever, 


«c 


.« Dear BeLr1iNnDa, _-- By. ; 
ITTLE did I expe, and little is it in | 
your power to imagine, what ] have now | 

to acquaint you with ;—1o ſtrange a reverſe, | 

fo ſudden, 1o thocking a revolution ſure never | 
any woman but myſelf experienced ; —— but | 


_« With an unfeigned regard, 
&+ Dear BrLinDpa, 

_<« Your moſt humble and. 

«© Obedient ſervant, | 

- | 0 SELIMA?? 


'<« P, $. Let the length of your next thew you | 


forgive the enforced fhorine(s of this,” 


LETTER IV. ToBzlixDa, at Bath. 


I will keep you no longer in tuſpenſe. 


6+ 1] have loft Dorantes,—irrecoverably loſt him, | 
-—not through any miſmanagement of my own, | 
nor any want of affeQion in him, but thiougha | 
previous, nuch worie, and more trremediable | 


accident :—this 1s the ſum of my misfortunes ; 
—] will now relate to you the particulars : 


«* He came to me the other day, and though the | 
falutations he approached 'me with had their ac- | 
cuſtomed tencernefs, yet I thought there was 
ſomewhat in his countenance, and the whole 


air of his deportment, very different from any 


| thing 1 had ever ſeen in him before ;—he had 


not. been in the room many minutes before he 
told me, that he had ſomething of conſequence 


| to impart to me, and defired 4 wovJd order my- 
ſelf to be denied to whoever ſhould happen t0 


come.—I readily did as he defired ; after which 
he drew his cliair cloſe to mine, ſighed, and 
looking me full in the face, ſwipiifed me with 
theſe words : | | Ts 


« My dear Selima, faid he, | have deceived you : 
© --have you love enough for me to forgive it ? 

« Firſt, let me know the nature of your oltence, 
« returned I,” *< ”Tis death to me to declare it, 
' anſwered he; yet can it be no longer hid :—]. 
« have impoſed upon you by a falſe pretence ;j— 


promiſed what is not in my power to pertorm . 


« —] cannot marry you.” _ _ y | 

© Judge, Belinda, of my confuſion ;—but it is 
« as impoſſible for you to conceive, as 1t 1s for me 
« to deſcribe, what I felt in that dreadful moment ;. 
« —ſcarce could a thunder-bolt have transfixed me 


« more ;—I had no breath,—no voice, but to 
« echo part of his laſt words, — Cannot marry !. 


' —cannot marry ! cried I Þ «© and this I repeated 
6. ſeveral-times-over.'- ES | 

_« He ſeemed all this time in very great agita- 
* tions, and after taking one of my hands, and 


« tenderly prefling it to his lips, —© Heaven knows, 
' ſaid he, how: earneſfly I detired the union I pro- 


' poſed ;—gladly. would I reſign the one halt of 
' thoſe. years fate has allotted for my. life, to have 
* the other bleſſed with the poffeihon of my Sz!inn, 
"in the way ſhe expets from me ;—but, alas ! 
* that hope 1s vain ;—the fatal: ſecret is. thts : —I 


' am already wedded,—my heedleſs and u. wary, 


youth was enſnared to give my hand to a crea- 
' ture, who though I never cid, nor never will '1ve 
* with as a wife, will noi, on any confiieration, 
' be prevailed upon: io refign the curſed claim ſhe 
' has to. me as a huſband.” | | | 
_ + Overwhelmed, as 1 was, with various paſſions, 
© Tat laſt aſſumed reſolution enough to tell him, 

that he had ated a moſt ungenerous and dif- 
honourable part in- making ais addr: fles to me, 


-— 


( 


- 


( 
( 


(4 


montto another, —To which he ieplied, that at 
* hiſt he hoped to have got.quit of his unfortunate 
* tye ;—and that afier he found all the offers he 
7 WO N «© had 
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knowing himſelf under ſo indifſoluble an engage- 
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had made to that end were fruitleſs, the paſſion | 
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he had for me would not ſuffer him to reftrain 


ſeeing me, converſing with me, and telling we | 


how much he adored me. 


++ He then made a long harangue on the reſiflef; | 


pover of my charms, and the violence of 
flame they had infpired him with an abi 


thouſand oaths that the world to him had no- | 


thing in it but myſelf worth living for ; and 
concluded with a propofal, that fince he could 


not make me his wife, he would ſettle a thou- 
fand pounds a year upon me to be his miſtreſs, | 
—and that it ſhould be at my option either to | 


live publickly with him as ſuch, or to continue 
with my mamma, and receive his viſits in a pri- 
vate manner. | | | 

« 'This offer I rejefted, with more diſdain than 


] had ſhewn to any of the like nature, which 
had ever been made to me fince my firſt being | 
in the way of temptation ;—nor will you wonder | 
that I did do fo :--to be courted for a miſtreſs by ; 
the very man who had fo lately flattered me with 


the hopes of marriage, made me now look upon 
that as an affront, which before my expedctati- 


ons had beep raiſed to the height they had been, | 


I might perhaps have taken as a proof of his al- 
fettion. Ly 

« 1 Tanted, 
the ſpite I wes poſiciled of ; but all I faid ſeemed 
to make no gicat imprefſion on him z———te 


bore it with a temper which I thought was not } 


at all confitent with the violence of the paſſion he 
had pretended ; and on his going away calmly told 
me, that he would make the ſame propoſal he 


had done to me, to no other woman in the : 


world ;—that it was no inconſiderable one ; and 
that, as he could do no more, he hoped my 
cooler moments would repreſent it as a thing 
worthy wy attention, 


ſtormed,—concealed no part of | 


« Indeeg 
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« Tndeed, my dear Belinda, I was half mad, 
«2nd believe I gave myſelf ſome airs not any way 
s hecoming in me to a man of his quality.—I met 
s him in the Park this morning, but though he 
« was alone, and I had only Flavia with me, he 
« never offered to join us, but paſſed by with a 
« fight bow :—I ſuppoſe he reſents my behaviour, 
« but It 1s no matter fince he 1s married. 

« Vanucius is now my laſt reſource ;—if I 
* could perſuade the man to purchaſe a title, he 
« would be full as agreeable to me as Dorantes ; 
« hut he 1s an unambitious creature, and I almoſt 
« deſpair of it, I ſhall try, at leaſt, how far the 
« love he has for me will prevail ;—my next will 
" bring you news of what ſucceſs my endeavours 
" will meet 5—till when, I am, | 


« Even in the midſt of my perplexity, 
«6 Dear BeL1nDa, 
« Your very ſincere friend, 
« And humble ſervant, 
* SELIMA*® 


P.S. « ] thank Philander for the ſet of Bath 
' counters he has ſent me, but I know not when 
'T ſhall be in a humour to make uſe of them.— 
'T was laſt night at lady Swabler's rout, and played 
ſo ill, that 1 almoſt emptied my purſe of a ſmall 
' preſent my manima's good friend had made me to 
buy trinkets for my wedding.” 


LETTER V. To BtiinvvDa, at Batk. 


* DearBerinpa, | 
T is almoſt a fin to diſturb the felicity you en- 
Joy with any melancholy accounts ; but ſreſh 
alamities will always occaſion freſh complaints, 
N 2 ADEX * and 
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and while I am giving, you a detail of my. nix. MW © 
fortunes, methinks I am ealed of ſome part of MI ** 
the weight of them :—you may ſay, indeed, MW * 
that this is a ſelfiſh conſideration, and I carngt 
deny the accufation ; but have this to anſwer.in 


my defence, —howevyer difagreeable the purport 


of my letters. are, they ſhew, at leaſt, the per. | 
fect confidence I have in your fiiendthip ang | 
good-nature. 5 


4 ] am apt to think that before I tell you, you | 


ec 


ce 


ec 


vhole days, and this morning he ſet out for Tun- | 


will ſufpe&t I am alſo deſerted by Vanucius ; ard | 
tho' I cannot be poſitive that ſuch a conjeQure | 
would be entirely groundleſs, yet I have little } 
reaſon to flatter myſelf with the contrary ;—I | 
have neither ſeen or heard from him for five } 


bridge, without. taking auy other. leave of me, | 
than ſending a flight excuſe for not waiting on 
me before he went.  _ {0 
* But this is not all=a relation of his, who I} 
know has. always loked upon his courtthip to | 
me with an evil eye, and had, not long ago, ſo 
great a guarrel with him on the occaion, that 
he was forbid his houſe, is now fo far reinliated} 
in his good graces as to be gone with him to the 
country ; and 1 do not doubt but will take this} 
opportunity of filling his ears with a thouſand! 
ſcories to my difadvantage, as he has ever done 
fince my firſt acquaintance with him. 
« 'Thus, my dear Belinda, from having, as 1 
thought, my choice of two the beſt watches 
in the town, I am likely ro Ileofe all hopes ot 
both, and alſo to fall into the contempt and r1- 
dicule of all thoſe flirts vrho ſo lately envied ny 
good fortune. fo eh, | MO 
« This Jaft circumſtance is above all fo truly! 
mortiſying, that after it I know not whether I ſhall 
ever be able to ſh:w my face in any public aſſen- 
bly, but rather take the ſame pains to conceal 
myſelf, as once I did to be conſpicuous :—but 
farewel, 
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wWwfarewel, the more I refle&t on. theſe. accidents, the 


46 
4f 


. + Befides, I am now ; what. they call blown up- 


is 
41 


45 


leſs I am. capable of reſtraining my patſion neuen 


to aſſure you, 
__« With how much-ſincerity. 
0. Lam 
+ MydearBeLinDa, 
"Your moſt devoted, 
"08; Tho” unfortunaee Sad 


* CELIMAY”?. 


IETTER VI To BzLinDa , at Bath. 


« Dear PELINDA, 
EXPECTED ro lefs from your known 
goodneſs, than the confolatory ideas you endea- 
your - to inſpire me with ;—you would fain 


periuac de me that I have no reaſon for deſpair, _ 


and that the .fame.'beauty which attraQed the 


hearts of Dorantes and Varucius, will aiſo gain 


me others .of equai eſtimation ; but ales, I have 
too much experience of myſelf, and of what the 


world thinks of me, to entertain fo Ylatter- 


ing a hope. 


You know very well, my 


dear, that on my filt ſetting up for congquett, 


| ſthewed myfelt 'in all public - Pig.ces, and 


expoſed to the view of all who faw me, al-_ 


moſt every charm that nature has beſtowed up- 


on me, yet never was addrefled on the {core of 
marrtage, by any but thoſe two whom l have now 


loſt. 


on ;—that admiration which my firſt appearance 
excited, wears off by my being ſo often 
ſeen, had « I begin to be convinced that it 
was more owing to the peculiaity | of my 
dreſs and manner of behaviour, than to 2ny re2l 


perfe&tions of my perſon, that I was fo much 


followed by a. gaping multitude. 
N 3 | « You 
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© You ſee how Iam humbled ; and by what ! 


have faid, may -perhaps imagine that I have <9 
far done with the pride of life and vanities of the! 


world, as to take up with a little mercer or 


woollen-draper, if ſuch a one ſhould offer ne! 
his hand ; but do not harbout ſo deſpicable an! 
opinion of your friend ;—no, I will never ft! 
behind a compter, or be the wife of one that? 
does ;—but I need not make this declaration,—! 
as matters ftand I am not likely to be the wife of! 


any body, but ſtill, | 
__ +. With aninviolable reſpet, 
«© Dear BELiNnDA, | | 
« Your moſt obliged friend, 
 * And humble ſervant, 


© SELINA, 


CHAP. IV, 


Contains the Concluſion of Selima's letters. 


LETTER VII To Betznps, at Bath 


« Deareſt BeLinda, 


N O W may all the Gods of love and wit} 
inſpire my pen, to deſcribe to you as it de- | 
ſerves. the blefled reverſe in my condi1ion {ince } 
the kt melancholy epiſtte you received fromme | 
—[I was then plunged ia the loweit pit of cecp! 
+ Ceſpair, and am now raiſed to the higheſt fur-} 
mir of human felicity :—in a word, 1 am the} 


o 


contracted ſpouſe of Dorantes ; and as ſoon 25 
the preparations for our wedding can be got rear | 


dy, thall be the declared ####* gf ##***, 


* Methinks I fee the ſurpriſe I put you 1n;=| 
you will doubtleſs cry out, —How can this be !| 
when Dorantes has already confeſſed himſelf the! 
lawful huſband of another !—It ſeems, indeec, a | 
' paradox,—yet ſtands in no need of ſchool-learn- 


Ing to be explained, —as you will preſently dit- 


COVET, | 
6 After 
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« Aﬀter the loſs of both my lovers, as I thea 3 1n- 
« agined, I ſcarce did any thing but lie upon the 


« bed and weep for two whole days together ;— my 
« father, inſtead of ſaying any thing to confole my 


« affliftions, added to them by his reproaches ; — 


« told me,— that he knew what it would come to ; 


« — that drefling myſeif up like a Bartholomew 
« baby would never get me an huſband;— and ſuch 


« like ſtuff, as you know his low way of expreſſing 
« himfelf ;— but, thank Heaven, the tables are now 
« turned upon him: and if ref ſpect for my mamma did 
« not reftratn me, I thoulo return his flouts with in- 


« tereſt, 


_« One afternoon, as I was itting at the window 


« with the ſaſh drawn UP» muſing on my unhappy 
« fate, 


I ſaw Dorantes's chariot come to the door ; 
«Go whit his footman knocked, he looked out aud 
** mace me a very reſpeCtable bow ;—I was amazed, 
« hut thought it would be too groſs an affront, to a 
*© man of his quality, io be Ceated to him as he faw 1. 
« was at home ; nor had I time for ſuch a thing, if I 
** would have Coneit ; for tne maid who opened the 
« coor thewed him diretly up fairs. | 
| ** On his entrance I affumed one of thoſe hawk 
ty and affured airs, which the vulgar low-bred 
people are apt to call impudent and faucy ; ang, 
with my head half turned another way, fala to 
'* him,” —* I am ſurpriſed to ſee you here, Doran- 
* tes, aiter the converſation you curertained me with 
* at your laſt viſit.” 

* Oh, Selima, replied he, 1 came not now to. re- 
* peat the augacity | was then guilty of, nor to 0j- 
* fend your modeſt ears with any future diſcourfes of 
the like nature ; but humbly to beg pardon: for the 
pat, and hope that what I have to offer will make 
fome atonement.” 
* 1] do not comprehend your meaning - retutned- I; 
but whatever it may be, cannot think it becomes 
me to continue any correſpondence with a married 
man, who being ſo, pretended to make his addrei- 
ts to we on an honourable ſcore.” 


N 4 


4 


- 
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© ] am not married, rejoined he. eagerly, -and the 


trial I made of your virtue adds a double luftre to 
| the beauty that firſt enflamied me, and I am now 
much more your flave than ever, EL. 


« Not married! cried I ;— why then did you tell 


me ſfo?'—* Pardon the innocent impoſition T-prac- 
tifſed on you, ſaid he, kiſſing my hand,—] was 
willing to ſee in what manner you would reſent it ; 
— your behaviour has anſwered to my wiſh, and ] 
now offer you a hand, which I never had one 
thought or wiſh to diſpoſe of to any other wo- 
man. :-: -: | 

* 'Oh, Belinda, —how did my heart flutter at 
_ theſe worus, a: Semandra fays in the play, 


I took them all, and died upon the ſound : 
To the driv'n air my flying foul was faſtened, 


Each charming ſyllable he ſpoke was mine. 


« The many paſſionate and endearing things he | 

ſaid to me, would not come within the compaſs of | 
twenty letters; you muft therefore, till 1 have a | 
better opportunity of relating the particulars, con- | 


tent yourſelf with a brief ſummary of the-whiole ; 


— which 1s this, that he is entirely at liberty to | 
marry me, and 1s te:olved to do ſo; that an 

agreement the ſame night was made between us | 
for that purpoſe; and that mamma and her gocd | 
friend, who luckily happened to be with her, | 


were catled in to be witneſſes of it. 


« BSiice every thirg has been ſettled thus happy | 


for me ſome people have been impertinent enough to 


affure me, that, to their own knowledge, Dorantes 


was really martied ſeveral years ago, and that his 
wife is til] alive ;— but this gives me no manner 
of concern :— if there be any woman who has 4 


claim of this nature on him, he has doubtleſs 
ſound means to prevail on her to relinoviſh it, | 


ſo 1 look upon it 2s none of my affair :— he war- 

ries me in the ſace of the wa:ld — has promiſed 10 

preſent me at court,— and while I enjoy the _ 
by pg | «Kg 
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-« of #*####* g{+#+##*, and the grandeur annexed to 
« it, ſhall not trouble myſelt with any whiſpers taat 
« may-go about the town, in relation to the lawtul- 
« neſs or unlawtulneſs of my marriage. 

« Tt is no inconſiderable addition to my content- 
« ment, to hear that you 'defign to return to town 
« in a ſhort time ;—1 long to ſee you, and to give 
« you an airing in my own coach and fix, with'three 
« flaunting rampant tootmen, in rich liveries, hang- 
« ing on. the back of it :— we ſhall cut a better” h- 
« gure, Belinda,— than when we made our little 
* excurſions together in a mean dirty hack.— Oh, 
" fortune! — fortune ! — dear propitious fortune, 
** how am I bound to praiſe thee !— But no more at 
++ preſent, than that I am, —_ _ 

____ ** With the greateſt good wiſhes, 
___ «. Dear creature, 
© Your moſt affeQionate, 
6c And oy humble ſervant, 
| 508 SELIMA,” 


cc P. S::1 need not defire you to tell-Philander 
what has happened,— I know you will, and alſo 
« that his regard for you will make him participate 
* in the happineſs of your friend. Once more, 

us adieu.” 


Lag 


Here wt the "HENY of this celebrated wks ; and, | 
i:deed, the piCture ſhe has given of herſelf in them 
to much reſembles that drawn tor her by my old 
 triend, that I cannot avoid being of his opinion, as 
to the manner in which we may expect ſhe will Te- 
gulate her conduR. 

I could -not, however, acquit Belinda of ingrati- | 
_ tude, for the little -regard ſhe feemed to have'tor one 
who was her intimate companion, and fo frankly 
truſted her with her boſom ſecrets ;— the eſteem 1 
once had for her was very mucii icflened, by what I 
had diſcovered of her temper in the [nviſtble viſit 1. 
hid mace that morning at her apartments ;— and 
the terms in which ſhe had expreſlea h.rielt, in rela- 

N ; _ tion 
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| tion both to Philander and his wife, gave me a cu- 
riofity to ſee how that couple lived together. | 

— Tho! I ſcarce doubted of his being in town, az 
Belinda was returned from Bath, yet I ſent pri- 


_ vately to his houſe, in order to be more affured, and | 


finding he was there, went one moini:ig, imagining 
that to be the moſt likely time to ſucceed in my de- 
_ fign. Ji - 
| I entercd their houſe in a lucky moment,— they 


were together, and deeply engaged in a converſation, | 
| the beginning of which I cannot pretend to relate; | 


but what paſſed between them after ] came in, will 


give the reader a ſufficient ſample of the diſpoſition 


both of the one and the other ;— it was ta this ef- 
mm ET. | ol | 

Philander. © So then, you ſay, madam, that 
| © there are ſome people who pretend to give them- 


© ſelves airs concerning my gallantries with Belinda at. 


© Bath?” | | 


Wife. * You know very well, fir, that the world | 


© js apt to talk on ſuch occaſions.” 


 Philander. * Rot the world ;— that impertinent | 


© part of" it, at leaſt, whom you converſe with :— 
© ridiculous;— as if there were any thing wonder- 


« ful in a man's deſiring to be in the good graces of | 


© one of the fineſt women in town.” 


Wife. « They may think, perhaps, that when a 


* married man has ſuch inclinations he ought to be | 


© more private in them. £ 

* Philander. * Private ; — humph. — What, they 

© would have the men as great prudes as the wo- 
*. ment 


Wife. * You cannot think it ſirange, however, 


that every one believes Belinda, with all the 


charms you find in her, muſt be very deſtitute of | 


0 

o 

* admirers, when ſhe encourages the addreſſes of a 
« man who has no Tight to offer them.” 


Philander. * Envy, by gad,— mere envy of her | 


* power of making univerſal conqueſts.” 


= 
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Wife. * Scarce ſo ;— a woman who behaves in 
© the manner ſhe does, renders herſelf rather an ob- | 

« ject of contempt than envy.” | 

Philander. * Look-ye-madam, — you may fincy 
« what you pleaſe ; but while Belinda has youth, wit, 
«© and beauty on her fide, ſhe will continue to be the 
« toaſt of all the polite part of mankind, in ſpite of 
« whatever malice or jealouſy may ſuggeſt, : \ 

Wife. * Indeed, fir, I have no malice to Belinda, 
© nor jealouſy of you, and give myſelf no ſort of pain 
' for what may happen between you behind the cur- 
© tain ;— but I do not chooſe to. be publickly neg - 
© leted for her ſake ;— I would have you remember 
that Iam your wife.” * 

Philander. * Faith, Ee HR it is little to your 
« intereſt that I ſhould remember it.” | 

Wife. * Why ſo? | 

Philander., © Do you not know what a certain | 
* great poet, who underſtood nature better than el- 
* ther you or, has told us upon this head : 2? 


— Who loves to hear of wife ? 
That dull inſipid thing, without defires, 
And without power to give them. 


Wife, © Mighty well, Philander ;— "hc certainly 
a man of this way of thinking ought never to mar- 
s y 
Philander © Stupid : — Are. you fo Ignorant as. 
* not to. know a man of faſhion marries chiefly for 
* the ſake of getting an heir to his eſtate ?” 
Wife. © Then love is quite out of the queſtion ?* 
Philandzr. * Humph.— No, — not abſolutely ſo; 
—a man generally chooſes the woman who moſt 
ſuirs his taſte at that time, provided her fortune 
and family be equally agreeable ;— but you are not 
to imagine that the conjugal hoop, like an en- 
chanted circle, mult neyer be leaped over till the 
ſpell is ended, which, you know laſts as long. as 
life ?? 


.A 


_ BS. 15S a. I 
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Wife. * And muſt not: then the ſame latitude he 
$ allowed to the women? rn” 7 


a. 6.» ++» 


Philander. * No, — there are very good reaſons 
to be given for. the contrary :— but all this is idle , 
-— fince we are upon this topic, let us diſcuſs i: 


like rational creatures ;— if we examine our own 
| hearts, and confeſs the truth, I believe it will h» 


found that my conduQ and your diſcontent proceed 
from one and the ſame ſource, and are widely dif- 
ferent from what the world generally aſcribes to ei- 
ther :— in fine, madam, it 1s pride,— mere pride 
alone, that makes me guilty and you unhappy. 
Wife. * Pride ; — as how? wi 
Philander, * 1 will preſently convince you,— th 


-pride of being thought to be wel} with a woman | 


that half the town runs madding after, makes me 


fond of appearing 1n all public places with Belinda; | 
—and it is the pride of engrofling me wholly to | 
yourſelf that will not ſuffer you to be eaſy in ſce- 


ing another woman preferred before. you.” 


Wife. © Suppoſe this to be the cafe, which I am, } 
however far trom granting, mine would certainly ! 


be the moſt juſtifiable pride.” 


Philander, * Not at all ;— pride is one of the |} 
very worſt ingredients in the compoſition of a | 


wife,? 


Wife. *©* And falſehood in that of a huſband.” | 
_  Philender, © If you accuſe me of falſehood, you 
are, without exception, poſitively one of the moſt | 
_ungenerous women in the world ;— no man could | 
deal more fincerely with a wife than T have juſt | 
now done with you ; and | think you ought to va- |} 
lue me for it, and conſole yourſelf with the afſur- | 
ance that Belinda will grow ſtale to me the moment | 
-< ] find the becomes ſo to the town,— which, to let ? 


you into a ſecret, I believe will be very ſoon.” 


Wife. * lam very rauch of your opinion in that | 
point ;— but then the ground ſhe loſes in your FF 
heart, will perhaps be taken up by another, (0 | 
that my misfortune will receive little abatement by 


the change of perſons.” | 


Philandsr 


Ln ww 
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« fwering for future events ;—but whatever happ«as 
+ of this kind, you will always find 1t the wiſeſt wa 


+ more ridiculous. 


 ſolijoquy. 


- 
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Philander. * As to that, madam, there's no an- 


to be eaſy ;— ſo, madam, farewel,— I ſhar't Cine 
« at home to-day. | 
With theſe words he went away, it 1s poſſible to 
Belinda, or ſome other engagement of the fame na- 
ture, which I had no curioſity ro pry into ;— his wife 
ſeemed more agitated after he was gone, than ſhe had 
made ſhew of when he was preſent ; but having fat 
for ſome minutes in a muſing poſture, at length rouſed 
from it, and ſpoke thus to heilelt : * 
Wife. * He ſays true, inceed,— patience is m 
only remedy ;— I may cry and fret myſelf, till 1 
grow ſo ugly that people will think I deſerve the 
flights he treats we with, and the beſt I could ex-_ 
peQt would be the pity of my acquaintance :— Gh ! 
how contemptible a thing is piiy !— How mean 
does the wretch appear who ſtancs in need of it !— 
| cannot bear the thought !— No,— the worla thall. 
never know how miſerable I am ;— I wil) ieli.eve- 
ry body that I ciſcovered the flirt was in love 
with my huſband, and that T put him upon pre- 
* tending to admire her, on puipoſe to make her 


The thoughts of this ftratagem ſeemed to put her 
into great ſpirits — I could perceive her eyes ſpark- 
led with the innate fatisfation of her mind, and a 
dawn of chearfulneſs Gifiuſed itſelf through all her 
features.— After a ſhort pauſe ſhe went on with her 


Wife. © I: ſhall be ſo ;— her vain coquette airs 
will give a {4ntion to what I ſay, and my {peaking 
of my huſhanc! with the utmoit tendernets, prevent 
every one ir; imagining I find myſelf treated by 
him with any coldneſs or neg/e&t.— Oh, Fhilander, 
for my own {:ke I muſt conceal your faulis:— it 
is a provokin,” circumſtance, however, - but ] kope 
I thall have lution! enough to overcome it, ard 
io tollow Mi. Dryden's advice.” | 


aA 
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 & Secrets of marriage ſhould be facred held, 
. « "Their ſweets and bitter by the wiſe concea[l'd, 
« Errors of one refle& on t'other ſtill, 


« And when divulg'd proclaim we've choſen ; 


6 11, 


Having now fully ſatisfied my curioſity, I left this 


lady to purſue her meditations, and retired to my 


apartment, in order to indulge my own z which, | 
muſt confeſs, afforded me no very pleaſing ideas, as 
| I] was convinced, by what I had ſeen and heard, that 
neither the huſband or the wife, or the favourite 
miſtreſs, had any thing in their charaCters that could 
be at all intereſting to a perſon of my way of think- } 


ing. 
CHAP. V. 


Conſifts chiefly of ſome refletions of the Author's own |} 
| 06n falſe taſte, — the miſtaken read in the purſuit of | 
Fame, and the folly of an ill-direded emulation ; t© * 
avhich are added, a few faint fetches taken from © 
the moſt amiab 'e originals in modern life, and ex- |} 


hibited in the hope of ſeeing them finiſhed by a more 


able pencil, fer the improvement of the public. 


F*HE celebrated Monſieur De Buſly tells us, that ? 

when we ſay a man has a fine or true Taſte, no ? 
more 1s meant by theſe words, than that he has 2 þ 
ſound judgment,— a clear head, and a nicely dil- |! 
tinguiſhing capacity in judging of what is really wor- ! 
thy and becoming ; and what is not ſo, whether it ? 
be in the choice of his amuſements, his equipage, his ? 


apparel, the furniture of his houſe, the covering of 


his table, or whatever elſe depends on the direction of ; 


the will and fancy. 


| Now, as every thing is beſt ſhewn yy its oppoter 
author of the 2? 


if the definition given us by the Frenc 


true Taſte be juſt, as I believe moſt people will al- 
low it is, to thiak and a& contrary to what ye 9 | 
CLibe?, 4 
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ſcribes, is what we call falſe Taſte ; but, in my opi- 
nion, to think and do always what is wrong, and 
at the fame time imagine that all we think and do is 
right, 1s not of itſelf ſufficient ta take in the meaning 
e; the phraſe in its full extent ;— there muſt alſo be. 
added an afteCation of being ſingular, — Over Curious, 
— over delicate,— over elegant, — ſomewhat above 
the common level of mankind :— in fine, the man of 
a falſe 'Tafte inuſt not be a fool of Heaven's making but 
his own. 
The late witty Earl of Rocheſter has preſented Vs 
with a very pictureſque charaQter of the man of falie 


Taſte, in the following moſt EIN and pathetic 
Unen3 


© He was a fool thro choice, not want of wit : 
6. FR foppery, without the help of ſenſe, 

« Could ner have riſen to ſuch an excellence : 
* Nature's as lame in making a true fop 

* As a philoſopher : the very top 

* Anddignity of folly, we attain 

By ſtudious ſearch, and labour of the brain ; 
By obſervation, council, and deep thought ; 
God never made a coxcomb worth a groat : 
Weowe that name to induſtry and arts ; 

An eminent fool muft be a man of parts. 


Ln) 


a 


. A perfon may be endowed with great talents, yet 
through a falſe Taſte in the manner of diſplaying 


them, be rendered ridiculous inſtead of reſpectable; 
and while he aims at attraGing univerſal ——— 


becomes the object of univerſal contempt. 


Hipptas is profoundly learned, — is well ſkilled in 
the ns uſeful fciences, and endowed both by nature 
and education with every requiſite to render hit a 
worthy and beneficial member of fociety ; yet, by 
ſome unaccountable oddities of manners and behavi- 
our, he makes himſelf hated where he might be lov- 


ed,— deſpiſed where he might be reſpected, — and a 


mere cypher in the world, where he might be a figure 
of the greateft conſequence. 


He 
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' H- is not at all diſſatisfied that every one knows; 


and ſpeaks of him as a man poſſeſſed of a very opu- 
Jent fortune, yet aftcQs to look down with ſcorn on ? 
| all the pleaſures, and even innocent amuſements it | 


might afford him ; and to ſuch an exceſs does he car- 


ry his humour, that whatever 1s beyond the necef}}- | 
ties of nature he rreats as luxury and epicuriſm, vain- | 
ly imagining that the wearing of a t. read-bare coat, | 
and a wig that the head it covers ſcarce remembers | 
ever to have had a curl, or the dining on a cut of | 
- coarſe boiled beef from a three penny ordinary, en- | 


titles him to the character of a philoſopher. 


But this oftentatious hunulity, as I think it may } 
be juſtly called, 1s not the moſt unpardonable error | 


ato which Hippias is led by his falſe Taſte ;— 


| this ſerves only to make him ridiculous ;— but there 


is another which makes him hateful. 
The ambition he has of being reverenced as 


| ſtoic, renders him deaf to the dictates of grain, 
_ and wholly infenſible of all ſocial feeling for his fel- } 


low creatures ; — he partakes not in the joys or 


 oriefs of even thoſe he calls his friends, nor would | 
Fife t-a finger, move a fiep, or ſpeak a ſyllable, either | 
20 promote the one or atiſipate the other ;— the mot | 
diſtreſs] circumſtance has not the power to touch 
his heart, and if any one knows him little enough to | 
employ his aſſiſtance or advice 1n the extremeſt exl- 


gence, he replies, with a folemn and magiſterial arr, 


_ — that he can fay nothing to their complaints ;. that 


pity is a paſſion; and that, by the force of his rea 


ſon, he has diveſted hiumielf of all pens of what | 


kind ſoever. 


Thus does ' Hippias, by indulging one unhappy 
propenſity, forfeit all the love and eſteem, the quali-| 


ties he 1s poſſeſſed of would otherwiſe attract ; .— the 


manner 12 which he is now looked upon gives "me 
room to ſuſpeft, that whenever he makes his exit 


from this world, he will have an eptitaph ſomewhat 


like what I read on a tomb-fione i ina country churcl 
Jueo.: | 
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© Here **####*, ftretch'd at his full length 1s 
© Who living, no one lov'd, ,nor mourn'd when 
« dead.” | 


Numberleſs are the inſtances . might. be given 40 


prove the beſt capacities may be, and frequently -are, 
perverted by falie Iafie and mifapplication ; — as 
one of our moſt eminent authors tells, us— the love-of 


Fame is the univerſal paſſion— 1t is imprinted, ina 


niore or leſs degree, on every human: heart ;— thoſe 
who have great talents are apt to-think they can never 


render themſclves ſufficiently conſpicuous ; and thoſe 
of weaker intellets, yet poſſefſed.of the ſame vani- 


ty, are ſometimes ſo infatuated; as rather than not to 


make a noiſe in the world, to do things, which may an- 
cur a lampoon, fince they cannot deſerve. a.panegyric. 


A private life, or as they term:1t, a life of obfſcu- 


rity, is to ſome people the ſevereſt misfortune they 


can labour , under ; — they will tell you, that they 
may as well be out of the world as of no conſequence 


In it; and few there are who will take the; poet's 


word for a contrary paſſion. 


* The unknown, untalk'd of man, is only bleſt ; 
* No anxious doubts his peaceful breaft annoys, 
* From praiſe and cenſure equally remote ; 
+ Nor hopes, nor fears, his happineſs deſtcoys, 
« But ſafe within himſelf, himlielf enjoys.” 


It is more than barely poſſible, that ſome cf my 


witty readers will cry out,— that I have taſhed ny- 


ſelf in this remark, and if I were not as fond cf be- 
ing talked of as any body elſe, I ſhould never lave 
preſented them with this work z— but ] would have 


theſe cavillers think a little before they paſs ſuch a 


jnogment on me ;— however, for fear they ſhouid 
not give themſelves the trouble of doing ſo, as: the 


preſent age does not ſeem to care much for thinkiug, 


thall 
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my give them a very explicit, though ſhort an- 
wer : Ch 
« Tf I had exhibited theſe lucubrations with any 
view of rendering myſelf popular, I ſhould cer- | 
<« tainly have plucked off my Belt of Inviſibility, as ! 
' ſoon as it had furniſhed me with matter for their | 
« entertainment, and appeared in ftatu quo, with a 
*« long fawning preface in my hand, humbly implor- } 
_ * ing the approbation of the public on my labours; 
* but as I have reſolved to remain in an impenetra- } 
* ble concealment, they muſt do me the juſtice to |} 
&* allow, that I have the honour to be of the ſame opi- | 
* nion with the author I juſt now quoted.” 
This 1s all I have to fay,—and enough too, I | 
think, to clear me from any imputation of the kind |} 
 T have mentioned ;— fo ſhall now po on with ſuch | 
- obſervations as at preſent occur, on | aſt few of the | 
- many branches which ſprout forth from that great | 
root of wrong ating, commonly called falſe Taſte. | 
There are people, who, having no peculiarities of | 
their own, affe& to imitate thoſe they may ſee in | 
Others, eſpecially if the perſon they copy after be | 
of a ſuperior ws f or has the reputation of a wit, | 
Theſe may properly enough be called ſecond-hand | 
fools ; for they generally take up the follies juſt | 
when they are lef? off by the foo they would be {| 
_ thought ex2Qly to reſemble ; — according to a vul- | 
gar adage,—* The fool will ſometimes peep out of. | 
* the wiſelt man.'— The leaſt failing in a perſon of | 
a diſtinguiſhed charaQter is preſently adopted by his } 
_ inferiors till it becomes a faſhion. ; 
How juſtly, therefore, though not the moſt ele- | 
gantly, does Michael Drayton expreſs himſelf when } 
ſpeaking on this ſubject ;— It is a long time ago.{pce | 
I read the old gentleman; but as near as Þ can re- | 
member, his words are as follow: _ : oY 
© The great, tis ſure, ſhould firſt theunſeives | 
amend; © DOT, | 
* For follies of all kinds will ſtill deſcend ; | 
* What palaces begin, the cottage apes, 
* Ard no degree of men tÞ* infection ſcapes.” — | 
Fo Finulation, 


. go . "I Q % be, 


of the moſt noble propenſities of the mind ;— 
nothing can be more truly laudable than an endea- 
-your to ſquare our aCtions by a praiſe-worthy model ; 

but I am ſorry to fay that this is not ſo often the cafe 
as every good man would wiſh it were. 


a pattern all the bad they can find, and neglec all. 
the good ;—and this too, without deſign or any un-_ 
toward inclination, but through mere careleſsnefs ; 
_ and provided they do ſomething ſuch a one or ſuch a 
one does, give not themſelves the trouhle to examine 


relating an example of the fort I laſt mentioned ; 
"which, though it happened ſome years ago, and is 
extremely trifling in itſelf, may ſerve to ſhew how 
Jittle care people ſometimes take in their choice of | 
an objeR for mnnitation, Dl dd os 

paſſed in the world for a very pretty fellow, either 
was, or affected to be, becauſe it was the mode, a 
prodigious admirer of the late defervedly famous _ 


to that truly great man, frequently viſited him, and | 


treaſured in his memory ;—yet I could never had he 
going to repeat. 


_ caſually to ſay, that he thought nothing ſweeter than 


_ to eat with them he would reply,—* Yes, if you 


Mn 
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Emulation, however, when well direQed, is one 


There are ſome people ſo unhappy, as to take for 


whether what they imitate. be a beauty or a blemiſh ; 
or, indeed, whether it be either, or only a matter of 
indifference, and altogether nnworthy of regard. 

And now I am upon this head, ] cannot forbear 


A young gentleman of my acquaintance, and who 


Sir IſaacNewton ;—he had the honour of being known 


had the opportunity of hearing many things trom 
him, which doubtleſs were well worthy ot beirg 


took particular notice of any ting but this I am now 


Sir Iſaac had him at his table one day, and happened 


a bacon bone ;—my fiiend immediately catched up 
the word, and from that moment made it his own, 
and on all occaſions quoted it ;—if any one aſked hun 


* have any bacon ; for, as SirIſaac Newton fays, there 
* 1s nothing ſweeter than a bacon boue.'—In fine, he 
| weny 


\ 
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-went to ne pAcermoiniggled in. no. converſation, .with- 
..out knding fome means to.introduce the:{weetneſs of 
the .bacon . bone, and | repeated the above-mentioned 
. expreſſion ſo. often and ſo. impertinently, that- at.laſt 
he became the jeſt of all his companions, .who, in de- 
Tifion, called him by no other name than the bacon 
- bone, PO Oy? | 1 | | ; | 
Ridiculous as'this may appear, TI can aſſure my xea- 
der, that.the gentleman I have been ſpeaking of. does 
. not ſtand alone, .but has many parallels in 'my cata- 
-logue of obſervations on- a miſguided. inutation, as.l 
could eaſily prove ;--but my humour has on a fudden 
changed its vein ;. and I'begin to grow 400 ſerious to 
recite any farther inftances oi ſo ludicrous a nature. 
| Daganerate as we mortals are ſaid to-be, and to 
-confeſs the truth, worſe cannot be. ſaid of us than 
-we, infatt, deſerve ;: yet even .now, in ,this preſent 


-equally corrupt .and .1literate-: age, when no encou- 


.ragement 1s given either to virtue or to wit, there are 
not wanting ſome few illuſtrious examples of both, 
whom even an endeavour to Copy afier would be 
{ome merit in the attempter, = oth 

See -where the .noble Altamont ſtands ; forth, .a 
ſhining patron of exalted | virtue ;—Qignity . in his 
. countenance, —benevyolence in his. hand, —the: ſtricteſt 
juſtice, honour, and ſocial kindneſs in bis heart ;— 
_ near him you will always find the .caaſte and fair 
 Euphemia, his illuſtrious confort,—a numerous and 
- beauteous - offspring, with joyous ſmiles play round 
their feet, —Juno and Hymen hover over their heads, 
.and ſhower continual bleſſings on the happy pair. 

From Altamont and Euphenua,—ye - huſbands, 
fathers, learn the duties due to thoſe endearing 
Dames ; and ceaſe to. imagine that to ſwerve from 
then 1s politeneſs. | | | 


 LFearn you, who languiſh in a widowed bed, from 
;Eliſmonca learn to ſupport the melancholy of your 
ination as-becomes you ;—Eliſmonda, who, though 
as Lee expreſſes it, in all the full-grown pride of 
glorious beayty, difdains all overtures for a ſecond 
, Mmagriage,—ſhuns pomp and ceremony,—nor own 
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the-conrt- nor- public walks, bnt- in her: cloſer rumi-' 
nates what gooa is In: her: power-to doz- who moſt® 
delerves, and who itands moft in need of her relief ; 
and all thoſe cares ſhe once employed to pleaſe the: 
beſt of huſbands, are-now taken up with aCts of piety 
and ſoft compaſſhon  _ | 

| Learn: you, fair ramblers after-ſhow and hurry— 
ye midnight gadders ro maſquerades and balls, from ' 
lovely Amadea learn, the timid modeſty that beſt 
befits and-beſt- ſecures the honour of a virgin ſtate ;,— 
ſhe takes no pains to attratt the eyes of the gaping 
multitude, and rather thuns than covets popular ad- 
miration ;—ſhe avoids being the firſt' in any new 
faſhion, and never runs mto the extreme of it;;—goes 
to no routes, aſſemblies, or maſquerades ; —ſeldom © 
indulges herſett even with a play or opera; and” 
when ſhe does, is always accompanied by tome grave - 
. relation, whoſe prefence 1s'a check on the imperti- 
nence of thoſe whiftlers who ſkip- fron box to box; . 
faying-the ſame thing to every hne woman they-ſee-- 
| there ;—when fe walks in: the: Park, the makes 
choice of thoſe hours when the leaſt company-are 
there; and-the-only public place you are fure-to-hnd** 
her in is at church. _ ” 

The example of Dorilaus 15-2 noble reprimand to 
thoſe who ſuffer themielves: to grow: old-in- riots\and-' 
debauckeries;—early he quitted'tite levittes of yourh;' 

—and as the filver ſwan emerging from 'the-ftream; 
ſhakes off the drops that hang upon its.wings 5 ſo-- 
Dorilaus-but dipped into- the tollies of the times, —- * 
juſt taſted the licentious- pleaſures of the- town;— 
then defpiſed and threw them-fronr kim with abhor- 
rence. EEK: 
Temptations of every-kind: have ſince ſurrounded'1 
him, yet has he ſtill remamed unmoved, — equally 
inflexible to the infnna+1ons of Juxury and- to- the 
bribes of corruption ;—fieady in-virtuous principles, 
the evil ones at length grew ' weary of thetr-fruitlels-- 
labour, and*now ſuffer-him-to enjoya-calm- and un- 
diſturbed repoſe, - in the-fociety-of a fewi{cleR friends; 
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who joir. with him in commiſerating the infatuation 
| and ſtupidity of an abandened and ſelf: ruined age. 


| If there were no cards nor dice in the world, Pa- 
vonius would be looked upon as an almoſt faultleſs 
being, and the voice of envy have nothing wherewith 


_ to caſt a blemiſh on his name :—it cannot be denied, 
| however, but that Fayonius has wit, honour, gene- 
rofity, affability, and an unaffected ſweetneſs of diſ- 


poſition, —qualifications which would greatly com- 


penfate for his love of gaming, if it were not for two 


conſiderations, —w hich are thele : | 
Firſt, That by indulging this unhappy propenſity, 


he laviſhes too much of that precious time which 


might be employed in the defence of the liberties 


of his country, and for the benefit of a common- 
wealth, which ſtands in the utmoſt need of ſo able 


a friend. | 


© Secondly, That his high charafter in the world, | 


joined to. an almoſt general depravity of manners, 


makes many people ready and even proud to follow 
his example, in this, the ſole error of which ke can 


be accuſed, while they negleCt the leaſt endeavour to 


Bluſh, ye pretended patriots, who wrote and 


| loudly bawled for liberty ; — who inveigh'd againſt 


corruption, only to enhance the market of corrupti- 


on, and ſell your conſciences at a dearer rate :;— 
bluſh, I fay, at the awful Camillus! — Camillus, 


whe ſo. long and ſo firenuouſly maintained the glo- 


 rious Cauſe he had undertook, till deſerted, and 


left almoſt alone, prudence obliged him to retire, and 
employ thoſe cares the public were unwortky cf, in 


_ private benefits on his tenants and dependents. 


_ . There are many others of both ſexes ſtill living, 


whoſe characters would refiet honour on the 1mi- 


tators; and ſome who, though the world has been 


| fo unfortunate as to loſe, have left behind them ſuch 
monuments of their virtues as can never be forgotten ; 
— their memory ſtrikes a damp on guilt, and will _ 


eternally be venerated by all the wiſe aud good. 


They 


imitate any one of the numerous virtues he is maſter | 
» | YI | whe 


-. 
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They are now removed fiom the vices and folues 
of an age they had no power to reclaim ; but, as the 
livine muſe which direQted the pen of Herbert truly 
lays, | | | 74 


Y + 1» fpite of death, the attions of the juſt, , 
« Will ſtill ſmeil ſweet, and bloffom in the duſt.” 


But this is a theme which, tho” perhaps little af- _ 
{eing to the greateſt part of wy reaceis, may yet be. 
wo melancholy to ſome others, as well as to myſelf, 
| ſhall therefore dwell no longer upon it, but return 
wa ſubje&t more ſniteble to the preſent diſpoſition of 
the times, which 1 am not 'o ignorant as not to know 
an author ovght always to conſult, if he regards el- 
ther his own reputation or the intereft of his Book- 
kiler. DR HE | | : 


CHAP. VI. 


Gives a fuccind relation of two pretty extraordinary 
adventures that preſented themſekuves to the Author 
in a _—_— ramble ;---wbich accounts, if they 
are not found altogether ſo improving as fome feav 
readers might deſire, have full as good a plea to the 
approbation of the town in general—that of being 
very diverting. | | | 


CLEAR and undiſturbed ſky, i]luminated with a 
Lk filing fun, and perfumed with a thouſand 
odours from the new budding ſpring, invited me to 
ake the air in Hyde-Park ;—1 girded my Inviſible 
belt about me, for the reaſons I have already men- 
loned in a preceding chapter, and alfo put my 
tablets in my pocket, though I had not the leaſt 
txpeCtation. of meeting with any thing in that place 
vhich ſhould give me occaſion to make uſe of them. 
_ The ſweet folemnity of this ſolitude, afforded me 
monly more pleaſure than ever I had found in a 
nouded Mall ;—it inſpired me with the moft de- 
lynful ideas, which indulging, I wandered for 1 


| believe 


283 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 


believe near two hours, without. meeting. with any one. 


object to inter: upt my contemplations. 
How much longer T might haye continued in this 


. agreeable re{7-ry 1 know not ; for I was rouſed from 
it by the ſudcen appearance of a gentleman at ſome 


diſtance from me, but who was advancing directly 
towards the path where I was :—on his approach [ 
ſtepped a little on one fide, to prevent his running 


againſt me ;—he walked backwards and forward; | 


with ſome emotion, —looked often on his watch, and 
diſcovered many ſigns of the utmoſt impatience. 
By the cockade in his hat, and ſome other inf. 


| lible ſymptoms 1 faw about him, I doubted not of | 


his being a mulitary gentleman, and imagined that 
ſome diſpute of honour was that morning to be 
decided by the point of the ſword ; but | was ſoon 


convinced of my miſtake, and that the officer at that | 


_ time had more of Cupid than of Mars in his head. 


I had not been many minutes before a coach came 
up.and ſtopped very. near to the place where I ſtood | 


— there were three women in it, one of- whoin, and | 


- much the rickeſt dreſſed, I preſently knew to be the 


celebrated Lipathea ;—the others, as I afterwaics | 
_ found, . were her woman and nurſe ;—this, tt ſecms, 
being the firft time of her coming abroad fince her 

bringing into the world a ion and heir, to the great | 
rable family,—as the news-wrucers | 


joy of that hoaou 
expreſs-it. a | 
On fight of the coach the young.,officer advanced 
| briſkly towards it, —Lipathea ſaw -him- at the fame 
time; and thruſting out her head, and half her body, 
| with her accuſtomed loud laugh, cried to him : 
Livathea. * So,—my dear punCtual Billy.” 
Officer. * More punctual, indeed, than your It- 
« dy{hip.; for I have been here this half hour. 
Lipathea, * Well well,-come in;—you know! 
© ſhall recompenſe your attendance,” _ 
With theſe words.the door was immediately opened, 
—the two women came out and the officer juniped 
in, —after which the coachman was ordere:i! to crive 


as. Cow as he could to the Walnut-tree Walk, _” 
| | 0 
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ſo round to the Ha-ha wall and back to the ſame 


place again. So 0 
I had no opportunity to follow them, ſo was 
obliged to content myſelf with hearing the diſcourſe 


that paſſed between the two women who' were left 
behind, —to this end I kept as cloſe to them as I. 


could, with my Tablets in my hand ; but the ſub- 
jets they talked 'on at firſt were ſo trifling, that I 
did not think it worth while to ſpread them for the 
imprefion of their words, *till all at once the nurſe, lift- 
ing up her hands and eyes burſt into this exclamation : 

Nurſe, * Well, —theſe great folks, they may do 
© any thing ! but I wonder her Jadythip is not afraid 


« of being met by ſome one who might tell her huſ-_ 


* bandP oO = : ; 
Woman, * If ſuch a thing thould happen, and 


* he ofter to reſent it, ſhe would either laugh or fight 


© him out of it. | | 
Nurſe. * What, do they fight ! 


Woman, * Fight !—aye, Mrs. Nurſe, and ſcratch 


too; but my lady always gets the better.” 
Nurſe. * That is likely enough, truly, if they go 


* to handy-cuffs; for ſhe is a good deal the moſt. 


* robuſt of the two.? 


Weman. * Aye, ſome people are apt to ſay they 


© ſhould change ſex. —But how can you be ſurpriſed 


« at her making this excurſion ?—Do not you re- 


* member that when the had lain-in but ten days, 


* Sam, her favourite footman, conduQted the Captain 
 * up the back-ſftairs into her bed-chamber, in the _ 


very moment her huſband was going into his cha- 
© riot to take the air after a fit of the gout.” | 

Nurſe. * Indeed, | ſhall never forget it ;—I was 
© quite confounded :— Nurſe Dancle too was called 
* to ſhew young maſter to him,—juit as if he had 
* been his father.” 


I/oman. * Well ſhe has fine children, and I be- 


' lieve does not care a pin's point who the world 
* thinks begot them.” | | WEE 
Nurſe, * That's a plain cafe, or ſhe would never 
* behave as ſhe docs.” | 
Vor, I. | O Woman. 
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Woman. * It is not our bufineſs,however,to find fayl:. 
© for to do her juſtice, as covetous as the is in othe: 
* things, the 1s hberal enough to thoſe who are any 
< way aſlifting to her pleafures.” ; 

Nurſe. * | believe fo; for, after the Captain was 
gone that day fhe put a broad-piece into my hand, 
and ſaid he had left it for. me.—But hearkye,—| 


'"-- &@ Hh =® 


the fineft preſents.” 


* as ſhe 1s careleſs of their doing fo.” 
Nurſe. * How does that matter ſtand at preſent 
s then ?—Has he forſaken her, or ſhe him?” | 


Homan. * Neither, I can aſſure you ;—they are | 
« as fond of each other as ever when they are toge- | 


© ther; but he has lately got into a great employ- 
« ment, which takes -up his time very much, and he 
© cannot be ſo often with her as uſual, fo that ſhe 


« would be quite moped for want of amuſement if | 


© the Captain were not in the way.” 


_ Nurſe, * Bleſs me! how times are changed = 
 * When was a young woman there were no fuch 


* doings ;—| have ſerved in many a preat family, | 


* and nurſed many a fine lady, but never ſaw for- 


© merly what I have lately ſeen in this and fome | 


* other places, which ſhall be nameleſs” _ 
Woman. * I have heard, indeed, that people of 
© the laſt age were very different from what they are 
* now; but we cannot live by the paſt but by the 
« preſent, and I would not have you ſtand in your 
© own light, Mrs. Nurſe ;—my lady talks of recom- 
* mending you to a certain great perſon, who wil 
« ſhortly have occaſion for one of your profeſſion ; 
« but if you ſeem to diſapprove of theſe things you 
<« will ſpoil all” 
Nurſe. © Nay, for that matter, —I can hold my 
« tongue when | find it is for my intereſt ;—I am no 
© babbler,-l will ſay that for wyſelf ;=-but thoughts, 
« you know, are free.” 


This 


was told fora great ſecret, that ſhe had 2n intrigue | 
with my lord "I'riffli Traffli,—and that he made her | 


Woman. * They need not have told it you for a | 
*« ſecret, —all the town knows it, and he is as proud | 
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This prating woman, wwho would fain be thought 
no babbler, now began to run into a long detail of all 
the particulars ſhe knew, or could remember, that 
had happened in the ſeveral families where ſhe had 
been ; but the matters ſhe related being wholly in- 
ſignificant, and unworthy of record, I ſhut up my 
Tablets and gave no farther ear to what ſhe ſaid. 
* 1 quitted not the place, however, *till the lovers 
returned from the tour they had been making ;—the 
coach ſtopped, and the Captain was ſet down near 
the end of the ſame path where he had been taken 
up, and Lipathea beckoned her two attendants to 
come in, who by this time, I found, were heartily 
weary of their promenade. | 
'khe well-known character of Lipathea, one would 
think, ſhould haye hindered me from being much 
ſurpriſed at any thing ſhe did ; yet could I not be an 


£ye-witneſs of the glaring affront ſhe now put upon 


her huſband and the modeſty of her ſex, without 
being ſeized with a conſternation impoſlible to. be. 
expreſſed. _ — bo: 
My meditations on this adventure had perhaps 
taſted *till I came home, if they had not been inter- 
rupted by another which fell in my way, and afforded 
me, in_ its conſequences, more matter for diverſion 
than the former. | | Eh 2 

Beauty, or what is more than beauty, the power 
of attraction, is not confined to perſons of a high 
{tation,—nature can exert herſelf as much in the cot- 
tage as the palace, and we ſometimes find more real 
graces under a plain homely coif than under a fine 
zauſe cap ornamented with jewels,—as the little in- 
cident I am about to rehearſe will abundantly evince. 

As I was paſling through St. James's-Park, I met 
2 young woman with 0 poringer in her hand, fat 
upon a water-plate, and neatly covered with a large 
earthen ſaucer ;—ſhe advanced with ſlow and cauti- 
ous: ſteps, leſt the ſhould fpill any part of what ſhe 
had brought ; when ſhe drew near to the Parade, a 
tall luſty grenadier ſtepped forth from among his 


comrades and received the meſs from her, as alſo a 


O2z | pewter 
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pewter ſpoon as bright as filyer, which ſhe took out 
of her pocket and preſented to him at the ſame time. 
"Though every thing about her was clean, even to 

a nicety, yet, as the reader may eaſily ſuppoſe ex- 
rremely mean :—ſhe had a face, however, that ſtood 
in need of no adyantages from drefs to ſet it off;— 
| Never had I ſeen a finer pair of eyes, more regular 
features, or 4 more ſoft and delicate cemplexion ;— 
and to crown all the reſt of her perfe&tions, there 
appeared not only in her countenance, but in every 
little motion and geſture, that which, in my opinion, 
is the very ſoul of lovelineſs, a moſt perfect inno- 
cence and ſimplicity. 

I was ſo much ſtruck at the fight of her, that I 
could not forbear ſtopping in order to conſider her 
beauty with more attention, while ſhe ſtood waitin 
till the grenadier, who I found was her huſband, had 
done eating. | | 
— TI was net, however, the only admirer whom her 
Charms thet morning had attratted,—a ceritin officer 
of diftintion in the army, who happened to be 
walking on the Parade with another gentleman, 
having beheld her at ſome diſtance, quitted his com- 


panion and came to the grenadier, accoſting him in 


theſe terms : 

' Officer, © Yo, prenadier,-you are taking your 
© morning's refreſhment ;—lIs this pretty dame! your 
4 wife? | 

Grenadicr. * Yes, pleaſe your honour.” 
Officer. © She ſeems very young, you can't have 
© heen married long,” ER BEnig 
Grenadier. * About three months, pleaſe you! 
© honour.? 5 | | 
Officer. * T hope you uſe her well ;—I dare fay 
5 ſhe deſerves 1t.” ES 
Grenadier, * 1 think ſhe has no reaſon to com- 
« plain, fir ;-Have you, Peggy ? 
Wife. * No, indeed.” | | 

Officer. * Tam glad of it; IT would always have 

' the women uſed well. | 


He 


_ 
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He ſaid no more, but turned upon his hee] and 


walked away with a careleſs air, as if nothing farther 


than what be had made ſhew of were in his head ; 
but 1 perceived he removed no farther than the end 
of the canal, and kept an oblervant eye on thoſe he 
had left behind. 

The grenadier baving finiſhed his little repaſt, 
mingled with ſome {ojdiers who were. en the Parade, 
and his wife tripped out of the park with more hafte 
than ſhe had come into it ;—the officer, who had 
never loft ſight of her, followed, though for a while 
at ſome diſtance, and I kept very near him, reſolving 
to ſee what it was he aimed at, and what would te 
the iflue of his SEgnGs in caſe he had any of the 
nature I ſuſpeQe 


She went Foul the Treaſury, and when he ſaw. 


ſhe had entered there menced his pace, and coming 
up with her under the arched paſſage gave her a 
little lap on the ſhoulder ;—ſhe fiarted and turned 
back, but on ſeeing him dropped alow courtiey, while 
he ſpoke thus : 

Officer, * Well overtaken, my pretty laſs ;—1 
' wanted to ſpeak with you ;—T fancy | have fecn 

' you ſomewhere or other ; ; — Pray what country- 
' woman are you ?” 

Wife, * 1 was born in Lancaſhire, —fo pleaſe your 


' honour,” 


Officer. * I thought ſo; ſor I have heard Gay all 


' the Lancaſhire girls are very handfome.—And pray | 


* what brought you to London 7 
Wife. * The hopes of getting into a good fervice, 


' pleaſe your honour ; but not hemirg of one pre- 


© ſently, and happening to get. acquainted with wy 
' huſband in the mean time, I changed my condition.” 
Officer. * You did well ;—there is nothing like 
, ' being your own .miſtreſs ;—but you country folks 
* are generally afraid cf a red coat ;—Houw came 
* you to venture on a ſoldier ?” 
Wife, © I don't know, fir,—it was wy fate, I 
* think,” SN 
O 3 i © Qfficer, 
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Officer. , « Well here is ſomething to encourage 
* you to love the army* 

With thefe words he drew a ftx-and-thirty piece 
of gold out of his pocket and made an offer of put- 
ting it into her hand ; but ſhe drew back, either 
aſhamed or unwilling to accept it, and cried, 

Wife. * Oh, fir, I have heard ſay that women 

* ſhould never take money from the men.” 

Officer. * That is from your mean dirty fellows; 
* but it is i]|-manners to retuſe any thing given you 
* by your ſuperiors. | | bs 

He now took hold of her hand, and a ſecond ef- 
_ fort obliging her to receive his preſent, ſhe looked 
'ON it, turned it two or three times, and then faid, 

_ #Wije. * Bleſs me,—what muſt I do with this 

* great piece of money ? _ | | 


_ - Officer. * Oh you will find a uſe for it ;—that | 


pretty face and perſon of yours require a thoutand 
things that the grenadier's pay will not enable him 
to purchaſe ſor you :—end now I think on it,—'tis 
pity he ſhould continue in that low ftation; | 


& «i a: 6: DS. > 


do you live {-—I will come and ſee you.” _ 


fit ior your honour to come into.” : | 
Officer. * No matter for that,—I am not proud, 


ſoever it be, where I can either do a pleaſure to 


excules.” | 
Wife. * Your honour is very | good ;—but [ do 
not know how to tell you, for there is no ſign near 
us ;—but we lodge up one pair of ſtairs at a button- 
maker's, the next door but one to a chandler's 
ſhop, in a little alley that turns out of King-ſtrect 
by a green-ftall, and is no thoroughfare.” £ 
Officer. * I ſhall never find it by this direQon, 
* you ſhall ſhew me where it is now Wit 
| "ze 


have it in my power to raiſe him, and I will do it, | 
—he ſhall have a haJbert forthwith ;—but I muſt | 
talk to you a little firft upon that ſcore.—Where |} 


_ Wife, © Oh, dear fir,—we have not a habitation | 


_ and never ſcruple to go to any place, how mean | 


myſelf or ſervice to my friends ;—therefore no 


Ta 
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Wife. * Lord, fir,. what will the people in the 


« ſtreet ſay, to ſee me go cheek by-jole with ſuch a 


* tine gentleman as your-honour *' 
Officer. * Well then you ſhall walk before and I 


' will follow you.” | 


IWife. * But, fir, my room 1is- all dirty, —-I was 


' juſt going home to clean it, —now 1 have carried. 
© my hufband his breakfait.” | 


Officer, * | ſhall not go in, nor viſit you till afer 


* dark, to hinder, as you fay, the neighbours from 


' ſtaring at me ;—I will come this evening about | 


* nine or ten o'clock ;—your huſband is to be upon 
* duty, but do you take care not to be out of the 
© way ; for it is abſolutely neceffary | ſhould have 
* ſome diſcourſe with you before 1 co any thing for 
& nM | 


Wife. © Lord. fir, what buſineſs can your honour 


© have with me that he muſt not know 2? 


Officer. * You may tell him afterwards, if you 


* will ;—but I won't detain you any longer,—go 
* home and delight yourſelf with the afſurance I give 
© you that your huſband ſhall be made a ſerjeant to- 


* morrow, and that I itall uſe all my intereſt for 


* his rifing ſtill higher, —ſo that he may come to be 
* a captain at laſt” - | | 


Wife, * A Captain !—oh In f-—1 ſhould never 


s have thought of .ſuck a thing.” 


Officer. * It all depends upon yourſelf, and what 


* ] have to communicate to- you ;—ſo be ſure to 
* be-at home and alone when I come. | | 

Wife. * Yes, pleaſe your honour, I would net 
* for all the world be ſo rude as to diſappoint you ; 


* —though I am aſhamed you ſhould come into ſuch 


© a poor habitation as mine.* | | 
Officer. * Never mind that, my pretty one, I 
* ſhall look on nothing in the place but yourſelf.” 
While he was ſpeaking this he caſt his eyes about, 
d finding there was nobody in ſight, gave her an 
afiectionate kiſs upon the cheek, after which ſhe 
made a low courtſey and turned away to go home, 


bluſhing all the way the went like the Sun through 


O4 a gentle 
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a gentle ſhower in an April morning ;—he followed, 
as he ſaid he would, till he had ſeen her enter irto | 


her little dwelling z nor left the place tijl he had 
taken ſufficient notice of every thing, to be able to 
remember and know it again. | 


1] was now under a moſt ſenſible concern for this 


poor young creature,—thus likely to be betrayed, 
not by any inclination to 11}, but merely through the 


fear of oftending a perſon above her,—quite ignorant ! 
of the fnares of the world, and untaught how to | 
reſit temptation ; ſhe was, alas! juſt ready to fall | 
into a real fault by an endeavour to avoid an imagi- | 
nary one,—as Mr. Waller ſaid, though on a different | 


occaſion, : 


© Innocence ard youth oft makes, 
_ * In aztleſs virgins ſuch miſtakes.” 


Though | had not the leaſt doubt but that the M. 
young wife of the grenadier would become a prey to 
the vicious inclination of her ſeducer, yet I had the | 
curioſity to ſee in what manner ſhe would behave on | 


_ the full diſcovery of his deſigns upon her. 


+. Accordin2Jy | went about nine o'clock to the little 
a ley, and poſted 2:37ert on a bench at the door | 


juſt oppoſite to. the dwelling of the p:cnadier, re- 


fol ed to go in with the officer when he ſhould come. } 
1 Had not waited above half an hour before he | 


appeared ;—he was 1nuffled up tn his cloak ; but by 


the help of a fmall winking light frem an achacent | 


Thop, i eafily knew him ;—-he had taken toe much 
' notice of the kouſe to he miſtaken in it, and entered 


direQly, the door being left open, as I ſuppoſe, for | 


that purpoſe ;—1 followed clofe behind him, but 


never had my Inviſtbilityſhip been tm ſo nuck danger } 


as It was now brought into by this adventure. 


The grenadier, it ſeems, having been informed by 


| his wiie of every thing that had paſſed between her 


ard the officer, and more zealous in the defence of 


his honour, than perhaps ſome in a much higher 
ftaticu would have bcen, had prevailed, for ſome 
pots 
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pots of beer, on a brother grenadier to do duty for | 
him that night, ſo returned home before the hour 
appointed for his rivals approach, and. having armed 
' himſelf with a good oaken cudgel, ſtood on the mid- 


dle of the ſtairs ready to give a proper. reception to 
that invader of his rights. | 


My leader had not advanced above five or ſx ſteps 


of the ſtairs, when he received a violent blow on the 
head, which, together with the ſurpriſe it gave him, 
made him reel back and like to fail on poor Inviſible ; 
but 1 haſtily and prudently withdrew to the middle 


of the entry, and flood aloof to hear, at a more ſafe 


Ciſtance, what would be the end of this affair. 


The grenadier purſued his ſtrokes, and the officer, 


heing 1n no condition to defend himſelf in that difad- 


vantageous poſture,. thought it beft to make his eſ- 

cape ; but not having been accuitomed to ſuch ſteep_ 
winding ſtairs, fell down to the bottom.;—his anta- 
goniſt, though. better acquainted with the paſſage, 
in attempting to follow. him: had the ſame- fare ;. but 
being uppermoſt ſoon recovered himfelt, and catching 
hold of the officer by the collar as he was endea» 
vouring to riſe, forced. him. on his knees, and conti- 
:med buffeting him on the head and face 111] he was 
covered 21! over with blood that guſhed from his noſe 


and mouth,. as I afterwards. perceived... : 
The officer made ſeveral efforts to draw. his fword, 


and at length did ſo: but the other finding what 


he was about, immediately feized it. by the hilt, 
wreſted it from him, ſnapped it in funder with his 
foot, and threw it over his head. —* Raſcal, will you 
murder me'!. cried the officer.” —* No, no, replied 


wives.!—* Dog,—do you know who. I am, de- 
manded he?” —* I only know you for a villain, faid 
the other, that would debauch my wife, and as 
ſuch FI uſe you.'—* Sirrah,.. returned the officer, 
|] will. make you pay dearly for this. inſolence : — 
' you know well enough that | am F#*#***}._< gy 


_ * lis, rejoined the other, and deſerve to be hanged 


* tor 


' the grenadier, I] will only coo! your courage, and | 
make you remember running after other men's 
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« for taking ſuch a gentleman's name in your month , 
© —*#**##* would ſcorn to ſeduce any man's wife. _ 
The grenadier's hands were not idle all this time 
| but the officer having at length got upon his feet, they 
_ continued wreſtling together for ſome minutes, in 
which combat the furious huſband had much the 
better, which put me in mind of what Mr. Rowe fays 
in his excellent tragedy of Jane Shore: 


© In ſpight of birth and dignity, a man 
* Oppos'd againſt a man, is but a man.” 


The'officer now finding himſelf quite diſabled, and 
| being ſtill under the gripe of his unrelenting enemy, 


called vehemently out for help; on which ſeveral of | 


the neighbours ran in with lighted candles in their 
| hends, and the entry was preſently full of men, 
women and children ;— but never was ſuch a ſpeQacle 
as this demoliſhed Beau,-—* Bleſs me! what is the 
* matter, cried one ??—* What is the matter ?—* Aſk 
* no queſtions, —here is half a crown for any one that 
_ * will get me a chair immediately, ſaid he ;' and the 
word was ſcarce out of his mouth before a cobler ran 
with all the ſpeed he could to do as he deſired. 
The grenadier now affeQted the utmoſt ſurpriſe, 


and ſaid,—* All the world ſhould never have made | 


* me believe it was your honour ;—1 proteſt 1 took 
. * you for a rogue that wanted to come to bed to my 


« wife while ] was abroad, and thought I could not. 


* uſe ſuch a one too il]'—The women, on hearing 
this, gueſled how the buſineſs was, and Jooked ar 
- one another and grinned ;—— one of them, however, 


was ſo Charitable as to fetch a wooden bowl of water 


and a piece of clean rag to cleanſe the blood from off 
his face and garments ; he made uſe of what ſhe 


brought, but gave no other anſwer to what the 
grenadier had faid than a look ſull of reſentment and 

confuſion. ©: Fo Tn, EE 
A chair being brought, he catched up his hat and 
wig, which had fallen off in the ſcuffle, went into it, 
leaving behind him ſufficient matter to employ the 
| | CON- 


S-* 
ST oa ltd. Abo —_— SS «= 


on hearing afterwards the whole truth of the affair 


from the grenadier and his wife, every one applauded 


the condut of them both, and laughed heartily at 
the diſappointment and correCion of the laſcivious 
officer. NEE: I, ne age 5 

For my own part, after I got home, the fati(- 


faction of finding myſelf ſafe from the dangers into 
which my curiofity had brought me, was ſucceeded 
by ſome conſiderations on the paſſages I had been 


witneſs of, and I could not help being filled with the 
utmoſt aſtoniſhment, that perſons endowed with a 
liberal education, and from whom much better things 


might be expected, ſhould, for the ſake of gratifying. 


a fooliſh inclination, the fleeting pleaſure of a mo- 


ment, not only be guilty of the greateſt injuſtice to 


others, but alſo of the moſt abje&t demeaning of 
themſelves. EF I WE; 


CHAP, VI. 


k calculated-+ather for admonition than entertainment, 
and therefore is likely to be but little reliſhed ;—eſpe- 
cially as it may happen to give a pretty ſevere flap 

on the faces of ſome who think themſelves too great 

or too wiſe for amendment. 


when we refule to ſubmit either our wills: or 


aQtions to the guidance of its direQtions, when through 


every ſtage of life we ſuffer fome darling paſſhon to 


gain dominion over us, and utterly extioguith that 


glorious lamp we ſeem ſo proud of, and would be 
thought ſo eminently to poſſeſs above the reſt of the 


. Creation ? | Mes 
Prodigality is generally the vice of Youth, and ava- 


rice of Age ; but tho' both theſe propenſities proceed 
from a wrong turn of mind, and are diametrically op - 
poſite to ſound judgment, yet I think fomewhat 


more may be ſaid in excuſe of the one than of tle 


other. 
The 
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| converſation of the whole alley for a long time z— 


H OW vainly do we boaſt the light of reaſon, 
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The Prodigal laviſhes his ſtores in fuch things as dy 
a pleaſure to himſelf ; and it he ſquanders away hiz 
fatrimony in riotous living, and becomes miſerabl: 
in the end, there are ſome who profit by his misfor- 
tunes ;—his money circulates, and the Public ſuffer 
nothing by his private ruin. Wi ITE 
"The Mifer, onthe contrary, not only denies him- 
. ſelf all enjoyment of the goods of fortune, but alſo. 
withholds them as much as in his pewer, from every 
ore elle ;—he parts with nothing he can get in his 
clutches ;—amaſſes heaps of treaſure, and ſmiles 
with a wicked fatisfaQtion to fee it lie ruſting 1n his 
coffers, while numbers of his more worthy fellow 
creatures are perithing for the want of it. 
 Avarice, ahove all other paſſions, ſo take up the 
| ſoul that it leaves not the leaſt room ſor any of the 
nobler ſenſations ;—love, ſriendcſhip, pity, and even 
ratural affeQion, are excluded thence ;—the ccoveton3 
n:an regarcs only the  crarngge%; of that ſordid view, 
—all his fears, his hopes, his cores, are centered 
there, and he feldom flicks at any thing to obtain it. 
. Beſides, what can be more abſurd in itſelf, than 
_ for people to labour with all their might in the heap- 
Ing riches, which they neither make uſe of, nor ean 
_ affure themſelves but that the next moment may dil- 
 Poſleſs them of ? and it 1s remarkable, that the nearer 
| they approach to the time when they can expe& no 
other than to be ſnatched for ever from the idol they 
have worſhipped, they grow the more eager to pre- 
feive it. ES % 
Strange infatuation, not to be accounted for either 
by nature or common ſenſe !—Our Engliſh Pindar, | 
the inimitable Cowley, has an extreme pretty fenti- 
ment on this head ;—theſe are his words : 


© ?Tis madneſs ſure treaſures to hoard, 
* And make them uſeleſs as in mines remain, 
© To loſe th? occaſion fortune does afford, 
_ * Fame and public love to gain.” 


The 


1e 
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The condition of thoſe children who have the 


misfortune to be deſcended from parents of the hy- 
n:cur 1 am ſpeaking of, can never be too much com- 


miſerated, eſpecially if they happen to be born with 
notions more juſt and elevated ;—an ipftarce of 


which kind 1 am now going to relate. | 
A PS whom I thall diſtinguiſh by the name 
of Avario, 1s ſprung frem a very ancient fani!y in the 


Weft of England, has a large eſtate, and might have 
been beloved and refpcfted by his neighbours, if the 
_ exceſſive parſimoniouſne:s of his difpoſion did not 
make him do things which demean his rank, ard 


even render him oaies dared. in the eyes both of his 
equals and infertors. 


He was married in his youth to a lady of birth 


and fortune ; but had no child by her for near twelve 
whole years, at the end of which time, however, 


ihe brought a ſon into the world, which one would 
mnagine thould have filled the father $ heart with the 
higheſt farisfaQtion ; but inftead of thanking Provi- 
dence for ſending him an heir of his own bowels for 

bis eſtate, he ouly repined at the additional Expency 
the new comer mvuft necefſaiily occaſion. 


His lady was ſenſibly afflicted at rhe little 1 notice 


: he took of the young Clyaimon, for ſo the ſon of | 
this unworthy father was called ; but when ſhe re- 
proached h1m with his unkindneſs, he only gave her 


this churliſh anſwer ;—That he faw no caule for an 
great rejoicing ; for he ſuppoſed, as ſhe bad now 


begun to teen, he. ſhould in a few yeers have more 
_ children than he ſhould be able ro maintain. | 


Cly2mon, notwithflanding, grew a very fine boy 
but would have had little to boaſt of from educa- 
tion, if his uncle by the mother's fide, who was ex- 


ceec. ing rich and had no children, had not conceived 
a more than ordinary affeQtion for him, and reſolved 
to beſtow on him all thoſe advantages which were 


denied to him by the niggard diſpoitti jon of his 
father. | 


He told Avario, that if he would truſt him wich 
his on he would breed bim as his own, and take 


Cal E 
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care that he ſhould want for nore of thoſe accom- 
pliſhments which conſtitute the truly fine gentleman, 


in caſe he were capable of receiving them ; * which, 


* added he, I do not at all doubt of, from the early 
© promiſe of his childhood,” _ Cn 9 
"This offer was too agreeable to both the paren:'s 
not to be readily accepted ;—the father rejoiced at 


being eaſed of an expence he could not foreſee with. 


out regret ; and the mother was highly pleaſed to 


_ think that her little darling would now receive a 


more polite education than ſhe could hope the tco 
great frugality of her huſband would have altowed 
 Clyamon was about ten years of age when Sir 


Arthur Frankwill, for ſo this worthy uncle was 
called, took him under his proteQion, and carried 
him to a fine ſeat he had about twelve miles diftance 


from Avario's :—doubly happy for him was now this 
_ Change in his ſituation ; for his mother dying ſoon 
after his removal, he would doubtleſs have been de- 


Prived of many indulgences he had hitherto enjoyed 


at home ;—but which were abundantly made up to 


_ him by the tender afiefttion he was treated with by | 


the good baronet. 


Sir Arthur, not approving of any of the ſchools 


in that part of the country, fent him to Eton, under 
the conduct of a faithful old ſervant ;—and in that 
place it was he received his firſt rudiments of 
| learning. en i C2 
The improvements he made there were ſuch as 
did honour to the maſters as well as to his own ca- 
pacity, in ſo readily imbibing their inſtrufions ;— 
the accounts thoſe gentlemen gave of him, in their 
letters to Sir Arthur, were confirmed by their pupil's 
behaviour whenever the times of breaking up gave 


him the liberty of going into the country : both un-. 


cle and father were ſurpriſed on finding the ſwift 
progreſs he made in his learning ;—the one was 


charmed with the ſucceſs of his endeavours, and the 


other quite tranſported that his ſon was in a fair my 
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of being poſſeſſed of ſo many accompliſhments with- 
out any coſt to himſelf. | 
Having perfeQed himſelf in all he could be taught 
_ at Fton, he quitted the ſchool, by his uncle's per- 
mitſion, and returned to the Weſt ; where, after hay- 
ing ſtaid ſome time to make an acqualatance with 
the gentry, and take ſuch diyerfions as the country 
aforded, his uncle thought proper he ſhould finiſh 
his ſtudies/at one of the Univerfities, and for ſome 


reaſons which he had within himſelf, made choice of 


that at Oxford, —Clyamon accordingly went thither 
at the age of eighteen, and had the good fortune to 
have for his tutor a gentleman of deep learning, a 
keen diſcernment, and an unprejudiced judgment, 
who inſpired him with ſuch principles of juſtice and 
true honour as I believe he will neyer depart from, 


__ The admonitions of this worthy Tutor, joined to. 


_ a natural love of yirtue in himſelf, entirely preſerved 
him from running into any of thoſe excefſes which 


too many of his age are guil:y of ;—though nothing 


could be more gay and fpiritous, yet every thing he 
faid and did was governed by a certain decorum, 
without ſeeming to be fo. | OY, 

He could be chearful among the men of his ac- 
quaintance, without immorality or prophanenefs ;— 


courtly among the ladies, without flattery or infince- | 


Tity ;—reſpeaful to his ſuperiors, and maintain a 
proper diſtance to thoſe below him, without pride or 
il|-nature ;—in fine, his charaQter and manners were 


ſuch as made him highly efteemed by all the wiſe and _ 
good, and beloved even by thoſe who would not be 


at the pains to imitate him. ET | 
After a ftay of about three years at the Univerſity 
he returned to Sir Arthur FrankwiiPs ; for that kind 
uncle and patron would needs have him continue to 


look upon his houſe as his chief home, nor did 


Avyario at all oppoſe this motion, though he was now 


extremely proud of his fon, went often to fee him, : 


and would always make him be preſent at peg 
public aſſembly or meeting in which he was himſelf 
a party, ER a Te | 


It 
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[It is certain, indeed, that never any young gentle- 
man was more happy or more contented in his mind 
than Clyamon-at the time-I am ſpeaking of ;—he had 
but one with beyond what he already poſſeſſed, and 
that remained no longer ungratified than while he 
forbore-to-memion it, | 

He was.as well acquainted, as books could makes 
him, with moſt. foreign parts ; eſpecially. with thoſe 
kingdoms. and ſtates which compoſe this quarter of 
the globe ; but when he conſidered that the beft de- 
ſcription cannot but fall infinitely ſhort of the proſ- 
pe, he was very defirous of being an eye witneſs 

of thoſe things and places he had read of. 
__ Sir Arthur highly approved his nephew's inclination 
- to travel ;—it ſeemed Jaudable to him,. as he head 
himfelf often thought it was the only thing wanting 
to complete his otker accompliſhments ;. and one Gay, 
_ as they were talking on that ſubject, * My dear Clr- 
« amon, faid he, the deſire you have of ſceing the 
« world 1s truly praiſe-worthy, and I think you car- 
« not better employ two or three of thoſe years which 
« I hop? Heaven has allotted for you,. than in viſiting 
the ſeveral.courts of Europe ;—1 will erlarge your 
- ideas; and the difference of their manners and 
politics will, doubt nat, enable you to make ſuch 
obſervations as may hereafter be of ſervice to you 
6 country. - Os RE 

© I think, purſued he, that there is no neceſſity 
'* for putting you- under: the care of any perſon by 
« way of governor,—you- are now ariived at yeais, 
« and | flatter myſelf, at diſcretion enough to be 
« truſted by yourſelf ;—as-to the reſt, you may dc- 
' © pend that 1] ſhall ſpare nothing to render the tour 
[ 
8 
c 
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you make agreeable to you, and that whatever 

remittances you ſhall have occaſion for, from time 
© to time, ſhall be punCtually ſent to you on a letter 

=z_r._ | 

This crowned all the other favours Clyamon had 
received from his indulgent uncle ; and it is not to be 
doubted. drew from him the moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgments :—it was neceſſary, however, that Ayario 


ſhould 
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ſhou'd be conſulted ;—the matter accordingly was 


p:opoſed to him, on which he teſtified that he was | 
not void of natural affeQion, by the reluctance he 


exprefſed for expoſing ſo deſerving a fon to the dan- 


gers of travelling ; but the arguments urged by vir 
Arthur, and the entreaties of Clyamon, at length 


prevailed on him to conſent. 


Clyamon ſoon made it appear that it was not to. 


gratity a vain unprofitable curioſity, but the laudabie 
ambition of improving his mind, that had made him 


ſo deſirous of going abroad ;—the letters he wrote to 


his father and uncle, from France, Italy, Sweden, 
and ſeveral parts of Germany, wonld have been 


' very well worth inſerting in this work ; but, to the 
misfortune of the public, I was not then in poſſeſſion 


of my wonderful Tablets, and tho? I heard them 
read more than once, caniemember little of the par- 
ticulars they contain. . iz EE 


This worthy young gentleman had gleaned from 


every feld he paſicd thro? whatever he found cepable 


of increaſing the treaſures of his mind ; and, in_ 
ſomewhat more than two years returned to England, 


full fraught, tho? not Enrthened with uncerſtanding 
ard an experience far above his years, 

I might here entertain my reader with the joy he 
was received with by his father and uncle, the com- 
pliments made to him by the gentry in that part of the 
ecuntry, and acc}amations of the lower fort of peo- 
ple ;— but I «ye no time to waſte in ſuch minute 


| particulars, and muft proceed to more material cir- 


cumftances. . | 

Clyamon had no preat reliſh ſor the country ;-— he 
ſoon grew weary of its 2muſements ;—he loved com- 
Fany, and had been accuſtomea 0 a good deal, both 


at Oxtord as well as while he was on his travels, and 


on accovnt of the great ditiance between the gent]e- 
mcn's ſeats in that ccuntry, his uncle's love of rerire- 
ment, and his father's paiſimery, neither of their 
hcuſes were ruch frequen'ed :—in fine, he wanted 
to come to London, —he had never been three whole 
weeks together 3n it, and thought ke ought to be 

| | better 
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better acquainted with what was done in the capital 
of the kingdom. . 
Sir Arthur was alſo willing he ſhould be known in 
a place where the wing an he had given him 
might be rendered more conſpicuous ; but as he had 
more than performed the part oft an uncie, aid !ully 


_giſchargea 31m of the promiſe he had made to Avaiio 


eoncerning his education, Le thought it was now 
high time for that gentleman to. take upon him che 
father, and make a f{ettlen;ent tor kis fon iutticient to 
enable him to appear in the worki according *0 the 
eſtate he was born to inherit. ms ke DS 

This propoſition was not altogether ſo pleaſing to 
Avario as it ought to have been; but as he could 
hind nothing to alledge againſt the reaſonableneſs of 


it, he only evaded complying with it at preſent, by. 


fome trifling excuſe or other, till Clyamon, unable to 
conceal his diſcontent, Sir Arthur prefſed more ſtre- 
woufly in his favour than he had done before, and 
at length, though with much diffcul:v, drew from 
_ tnat niggard parent the ſcanty ſum of fifty guineas. 
"This was a light loading for the purſe of a young 
gentleman bred in the manner Clyamon had been, 
and could not be expeRted to hold out long in fo ex- 
 penfive a town as [oaden ;—Avario, however, ac- 
companied it with a promiſe of letting him have 
more as ſoon as he received money from his tenants, 
who he pretended had been tardy in their payments 
of _u and occaſioned his being very- much out of 
En 


Clyamon could not keep himſelf from being ex- 


tremely ſhocked at this treatment, from a father who | 


had been at no expence tor him ſince he was ten 
years old : —Sir Arthur was no leſs chagrined, though 


he concealed it from his nephew, and putting a bank 


bill of fixty pounds into his hand, faid to him,— 
 * My dear Clyamon, I would not have you to be 
_ * diſconcerted, —you know your father's temper ; 
« but the more he hoards, the more wt:il be your 
« Own at his deceaſe ;—in the mean time. be affured 
« 1 will not forſake you, —I will contiuually urge him 
* Ul 
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_ ef any other unhappy conſequences, 
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* on your behalf, and alfo privately ſupply you when- 


* ever he is deficient ;—live therefore hke yourſelf, 
* and be entyely eaſy.” = 
Theſe comfortable words, from a mouth on which 


| he knew he might depend, made Clyamon ſet out 


cnearfully for London ; bur what happened to him 


after his arrival muſt be the ſuvjca of another chapter. 


CHAT. YL 


b a continuance of what the former but began ;—who- 


ever therefore is not pleaſed with the porch, had 
beſt not wenture farther, left he ſhould meet with 
Something yet more diſagreeable within. 


making much acquaintance in t-1s metropolis, 
and now arrived here at a ſeaſon in which great part 


of the nobili , »nd gentry retire to their couairy feats, 


yet was he ſoo., 4, own, and his converſation courted 
by tnofe of the beſt rank who ft} :>mamed im town. 
There were no Operas, indeed, no Plays, no 


Maſquerades to entertain him ; but the gardens of 
Ranelagh, Vaux-hall, and Mary-le-Bon ; or, to. 
ſpeak more pro erly, the gay company that frequent 
thoſe places left him no want of any other amulſe-_ 


ment ;— the love of pleafure can never continue 


_ ungratified in a town like this, and it 1s not to be 
wondered at if 1t ſometimes got the better of all 


Clyamon's diſcretion ; nor, if ſurrounded with temp- 
tations, that he could not always keep himſelf from 


giving way to paſſions which in youth, and a fprightly 


diſpoſition, are ſo natural that they ſcarce deſerve the 


name of faults. 


It is not my buſineſs to detain the reader's attention 
with an account of his gallantries with the. fair ſex, 
if any of the particulars had come to my knowledge, 
waich I freely confeſs they did not,—T thall only fay 


that he had no amour which could call his honour 


in queſtion, bring him into quarrels, or be produGtive 


The 


—" H O' Clyamon never had an opportunity of 
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The only miſtake in condu@ he had any great req- 
| fon to repent of, he was led into more by the preva- 


| lence of example than his own inclination ;—he hed 


_ never been in the leaft tainted with that epidemic 
vice, the love of gaming ; and rather wondered 


2t the pleaſure he ſaw it gave others, than defired 


_ fo be partaker of it himſelf ,—yet did he inadver- 


tently fuffer himſelf one evening to engage ina 


_ party at that dangerous amuſement, which he knew 
had proved fo fatal to many of the moſt opulent 
fortunes, and utterly unſuitable to a perfon in his 
_ preſent circumſtances. EG 
"The perfons he played with were well experien- 
_ ced, and preat proficients in their arts ;—they let 


him win at firſt ſome pieces, and this imaginary 


ſucceſs luring him to go on, he became at length 
a loſer about ſeventy pounds,—a triffing ſum to a 
gentleman of his appearance, yet three times more 

than he, at that time, was maſter of. | | 

He difſembled his chagrin as well as he was able, 
| but confeſſed he had not that ſum about him, and 
would ſend it the next morning ;—on which they 
told him his honour was a ſufficient ſtake for ten 


times as much as he had Toft, and would fain have 


prevailed with him to have played on ; but he now 
ſaw the folly he Had bectn guilty of, ſo, pretending 
he had buſineſs, took leave of the company, car- 
rying with him a humour very different from what 


he had brought, and from what he had ever been 


poſſeſſed of in his whole life before. DO 


Impoſlible is it to expreſs, as he afterwards told 


me, how much he was diſconcerted at this unlucky 
event ;—- knew it was expected he ſhould, as he 


had promiſed, ſend the money the next morning, ard 


by. what means he ſhould acquit himſelf of that pro- 
miſe, and redeem his honour, puzzled him to a Ge- 
 gree that made him almoſt diftrated. RE. 
He has often proteſted that lhe never cloſed his 
| eyes in ſleep during that whole night, but paſſed his 
reſtleſs hours in contri:ing how to extricate himilelf 


f.om the labytinth into which he had fo fooliſhly 


ſtraye; 
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firayed ;—after much revolving in his mind, he at 
Jaft betkought him of borrowing the ſum he want- 
ed of a yourg gentleman with whom he was ex- 
tremely intimate, and had a good fortune. 

 Pyrfuant to this reſolution he roſe the next morn- 
ing more ear'y than he was accuſtomed, and went 
to his friend, who was not yet ſtirring ; but on his 
faying be had buſineſs of conſequence. ro impart to 
him, was eaſily admitted to his chamber :—he told 
kim. in few words, what had happened, the vexaii- 
ous fi.uation he was in, and the neceſſity he was 
under of borrowing a ſmall ſum, *till he could re- 


ceive a remittance from the country ;———— to which 


the other replied : 


© Upon my fonl, dear Clyamon, I ſhould be 
. © glad to ſerve you on this occaſion ; —— but, faith, 
© It is not in my power at preſent ;—it is not a 
« week ago fince I loſt five hundred pounds at that. 
© damned Whifſt ;—and this, with ſome other de- 
© mands lately made upon me, have quite drained 


* me of all my ready caſh ;—but I will te!l you 


* what I can do for you ;—I know a man who has. 
* often fupplied me, and ſeveral gentlemen of my. 
* acquaintance, when they have had a bad run at. 
* play ;—he has always money by him, and will. 
' lend you what ſum you pleaſe on your advancing. 
* a premium ;—1 will riſe this minute and go with. 


* you to him.” 


Clyamon was highly pleaſed at this offer, and. 


while the other was dreſſing reflected within him- 
ſelf how his affairs ſtood, and that the little pre- 
ſents he had received from his father and uncle 
being now almaſt exhauſted, he ſhould ſoon have 


cails for more money than his gaming debt, thought. 


Ir beſt, ſince he muſt borrow, to borrow as much as 


would ſupply his expences 'till his father ſhould be. 
prevailed upon to make him a ſettlement, which he 


flattered himſelf would be in a ſhort time. 


He 


z1o THE INVISIBLE SPY. 
_ He communicated his intentions to the gentle- 
man, who approved it, and having got himſelf rea. 


dy, they went EA to old Grub, for ſo the 


ulurer was called. 


 'The wretch was. juſt coming out of his kouls | 
when they came to it ;—on ſeeing them he turned 


| back, and conducted them into a little dirty parlour ; 
but, as the diſcourſe that paffed between them was 
{ſomewhat extraordinary, [ thought it worth writing 
down, as Clyamon ſome time after repeated it to 
me word for word : 
Grub, © So, my young ſquire,—'tis a wonder to 
© fee you out of your bed, before the fun has run 
« three quarters of his courſe at leaſt ;—I ſuppoſe 
« you want a little of my aſſiſtance, that 2 you 
© abroad thus early !” 
Gentleman. © No faith, Grub, not at preſent ;— 
© but TI have a friend here that does,” 
| Grub. © Your friend is welcome,—T will ſerve 
'him if T can.—Pray, fir, what can 1 do for you ? 
 Clyamon. © Sir, a preſent emergency lays me un- 
' der 4 neceſſity of raifing two hundred pounds im- 
mediately,—if you have that ſum by you, this 
gentleman will inform you who I am, and that 
© ] want 'neither the power nor the will to dit- 
; charge any obligation l ſhall enter into on that 
Pn. 
Gentleman. G. Ays.&y> Gu. — his note 1s as 
s good as the Bank of England,—you need not 


ear your money,—his name 1s **#*#, he 1s an 


&::&  ® 


* only fon, and heir to near two thouſand pounds | 


6 ayear.' 


Grub. * The gentleman has an honeſt ſace, in- { 


6- deed. 
* Gentleman, © If you have any Gola. Grub, [ 
* will join in the note with all my ſoul” 
__ Grub. © | believe there is no great occaſion, —- 
* only in cafe of accidents a collateral ſecurity may 
* be neceſlary.,” 


Gentleman, 
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Gentleman. * Well, well, —you ſhall have it” 
Grub. © I ſuppoſe, fir, you have acquainted the 
« gentleman with the common way of dealing in 

« theſe affairs ?” 

Clyamon. * Sir, I am willing to allow you any 
© intereſt for your money that you can 1n reaſon 
« cefire.” 

Grub. © Sir, 1 am never out of reaſon with any 
© man ;—as to intereſt, it is out of the queſtion, — 

I ſhall take no more than what the law allows ; 

* —but when we advance money upon 2 pinch a 
© certain premium 1s expected.” 

Clyamon. * Pleaſe to name it.” 


Grub. * Let me fee ;—you want two bninteed : 


* pounds immediately, you ſay ;—it 1s but a trifling 
* tum, incecd ; but tco much for a poor man like 


* me to loſe ;——we who lend money this way run 


5 a great riſque ; : not that I deubt you, nor 
* am unwilling to adrakics the money ; but I think 
* you can do lefs than add an odd bfiy i In the note 
* you make.” 
Clyamon. * How, fir !—fiftty pounds for the loan 
* of two hundred, beſides the intereſt? _ 


Grub. * Look ye, fir, I would not have yau 


* imagine | deal harcly with you ;—it you brought 
© me a note on the beſt tradeſman in the City, Pay= 
© able one month after date, I do aſſure you that 
* I would not diſcount it a farthing leſs than twen- 


© ty per cent Confider, fir, | may lie a great 
* while out of my money ;— dilappointments_ 


* ſometimes happen, and when they do | have not 


* the heart to be ſevere in point of time ;—1I ſcorn 


* to diſtreſs a gentleman when 1 find he has it not in 
* his power to pay, unleſs ] hear he is going out 
_* of the kingdom, or to enter into the army, and 
©"then, indeed, it behoves me to take care of my- 


« ſelf ; for you know, fir, the old proverb, Charity 


; begins at home, 


Clyamon, | 
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 Clyamon, in favouring me with the recital of this 

dialogue, told me that he had not preſence enough 

of mind to keep the ſhock he felt at ſo exorbitant x 


cemand, from being viſible to the Ufurer, who look- | 


ing on him with no very pleafing aſpc&, ſaid to 


Grub, * ] perceive you are diſſatisfied, fir, and 


© it fo, I can keep my money, and you may try | 
to ſupply yourſelf at a cheaper rate elſewhere ;— | 


c 

C 

« for my part, I am at no loſs how to diſpoſe of the 

* little | have,—ther> are enow will be glad to re- 

* celve it on the terms I offered you, and, it may 

© be, not grumble to allow me a better advantage.” 
Gent 'eman. * Nay, —— pthaw, prithee, G 

* don't be out of humour, —my friend 1s not ac- 


© cuſtomed to theſe things, and ] had not time to in- | 
© form him before we came? _ | OY 
_ Grub, © Sir, I bear a conſcience, and am above 
impoſing on any one :—I am athamed to think | 
of what is praCtiſed at ſome great Coffee-houſes - 


| that ſhall be nameleſs, where, if a gentleman is 


ty for it the next morning, or it may be the ſame 


harm done.” a eos 
Clyamon. * Not in the leaſt, fir, and as this is 
* the firſt time 1 ever had occation to become 2 
© borrower, and was utterly ignorant of the me- 
* thods I ſhould take in ſuch a ſituation, I may 
« deſerve forgiveneſs,” FE Eid De Ae 
Thus was poor Clyamon compelled, by his im- 


_ patience to diſcharge his debt of honour, to ac- | 


quieſce to the excuſe made for him by his friend, 


and comply with the extortioner's demand,—on 


which Grub was eaſily brought into temper agun, 
—a note was preſently drawn for the ſum of two 


hundred and fifty pounds, and being ſigned by both 


| the gentlemen, the whole ſum mentioned in it was 


delivered 


ub, 


neceſſitated to borrow ten pieces he returns twen- | 


no,—fſuch things are an abomi- | 
nation to me ;—— 1 delire no more than a living | 
profit, and whoever does not approve of my con- | 
ditions, Is at liberty to rejeQ them ;—there is no 
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delivered to Clyamon, who put two hnndred pounds 
into his pocket, and returned the other fifty to Grub ; 


— this fir, ſaid the wary curmudgeon, I receive as 


a preſent irom you, and'thank you for it. 


Clyamon alfo, in his turn, thanked him for the fu- : 


your he had juſt conferred upon him, after which th 
departed, ſeemingly with the moſt perfe& good-will 
towards each other ; but it is a truth almoſt unqueſ- 
tionable, that the lender of this money had infinite} 


more fatisfaQtion in his mind than the borrower could 


pofſibly have. 


Dearly, indeed, did he pay for the means "8 
charging an obligation which his inadvertency had 


brought htm under It was, however, of this ſer- 
vice to him, that It made him deteſt high gaming 
ever ſince, and careful to avoid all company that 
might draw him into a ſecond misfortune of the ſame 


kind,— as I remember to have formerly read in a_ 


rery old, and now almoſt exploded author. 


* Wiſe is the man, who by one etror taught, 
* No more is in the fame temptation: caught.” 


There i 15S a way of refruining from being ilty i 
indiſcreet actions, without affeing to be over wiſe; 


— Clyamon had this happy talent,— he knew very 
well, that for a perfon of his years to ſet up for a 
ciator, inſtead of reforming his companions, would 
only incur their ridicule ; and therefore contented 


himſelf with nor making a party in the modiſh vices | 


and follies he was ſpeQator of, wichout ſcoming to 
condemn or be diſpleaſedat them. 

Conſcious that on his firſt arrival in town, he had 
not taken all the care he ſhould have done, to- regu- 
late his\'way of living according to his preſent cir- 
cumſtances, he began to retrench his expences as 


much as poſſible he could, without' letting the world 


ſee he did ſo, or ſinking too much beneath the cha- 
raQter of a gentleman born to here the ample for- 
tune he. WAS. 
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n —_ Cy een 


But, in ſpite of this ſomewhat too late aſſumed 
economy, he ſoon found himſelf in a very great 
neceſſity for a freſh ſupply ;— he had been: in Log- 
don from the latter end of the month of May to the 
beginning of October, and had received no remit- 


tances from the country fince he left it ;= all his 


uncle's remonſtrances had not yet prevailed upon his 
father to make the propoſed ſeitlement on him ; the 
Uſurer's loan was quite exhauſted, and he had he- 
ſides, other ſmall debts to his tradeſmen, ſome of 
whom had already ſent in their bills. | 

To add- to theſe vexations, Grub viſited him al- 


moſt every day, ' complained he was out of caſh hin- 


ſelf, and at length grew very importunate, and 


' plainly told him that he could lie no longer out of 


his money, and that 1f he did not ſpeedily diſcharge 
the note, he muſt take proper meaſures to force him 


10 it. | | 


In this exigence he wrote a very prefling letter to 
his father, entreaing an order on his Banker in Lon- 
don, but the obJurate Avario only ſent him an an- 
ſwer to this effect :— that it was inconvenient for 
him to break into the ſum in the hands of nis Banker, ! 
— ſaid he mult wait a while, — that he ſhould be in 
rown hinifelf the enſuing November, on the meeting | 


of the Partament ; and that he would then do fome- 


thing for him ;— in the mean tune bid him live ſpar- 
ingly, and ſhun all places and company that might 


draw him into any unneceſfary expence. | 


Poor Clyamon had need enough for all that Rock | 


_ of ſpirits which nature had endued him with, to ena- 
| ble him to bear up amidſt the perſecutions of his vyo- 


racious creditors, and the unnatural behaviour of his | 
father ;— he had now no other reſource remaining 


_ than an application to fir Arthur, but very loth he 


was to be troubleſome to that dear and beneficent 
uncle, to whom alone he was indebted for what he 
looked upon as infinitely more valuable than his be- 
ing, — his education; and was with much debate 
within himſelf, whether it were not better to endure 
the inſults he was expoſed to, rather than __—r 

r1qQue 


riſque of diſpleafing a patron he had fo much cauſe to 
love and reverence. ES 

But while he continued thus irreſolute in his mind, 
an accident happened which put a final end to all 
the contention 1n his thoughts on that ſcore, by pre- 
ſenting him with a misfortune which was the more 
ſevere, by its being ſudden and unapprehended. 

The good fir Arthur Frankwill died,— fate ſnatch- 
ed him from the world at once, without the leaſt 
previous warning, and allowed no time for the mak- 
ing bequeſts, either to his beloved Clyamon or any 
other perſon who elſe he might have thought worthy 
of a place in his remembrance ;— ſo that leaving no 


will behind him, his whole eſtate, together with 


all the perſonal effeQts he was poſſeſſed of, devolved 


on a ſon of his eJjdeſt ſiſter, as being the firſt of blood 


and heir at law, — a gentleman who had always 
looked upon Clyamon with too envious an eye to have 
any ſincere friendſhip for him. | 


The firſt account of this misfortune was tranſmitted 


to Clyamon in a letter from the above-mentioned 
kinfiman, and contained the following lines : 


To CLyamon ***##*#* Eſq, 


«© DearCovsin, RS Cs 
«A HIS comes to acquaint you with the loſs 


was ſeized with an apoplectic fit, out of which 
he never recovered, in ſpite of all the endeavours 
could be uſed :— I did not fend to defire your 
company at the funeral, as it would have been a 
ſuperfluous compliment to him, and a great fatigue 
and expence to yourſelf, in coming ſo long a jour- 
ney; but as I am ſenſible of the atteQion he had 


' pounds for mourning. 

< T intend to diſpoſe of my uncle's houſe as ſoon 
« as I can hear of a purchaſer, and am now fending 
« away all the furniture, fo can make no invitation 
P'2 SO 66 to 
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we both ſuſtain by the death of our dear 
uncle, who departed this life fix days ago ;— be. 


always for you, I encloſe a Bank Bill of twenty 
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| | «« to you to come hither ; but ſhall be glad if you 
| paſs a few days with me at T=—, on your re 

« turn into the country.— So the hurry Tam in at 
«< preſent, permits me to add no more, than that 1 


«c 
« With ſincerity, Dear Sir, 
« Your affeGtionate kinſman 
« And humble ſervant, ' 
SL << G, Hawxxmoxy, 


It is certain ar this time, and indeed almoſt at any 
other, there were few things could have happened | 
more unfortunately for Clyamon than the death of | 
his uncle, as he had not only loſt in bim an indul- 
6 gent parent, a tender friend, and a kind proteQor, 
who had promiſed never to forſake him, but alſo the 
| only perſon in the world who had the moſt influence 
! over his father, and by whoſe interceſſion he hoped 
to have been foon relieved from the precarious fitua- 
tion he was at prefentin, = ft 
He had ſcarce time to recover himſelf from the 
firſt emotions of grief, on the above-mentioned me- 
fancholy account, when he received private intelli- | 
[- gence that Grub intended to arreſt him, and had 
j _ even employed a Sheriff”s officer for that purpoſe ;— 
| he had no way to prevent this affront but by flying 
[ for refuge to the verge of the court, which he ac- 
.cordingly did, and took a lodging in Scotland-yard ; 
|  — Grub ſoon heard of his retrcat,— traced him to 
| his afyhum, and endeayoured, by all the means he 
j | eould, to render it of no ſervice to him; but Clya- 
| ' mon had laid his caſe before the Board of Green- 
cloth, and thoſe gentlemen had aſſured him of their 
proteCtion, till the arrival of his father ſhould diſ- 
charge this troubleſome affair. - 
The time was now near at hand in which Avario 
was expected, and he ſtayed not many days beyond 
| It; but his preſence rather augmented than put an 
end to the diſtreſs of Clyamon, 


4 


'T hat 


\ i. tt 
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"That unnatural parent, on finding the condition 


he was in, flew into the extremeft rage, — reproach- 


ed his extravagancies, as he called them, in the 
moſt bitter terms,— ſwore he would ſee him fink 
under the calamity to which he had reduced hmfelt, 


rather than give a ſingle guinea to relieve him from. 


it; and even curſed the memory of the good fir Ar- 
thur for having indulged him, as he faid, m nott- 
ons fo contrary to what he ought to have been in- 
ſpired with ;— it was in vam that Clyamon endea- 
youred to alleviate his fury, — he would hearken to 


no excuſes, — be ſoftened by no ſubmiffions he could 
make; : | | 


| One of the gentlemen of the hononrable board, 
on Clyamon's requeſt, urged the defence of that 
young gentleman in the ſtrongeft terms ;_ but Ava- 
rio for many w_ continued deaf to all remonſtran- 
ces in his behalf, and gave no other anſwer, than 
that as his ſon had brought himſelf into this trouble 
by his folly, he muſt endeavour to get out of it by 
his wit. 2 . : 

This cruel ſarcaſm, when repeated to Clyamon, 
made him almoſt forget the duty of a ſon, and, as 
he confeſſed to me, ready to burſt mto exclamations, 
which he would afterwards have reproached him- 
felf for having been guilty of uttering, or even think- 


_ Ing of, 


Grub, and fome other of hjs creditors, findin 
they could do no more to him in the place where he 
was, took their revenge in pertecuting him with un- 
ceaſing clamours, which threw him ſometimes into 
fits of melancholy, that if he had not been we!l fur- 
mihed with a great flock of morality and good ſenſe. 
would doubtjets have puſhed him on ſome defperate 
method, to end thoſe misfortunes which he faw re 
piobabitlity of being relieved from. 

Avario, in the mean time, notwithſtanding hi+ 
churlith and fordid cifpofition, was far from being 
eaſy in his mind ;—-- the fiſt guit of paſſion being 
blown over, the metits of Clyamon vÞ in oppoliti- 


on to the fault he had been guilty of, and made it, 
| | #3 by 
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by degrees, ſeem lefs ;— he could not forbear re- 
membering that he was his ſon, and ſuch a ſon as 
every one, who was a father, wiſhed his own might 
copy after, Ns 0 Ng Rs 
In fine, nature and reaſon joined their forces, and 
pleaded ftrongly in the behalf of Clyamon, and al- 
moſt wrought him to forgiveneſs; but as often as 
he refleted how much 1t would coſt to pardon him, 


and that he could not receive him into favour with- 


out the payment of his debts, the thoughts. of part- 
ing with his money gave a ſudden check to his pater- 
nal inclinations. . TR] ro 
At length, however, ſome hints which Clyamon 
Cropped, in one of the many petitionary letters he 
| ſent to him, gnaking h'm apprehenſive that the moſt 
_ drcadful conſequences might attend the deſpair of his 
offending ſon, he became determined to do ſomething 
for him. —- | ns Ld oe OS 
He ſent a perſon to him with ten guineas for his 
preſent ſupport, and an offer of making up his af- 
fairs, in caſe he could prevail on his creditors to 
compound for the one half of what was owing to 
them ;— Clyamon accepted his father's preſent, 
trifling as it was, with ſubmiſſion ; but could not 
forbear teſtiſying the utmoſt diſdain at propoſing cf a 
compoſition ; for beſides being certain it never would 
be complied with, the thing in itſeif appeared to 
him ſo abje@, that he choſe to ſuffer any thing ra- 
ther than demean himſelf to mention it. De ns 
This refuſal put Avario into a ſecond flame ; but 
he ſoon cooled again, and after ſome little conflict 
with himſelf, the neceflity there was of reſtoring the 
liberty of an only ſon, got the better of his love of 
money. TK 
Loth, however, to part with his darling pence, as 
long as there was a pollibility of keeping them, he 
ſou nd out an expedient to protract the doing a thing 
ſo irkfome to him, — he communicated his intentions 
to Clyamon in a letter, which that young gentleman 
ſhewing to me afterwards, I found contained words 
to this etfect ; | Rs " 
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'To CLlyamon. 


_ *+ Tr is expected that we ſhall be diſſolved about 


H O' I have been juſtly irritated againſt you, 
firſt by your extravagancies, and fince by 
your late obſtinacy, yet I cannot forget I am your 


father, nor ſufer you to ſink beneath thoſe mil-_ 
fortunes your folly and ciſobedience have brought: 


you into; — I have refolved to pay all your Cebts 
before 1 leave London ; but as 1: is not convent- 
ent for me to do it ſooner, would not have you 
venture out of the Verge, for fear of bringing 


' yourſelf into cifgrace, and an additional expence 
on me ſor your releaſe ;— inthe mean time am 
content to allow you two guineas and a half per 


week, for the ſubſiſtence of yonrſelf and ſervant. 


the middle of February, when writs will be 1{- 


ſued out for a new election; and I ſhall then ſet 


you clear in the world and take you home with 
me ; for I do not think it at all adviieable that you 
ſhould live in this luxurious town, till you are 


better acquainted with the true value of money. 
than you ſeem to be at preſent ;— I hope, not- 


withftanding, that your future behaviour will atone 


for the errors of the paſt, and I ſhall have no oc- 


calion 10 repent the proof I now give you of be- 


ing 
+. YouraffeQionate father, 
6 Avarto.” 


The joy which Clyamon would have felt, on find- 


2g that full fatisfattion would be given to the de- 
mancs of his 1mpaticnt creditors, was very much 
abwred by the thoughts of being obliged to refide 


conſtantly with bis father 1n the country, as the 


manner in whish he knew he muſt live with the old 
gentleman would be very diſagreeable to his humour, 
and widely different from vhat he had been accul- 
towed to with his uncle. | 
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It alſo ſeemed a little hard to him, that by delay- 
ing the diſcharge of his debts til his departure, he 
Thould be ſecluded from all enjoyment of the plea- 
| ſures and amuſements of the town, even while he. 
continued in it ; — but he faw into the policy of his / 
father in doing this. and as there was no remedy, en- 
deayoured to be as contented as poſſible. Tn 
In the anſwer he gave to Es father's letter he ex- 
prefled himſelf in terms which were highly pleaſing to 
| him, and brought on a perfe@ reconciliation, as will 
preſently appear, on occaſion of an accident which 
happened ſoon after 


CHAP. IX. 


Concludes a narrative which has ſomewhat in it that 

will, in a manner, compel thoſe who ſhall be moſt 

offended, to counter feit an approbation, for the fake 
of #heir own intereſt and reputation. 


H O” the greateſt intimacy with Clyamon, and *' 
a long acquaintance with Avario, made me 
no ſtranger even to the minute particulars of the 
tranfattion I am relating, I mean, as far as I could 
| he informed by the perfect confidence with which 
I was honoured by both theſe gentlemen ; yet as no 
ſure dependence can be placed either on what peo- 
ple ſay of themſelves, or the report given of them 
by others, T ſhould never have ventured to ſpeak fo 
poſitively in many things as I have done, if the gift 
of Inviſibility had not afforded me an opportunity of 
accompanying them when they thought themſelves 
entirely alone, and of beholding them in thoſe un- 
guarded attitudes which are the beft, and, indeed, the 
only certain diſcoverers of the inward workings of the 
human mind. ER 
Ir was my dear Belt could have alone convinced 
me that, contrary to the general opinion of the world, 
it was not ill nature in Avario, or Ignorance of what 
he ought to do, which had hindered him from being 
an aftectionate huſband, a tender father, a _—_— 
| | | [1ENu, 
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friend, and an indulgent maſter ; but merely his. in- 
ordinate love of money, and an unaccountable ap- 
prehenſion of being reduced to the want of it, that 
made him centre his whole cares on his bags, re- 
gardleſs of all the ties of blood and nature; and, in 
fine, rendered him almoſt incapable of praQiſing any 
ſocial virtue. : rs 
It was by this beneficial preſent that T became 
aſſured, Clyamon was much more worthy than he 
took any pains to appear ;— that in all ſerious mat- if 
ters he was ſteady and unſhaken, and in his pleaſures i 
decent and well mannered ; and that, young as he 4 
was, he had ſet up a tribunal in his own heart, 
where Reaſon preſiding as ſole judge carefully exa- il 
mined all his aCtions, and whenever any unruly paſ- i 
fion bad got the ſtart, ſtopped it in its full career, by. 
and breught it back to obedience. OY 
Many intereſting circumſtances, relating to this _ f 
alfair, between father and fon, are loſt to the public, bl 


mm Aw w 9 


by my having been deprived for ſome time of my ly 
J Chryſtaline Tablets, which had been ſtolen from me, it 
: with ſeveral other things of much leſs, tho* more ji 
. JY fceming value, by an unfaithful ſervant ; but the vil- if 
; JI {ain, finding, I ſuppoſe, that he could make nothing i | 
| FT of the Tablets, and looking upon them only as a cu- a 
, riofity, which would pleafe no body ſo much as my- if 
: ſelf, ſealed them up and cauſed them to be left for me | |: 
. .«t a coffee-houſe ;— my joy at geiting them agam i} 
. made me forgive the reſt of the robbery, and ſeek no. q 
EI tarther aſter the thief. _ | EE, | 
"— | I recovered my purloined treafure juſt about the © 
. time that Clyamon was 1n the above-men:ioned fitua- [ 
. ation ; ſo that what remains to be recited of this T 
# narrative will be chiefly taken from the mouths of 
x the perſons concerned in It. [} 
; | was one morning in Clyamon's apartment, jun - || 
4 der cover of my Belt, when a yourg gen:ileman of ' 
| the name of Careleſs came to vilit kim ;— after ex- | þ 
bh changing the bon jour, and ſore other cuſtomary fa- 
g Jutations, Careleſs began the converſation between 
1 them in theſe terms ; 


j, T0 Carelsſ 
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Careleſs. © Where do you think I was yeſterday ? 
Clyamon, * T am no conjuror.” 
Careleſs, * Gueſs,” | by 
Clyamen. * It would be a needleſs trouble ;— 


prithee ſpare it me.” 


Careleſs. * Why, faich, in tne gallery of the 
Houſe of Commons.” | | | 
Clyamon. * "The Houſe of Commons !— it muſt 


be a buſineſs of vaſt importance ſure, that could 
_ carry a fellow of thy gay ſprightly temper into that 


"E 


grave venerable place, 

Careleſs. * No, — thank Heaven, bufineſs and] 
are perte& ſtrangers to each other; but I had an 
hour or tv-o upon my hands, and went thither 
mcrely to kill time ;— but was never more divert- 


ed in my whole life, than to ſee how fome young 


membtr3, who had got their heads together and 
were giggling over a copy of verſes inſcribed ta 
Fanny Murray, were put to filence in an inſtant, 


and looked as filly as a ſchool-boy under the laſh 


of correction, on the Speaker's crying out with an 
audible and auſtere voice, 'I'o order, gentlemen, 


' — forſhame — to order” _ 


Clyamon. * Methinks, indeed, they might have 
found a more proper place and time for laughter. 
— Was my father in the houſe, pray ? 

Careleſs. * O yes, and I aſſure you the old ven- 


tleman made as wiſe a figure as any there ;— he 


ſaid nothing, indeed, but fat as ſerious as a judge up- 
on a Criminal cauſe, lcaning both his hands upon 
his gold-headed cane, and his chin upon his hands, 
liſtening with great attention to a very long, and 
ſuppoſe, learned harangue of a leading meniber. 


 Clyamon. * What was the matter in debate ? 


Careleſs. * Why, on Ways and Means, how to 
undo handſomely what they were doing laſt fell 
ons ;— the Jew bill” | 


Clamon. * Is i: like to be repealed ? 


Careleſs. * gb I did not ftay to hear the end of it; | 


' but was told, a 


s 


ter I was come out, that the clamours 
of the people would prevail :— there is doubilels 
| a great 
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© a great ferment among the buſy part of the town, 


+ —the Court of Requetts and Lobby were as full as 


« they could hold of peritioning Chriſtians and re- 
* monitrating Jews, the latter of whom, I think, 
« ſeem to bea little creit-fallen, and good reaſon they 
* have to be fo ; for whatever favour they may find 


* within, they are ſure to be inſulted without doors ;* 
4 -—] was half deafened .as I went down ftairs with 
* the noiſe made by the rabhle inceſſantly hawling 


* out,—No Circumciſion, -- no jews, —no Nat uraliza- 
* tion of Foreigners. « | 
Clhamon. *© Then believe there is no great room 
* to doubt of its being rep-aled ; tor, acco:ding to 
* all the accounts I ever read or heard of, whenever 


* the bulk of the people were unanimous in any 
* thing, they we:e always fure to get the better of 


* the miniſter.” fo 

Careleſs. *©* It may be fo,—and the thoughts of a 
new election coming on may alto pollibly contribute 
a good deal to the conplaifance of the Parllament ; 


+ —but theſe things are vf no fort of concern to you 


and I—How do you deiign to diſpoic of youttelf 
 10urr : Fr oe | 
| Clyamon, * | have not yet conſidered.” - 


Careleſs. * ' Tis a glorious moraing ; are you for. 


* the Park ?—I come on purpote to alk you.” 
Clyamon, * With all my heart. 

Careleſs. © Come along then, —i dare ſwear the 
* Mall is half full by this time,—let us go and laugh 
© at the great vulgar and the ſmall, —as Congreve ſays.” 

Juſt as they were going out of the room, a letter 


was preſented to Clyamon from his father, which he 


turning back to read, I ſtepped behind him, and found 


1 contained theſe lines : 


To CLYAMoON. 
« Dear CLy, | | 
«* T HAVE ſomething to impart to you, which is 
[ of the utmoſt conſequence to my peace of wind 
* and your future happineſs, —be careful, therefore, 
* hot to be out of the way to-morrow RG wee 
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_ owed, her virginity to her uglineſs, 
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{ I ſhall call upon you as I go to the Houſe ; for 
what I have to propoſe cannot be ſettled too ſoon ; 
—be aſſured I am impatient to ſee yon make as 
good a figure in the world as I think you deferye, 
© and that no more is required of you than a jnit 
*« ſenſe of your duty to me, and a regard for what is 
«« your own intereſt, to preſerve me always 
« Your very indulgent 
« And loving father, 
dns | £4: Ayvarro.,” 
Clyamon was fo tranſported with the kindneſs of 
vhis epiſtle, that he could not forbear ſhewing it to 


Careleſs, who, knowing the temper of Avaria, had 


no ſooner looked over than he faid : 
Careleſs. © 1 will lay my life upon it, that the old 


©. gentleman has found out ſome rich widow or hei- 
. reſs for you, with whoſe fortune you may make a 


* figure in the world, and fave his own till he can | 


_ * keep it no longer.” 


Clyamon, * | hope not fo, for as yet I have no 


© inclination to marry ; and whenever | do ſhall like 


*. to. have a wife of my own chooſing.” 
Careleſs. * You muſt be cautious, nevertheleſs, 
* not to venture a ſecond brulee with him ; for he 


*. ſeems to have ſet his heart very much upon this 


* buſineſs, whatever it is that he has now got into 

6 his head.” --- TG OE T6 
Clyamon. * Deuce take you for putting it into mine; 

« —but I] will think no more on it :—if the thing 


© ſhould be as you imagine, I ſhall have time enough 


©. to be uneaſy after knowing it-;—but- come, —'tis 
* almoſt two o'clock, —let us away. 

With theſe words they went on their promenade, 
and ] returned home ; where refleCting, as I always 


did after theſe excurſions, on what I had ſeen and 


heard, TI could not: help being of the ſame opinion 
with Mr. Careleſs, as touching the intentions of 
Avario, and feared that - poor Clyamon, with all his 


_ merit, would he obliged to become a prey to ſome 


old well-jointured Jezebel, or rich Dowdy, who 


By 


# OS CO. Ww 


| THE INVISIBLE SPY, : 328 
By what I have often freely confeſſed, concerning 


of Avario's viſit to his ſon; and, indeed, I believe 


| that young gentleman himſelf could ſcarce be more 


Anxious. 


That T wight loſe nothing of what ſhould paſs "MJ 


tween them, I took care to poſt myſelf very early in 


Clyamon's apartment, and it was well I cid fo, both 
for the ſatisfation of my own curtofity and the emo- 


jument of the public ;—for Ayario came 1n preſently 


after Me. | | | - 
As they had not ſeen each other for ſome time, 


Clyamon threw himfelf on kis knees, and in that 
poſture thanked his father for the pardon he had 


vouchſafed to his offence, as well as for his kind 


promiſe he had given for the diſcharge of his debts ; 


Avario ſeemed very much pleafed with the ſubmiſſion, 


raiſed and embraced him with great affeQion, and 


after they were ſeated replied to what he had faid in 
theſe terms : 


Awario. * It isa great deal of money, indeed, the 


« folly you have been guilty of will coſt me ; tut it 
is the firſt, ard I flatter myſelf will be the Jaft 1 
a ſubject more agreeable to us both.” 


fir, to hope every thing from your goodneſs,” _ 
Awvario, * fry, Clyamon,—yeu are my only fon, 


—you may be ſure I have nothing ſo much at heart 


as your welfare, and I think I have now hit upon 


6 

» 

* ſomiething that will make you as happy as you can 
6 4 hs 


wiſh to be. 
Clyamon returning no other anſwer to theſe words 


than a low bow, the old gentleman continued his 


diſcourſe. 

Awvario. © Your late uncle, Sir Arthur, was always 
* teazing me on the ſcore of a conſtant allowance for 
6: you out of my cftate, to the end you might be in 


* a man-. 


the inquiſitiveneſs of my diſpoſition, the reader will 
eaſily ſuppoſe I felt no ſmall impatience for the event 


ſhall have to complain of,— ſo we will ſay no more 
' of what is paſt ,—I came now to talk with you on 


Clyamon. * I have the greateſt reaſon in the world, 
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* a manner inceper.dent, and I have at length re- 
* folved to do 17.” | 
Clyamon. * Whatever you are pleaſed to grant, 
* fir, 1 ſhall take care to employ fo as to give ycu no 
* cauſe to repent your bounty.” | 
Fire. * Bur that 1s not all, Clyamon ; what ] 
| * ſhal: Go tor you, will put you in a way of making 
* yorr'cl: a much greater man than you would be 
* by what you wil} enjoy on my Geceale.” | 
_ Clzyamen, * 1 am not ambitious, fir, but ſhall rea- 
* dily emb:ace any Jaudable ineans of railing my 
« forrune.? | 
Awaric, * Whiy, that's well faid, and what I have 
* to propoſe 1s not only laudable but honourable too: 
F —It ts this,—you ſhall be a member of the Houle 
« of Commons.” | PRE ES 
Clyamen. * Sir, I thould be proud to ſerve my 
« Country in any capacity ; but in this fear my youth 
and inexperience will be very jult objections.” 
Avario, * Tat, —tut,—there are much younger 
| * than you in the Houſe, and though I fay it, of 
* much leſs underitanding too.—/\3 to the forms that 
© areto be obferved there, I can inſtruct you 1n then ; 
« —and as to the reſt, you will eafily come into it of 
| « yourſelf ; —therefore no more of ſuch idle ſc:uples : 
|  * —an over-modeſty and Giihcence of yourtcif, is the 
* worſt quality a man that aims to rife in the world 
| * can he poſſeſſed of, —I have conſidered. on this mat- 
* ter in all its circumſtances, before ] mentioned it 
* to you; and in order to qualify you ſor a member, 
* have reſolved to aſſign over to you five hundred 
| + pounds per annum of my eſtate.” | 
Clyamon, * That, fir, is mv:e than I could have 
© -oreſuned to:afk?: i = = 
Awvario., * T mean, the rents of fo much ſhall be 
© received in ycur name ;—as to the caſh, I think it 
+ much ſafer in my own hands than yours ; but you 
«* ſhall want nothing that is neceſſary, and when the 
« kufineſs of parliament calls you to London, give 
« you leave to draw upon me ſor what ſum, or ſums, 
« you ſhall find occaſion for in reaſon.” 
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Clyamon. * "This, fir, is far from putting me, out 
of 2 ſtate of dependence.” 

Avario, * You ought not to defire it ;—your 
uncle talked fooliſhly, —very fooliſhly on this head ; 
and if it had not been for the obligation I had to 
him on the ſcore of your education, I ſhould have 
told him ſo :—a ſon ought always to be dependent 
on his father, and I think you have very great 


cauſe to be content in being to, as you have ex- 


perienced the paternal afteCtion I have for you, by 


my readineſs to forgive your faults, and to dit- 
charge thoſe. debts your exiravagancies had con- 
tracted.” 


Clyamon. * Sir, I ſhall always retain a grateful 


and duteous ſenſe of all you have Cone for me ;— 


but, pray, fir, ſince it is your pleaſure that I ſhould 


be a candidate at the enſuing eleftion, what plzce 


have you in your eye for me ?—I ſuppoſe for lome 
borough.” | 


Avario. * No, no, for cur own Connty.” 
Clyamon. * "Vhen, fir, do you decline ſtanding 


_yourlelt ?” 


Azario. © Yes, Clyamon, —=I grow old, and am 


weary of the fatigue of coming up to Loncon once - 


every year,;—l find it very expenſive, as well as 
troubleſome, for though 1 board while I am here at 
a pretty cheap rate, with one that was formerly 
my ſervant, yet I know not how it is, money runs 
ſhangely away in this town ;—beſides, I do not 


| think I have been well uſed, —I have had the ho- 


nour of repreſenting the county of *##*##, in three 
fucceſſive Parliaments, and have got nothing by it, 
-— but the honour ;—and though 1 bave conſtantly 


vated on the fide of the court, and whenever any 


debate of confſcquence was to come upon the car- 


pet, have always previouſly attended the levee of 


the minifter, to know his will and pleaſure ; all the 
recompenſe I have had, has been ſometimes a 


ſhake of the hand, a gracious nod, a {mile, and, 
how does my good friend Avarto.” | 


Clyamon. * You amaze me, fir,— I never imagined 
a gentleman had any other intereſt in bis eleftion, 
| * than 
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' © than the pleaſure of having an opportunity to ſerye 
« his country, © . PE 
| Avario, * Serve his country,—a fiddle on the 
country ;—it would be well worth a gentleman's. 
while, indeed, to cajole, treat, and bribe every 
little dirty fellow that has a vote to give, to ſpend 
ſo much time and money, and, it may be, drink 
himſelf half dead into the bargain at his eleRion, _ 
if it were not for the ſake of ſerving himſelf, in- 
ſtead of the rabble who make choice of him for 
their repreſentative ;—no, no,—boy, if we had not 
honour, favour, and preferment in view, our elec- _ 
tors would be obliged to court us to accept their 
votes, not we to ſolicit ther,” | ” 
Clyamon. * But, fir, ſuppoſing this to be the caſe, | 
how do you think it potiible I ſhould acquire any 
of thoſe advantages, which you fay you have failed 
in the purfuit of yourſelf” _ Et 
Awario, * PI tell you, Clyamon,—T could only 
give my bare vote for or againſt any queſtion ;—[ 
never had the gift either of ſpeaking or writing ;— 
now I am pretty ſure you can do both ; and a p1- 
thetic ſpeech, or a firong pamphlet, are prevailing 
arguments with the minittry ;—a man that can do 
theſe may have any thing, —may make his own 
price ;—ſo, Cly, it will be your own fault if ina 
ſeſſions or two you are not aboye receiving any 
alliance from:me..ÞEE On 
_ Clyamon. * Sir I ſhall be always ready to exert. 
« the little talents I am maſter of; to promote what- 
« ever I think is for the good of the Commonwealth.” 
Awario. * Tut,—what have yqu to do with the 
« Commonwealth ?—you are not to ſet up for a judge 
© of what is for its gocd or what is not fo ;—your 
c 
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buſineſs is to pleaſe the miniſter, and to think every 
thing right he takes upon him to maintain.” 
Clyamon. * But, ſw, tow is this confittent with: 
© my conſcience or my honour f— RE, 
Awvario. * Idle,—very idle, —I do not like theſe 
© notions, Clyamon,—they may tempt you to an op- 
« poſition ;—1 thall be afraid you are a Jacobite” 
Clyamon, 


c 
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Clyamon. * Why, fir, are all men of honour 
Jacobites ?? p 


| Avario, * No ;—bnt this romantic unprofitable 


ea aA: a 6a _ 


honour you talk of, is either Jacobitiſm or ſome- 
thing as bad ;—enthuſaſm and bigotry.-—Is not the 


Court the ſource of true honour ?—Do not all ho- 


nours, dignities and promotions flow from thence ?— 
therefore ſay, whoever is againſt the Court will ne- 
ver riſe to honour, or any thing elſe that is valuable.” 
Clyamon. * A certain right. honourable and learned 


author of the laſt age has very different ſentiments 


upon this head, if you will give me leave, fir, I 


will read to you ſome part of what he wrote on the 


«* ſubjeQ of Honour. 


In ſpeaking theſe words he took up a book and read 


_ this paſſage out of the late Lord Hilifax's works. 


[ 
Ns 


Not all the threats or favours of a Crown, 
A Prince's prong 7: or a Tyrant's frown, 


* Can awe their ſpirits, or allure the mind. 


Of him, who to ftrit honour 1s inclin'd. 


* On public Places, and affairs of State, | 


* Though all the pomp and pleaſure that does wait, : 


* Should fondly court him to be baſe and preat, 
_ © Witheven paſtions, and with ſettled face, 
© He would remove the harlot's falſe embrace, 
* Tho” all the ſtorms and tempeſts ſhould arite, 
* That Court Magicians in their cells deviſe, 
© And from their ſettled baſis nations tear, 
* He wou'd, unmoy'd, the mighty ruin bear ; 


| c 


Secure in innocence, cc:idemn them all, 


© And decently array'd in Honour fall : 


| # 


Honour, that ſpark of the celeſtial fire, 


© 'Fhat above nature makes mankind aſpire ; 
© Ennobles the rude paſſions of our frame, 
* With thirft of glory, and deirre of fame, 
* The richeſt treaſure of a gen'rous breaſt, 
* And gives the ſtamp and ſtandard to the reft. 
* Wit, ftrength, and courage are wild dang'rous force, 
* Unleſs this ſoſten and dire their courſe. 
* Of Honour, men at firit, like women nice, 


* Raiſe maiden ſcruples, at unpraGtis'd vice ; 


« But © 
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* But once this fence thrown down, when they perceive, 
* That they may taſte forbidden fruit and live, 
* They ſtop not here their conrſe, but ſafely in, 
_ © Grow ſtrong, luxuriant, and bold in fin : 
* True to no principle, preſs forward ſtill, 
* And only bound by appetite their will; _ 
* Now fawn and flatter, white this tide prevails, 
But ſhift, with ev'ry veering blaſt their ſails, 

On higher ſprings true men of Honour move, 

| Free is their ſervice, and unbound their love.” 

He was going on. but was ftopp'd by Avario, who _ 
pulled him by the fleeve and cry'd out : Fe 
Avario, © Hold, hold, Clyamon,—enough,—all 
this is very pretty, and ſounds well ; but you are 
to conſider that ir is a great while ago ſince the 

noble Lord wrote this poem ; and what was looked 
upon as Honour in his days, may probably wear 
another aſpe@t now—and 'tis wiſdom to conform to 

the times? . I; 
Chamon,, * Reaſon, fir, will ftill be rezſon, in all 
times and ages.” | | By 

 Avario, * I do not know that ; for they fay every 
age improves in underſtanding :—but be that as it 
may, I can anſwer your quotation with one from 
another author, of great reputation for his wit and 

learning ;—it is this: 
—* Money is the only Power, 
+ That all mankind falls down before : 
«* ”Tis Virtue, Honour, Wit, and all 
* That men divine and ſacred call ; 
* For what's the worth of any thing, 
* But ſo much money as 'twill bring, _ 

_ * $0 you ſee, Clyamon, that learned men, thouzh 
cotemporaries. are ſometimes widely diticerent from 
each other in their opinions in this point, 

_ Chamon, * "The lines you have repeated dc not 
prove it, fi: ;—I beg you will be pleaſed to reflect, 
that the inger.ious author of Hudibias does not 
utter theſe ſentiments as his own, but p.ts them 

in the mouth of his mock heio, a wietch that was 

| © in 


a © a 
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in open rebellion againſt his lawful King, and are 
intended as a fatire, not an argument.” 


| Avario, ©* Odfheart, boy, thou art in the right; 


—1I never thought of that ;—but *tis no matter 
what any of them fay ;—'tis plain that what 1s now 


meant by Honour implies a title, a riband, a pen- 


ſion, a place, or any thing that denotes the favour 
of the Court to the perſon who poſſeſſes it ;—there- 
fore, I fay again,—get 11d of theſe prejudices, —jail 
with the tide, —keep cloſe with the Miniſter, and 


endeavour to make yourſelf of confequence to him.” 


Clyamon, * Sir, you may be perfe&ly aſſured that 
I ſhall always do my beſt in the ſupport of every 
meaſure which tends to the real honour of his Ma- 


X jeſty, and the good of my Country ;—and never 


oppoſe any which do not oppoſe the Conſtitution. 
Awario. * But you muſt not examine too ſcrupu- 
louſly into theſe things ;—you are to ſuppoſe, that 
thoſe who are Revs >: with the management of 
Public Aﬀairs' are better acquainted with the Con- 
{titution than you can pretend to be; and muſt 
therefore take it for granted, that whatever they 
ſay or do 1s right, PTE OR | 
Clyamon, * = fir, does not this implicit faith 
in the judgment of others, and giving up my own 
entirely, ſayour ſomewhat of a ſlaviſh ſubmuſſion ;' 

Avario, * No, it is only good policy, and looked 


upon as ſuch by all who know the world ;—indeed, 
1 


after your voting, ſpeaking, and writing, they 
ſhould take no notice of you, it would behove you 
to pluck up a ſpirit, and extort that reſpect to your 
reſentment, which they were not grateful enough 
to pay to your complaiſance ;—] ſhall then give. 
you leave to oppole them in every thing, whether 
it be wrong or whether it be right.” 


\ iy 


 Clyamon. © But would not this changing fides, ſir, 


make me become contemptiple to both parties ?” 
Hwario, * Not atall; it is a thing too commonly 
praCtiſed to be wondered at, and has often had a 
very good effect when nothing elſe would do :— 
—Publico, for example ;—it was a good while, 
« indeed, 
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indeed, before they bid up to his price ; but he 
found it neceffary at laſt, and he now enjoys the 
fruits of bis labour,” bf 
Clyamon. * Yes, fir, and I have heard of many 
others who have been bought off the ſame way ; but 
whatever has been done in former adminiſtrations, 
I hope the prefent will attempt nothing that ought 
to-be-appekeg;*”. 7"oF FER 
Avario, * No, no,—you are not to fuppoſe they 
will ; unleſs, as I juſt now obſerved, they force 
you to 1t by negleCting to recompenſe your ſervices. 
Clyamon. © According to this, fir, it will be very 


_ difficult, if not altogether impoſſible, for the people 


to diftingwith between thoſe who would defend, 
and thoſe who would betray and facrifice the liber- 
ties of their Conſtituents.” | ys 


 4rariv. * If the people are betrayed and ſacrificed, 


as you call it, they can blame nobody but them- 
ſelves. Why do they take money for their votes ? 


Why do they, like Efau, fell their birth-right3 for 
a mefs of pottage ?!—When a gentleman buys a 


county, a borough, or a corporation, he has douh:- 
leſs a right to make the moſt of it he'can,” 
Chamon. *© This, fir, is punithing corruption with 
corruption.” no es OT 
Awvario, * Ay,—1s it not juſt it ſhould be fo, —as 
I remember to have read ſomewhere or other ?” 

* This world is all a trick, —then who will dare, 

* Among known cheats to play upon the ſquare ?” 
* Lookye, Clyamon, you are a novice in theſe 
affairs as yet, but a little time will make them fa- 
miliar to you ;—1I do not doubt but I ſhall hear of 
your being cloſetted by the great man ; and when 
once you are cloſetted your buſineſs is done ;— 
you will have no farther occaſion for my inſtructions 
or aſſiſtance either ;—but I ſhall ſay no more at 
preſent on this head, —you muſt think of preparing 
yourſelf to ſet out on your journey to ###*®, in « 


' day or two. 


Clyamen, * What, fir, before you go?” | 


g / 
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Aoario, * Yes, yes,—we ſhall not be diffolyed ſo 
ſoon as we expeted,—lI do not believe I ſhall be 
able to get down theſe fix weeks or two months ;,— 


& 
4 

_ © there have been ſome odd turns of late ;—but no 
© matter,—they are ſecrets, —and muſt be kept ſo ; 


« butit is ghly neceſſary you ſhould begin to make 
* your intereſt ;—you are already known to the great- 
< eft part of the gentry, and I am pretty ſure that 
« they will all be for you to a man ;—but you muſt 
© cultivate an acquaintance with the freeholders, ride 


 « about among them,—invite ſome of the moſt leading 


« men home,—treat them handfomely,—and make 
« little preſents to their wives and daughters, of 
« ſmiff-boxes, Tings, necklaces, and ſuch toys, to 
« pleaſe their fancies ;—1I will get a friend of mine to 


'< purchaſe a cargoe of them for you to take down, 


« and will write to my ſteward to furniſh you with 


_ * what money you ſhall have occaſion for.” 


Clyamon, * Do they know, fir, that you intend 

* to decline ftanding any more Y 
| Avario, * Not yet ; but I ſhall write to-night to 
* inform them of it, and to urge all my friends in 
« your behalf :-—-I hear your couſin Hawkſmore has 


© taken it into his head to offer himſelf as a candidate, 


© and though he 1s not beloved, on account of the 


_ * buſtle he made about the turnpikes, yet the large 


© eſtate he is now in poſſeſſion of, by the death of 
* Sir Arthur, may give him an influepce over ſome 
* people, —ſo there is no time to be loſt ;—I would: 
© have you leave London on Monday next ;—I have 


_ © given orders that all your creditors ſhall be paid 


* their full demands this day, and I think you can 

* have no other buſineſs of conſequence to detain 

* you here. Si IFN Tn 

_ Clyamon. * None at all, fir.” + | | 
Awario. * Well then, what friends you have ta 


' © take leave of you may ſee this afternoon, and come 


* to dine with me to-morrow ;—it is Sunday, and 

* you know it 18 a leiſure day, and I ſhall be at 

* home,—though I am a boarder, I believe you will 
| ; C be 
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* be welcome,—or it may be I ſhall add a diſh to the 
* table ;—therefore do not fail to come”. Þ 
Clyamon. * You may depend, fir, that this com- 
* mand 1s. too agreeable to me not to be punQtually 
© obeyed.” ; | we : 
'The old gentleman then faid no more, but after 
giving his ſon a gracious nod went out of the room, 
with a countenance which denoted the moſt perfect 
fatisfaQtion of mind ;—Clyamon waited on him down 
ſtairs, and intended to follow as ſoon as his return 
ſhould give me an opportunity of going down'; but 
was retarded by Mr. Carcleſs, who came in immedi- 
ately after Avario was out of the houſe, | 
This gentleman, who it ſeems has a ſincere friend- 
ſhip tor Clyamon, had been extremely impatient, and, 
indeed, more anxious than could have been expected, 
_ from a perſon of his gay thoughtleſs diſpoſition, to 
know the event of the letter he had received from 
his father, had been come to the houſe ſome time, 
and waited in the parlour till the departure of Avario 
made it proper for him to appear, ' _ 
Almoſt the fi: & falutation he gave to Clyamon con- 
tained an entreaty for the ſatisfaction of his curioſity 
in this point, which the other very readily complied | 
with, in general terms ; but had too much di.cretion” 
to expoſe his father's mercenary views ; or by re- | 
lating the deſign he had of making him a member of | 
arliament, reveal the motives for doing fo, or the. 
inſtructions he had given him for his behaviour after 
he ſhould be eleQted., _ _ Bs 
Mr. Careleſs, after having congratulated his friend 
- on his being re-eſtabliſhed 1n the good graces of his 
father, and the honour that was about to recede to 
him, ſaid a great many pleaſant and ſpirituous things 
to him, on the occaſion of his being likely to become 
' a member of that auguſt and reſpectable afſemtly. 
But the particulars of this diſcourſe, entertairung as 
it was, | am entirely unable to repeat, my Tablets 
b-ing already crowded wth the preceding dialogue, 
and all ] can remember is, that the iwo gentlemen, 
after chatting away an hour, agreed to dine NgerONe 
| rlat 
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that day, and to that end adjourned to a tavern in 


the neighbourhood, leaving me at liberty to retire 10 
my. own. apartment. - | 

I was extremely pleaſed with finding, by what I 
had feen that day of Clyamon, that 1 had not been 


 deceivec! in the high-raiied expeRations I had enter- 
\- tained of his good ſenſe and probity ; and alſo with 
perceiving that Avario, in ſpight of his ſordid and 


ayaritious difpoſition, could not help allowing the 
merits of a ſon, whoſe ſentiments and principles were 
in almoſt every thing to direCtly oppoſite to his own. 
The evening of the next day this worthy young 
gentleman called upon me, as he returned from 
having paſſed the former part of it with his father ;— 
he was much leſs reſerved with me than he had been 


with Mr. Careleſs, which convinced me he knew 
| how to refrain unboſoming himtelt to thoſe whoſe 
 folidity he had cauſe to doubt, and took a pleaſure 


in being entirely open to thote on whom he could 
depend, that his confidence would not be abuſed, 
either by wantonneſs or neglect. Eos 

I am pretty fenfible, that on my ſaying this, not a 
f:w of my readers will ſet me down in their minds 
248 2 yain preſuming fellow, and be apt to cry out 
againſt me as if guilty of the very ſame folly I have, 
in ſeveral pages of this work, with ſome ſeverity, 
lathed in others; but I would have them conſider, 
the only merit I pretend to is a ſerious humour, 


which I think is no great boaſt; and alſo that there 
18 4 juſtice due from every one to hiuſelf, as well as 


t9 thoſe he ſpeaks of. 5 
But to return to a ſubje@ more intereſting than any 
thing relating to the praiſe or vindication of myſelf ; 
—when Clyamon repeated to me the rules preſcribed 
to him by his father for the regulation of his condu& 
in parliament, he expreſſed the little obligation he 
thought himſelf under to him on that ſcore in terms 
the moſt ſtrong and pathetic ; —theſe are ſome of 
his words : OE Os Wy © 
* 'The love of my country, faid he, I look upon 
« 4s the fiſt and greateſt moral duty of mankind ;— 
| | and 
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'* and1I think 1 may venture to afſure myſelf, that ] 
* never ſhall be tempted to renounce it on the proſ- 
« pet of any advantage offered, in what ſhape ſoeyer.” 
_ T then told him, that I believed the bulk of the 
people owed the grievances they complained of great- 
1y to the luxury of their repreſentatives, who having 
impaired their eftates in the modiſh exceſſes of the 
times, found themſelves under a neceſlity of entering 
| Into meaſures which otherwiſe they would never have 
complied with, * Perhaps too, added I, to gratify 
* the ambition of a beloved wife, or prevent the 
© clamour of a turbulent one, may be one reafon to 
* which the infringement of public Liberty may be 
« aſcribed.” US OY TS 
__ Clyamon liſtened with great attention to what I 
' faid, and joining in my opinion, replied, that his 
own obſeryati n of ſome late inſtances confirmed the 
truth of this argument, —* The firſt of theſe excite- 
* ments, continued he, I have already experienced 
< the danger of through my inadvertency, and ſhall 
be wary to avoid the ſnare in which I have been 
once entangled ;—and as for the other, if ever I 
marry, I ſhall endeavour to get a wife as near as 
poſſible to the deſcription given by the poet of his 
miſtreſs; _ | | | Lo Lok 
rm —_C_ | 
' Who knows not Courts, yet Courts does far outſhine, 
© In every ſtarry beauty of the mind ; 
© One who array'd in native lovelineſs, 
© And ſweet ſimplicity, deſpiſes art ; nes 
* And has a ſoul too great to ſtoop to pride, 
* With the mean ways by which it aims at grandeur.” 
With theſe difcourſes we paſs'd the time he ftaid; 
—Þ have nor feen him ſince, but heard of his fafe 
arrival at ###*,—whether he will be eleRted for that 
County cannot be determined at the time of my 
writing this; ſo can only fay, that if he is, I doubt 
no* but that his charaQer will appear to much more 
advantage thag.in the faint ſketch I have here been 
able to give of it. LLP IN 
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